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Citizens Advice Enfield 
warns of local impact 
of Universal Credit cut

Public art exhibition 
connects people to 

their local community 

Call for action to 
improve New River Loop 

in Enfield Town

ayor  o f  London 
Sad iq  Khan has 
issued a damning 
verdict on Enfield 

Council’s plans to reduce the 
size of the borough’s Green Belt 
– describing the move as “unjus-
tified” and “premature”.

As part of an official submission 
from City Hall to the council’s draft 
Local Plan consultation, which 
ended last month, the mayor’s 
office wrote a letter that slammed 
proposals for removing 186 hect-
ares of land from the borough’s 
Green Belt, on which the council 
hopes 6,430 homes will be built.

Lucinda Turner, the mayor’s assis-
tant director of planning, pointed 
out that the London Plan – agreed 

earlier this year – made clear that 
“exceptional circumstances” were 
required to “justify the de-desig-
nation of Green Belt” and that “it 
is the mayor’s opinion the excep-
tional circumstances required […] 
have not been established”.

She further criticised the council 
for not prioritising construction on 
brownfield land and wrote: “[Because 
of] the fact the draft plan demon-
strates it has a land supply to meet 
almost all of its growth needs, it is 
considered the intention to release 
Green Belt land is premature.”

Lucinda also claimed that the 
release of Green Belt in Enfield was 
not only unnecessary at this stage, 
but “risks undermining brownfield 
delivery and viability” because devel-
opers would be incentivised by the 
chance to make larger profits on pre-

viously undeveloped land, which is 
cheaper to build on than brownfield.

City Hall does not have the power 
to block the adoption of the coun-
cil’s Local Plan, which can only be 
approved by the government, but by 
highlighting how it conflicts with his 
London Plan the mayor could make 
it difficult for a planning inspector 
to rule in the council’s favour.

The council argues that in order to 
meet its new, higher target of 1,246 
new homes per year – having con-
sistently failed to meet its previous, 
lower target – it must make use of 
the borough’s extensive Green Belt 
by releasing 6% of this land for new 
housing, or else rely on building 
tower blocks in unpopular loca-
tions. Council leader Nesil Caliskan 
said previously that “we have to 
build somewhere – if it is not out, 

it is up” and that “we have heard 
from residents and councillors that 
we do not want skyscrapers”.

The areas of Green Belt selected 
for removal by the council for 
homebuilding include most of the 
land surrounding Crews Hill (3,000 
homes), including Crews Hill Golf 
Course; Vicarage Farm in World’s 
End (3,000), including previously 
undeveloped land on both sides of 
Enfield Road; pasture and grazing 
land close to Hadley Wood Station 
(160); and The Dell opposite Enfield 
Crematorium (270), between the 
New River and the A10. Two other 
Green Belt areas – land west of 
Rammey Marsh and Holly Hill 
Farm, east of M25 Junction 24 – are 
earmarked for industrial uses.

M

Sadiq Khan blasts council  
over Green Belt plans
BY JAMES CRACKNELL

Hundreds of protesters marched through Edmonton and along the North Circular to the site of where a new, larger 
incinerator is set to be built at Edmonton Eco Park. It was the biggest single act of protest against North London Waste 
Authority’s new incinerator project to date. For the full story, go to enfielddispatch.co.uk Credit Extinction Rebellion
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esidents have accused 
Enf ield Council of 
abandoning them over 
a shake-up that will 

more than halve the existing 
sheltered housing units on the 
authority’s books.

Oliver Dines and Brenda Pearse, 
who live in Chaddlewood, a shel-
tered housing block in Galva 
Close, Cockfosters, slammed 
the council over changes to the 
service that will see 482 homes 
across the borough offered to 
younger residents as ‘general 
needs’ housing.

It comes on top of cuts to staffing 
hours at their housing complex 
and other changes they claimed 
could put people’s safety at risk.

Sheltered housing is designed 
to help older people, usually 
over the age of 55, to live inde-
pendently with on-site support. 
The council has 779 units in 
Enfield but, under changes that 
apply to future lettings, just 297 
of those will be retained solely 
for use by older people.

A council spokesperson said 
some of its sheltered homes “do 
not meet the latest modern stan-

Mayor Khan committed to pre-
serving the capital’s Green Belt 
during his successful re-election 
campaign this year and argues 
construction there likely wouldn’t 
provide the housing London needs.

The letter to the council from 
City Hall also included comments 
from Transport for London (TfL), 
with planning manager Josephine 
Vos writing: “We have major con-
cerns about some of the growth 
areas identified in rural parts of 
the borough which are less well 
connected by public transport.

“The high level of investment in 
active travel and public transport 
required may not be realistic or via-
ble in the long-term. There is a real 
risk that these areas could become 
car dependent, have poor access 
to key services, and put further 
pressure on the road network.”

Reacting to the rebuke from 
City Hall, Joanne Laban, leader 
of the opposition Conservatives 

dards for older persons’ housing”. 
They admitted the council was de- 
designating some of its sheltered 
housing, allowing it to be offered to 
those under the age of 55, but said 
it hoped to secure more housing 
“better suited to accommodating 
the needs of older tenants”.

Oliver said: “[The council] is 
just abandoning people left, 
right and centre.

“The lack of transparency is the 
problem. We didn’t know it was 
going into general needs until 
about a fortnight ago. They are 
doing this without taking any 
advice from residents, doctors 
and families.”

Brenda, who chairs the residents’ 
association, claimed four out of 
five blocks on the Chaddlewood 
site would be redesignated as gen-
eral needs housing. “The rule was 
[the homes were for] people over 
55, but now it can be anybody,” 
she said. “But we didn’t move here 
for that – we moved here to get a 
bit of peace and quiet.”

Oliver warned staff ing cuts 
meant residents were often 
unable to leave a message on the 
office answerphone and claimed 
many had taken to calling him 
and Brenda to report problems. 
Brenda claimed a member of staff 

at Enfield Civic Centre, said: 
“I welcome the mayor’s robust 
response on this issue. The admin-
istration should be ashamed for 
taking the easy route and propos-
ing to allow development on the 
Green Belt.

“The mayor said quite clearly 
that the Labour administration can 
deliver the level of development 

was recently unavailable on site 
for more than four days, against 
the council’s own guidelines. The 
pair also criticised a move that will 
see residents pay for new alarms.

A council spokesperson said: 
“We have carried out a review of 
our sheltered housing schemes. 

“Some homes are not fully 
accessible to people with mobil-
ity issues, some warden alarm 
systems need to be replaced with 
up-to-date technology and, addi-
tionally, we have been providing 
services not required or needed by 
every resident. We want to intro-
duce more flexible arrangements.

“The council is in the process 
of de-designating a proportion of 
its sheltered housing provision, 
with the long-term strategy of 
securing future specialist pro-
vision better suited to accom-
modating the needs of older 
tenants. For example, we will be 
increasing the amount of afford-
able extra care housing over the 
next five years and exploring 
options such as retirement vil-
lages and intergenerational and 
co-housing models.

“No existing residents will be 
asked to move and their existing 
tenancy agreements will remain 
if they choose to stay.”

required without the loss of Green 
Belt and criticises it for not taking 
a ‘brownfield first’ approach.

“It is therefore time the Labour 
administration woke up to the 
fact residents, as well as the 
mayor, do not support its plans. 
The Labour administration must 
listen to the community and the 
mayor and drop its plans to allow 
development on the Green Belt.”

A council spokesperson said: “We 
have received lots of feedback and 
comments from many local resi-
dents and stakeholders as a result 
of our extensive communications 
and engagement campaign to 
gather views on options, decisions 
and approaches put forward in the 
recent draft Local Plan consultation.

“We will now robustly process 
and carefully consider all feed-
back and comments received 
which will help inform the next 
version of the draft Local Plan. 
We will continue to consult and 
engage with all parties as we fur-
ther develop our approach.”

Sheltered housing 
shake-up slammed

Beaver trial

Rental 
scheme

Bulky waste

orty Hall Farm has been 
revealed as the location 
for a beaver reintroduction 

programme that would bring the 
semiaquatic rodents back to London 
for the first time in 400 years.

The Dispatch revealed last spring that 
a beaver release trial was planned 
in the borough, with the location 
at that time unknown. Although 
beavers have been reintroduced in 
rural locations around the UK, few 
sites in London are considered viable.

The project in Enfield will see a 
collaboration between Enfield Coun-
cil and Capel Manor College. The 
trial will see beavers introduced at 
Forty Hall Farm, as part of a natural 
f lood management initiative along 
Turkey Brook.

nfield Council has introduced a 
property licensing scheme “to 
make private renting fairer”.

Launched last month, the Selective 
Licensing Scheme requires landlords 
in 14 different parts of the borough 
to apply for a licence to continue 
letting their properties.  A five-year 
licence costs £600.

George Savva, cabinet member for 
licensing, said: “We will do every-
thing we can to prevent criminal 
landlords taking advantage of peo-
ple’s desperate need for a home.

“This licensing scheme will help 
protect private renters to ensure they 
live in safe and secure homes  […] in 
areas where there is a large number 
of rented properties that have poor 
property conditions, high deprivation, 
and persistent anti-social behaviour.”

ree bulky waste collections 
have been re-instated by 
Enfield Council in response to 

a rise in fly-tipping and street waste 
across the borough.

Residents can now book collec-
tions of up to six items for free, for 
an unlimited number of times per 
year, via the council website. Items 
including furniture, bicycles, carpets 
and beds can be collected, but not 
electrical waste.

Rick Jewell, cabinet member for 
environment, said: “By making these 
changes, we will deliver an improved 
service offer for all the residents of 
the borough. It will ensure that all 
residents can dispose of their bulky 
waste easily and consistently.”
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Mayor of London Sadiq Khan Credit GLA

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

BY SIMON ALLIN,  
LOCAL DEMOCRACY REPORTER
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TWO BEDROOM FIRST FLOOR RETIREMENT FLAT – EPC C72  
Cavell Drive, Enfield EN2 £279,950 Leasehold 

TWO BEDROOM FIRST/SECOND FLOOR CONVERSION FLAT – EPC E52  
Glebe Avenue, Enfield EN2 £475,000 Share of Freehold

THREE BEDROOM SPACIOUS SPLIT LEVEL APARTMENT – EPC C69  
Kirkland Drive, Enfield EN2       £1,550 per month

A THREE BEDROOM UNFURNISHED FAMILY HOUSE – EPC D65 
Crest Drive, Enfield EN3 £1,650 Per month

FOUR BEDROOM SEMI-DETACHED HOUSE – EPC D60
Heather Drive, Enfield EN2 £765,000 Freehold

A SPACIOUS TWO DOUBLE BEDROOM FIRST FLOOR APARTMENT – EPC C76 
Foxgrove, Southgate N14 Guide price £450,000 Share of Freehold
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’m a keen amateur photog-
rapher, London explorer, 
and – as will be no surprise 
– lifelong Dr Who fan.

I started my ‘Ghost Monuments’ 
project a couple of years ago when 
I was introduced to an online map 
on which you could pinpoint the 
former locations of police boxes. 

I

Alison Moore meets a cancer patient and fundraiser 
who is going the extra mile for North London Hospice

here is no stopping Ann- 
Marie Wilson once she puts 
her mind to something. 

The psychologist, founder and 
director of charity 28 Too Many is 
in training for her latest challenge 
– the Virtual London Marathon.

Ann-Marie has been supported by 
North London Hospice’s Health and 
Wellbeing Centre for the last six 
years and is taking part in the 26.2-
mile marathon to raise funds for the 
hospice, and to tick another thing 
off her ever-evolving bucket list. 

“I always wanted to do a mar-
athon and I was due to run one 
around the time of my diagnosis,” 

T

Donate to Ann-Marie’s fundraiser and find 
out more about North London Hospice:
Visit justgiving.com/fundraising/ 
ann-marie-wilson7
Visit northlondonhospice.org/support-us

Find out more about Ghost Monuments:
Visit ghostmonuments.co.uk/about

Walking for wellbeing

says Ann-Marie, who discovered 
she had stage-four lymphatic can-
cer in 2015. “And if you’re only 
ever going to do one, the London 
Marathon is the big ticket.

“I didn’t think I’d ever be well 
enough, so doing the Virtual Lon-
don Marathon has given me the 
chance to tick this one off my 
bucket list!”

Following her diagnosis, Ann- 
Marie referred herself to North 
London Hospice. She has received 
a range of support over the years; 
from art therapy, acupuncture and 
acupressure to sessions with our 
psychologist, clinical advice and 

It occurred to me that I could cre-
ate composites with a 3D model 
of a police box, ‘rematerialising’ 
them in former locations, but in 
a modern context.

There are Metropolitan Police 
records describing the 700-plus 
former locations of police boxes 
across London (as well as the edges 

of Surrey, Kent, Hertforshire and 
Essex). I pinpointed most of these 
on the online map, but some 
aren’t shown so I have to use my 
best guess. Most of the Enfield 
ones appear on the map, so the 
locations I show are accurate.

My method is to find and photo-
graph the locations from various 

Boxes on the beat

angles, then to add in the police box 
and carry out some photoshopping 
to blend it into the shots as much as 
I can. I’m not a trained 3D artist or 
designer, so it’s been a learning curve! 

When I visited Enfield I planned 
a cycle route that allowed me to 
capture most of the borough’s 
27 former police box locations in 

one day. It’s very much a hobby 
project – however, there’s been a 
decent amount of interest in me 
later doing a book about it. I’ve 
been working with a designer to 
put together ideas and our plan 
is to try to crowdfund it.

guidance, and even help clearing 
out her loft, thanks to our ‘com-
passionate neighbours’ volunteers.

Ann-Marie continues: “Having 
the support of the Health and 
Wellbeing Centre has been like 
having a lattice fence. It’s given 
me the framework to build my 
life with cancer – whether its pain 
relief, psychological support or 
learning new hobbies [such as] 
the hospice’s photography group. 
North London Hospice has helped 
me deal with the tricky stuff that 
you want to put off.

“I don’t have family and I couldn’t 
have done it without them.”

Ann-Marie will have Angie, her 
friend of 30 years, walking by her 
side on 3rd October when they 
set off with 50,000 others around 
the globe to complete their Vir-
tual London Marathon in under 
24 hours. Participants can walk, 
jog or run the distance on a route 
of their choice.

Ann-Marie has been training four 
days each week, over 19 weeks. She 
says: “I like to have targets in my 

life. That motivates me and I turn 
that motivation into energy.”

Her motivation for this challenge 
is to raise as much money as she can 
for North London Hospice and its 
services. She says of the Health and 
Wellbeing Centre, based in Barrowell 
Green, Winchmore Hill: “[It] brings 
different things for different seasons 
to my life. Whether it’s a delicious 
meal cooked by the wonderful chef 
Annie, or time in the lovely gardens, 
watching and listening to the foun-
tains. The art therapy with Christina 
was wonderful. 

“The hospice has been my rock. 
It’s my safe place and somewhere 
that I want to know will always be 
there not just for me, but for others 
in the future too.”

Paul Dykes recreates the locations of 
the borough’s former police boxes

Ann-Marie Wilson will be taking part in the 
Virtual London Marathon event this month

Among the Enfield police box locations Paul Dykes photographed (and 
photoshopped to show precisely where the boxes were placed) were Alma  
Road (below), Forty Hill (below right), Turkey Street (right) and Bowes Road
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Lighting the way
A new biography tells the life story of an innovative businessman 
whose factories in Enfield and Edmonton employed thousands

im Lewis believes a wrong 
has been righted with the 
publication of The Man 
and His Empire, his biog-
raphy of businessman Sir 

Jules Thorn.
In his introduction, Jim writes 

that “many biographies have 
been written about individuals 
who have done little to improve 
the lives of ordinary people” and 
that “it seems incredible that 
the biography of one remarkable 
man, whose industrial empire at 
its height employed 80,000 peo-
ple worldwide, has [had] never 
been written”.

Jim was one of those 80,000 
employees, working for 18 years 
at Thorn EMI, making him ide-
ally placed to write about his 
old boss. So who was Sir Jules 
Thorn? Born in Vienna to Jew-
ish parents, he emigrated to the 
UK in the 1920s and set up his 
first lighting business, hoping 
to tap into the growing market 
for domestic electric lamps. He 
was helped by a partnership 

J
with a fellow Austrian, Alfred 
Deutsch, who “gave Thorn the 
technical understanding that 
he lacked”.

Sir Jules bought his f irst fac-
tory in 1932, the Atlas Lamp 
Works on Eleys Estate, Edmon-
ton.  Having also bought a 
radio dealer’s shop in Twicken-
ham and subsequently several 
other lighting and radio manu-
facturers, as well as a domestic 
appliance business, Jim writes 
that he “clearly had an eye for 
the developing domestic mar-
ket […] understanding what 
product s  the  homeowner 
would require”.

In 1936, after buying Fergu-
son Radio Corporation, Thorn 
built a factory in Lincoln Road, 
Enfield, making it the base for 
production of Ferguson radios 
and televisions. The age of tele-
vision took off in 1953 with the 
broadcast of the Queen’s cor-
onation, an event that Thorn 
Electrical Industries capitalised 
on with its expanded produc-
tion at a new, bigger factory 
in Southbury Road. It helped 

Sir Jules Thorn built 
several factories 
in Enfield and 
Edmonton in the 
mid-20th Century

BY JAMES CRACKNELL Thorn become the leading 
television manufacturer in the 
UK at that time. Further elec-
tronics brands were acquired 
as Thorn expanded, with Ultra, 
HMV and Marconiphone added 
to its portfolio.

Jim writes that it would be 
“almost impossible to list all 
of the world firsts” claimed by 
the Thorn group, but chooses to 
mention two that relate to its 
works in the Lea Valley; the 2D 
lamp, a forerunner of today’s 
low-energy light bulbs; and the 
halogen cooker.

Jim’s biography doesn’t end 
with Sir Jules’s death in 1980, 
which came shortly after his 
company’s acquisition of long-
time rival EMI. He continues to 
describe his former boss’s con-
siderable legacy, including the 
Sir Jules Thorn Charitable Trust, 
which still supports research 
and humanitarian projects 
across the UK today.

Advertisement

‘Sir Jules Thorn: The Man and His  
Empire’ is available to order online:

Visit libripublishing.co.uk/products

Call the office on 020 3146 9890 today  
or visit bhpgc.com

CLUB OF 
THE YEAR 

2021

Not a golfer? You can still join in the fun …

Social Membership at an award-winning club for just £20!
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ransport for London (TfL) has 
admitted there are “no imme-
diate plans” for more speed 
cameras on the A10.

Average speed cameras were installed 
last year on a section of the dual carriage-
way between Southbury and Bullsmoor 
deemed to be the worst-affected by speed-
ing motorists and, while this move was 
deemed a success, TfL has faced repeated 
calls to install more cameras further 
south where dangerous driving is still a 
common occurrence.

The dual carriageway has long been 
blighted by speeding motorists. Where no 
permanent speed cameras have yet been 
installed, TfL and the Metropolitan Police 
have instead funded a special policing unit 
to carry out regular patrols.

The roads and transport policing com-
mand (RTPC) has issued 350 traffic offence 
reports to drivers since January, with the 
majority said to have been caught commit-
ting “dangerous or anti-social driving”. As a 
result, 87 vehicles were seized. The figures 
were revealed by Mayor of London Sadiq 
Khan in a written response to a question 
from Joanne McCartney, London Assembly 
member for Enfield and Haringey.

Khan said: “The A10 corridor in Enfield 
continues to be a priority deployment for 
RTPC. Since January 2021, RTPC officers 
have issued over 350 traffic offence reports 

T
‘No plans’ for more A10 speed cameras

along the A10 section in Enfield for road 
traffic offences, with the majority issued 
for dangerous or anti-social driving.”

The mayor added that a meeting had 
taken place in August between TfL, the 
Metropolitan Police and Enfield Council 
officers to “discuss issues and possible 
interventions for dealing with speeding and 
other criminal road user behaviour along 
the A10 in Enfield”.

Joanne is demanding more action be 
taken. She said: “Bush Hill Park residents 
have approached me with their concerns 
about an increase in road racing on the 
Enfield section of the A10. I have been high-
lighting the issue of speeding, dangerous 
driving and illegal use of bus lanes on this 
stretch of road for many years and I don’t 
want to see these issues get worse again.

“I am now keen to see what other options 
will be put on the table to clamp down 
further on this.”

Bush Hill Park councillor James Hock-
ney has also written several letters to City 
Hall demanding more speed cameras are 
installed. He told the Dispatch: “When they 
put cameras in they only did the top half 
of the A10. We need it all the way down 

BY JAMES CRACKNELL

“Residents have had 
cars smashing into 

their properties”

to Great Cambridge Roundabout. It does 
change driver behaviour – there is a big 
difference between the areas where the 
cameras are.”

One particular hotspot for speeding is a 
bridge in Bush Hill Park that goes over the 
London Overground railway. Cllr Hockney 
said: “I spoke to one man who had been 
knocked off his moped because of some-
one speeding there and residents living on 
the other side of the bridge have had cars 
smashing into their properties.

“We have made progress, but I am still 

getting residents complaining to me about 
ongoing speeding. The only way it will be 
dealt with is average speed cameras.”

Lilli Matson, TfL’s chief safety, health 
and environment officer, said: “Although 
we have no immediate plans to install a 
safety camera system between Southbury 
Road and Great Cambridge Roundabout, 
the A10 corridor is a priority for the roads 
and transport policing command, which 
continues to be deployed to the area to 
deal with a range of criminal and antisocial 
driving offences.”

Speeding has long been a big problem on the A10  
Credit Benjamin Lehman/Unsplash

LICENSING ACT 2003

Notice is hereby given that Abdurrahim Teymuroglu 
has applied to the Licensing Authority of London 
Borough of Enfield for a Variation of Premises License 
to permit:

• On License provision of hot food between the 
hours of 11:00 to 23:00

• Above Licensing hours to be extended to; 12:30am. 
from Sunday to Thursday and 01:00am. on Fridays and 
Saturdays for the provision of Hot Food as takeaway 
and  through delivery partners. No table service is 
available. No music played. No alcohol sold or served.

• For the premises Garden Kebab situated at 609a 
Hertford Road, Enfield EN3 6UP.

 
The public register where applications are available to 
be viewed by members of the public can be accessed 
online by visiting https://new.enfield.gov.uk/services/
business-and-licensing/ and following the link to the 
Licensing Register. Email licensing@enfield.gov.uk to 
request a copy of the application within 28 days from 
the date of this notice. 

Any persons wishing to submit relevant representations 
concerning this application must give notice by 
emailing licensing@enfield.go.uk, giving in detail 
the grounds of the representation no later than: 
25/10/2021

Representations received by post will not be accepted. 
Representations must include your full name and 
address.Representations must relate to one or more of 
the four Licensing Objectives: the prevention of crime 
and disorder, public safety, the prevention of public 
nuisance and the protection of children from harm.

It is an offence, under section 158 of the Licensing 
Act 2003, to knowingly or recklessly make a false 
statement in connection with an application for a 
premises license. A person guilty of an offence is liable 
on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding level 
five on the standard scale.

Notice of Application for a 
Variation Of Premises License

Dated: 28th day of September 2021

LICENSING ACT 2003

Notice is hereby given that Qamin Knushi has applied 
to the Licensing Authority of London Borough of 
Enfield for a Premises Licence to permit: 

• Supply of Alcohol from Monday to Thursday from 
0900 to 2300, 0900 to 2400 on Friday and Saturday 
and 0900 to 2200 on Sunday; as well as 0900 to 
2400 on days preceding Bank Holidays and on 
other Public Holidays throughout the year

• The Provision of Late Night Refreshments to be 
served between 2300 and 2400 hours on Friday 
and Saturday, as well as 0900 to 2400 on days 
preceding Bank Holidays and on other Public 
Holidays throughout the year

For the premises Leo’s Caffe Bar 2 situated at 63 
Chase Side, Southgate, London N14 5BU.

The public register where applications are available to 
be viewed by members of the public can be accessed 
online by visiting https://new.enfield.gov.uk/services/
business-andlicensing/ and following the link to the 
Licensing Register. Email licensing@enfield.gov.uk to 
request a copy of the application within 28 days from 
the date of this notice. Any person wishing to submit 
relevant representations concerning this application 
must give notice by emailing licensing@enfield.gov.uk, 
giving in detail the grounds of the representation no 
later than: 22nd October 2021

Representations received by post will not be accepted. 
Representations must include your full name and 
address. Representations must relate to one or more of 
the four Licensing Objectives: the prevention of crime 
and disorder, public safety, the prevention of public 
nuisance and the protection of children from harm. 
It is an offence, under section 158 of the Licensing 
Act 2003, to knowingly or recklessly make a false 
statement in connection with an application for a 
premises licence. A person guilty of an offence is liable 
on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding level 
five on the standard scale. 

Notice of Application for  
a New Premises Licence

Dated: 28th day of September 2021
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Helping young people into work

New London- 
wide newsletter

BUBBLEWRAP

Bubblewrap is a new weekly 
newsletter showcasing the best 
stories produced by London’s 
independent community media 

publications. Sign up to stay 
informed about what’s going on 
across all corners of the capital.

Visit eepurl.com/hzm9XD

Colin Lee-Own runs a digital hub for young people in Edmonton
nemployment levels in 
Edmonton are among the 
highest in London, with 
jobs that are available 

often offering insecure, unreliable 
and low-paid work.

Colin Lee-Own wanted to do something. 
Two years ago he established a social 
enterprise, 21K Digital Media, with the 
aim of equipping young people with 
the skills they need to start successful, 
fulfilling careers.

A former soldier who served in 
Northern Ireland, Colin wanted to give 
something back to Edmonton. He told 
the Dispatch: “I loved the Edmonton 
community spirit growing up in the 
1970s, but it is now one of the most 
deprived areas in London and that 
breaks my heart.

“We had local manufacturing 
industries and jobs were plentiful, but 
that has changed and knife crime has 
become a real problem.”

In 2019 Colin approached Sabri 
Marsaoui, asset director at Edmonton 
Green Shopping Centre, about providing 

facilities for young people. Sabri offered 
him a disused premises which Colin 
turned into a digital media hub kitted 
out with IT equipment.

“Sabri has been very supportive to 
us – he is a hero to me for what he is 
doing,” says Colin. “The premises was a 
bit derelict but we got some donations 
to create the hub.”

A £5,000 grant from Comic Relief 

U

ENFIELD COMMUNITY HEROES
Sponsored by Edmonton Green Shopping Centre

Dispatch readers are welcome to nominate 
their own ‘Enfield Community Hero’ – 
someone who you think has gone above 
and beyond to help support the local 
community. Simply email your nomination 
to EnfieldDispatch@socialspider.com

Nominate your heroes

enabled Colin and his team of volunteers 
and freelance tutors to deliver a three-
week introduction course on digital 
marketing at 21K Digital Media Hub this 
year, followed by a six-week workshop 
with career planning and support. Six 
youngsters completed the course and 
one, Danladi Roach, recently started 
an apprentice job at a TV company in 
Holborn paying £24,000 a year.

Thanks to this success, Edmonton 
Green is now sponsoring another 
workshop programme this autumn 
and also providing work experience 
for eight unemployed people. Colin 
said: “We want to change young 
people’s mindsets – if they can do an 
apprenticeship and get some kind of 
work they can change their lives.

“We work with them on interview 
techniques. We want to get them 
into high-powered jobs like digital 
marketing and programming. There 
are so many opportunities out there, 
but you need the skills. My target 
is to get 100 young people into 
apprenticeships before I retire.”

Advertisement

Colin Lee-Own inside the 21K Digital Media Hub at Edmonton Green Shopping Centre

For more information about 21K Digital Media:
Email cleeown@yahoo.co.uk
Visit 21kdigitalmedia.com

 Absolute beginners to 
Improvers...  Just Like  You!

ART
CLASS

Going Stir Crazy? We know how you feel. here’s something to really cheer you up!

BRING OUT YOUR INNER ARTIST 
•  Learn impressive new skills
•  Fun, easy, step-by-step 
•  3 hour sessions, morning  

or afternoon, for 3½ months
•  Time to get Arty and enjoy  

a fun social life again!
•  Make The Seasons your 

favourite day of the week

Learn to Paint and Draw 
People & Places
Explore 4 media: Drawing, Painting  
with Watercolour, Acrylics, and  
Oil Pastels. Discover how to paint  
faces, figures, beautiful landscapes, 
animals, birds, still life and much  
more! Learn artists’ secrets needed  
to create beautiful pieces of  
original art.

 
Extremely 
Safe For  

You

 
in a Safe  

and secure 
Environment

Schindler Hall, Southgate Progressive Synagogue

Cockfosters-Enfield A6L Autumn21.indd   1 23/06/2021   2:35 pm

NEW SPRING

0204 542 7606

Local news brought to 
you by local journalists
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Daisy Bryan from Citizens Advice 
Enfield explains why the charity has 
campaigned against benefit reduction

itizens Advice Enfield 
is urging the govern-
ment against a cut to 
Universal Credit that 

could drive thousands across the 
borough into poverty.

The last 18 months have been 
extremely difficult for everyone 
in the community, but cutting 
Universal Credit in October risks 
sweeping low-income families 
into more hardship just as they’re 
getting back on their feet.

This cut would impact one-in-five 
working-age people in the borough. 
According to the latest available fig-
ures, approximately 43% of those 
residents set to see their benefits 
drop are families with children and 
40% are already in work.

In one example, our advisors 
have helped a care worker and 
their family, including three 
dependents under the age of 18. 
The client was facing significant 
hardship and relying on foodbank  

C

Universal Credit cut will hit borough hard

vouchers to get by. The cut  
to Universal Credit will have a 
devastating impact on them and 
their family.

At Citizens Advice Enfield alone, 
we’ve supported 3,649 people on 
Universal Credit over the course 
of the pandemic – around half of 
whom we hadn’t seen before. The 
£20-a-week increase during this dif-

ficult time has been a lifeline and 
has supported many of those who 
had never claimed benefits before.

One case we have dealt with was 
a young couple, both of whom 
were self-employed, who had 
both contracted Covid-19 and 
were struggling with long Covid. 
They found themselves unable 

to work for long periods and this 
led to a dramatic drop in their 
income and an accumulation of 
debts. They had no choice but to 
rely on Universal Credit and the 
£20 uplift has kept them out of 
crisis during this difficult time.

That £20-a-week doesn’t just help 
our clients; it is a critical cash boost 
for communities that need it most. 
In Edmonton, the cut is estimated 
to reduce spending in the local 
economy by £18.5m. This does not 
appear to be in line with the gov-
ernment’s ambition to ‘level-up’ 
poorer communities within the UK.

Universal Credit is due to be 
cut just days after the end of the 
furlough scheme, while energy 
prices are also set to rise by up to 
£153 a year. Our analysis shows 
that 28% of households in which 
someone receives Universal Credit 
are behind with payments on 
their energy bill – seven times the 

rate of those who do not receive 
the benefit.

Our service supports many in 
the community who are strug-
gling with debt. An advisor has 
supported a client with signifi-
cant debt to an energy company 
who is at risk of being cut off. The 
client is a single parent, relying 
on Universal Credit to cover child-
care in order to be able to work. 
Removing the £20 lifeline will 
drive them further into the red.

Local MPs have joined our pleas 

The £20 weekly uplift in Universal Credit brought in during the pandemic is 
set to end on 6th October Credit Sarah Agnew/Unsplash

to prevent the cut. In a letter to 
the prime minister, Enfield North 
MP Feryal Clark joined our cam-
paign, saying that “support for 
those out of work will be left at 
its lowest level in decades” at a 
time of unprecedented crisis. If 
this cut goes ahead, it will take 
effect from 6th October. 

Please get in touch if you are in 
need of support.

Contact Citizens Advice Enfield:
Call 0808 278 7837
Visit citizensadviceenfield.org.uk

“The £20-a-week increase 
during this difficult time  

has been a lifeline”

Advertisement

For London’s Ambitious
020 7700 9200 | courseinfo@candi.ac.uk 

THIS IS MY 
SPRINGBOARD

DON’T DELAY
ENROL TODAY
Still unsure of where you’ll 
be studying in September?
Whether you’re looking to get a job, advance 
in your career, go to university, or start 
something new, City and Islington College 
can help you achieve your ambitions. 
We have a large variety of courses taught by industry 
experts – including A Levels, practical work-based 
vocational courses, Access to Higher Education 
diplomas, apprenticeships, and more. 

Visit one of our centres
Find out what to bring:

candi.ac.uk/enrolAll of our courses up to Level 2  and short 
courses up to Level 3 are FREE

7251_CANDI-Enfield-Dispatch-Half-page-ENROL-265x152mm-Oct.indd   17251_CANDI-Enfield-Dispatch-Half-page-ENROL-265x152mm-Oct.indd   1 27/09/2021   16:0027/09/2021   16:00
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hanges to the NHS imposed 
via government are creating 
services that ensure many 

people will suffer from increas-
ing disabilities and ill health, 
through delays in obtaining the 
treatments they desperately need. 
These changes are being set in place 
now, behind people’s backs.

For example, one patient I know 
is experiencing severe back pain is 
having a wait of many months on 
heavy painkillers before they can get 
the surgery they need. This formerly 
healthy and active person is effec-
tively disabled by the new system.

Now, new NHS bureaucracy is pre-
venting GPs from referring their 
patients for diagnostic scans or 
specialist consultants. Patients are 
being hindered through complicated 
bureaucracy from receiving timely, 
effective and urgent treatments. The 
new systems are costly to run and 
seem to be deliberately designed to 
make it more difficult to access NHS 
care, shunting those who can afford 
it into using private sector healthcare.

Despite people’s lifelong payments 
into the taxation system, govern-
ment ideology and rampant greed 
have brought the NHS to the point 
where patient care is secondary to 
profit, and ideas about ensuring a 
healthy workforce and good quality 
of life for all have become secondary 
to the selfish desires of the most 
powerful and greediest people in 
our society. Can these changes be 
morally justified? I think not. 

Marion Judd
Defend Enfield NHS

his year organ donation has 
been added to the National 
Curriculum for the f irst 

time, so family members, whatever 
their age, are being encouraged to 
get together to talk about their own 
organ donation decisions.

Knowing what your late relative 
wanted helps families support their 
decision around organ donation 
at what is often a difficult time. 
Around one-in-100 people who 
die can donate their organs for 
transplantation, therefore it is 
important we have these conver-
sations to maximise the lifesaving 
impact this can have on those who 
need it most.

We need more people in our com-
munity to talk with their loved ones 
about organ donation to give them 
the certainty they need to support 
their decision. These conversations 
are especially important for local 
residents from black and Asian 
backgrounds. People from these 
communities are more likely to 
need a transplant, but they often 
wait longer because the best chance 
of a match will often come from 
someone of the same ethnicity. 

Vikki Howarth
Clinical lead for organ donation, 

North Middlesex University 
Hospital NHS Trust

roomfield House Trust chair 
Colin Younger, after years 
of representation on the 

Broomfield House Partnership 
Board and spending inordinate 
amounts of time on a number 
of different plans and projects 

C

T

B

Our NHS 
is under 

threat
Dear Enfield Dispatch

Organ 
donation

Dear Enfield Dispatch

Neglected 
history

Dear Enfield Dispatch

LETTERS
Got an opinion on something in Enfield? We accept letters of up to 150 words 
from people and organisations in the borough. Email EnfieldDispatch@
socialspider.com before the next deadline on Monday 18th October.

Send us your letters

“Enfield’s major challenges can 
only be addressed by conducting 

local politics very differently 
from how it is done today”

which all came to nothing, has 
written twice this year to Enfield 
Council asking them to tell us 
their strategy regarding the future. 
The house, which has an amazing 
history, is the core of Broomfield 
Park and could once again be a 
positive asset to the community.

We have received no substantive 
response to date. As guardians 
of this once handsome historic 
house, our feelings towards this 
silence are hard to summarise in 
a brief sentence. We have been 
angry, frustrated, sad and resigned 
by turns. Where do we go now? 
Is the council’s unstated plan 
to ignore the building until it 
finally falls down, so that it can 
be demolished; something which 
legally they are prevented from 
doing at present?

Bill Yates
Broomfield House Trust

Listening to local people
Enfield’s first-ever Green Party councillor 

says he wants to do local politics differently
here are a number 
of local issues that 
councillors across all 
political parties agree 

on and want to solve.
Circular political arguments on 

their causes, whether it is central 
government funding cuts or the 
incompetence of the elected local 
administration, have not brought 
the improvements local residents 
expect in their communities. I 
therefore believe 
it is time to reduce 
unproductive politi-
cal debates, enhance 
cross party co-opera-
tion, and make a real 
difference to local 
communities by 
strengthening local democracy.

Enfield’s major challenges can 
only be addressed by conducting 
local politics very differently 
from how it is done today. 
Enf ield Council’s decision- 
makers should be open to policy 
proposals from any stakeholder 
that can deliver the best overall 
outcomes for local people and 
the environment.

Residents and businesses in 
Southgate ward continue to 
raise concerns about the dete-
riorating street scene in the 

T ward; perceived levels of crime; 
increased traffic congestion at 
Southgate Circus; high levels 
of f ly-tipping and litter; over-
grown weeds; the poor state of 
local roads; overf lowing waste 
bins; incineration of recyclable 
waste; and unaffordable hous-
ing – to name a few!

I am fortunate to have gained 
support from the other ward 
councillors to facilitate the 

efforts of local community 
groups to create a cleaner, safer, 
greener Southgate – an initia-
tive that is a work in progress.

I have started a local sur-
vey, to better understand the 
consequences of the Fox Lane 
low-traff ic-neighbourhood 
(LTN) and its contribution to 
traffic congestion at Southgate 
Circus. Whether the scheme 
provides measurable reductions 
to people’s carbon footprints, 
and whether it does this in 
a socially just way, are also  

questions being assessed.
Enfield’s draft Local Plan and 

the government’s reforms to the 
planning system will have large-
scale ramifications to the charac-
ter of Southgate in years to come. 
Local community groups have 
great knowledge and insights 
about their neighbourhoods; 
gaining the trust and support 
of local residents is essential for 
successful policy development 

and implementation.
I joined the Green 

Party to give myself 
the opportunity to 
do politics differ-
ently, by placing 
the local commu-
nity at the heart of 

my efforts and only supporting 
political decisions that are in the 
best interest of all local people 
and the environment. As a South-
gate resident of 26 years, I will 
ensure that the voice of the local 
community is clearly heard.

Charith Gunawardena (a Green  
Party member of the Community  
First grouping on the council) 
represents Southgate alongside 
Derek Levy (an independent member 
of Community First) and Stephanos 
Ioannou (Conservative):

Call 07971 672 619 
Email cllr.charith.gunawardena@
enfield.gov.uk

Charith Gunawardena 
was elected as a Labour 
councillor for Southgate 
in 2018 but switched his 
allegiance to the Greens 
earlier this year
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second Enfield 
councillor has 
joined the Green 
Party after claim-

ing Labour and the Tories 
had failed to address “major  
environmental challenges”.

Anne Brown, who rep-
resents Southgate Green, 
announced she had joined 
the Greens at a full council 
meeting last month.

After quitting Labour in 
March, Anne joined indepen-
dent opposition group Com-
munity First, which is made 
up of seven former Labour 
councillors who clashed with 
the current administration. 
She will continue serving as a 
member of Community First.

Cllr Brown’s move means 
the Green Party has gained 
two seats on Enfield Coun-
cil in just over four months. 
Southgate councillor Charith 
Gunawardena – also a mem-
ber of Community First 
– became the borough’s first-

nf ield Council’s efforts to 
tackle shortages of social hous-
ing in the borough have been 
boosted by a £166.6million 

grant from City Hall.
The Greater London Authority agreed to 

fund construction of 1,120 new council 
homes in the borough, with one-third 
of these set to be provided as part of 
the redevelopment of Joyce and Snells 
estates in Angel Edmonton.

Other sites that will benefit from the 
cash are the council’s newly-approved 
scheme to extend a housing estate at 
Exeter Road in Enfield Highway; an 
ongoing redevelopment in Bury Street 
West, Bush Hill Park; new housing in 
Bullsmoor Lane; and at Upton and 
Raynham Roads in Edmonton. Several 
other new council housing schemes 
are also in the pipeline.

The funding is the second highest of the 
recent grants made to boroughs by City 
Hall in the capital and has been described 
as a “huge vote of confidence from Sadiq 

low-carbon heat-
ing network in 
the borough has 
won £24million 

in government funding.
The government’s Heat 

Networks  Investment 
Project (HNIP) awarded 
the money to Energetik to 
support two major 
extensions of its com-
munity heat network.

It brings the total 
support provided by 
HNIP to just under 
£39m, following an 
initial grant and loan 
award of more than 
£14m for the construction of 
Energetik’s initial heat net-
work at the Meridian Water 
housing development.

The additional funding 
will increase the network’s 
reach and enable Energe-
tik to supply low-carbon 
heat to over 50,000 homes, 

A E
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Second Enfield councillor 
joins Green Party

Heating up

Cash from mayor 
for new housing

BY SIMON ALLIN,  
LOCAL DEMOCRACY 

REPORTER

Anne Brown had already quit 
Labour earlier this year

“It’s a huge vote  
of confidence from 

Sadiq Khan”

“This funding 
decision is extremely 

positive for Enfield 
and our company”

ever Green councillor when 
he joined the party in May.

Speaking during the coun-
cil meeting, Cllr Brown 
said: “Neither of the two 
main parties has adequately 
addressed the major environ-
mental challenges, and it’s 
time for a fresh approach to 
public services – and partic-
ularly environmental issues.

“I would like to inform 
members and officers that I 
have today joined the Green 
Party and will help Enfield 

Khan” in the council’s  homebuilding 
programme. Enfield currently has more 
than 4,000 families on its waiting list for 
social housing.

Council leader Nesil Caliskan said:  
“We were delighted to receive the news 
from the Mayor of London that Enfield 
has been awarded generous and vital 
funding to build more and much-needed 
council homes in the borough.

“I look forward to seeing the house-
building programme begin and the  
difference good quality housing will 
make to the lives of Enfield people.”

The new homes funded by City Hall will 
be delivered over a five-year period and 
will be required to meet “stringent safety 
and design requirements”.

Council as another Green 
councillor while remaining 
a member of the Commu-
nity First group.”

Cllr Brown, whose ann- 
ouncement came during a 
debate on Enfield’s street 
scene, blamed the Tory 
government’s “draconian 
cuts” over “many years” for 
a decline in services provided 
by the council, but added 
that the current Labour 
council administration 
should give consultation and 
engagement with the public 
a “much higher priority”.

She also criticised the Con-
servative group for failing 
to mention the impact of 
the new Edmonton incin-
erator, pollution on the 
North Circular Road and 
other “vital issues” in their 
opposition paper.

The Green Party boosted its 
share of the vote in three recent 
Enfield by-elections, which all 
saw swings away from Labour. 
The next local elections, which 
will see all 63 seats on the  
council contested, will take 
place in May next year.

A housing scheme in Bressy Avenue,  
Enfield, part-funded by City Hall

building on its previous 
forecast of 15,000 connec-
tions by 2026 and making 
the scheme the largest to 
be awarded HNIP funding 
to date.

The extensions will link 
together and “significantly 
decarbonise” all existing 

heat networks in Enfield, 
including at Ponders End, 
Oakwood and Arnos Grove, 
by connecting them to the 
upcoming Meridian Water 
energy centre at Edmonton 
Eco Park, which is part of 
the new Edmonton incin-
erator development.

ARTIFICIAL LAWN SPECIALISTS

2 Hour Garden Tidy £69
Garden Clearances from £109

FREEPHONE 0800 587 2449 www.garden-line.co.uk
Email info@garden-line.co.uk

Environment Agency Registered  
Waste Carrier CB/LE5704ZR

• Hedge trimming • Tree Surgery • Driveways • Garden Maintenance • Lawn 
care & replacement • Weed Contol • Artificial lawns supplied & installed • 

Fencing, decking & patios • Resign driveways • Landscaping & planting • Garden 
makeovers • Garden design service • Pressure washing • Gift vouchers available

Energy minister Lord Mar-
tin Callanan said: “Changing 
how we heat homes and 
workplaces is a vital part of 
how we will end our contri-
bution to climate change, 
which is why we’re invest-
ing in cutting-edge low-car-
bon heating technologies 

to help us meet our 
bold climate targets.”

Jayne Clare, man-
aging director  at 
Energetik, said: “This 
funding decision is 
extremely positive 
for Enfield and our 
company. The expan-

sion of our low-carbon heat 
networks will provide the 
required infrastructure to 
unlock potential and deliver 
maximum carbon savings 
across the borough.

“This an immense step 
forward towards achieving 
Enfield’s carbon goals.”

Shaping the future 
of Winchmore Hill
Winchmore Hill  
Residents Association  
Annual General Meeting 

Thursday 14 October 7.30pm 
at the Waterhouse Hall, 
The United Reformed Church 
(Top of Compton Road) N21 3NU

http://whresidents.org

info@whresidents.org

  Published by Winchmore Hill Residents Association

If you need to 
advertise your  

licence application,  
we can help you:

Advertise your 
licence

Email
xavier@socialspider.com
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nfield’s most vulnerable 
residents have been liv-
ing in bleak conditions 
in temporary accommo-

dation – but what is being done to 
provide long-term housing for them?

Enfield Council has initiated sev-
eral regeneration schemes to build 
new homes. The biggest is Meridian 
Water, planned to deliver 10,000 
homes on vacant and industrial 
land in Edmonton. Major estate 
redevelopments are also ongoing 
at Alma Estate in Ponders End and 
New Avenue Estate in Southgate, 
while others are in the pipeline, 
such as at Snells and Joyce estates 
in Angel Edmonton.

At the same time, numerous mar-
ket-driven development schemes, 
often replacing disused buildings 
or making use of vacant brownfield 
(previously developed) land, are 
being brought forward by private 
developers. Because of the need for 
these to be ‘financially viable’ to the 
companies building them, however, 
they often do not meet the coun-
cil’s targets for ‘affordable’ housing 
such as social rent, intermediate 
rent, or shared ownership homes.

Not enough new homes
The council hopes that large-scale 
developments such as Meridian 
Water will greatly reduce Enfield’s 
housing problems, but its flagship 
redevelopment project has yet to 
deliver a single new home despite 
being planned for the last decade.

In its draft Local Plan, published 
this summer, the council allocates 
5,000 homes for Meridian Water 
over the next 20 years, rather 
than the 10,000 homes it contin-
ues to state is its target in other 
council publications.

Matt Burn, from local campaign 
group Better Homes Enfield, says 
the smaller 5,000 homes target for 
Meridian Water is “far from ideal” 
and is being used in the Local Plan 
because significant doubts remain 
over whether the full 10,000 homes 
will ever be built, as much of the 
land required to build them is 
currently protected for industrial 
use. Construction of the first new 
homes at Meridian Water, on the 
site of the former Edmonton gas-
holders, began this summer.

Meanwhile, Enfield has been 
failing to meet its housing targets 
for the whole borough, with an 
average of 438 new homes built 

E
The scale of Enfield’s housing crisis
Sabah Hussain looks at efforts to build new homes in the borough

per year over the last three years 
– just 55% of the 798 annual target 
the council was previously set by 
City Hall. In the new London Plan 
published this year, the target has 
nearly doubled to 1,246 per year.

Councils that fail to meet 75% 
of their total housing targets can 
be forced by government to enact 
a “presumption in favour of sus-
tainable development”. This is 
now the case in Enfield, where 
applications for new homes are 
now being given greater priority.

In a recent monitoring report, 
the council also admitted that “in 
2019/20, an average of 30% (139) 
of all completed conventional 
housing was affordable. This falls 
short of the 40% requirement for 
affordable home delivery”.

For the 11,000 people from Enfield 
living in temporary accommoda-
tion – the second-highest number 
in the UK – what’s most needed 
is homes for social rent. Office 
for National Statistics data show 
the number of social-rent homes 
owned by the council declined 
from 15,004 in 1996 to 10,692 in 
2020. Much of this has been driven 
by ‘Right to Buy’ sales, but there 
have also been a significant num-
ber of social homes demolished by 
the council during this period.

The original Alma Estate had 
more than 700 homes, of which 
the vast majority were social-
rent homes. The new ‘Elements’ 
estate now under construction is 
planned to have 1,080 homes in 
total once complete, but only 41% 
(444) will be designated ‘afford-
able’ and, of those, just half (222) 
will be for social rent.

To address the borough’s afford-
able homes shortfall, two years ago 
the council announced a major new 
homebuilding programme with a 

target of 3,500 new council-owned 
homes. These will either need fund-
ing from extra borrowing or from 
grants – there was good news on 
that front last month when City 
Hall awarded £166million for 1,120 
new council homes in the borough 
– aimed at some of the 4,000+ 
families who remain on Enfield’s 
waiting list for social housing.

How affordable is ‘affordable’?
Median UK house prices have 
increased from £155,000 in 2009 
to £250,000 in 2021, a rise of 62%. 
In the capital, house prices have 
doubled over the same period and 
now average almost £500,000. And 
even though Enfield is among the 
cheapest London boroughs, the 
average price of £412,000 remains 
well above the national average.

Part-rent, part-buy affordable 
housing presents an alternative 
for households in London earning 
under £90,000 a year, with shared 
ownership one of the most com-
mon types of affordable housing 
provided in new developments. 

Shared ownership allows residents 
to purchase at least 10% of a prop-
erty with a mortgage, while paying 
rent on the remaining share. 

However, residents often have 
to pay ground rent on their lease-
hold property and pay a service 
charge, while still being held lia-
ble for maintenance costs. The 
recent cladding crisis has seen 
leaseholders being hit with bills 
for tens of thousands of pounds.

Shared ownership is common across 
Enfield. At Meridian One, the first 
phase of Meridian Water, 226 shared 
ownership homes are being built, rep-
resenting half of the scheme’s 50% 
affordable housing designation.

A Meridian Water scrutiny report 
authored by councillors in 2020 

used an estimated average house 
price of around £440,000 for the 
area to calculate the predicted 
affordability of a shared ownership 
home with a typical 25% share – 
and suggested shared ownership 
homes at Meridian Water would 
be affordable only to households 
earning at least £56,283 per year.

Dino Lemonides, an independent 
councillor for Chase ward and a 
former Labour cabinet member for 
housing, told the Dispatch he believes 
most of the planned new housing 
at Meridian Water “probably isn’t 
affordable to people in Enfield”. 

Matt Burn describes shared own-
ership as “misleading” and added: 
“I would really like to see the 
council reduce shared ownership 
as much as possible and be clear 
about actual discounted housing.” 

Council defends its record
In its response to the issues high-
lighted, a council spokesperson 
pointed out that “the whole coun-
try is falling short” on affordable 
housing because of “massive 
under-investment over decades 

and a complex housing landscape”. 
They added that Enfield “needs 
four times the money we currently 
have from the government” as well 
greater powers to buy land.

Regarding Meridian Water, the 
spokesperson said the aim was to 
build 10,000 new homes over 25 
years, whereas the Local Plan sets 
targets for 20 years, and that the 
first two sites will produce 50% and 
100% affordable housing respec-
tively. With respect to shared own-
ership, they said recent changes 
enabled people to buy a 10% stake 
rather the previous 25% minimum.

Regarding social-rent housing, the 
spokesperson said that “the rate of 
losing stock to Right to Buy is far 
faster than our ability to replenish 
social-rent housing, which is why 
we have opposed Right to Buy” 
and added that the Alma Estate 
plans were drawn up before 2018, 
the year the law changed to allow 
councils to borrow more money 
to support social housing delivery.

*Source: Land Registry

Median house price in Enfield borough*
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This investigation has been funded by 
Trust for London in conjunction with The 
Centre for Investigative Journalism.

Only one of Alma Estate’s four high-rise tower blocks remains standing (centre) 
as new housing (right) replaces it; the ongoing redevelopment will result in a 
significant net loss of social-rent housing on the Ponders End estate
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am a local Enfield resident, text-
based artist and the founder of 
DYSPLA, an arts studio producing 
the work of dyslexic and neurodiver-

gent creatives, which I run with creative 
director Kazimir Bielecki.

We both identify as being neurodivergent 
and passionately believe that art is the 
most powerful form of activism. During 
lockdown we, like most, had time on our 
hands to re-evaluate not only how we are 
going to survive the global pandemic, but 
also how we are going to use this time as 
an opportunity to live differently.

Lockdown instigated the need to feel more 
connected emotionally and physically and 
that meant reframing the meaning of 
‘work’ and ‘home’. These conversations 
with Kazimir and myself formed the seeds 
for our new Arts Council-funded project, 
Words Not Walls, an innovative and  
ambitious street gallery experience. 

The ethos of the public installation is to 
inject a feeling of creativity in places and 
people who do not regularly engage with 
art and culture. Local artist Shey Press was 
commissioned to design the typography 
and the artwork after we came across his 
own public art around Enfield. 

Poetry has taken over our streets and we 
are so grateful to everyone who made this 
project possible. There are a total of five 
buildings across Turkey Street, Enfield 

I

For more information about Grassroots:
Email tocsenfield@gmail.com
Instagram @grassrootshub

Find a list of locations for where to  
see the Words Not Walls artwork:
Email hello@dyspla.com
Visit dyspla.com

Murals for the masses
Lennie Varvarides introduces Words Not Walls, a public 

art exhibition connecting people to their community

uring Black History Month 
this October, Grassroots 
members are holding a series 
of events to celebrate black 

heritage, history and food.
Grassroots is a network of independent 

foodbanks and community pantries that 
have come together since June 2020 
to focus on addressing food injustice 
and supporting people experiencing 
food poverty, with improved access to 
cultural food.

Three founder members – Together Our 
Community Survives (TOCS), Nigerian 
Catholic Community, and Daisybeats 
African Community Support – have 
joined forces with other community 
organisations to inform, inspire and 
connect people through food for Black 
History Month.

For Deacon Jacqueline Esama-John, from 
Edmonton Methodist Church; Nichola 
Lauder, from Edmonton Seventh-day 
Adventist Church; and Hamida Ali, from 
Enfield Childrens and Young Persons 
Service (ECYPS); the importance of 
culturally specific food in Edmonton, 
where more than a quarter of the residents 
are black, makes a tremendous difference 
to improving the lives, health and wellbeing 
of families who use their foodbanks.

On Saturday 16th October, both Fore 
Street and Ordnance Road pantries will 
be offering taster sessions of authentic 
African, Caribbean and Asian food and 
recipe cards, developed with support from 
Enfield Council and Enfield Food Alliance 
members, as part of the celebrations.

On Fr iday  22nd October,  f rom 
9am–2pm, The Pantry in Bounces Road 
is hosting an event with traditional 
Somali food and cultural dancing. 
Sadiya Mohamoud, from Phoenix Family 
Support Service, said: “[You can also] 
learn more about Samafal Families 
Association’s Black History Month 
project, which includes a deep-dive 
interview with black women in Enfield 
to learn more about their challenges 
and lived experiences.”

On Saturday 23rd October at Forty 
Hall Farm, Grassroots will be holding 
a ‘Food Fest’ which will focus on the 
significant role food plays in enriching 
cultural identity and being a catalyst 
for connecting black people to their 
history and culture. We will be bringing 
together chefs, food businesses and 
surplus food redistributors to take part 
in a farm tour, cultural food talks, 
demonstrations and food tastings.

D

Celebrating 
our history

By Dionne John

Wash and Enfield Highway for pedestrians 
to seek out and enjoy, all made possible by 
Honilands Primary School, Enfield North 
MP Feryal Clark, Enfield Council, Arriva 
Rail London and Transport for London. 

A private view took place last month in the 
form of a poetry trail that started at Albany 
Park, with local guest poet Cheryl Moskowitz 
reading from her latest book and an infor-
mal model-making workshop designed by  
Think With Card and led by Diversity Lab.

The majority of the poetry was written 
by ten children aged seven-to-ten years 
from Honilands Primary School, which 
I then developed and curated during a 
six-week after-school poetry club last 
summer. I’m proud to say that every sin-
gle child now sees themselves as a poet 
– hopefully for the rest of their life!

Nothing on this scale has ever happened 
before on this side of the A10. It’s not the 

litter on the floor that people are looking 
at now, it’s the art on the walls. We plan 
to keep all the artwork up for as long as 
possible, so that every pedestrian has the 
opportunity to enjoy the experience.

The goal was to make art accessible to all 
people, as well as to normalise it in public 
places. Why can’t a street in our neck of 
the woods be an artistic happening? Why 
shouldn’t it be just as normal to see art 
as it is to see litter on our streets? Do we 
not deserve beauty as well? 

People are indirectly becoming part of the 
tapestry of the artwork they pass, while 
getting on with their day. They are no lon-
ger just pedestrians; when they engage in 
reading poetry, they are participants.

This art project has us all talking now. 
People walking their dog, taking their 
kids to school or going to work, are engag-
ing with art and reading micro-poems in 
places where there is usually no artistic 
stimulation. It’s an odd sight to see a 
pedestrian stop and have a personal reflec-
tive moment with text-based artwork. 
But it is happening and, when it does, 
I feel proud to have curated something 
that connects strangers not only to other 
people but to themselves too. 

Public artwork in Albany Park created by Shey Press Credit Kazimir Bielecki

A ‘Words Not Walls’ poetry mural at Turkey Street 
Station Credit Kazimir Bielecki
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Forty Hall Apple Day
Sunday 10th October, 10am–3pm
Forty Hall Farm, Forty Hill EN2 9HA

Celebrate our tenth anniversary with 
juicing demonstrations and orchard tours.

Free entry
Visit facebook.com/fhforchard

HARVEST

MUSIC

Tribute to Monty Meth
Tuesday 19th October, 11am–3pm
Southbury Leisure Centre, 192 
Southbury Road, Enfield EN1 1YP  

Enfield Over 50s Forum is honouring 
late president Monty Meth with a 
chance to exercise and socialise.
Prices vary
Visit enfieldover50sforum.org.uk

Animal Search
Friday 22nd until Thurs 28th October
Edmonton Green Shopping Centre

Search for the twelve animal baby 
pictures throughout the centre. The 
winner will receive a goody bag and 
meet and greet with the baby animals.

Free entry
Visit edmontongreencentre.co.uk

Enfield Art Circle
Sunday 24th Oct until Sunday 19th Dec
Online only

New and exciting works for sale by 
versatile artists in many mediums, with 
10% going to Enfield Young Carers.

Free entry
Visit enfieldartcircle.org/art2021

EXERCISE

CHILDREN

EXHIBIT

Fashion Tea Party
Wed 27th October, 2pm–6pm
Country Club Trent Park, Bramley 
Road, Oakwood N14 4UW

Offering fun, entertainment, a fashion 
show, pop-up shop and delightful 
afternoon tea for children and adults. 

Early bird tickets £18
Visit fashionteaparty.eventbrite.co.uk

The History of Mary Prince 
Saturday 30th October, 12pm
Ponders End URC, Loraine Close, 
Ponders End EN3 4AL

Discover Mary Prince, the first Caribbean 
woman to publish a book in the UK in 
1831, with this broadcast of a full radio 
drama written by Jason Young.

Free entry
Email gospeltemple@outlook.com 

PARTY

HISTORY

Line Dancing Class for Beginners
Every Tuesday, 11.30am
Enfield Baptist Church, Cecil Road 
EN2 6TG

Step-by-step line dancing tuition. No 
experience needed.

£5 entry 
Visit thesaddlebags.co.uk

Enfield Bridge Club
Every Friday, 10am
Mary Magdalen Church, Windmill 
Hill, Enfield EN2 7AJ

We are a small friendly bridge club 
hoping to find new members.

First visit is free
Email malcolmroberts72@hotmail.com

MumSing Choir for Mums
Every Monday, 10am
Stephen’s Church Hall, 56 Village 
Road, Enfield EN1 2EU

Join our child-friendly choir for mums 
who love to sing. 

£15 a month
Visit vocallysound.co.uk

CHOIR

DANCING

GAMES

LISTINGS
We can include low-cost community events taking place in  
Enfield. For next month's listings, email the details of your event  
to enfielddispatch@socialspider.com by Monday 18th October.

Submit your listing

Riding the wave
A singer-songwriter from Arnos Grove is 

making a splash in the music industry

singer-songwriter 
from Arnos Grove 
is hoping to make 
it big after signing 

for a new record label.
Former Ashmole Academy pupil 

Natalie Shay has released a new 
single, New Wave, ahead of an 
upcoming EP that she hopes will 
propel her into the mainstream.

Natalie has already struck up 
a considerable following online 
– racking up more than 100,000 
monthly listeners on Spotify – 
thanks to a string of catchy pop 
choruses. Now, after a long pan-
demic-enforced break, she’s been 
throwing herself back into the 
rhythm of live performances.

Natalie told the Dispatch: “I did a 
socially-distanced headline set in 
June in Hackney and that was the 
first indoor gig I had done [since 
the pandemic]. Through the sum-
mer I have been doing festivals, 

A
including one of the [council’s] 
Month of Sundays events in Pon-
ders End which was really fun.”

New Wave was written by Natalie 
with help from her close friend 
Kaity Rae, a successful music pro-
ducer and songwriter who also 
hails from Enfield. “I wrote the 
song at her house, we grew up 
together,” says Natalie. Explain-
ing the inspiration behind it, 
she adds: “After a relationship, 
there’s that little period of time 
where you need to find your 
way, then the new wave comes 
and it’s a super exciting start of 
something new.”

The 22-year-old has far more 
experience than her age would 
suggest, having first started 
performing at the age of 13. 
Attending the famous Brit 
School, which has launched 
the careers of Adele and Leona 
Lewis among others, certainly 
helped put Natalie on the road 
to success.

She said: “Starting performing 
so young was good for me, it has 
really helped. My first gig was 
when I was 13, a bit randomly 
it was in a Sainsbury’s car park 
in Balham.

“I play with a band when I do 
full shows. I have been on BBC 
Introducing which has been 
very supportive.”

As for what’s next, Natalie is 
looking forward to performing 
at Camden Assembly on 24th 
November, followed by the launch 
of her new EP. “I got a new man-
ager and they introduced me to 
this label in Brighton and I really 
got on with them. I have done 
two singles now and hopefully the 
new EP will be out in January.

“When I reach a goal I feel 
good for about a day and then set 
myself a new target.”

Follow Natalie Shay online:
Facebook /NatalieShayMusic
Instagram @natalieshaymusic
Twitter @natalieshay_
Visit natalieshay.co.uk

BY JAMES CRACKNELL

Singer-songwriter Natalie Shay lives in Arnos Grove Credit LPR Agency

Celebrating Neurodiverse Music
Saturday 30th October, 7pm
Culture Palace, Palace Gardens 
Shopping Centre, Enfield EN2 6SN

Patrick Samuel will be performing songs 
from new album ‘Communion’, alongside 
fellow musician Robin Plays Chords.

Free entry (booking required)
Visit dugdalecentre.co.uk/events
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Neil Littman tucks in to food from  
an enterprising Winchmore Hill café

ome restaurants make an impact 
with their ambience, some with their 
food, others based on the personality 
of their owners or staff. The Larder is 

a venue that has elements of all three.
This is also a place that has shown a great 

deal of imagination, reinventing its offer 
to meet the demands of a challenging year, 
but also to make itself a popular destination 
for local residents and visitors. It was the 
first place I visited on a regular basis after 
moving to the area in 2014; good for solo 
dining as well as somewhere to meet up 
with friends and family.

Run by Michael Ionnou since 2017, The 
Larder is one of the cafés in Winchmore 
Hill located directly on The Green, where 
you can time your visit by the arrival and 
departure of the W9 bus. It has a very 
relaxed vibe and is a cosy place to enjoy the 
local paper; a perfect pit stop. They serve 
their own specially roasted coffee which 
is a unique blend of Colombian, Ethiopian 
and Ugandan beans.

When Michael took over it was a food store 
and café serving breakfast and lunch with 
occasional supper club events. Since then, he 
has changed the emphasis towards a wider 

S

For more information about The Larder:
Visit facebook.com/larderlife

Adapting to changing demands

variety of dining experiences, including pop-
ups and seasonal events.

The menu has also expanded over the 
years and is now a mixture of English and 
Mediterranean cuisine serving breakfast 
and brunch with granola and croissants, 
plus dishes such as croque monsieur, oyster 
mushrooms seared with garlic and butter, 
served on sourdough toast with poached 
eggs, eggs royale or Benedict, plus salads 
and charcuterie. The menu changes sea-
sonally as well.

The café is also licensed and serves draft 
beers and lagers as well as wine and Pro-
secco. Pimms is a favourite refreshment 
during the summer  A saving grace during 
lockdown was the opening of their front 
window to serve takeaways and beer on tap.

One of the best aspects of the place has 

been the f lexible approach taken during 
the past year to maintain contact with 
customers and provide different dining 
experiences. When lockdown was lifted, 
The Larder provided more space for alfresco 
dining and the garden was opened up and 
renovated to provide additional seating all 

“He has changed the 
emphasis towards 
a wider variety of 

dining experiences”

year round. Special ‘pop-up’ events have 
included barbecue pork smoked in-house, 
stone-baked pizzas and paella evenings.

The Larder’s success is a testament to the 
hard work of the staff and their loyal clientele. 

Michael Ionnou has run The Larder in Winchmore Hill since 2017

FOOD

We hope you’re enjoying reading the 
Dispatch. If you’ve received this copy 
through your letter box and would like 

to continue receiving it directly to 
your door in future, you can sign up as 
a member for £5 per month. We only 

distribute a limited number of copies to 
residential addresses for free, as a way 
of introducing people to the paper, and 

the streets where we deliver change 
regularly. To find out more about our 
membership options turn to Page 20.

Visit enfielddispatch.co.uk/join

Get the Dispatch 
through your door 

every month!
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Visit our Certified Organic 
farm in Enfield, run by Capel 
Manor College, London’s 
environmental college 
 

Forty Hall Farm

Meet our farm animals, from 11am to  
4pm every Saturday and Sunday

Farm Shop, open from 11am to 4pm 
every Friday, Saturday and Sunday

London’s only organic commercial 
vineyard

Visit our monthly farmers’ markets
Sunday 10 October
Sunday 14 November
Sunday 12 December

Sign up to our weekly veg bag 
scheme with Enfield Veg Co.

fortyhallfarm.org.uk 
Forty Hall Farm, Forty Hill, Enfield EN2 9HA
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AROUND THE BOROUGH

A LOCAL ARTIST HAS UNVEILED

A CONTROVERSIAL PLAN TO

A POPULAR CAT WHO WAS A

THE SENIOR GARDENER AT

C A P E L  M A N O R  C O L L E G E

ENFIELD COUNCIL HAS WON

his tribute to the England football 
team’s ‘Three Kings’ – Bukayo 
Saka, Marcus Rashford and Jadon 
Sancho – at Edmonton Green 

build flats on Arnos Grove Station’s 
car parks is likely to go ahead after 
councillors backed down in response 
to an appeal.

Enfield Council’s planning com-
mittee withdrew its reasons for 
refusing the 162-home “build-to-
rent” scheme at Arnos Grove Station 
as it faces an appeal from developer 
Connected Living London, a joint 
venture between TfL and property 
firm Grainger. It would see blocks 
of f lats up to seven storeys high 
built on the station’s two car parks, 

familiar face for people strolling 
along the New River has died.

Barney, believed to be aged 13, 
always kept passers-by in River 
View entertained. After a trib-
ute was posted on Instagram by 
Emma Rigby from community 
group Love Your Doorstep, who 
described him as “an absolute 
icon”, owner Chris Smith replied 
and said: “We knew Barney was 
popular, but we didn’t realise just 
how well known he really was!

“He liked nothing more than 
breakfast in bed, followed by a 
snooze, before going out to meet 
all his friends as they passed by. 
Our lives certainly won’t be the 
same without him.”

Shopping Centre.
Simon, from graffiti art group 

Blingwear UK, said: “When com-
munities stand together, amazing 
things happen. This wasn’t about 

removing hundreds of spaces and 
restricting parking to only disabled 
Blue Badge holders and station staff.

In January, the council’s planning 
committee refused permission for 
the scheme, ruling it would not pro-
vide enough family housing, fail to 
make up for lost car parking, and fail 
to preserve or enhance the setting of 
the Grade 2-listed station building.

But the developer appealed to the 
government’s Planning Inspectorate, 
meaning the council would have 
to defend its position in an official 
inquiry due to be held later this year – 
and risk paying significant legal costs.

The council’s response was dis-
cussed by the planning committee 

EDMONTON GREEN

ARNOS GROVE

ENFIELD TOWN

BULLS CROSS

BULLSMOOR

ENFIELD HIGHWAY

Graffiti tribute

Station flats likely to go ahead

Tributes for Barney

End of an era

Tree cheer

New homes on estate

art for me but a symbol of unity and 
to encourage young people today to 
remain united. 

“I wanted to do my bit to inspire 
and support our local community.”

in a session held in private because it 
contained “exempt information”. The 
Local Democracy Reporting Service 
understands the decision subsequently 
reached came partly as a result of 
changes in planning policies intro-
duced since permission was refused.

In particular, City Hall’s new Lon-
don Plan now puts a greater empha-
sis on walking, cycling and public 
transport. The council has also come 
under more pressure to build new 
homes after missing its targets for 
several years and, in February, was 
told it had failed to meet the govern-
ment’s housing delivery test.

Enfield Council did not respond to 
requests for comment.

Myddelton House Gardens has 
retired after nearly 30 years.

Bryan Hewitt joined the visitor 
attraction in 1990 and holds the 
distinction of having worked with 
every head gardener since the 

welcomed Japanese ambassador 
Hayashi Hajime for a special 
tree-planting ceremony.

permission to build 129 new 
homes at Exeter Road Estate after 
town hall chiefs agreed to consider 
building a new road to reduce the 
scheme’s impact on neighbours.

All new homes will be classed as 
‘affordable’ with 67% at London 
Affordable Rent levels – aimed at 
those on the housing waiting list. 
Just under half (45%) will be three 
or four-bedroom units.

Members of the planning com-
mittee broadly welcomed the 
scheme but called for extra safe-
guards to allay neighbours’ con-
cerns over adding more homes to 

time of E A Bowles in the 1950s. 
He penned and published a biog-
raphy for the famed horticultur-
alist from Bulls Cross titled The 
Crocus King. In retirement Bryan 
plans to continue at Myddelton 
as a volunteer. 

As part of the Sakura Cherry Tree 
Project, marking 150 years of friend-
ship and co-operation between 
Japan and the UK, the tree is one 
of nearly 7,000 Sakura cherries 
planted at more than 400 schools 
and 160 sites across country.

The ambassador said: “Capel Manor 

the 230 flats already on the estate. 
Committee member Doug Taylor 
proposed building a new access 
road – an idea that won the back-
ing of several other councillors.

Although officers warned a new 
road could have an impact on a 
wetland scheme planned for neigh-
bouring Durants Park, they agreed 
to “look at what the council could 
accommodate”. The application 
was then unanimously approved.

NEWS

Graffiti artists Simon and Gnasher in front of the ‘Three Kings’ mural at Edmonton Green Shopping Centre

BY SIMON ALLIN,  
LOCAL DEMOCRACY REPORTER

BY SIMON ALLIN,  
LOCAL DEMOCRACY REPORTER

“All new homes 
will be classed 
as affordable”

College is a perfect place for Sakura 
trees to be planted for this project. 
Thanks to the efforts of everyone 
involved across the UK, 7,000 cherry 
trees have been planted and, as they 
grow and blossom, I hope they bring 
joy to all and remind them of the deep 
friendship between our two nations.”

Barney was a familiar face  
along River View
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Richard Cowley shares memories from his grandfather who helped 
establish Enfield’s Grade 2-listed monument to casualties of war

A century of Enfield Cenotaph

his month marks the 100th 
anniversar y  o f  Enf ie ld 
Cenotaph; a special occasion 
for my family because of our 

connection to the monument.
My grandfather was Walter George 

Cowley and he was the headmaster of 
the old St Michael’s Boys’ School in Chase 
Side when the First World War broke out 
in 1914. Apparently he had tears in his 
eyes as he watched young men march 
away to war. Most likely is that among 
the rows of soldiers were boys he had 
taught in the school. 

Walter was also part of Enfield Patriotic 
Committee, in the role of secretary. 
The committee was responsible for the 
fundraising effort to build a cenotaph 
in Enfield. The total cost was £909/3/1 
and the site chosen was in Chase Green 
Gardens, at the junction of Windmill Hill 
and Chase Side. Made of Portland stone, 

T it was built to commemorate the men 
and boys who never came back.

The cenotaph is very impressive and set 
within a rectangular paved area bounded 
by stone pillars linked by chains. A stone 
casket surmounts the cenotaph and an 
engraving reads “our glorious dead”.  

It also now commemorates those lost in the 
Second World War and in conflicts since.

Walter sadly died in 1933 in a road 
accident in London Road. Through my 
brother David Cowley, I have a number 
of artefacts from him which relate to 
the cenotaph and how it came to be. 
There is the exercise book containing the 
minutes of the patriotic committee from 

Enfield Cenotaph was officially unveiled on 30th October 1921 at Chase Green Gardens

6th June 1918; there is the programme 
for the opening on 30th October 1921; 
the armband Walter wore to the event; 
and also his own invitation.

The opening was attended by Bishop 
Suffragen of Willesden and an address 
was given by Lieutenant General 

Sir Francis Lloyd, who was a hugely 
experienced military officer in charge 
of London during the First World War. 
He had fought in the Sudanese and Nile 
campaigns and had been mentioned in 
despatches at the battle of Hasheen.  
No doubt his thoughts at the ceremony 
were of many past comrades.

The Enfield Silver Band played Old 

Comrades, Land of Hope and Glory, The 
Better Land and The Creation. A hymn was 
sung and the bishop gave an address; 
the memorial was then unveiled. There 
followed a prayer of dedication of the 
memorial.  To close the ceremony, 
buglers  f rom the  7th  Batta l ion 
Territorial Middlesex Regiment played 
The Last Post. 

Today some people do not like the 
idea of remembrance, feeling that it 
glorifies war. With friends a few years 
ago, I visited the graves and memorials 
in France of soldiers who died on the 
battlef ield. To see those crosses set 
for boys and young men, sitting row 
on row on row, I could see no glory. 
Nor was there any glory, I suspect, 
for the crowds at the unveiling of 
the cenotaph in Enfield. The scale of 
tragedy from that war is beyond our 
modern comprehension.

“The scale of tragedy from that war is 
beyond our modern comprehension”
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Divorce Mediation
Are you separating or getting divorced?

Do you need help with children or 
financial arrangements?

Mediation can save stress and costs

Phone or email free of charge  
to find out more

Jane Mace Family Mediation
Tel: 07702 365 988

Website: janemacefamilymediation.com
Email: jane@janemacefamilymediation.com

Advertisement

esidents and councillors have 
called on Thames Water and 
Enfield Council to do more to 
improve the condition of the 

New River Loop.
Poor water quality and low levels along 

the historic waterway through Enfield 
Town have alarmed local people in recent 
months, with complaints over scores of 
dead fish and other wildlife seen f loating 
in stagnant parts of the loop, as well as foul 
smells, overgrown vegetation and litter.

The New River was built in the 17th Century 
to supply water for London but, although it 
still fulfils this role, the loop section through 
Enfield Town was cut off from the main flow 
in the Victorian era when pipes were laid 
between Southbury Road and Bush Hill Park. 
The loop is now maintained chiefly for its 
value as a local amenity.

There have long been concerns raised 
about the condition of the loop, with 
responsibility for its maintenance split 
between Enfield Council, which manages 
the water quality, and Thames Water, 
which controls the pumps that allow more 
water to enter the loop.

This year water levels have been even lower 
than usual, seemingly harming much of 
the wildlife that relies on it and leading to 
many complaints. Henry Jacobs, an Enfield 
Town resident, said it was the lowest he’d 
ever seen the water level in the loop.

Henry said: “Outside the Crown and 
Horseshoes pub garden I could see ducks 
standing on the riverbed. I estimate the 
water at this point to be no more than 200 
millimetres [0.2 metres].

“It is the lowest the river has been to 
my knowledge. It was here that I photo-
graphed a dead duck. The colour was a 

R

Call for action to improve New River Loop
Low water levels threatening wildlife along waterway

murky brown, with considerable sludge 
and decomposed vegetation on the bottom.”

A tour of the loop was arranged by Enfield 
Council for local councillors in late August, 
where various problems with the loop were 
highlighted. Terry Neville, a Conservative 
councillor for Grange ward which includes 
the section of New River in Town Park, said he 
thought Thames Water needed to do more to 
maintain higher water levels. Cllr Neville told 
the Dispatch: “As far as I am concerned, there 
has not been the management of surface water.

“It is not just litter and silt, there are bro-
ken branches and trees. It is shallow and 
it gets far too low.”

Tory ward colleague Chris Dey blamed the 
council and said: “Residents write to me on 
an almost daily basis [about the New River]. 
The council has got a statutory responsi-
bility and the people of Enfield are angry 
– they need to sort it out.” 

Asked to respond to the complaints, a 
Thames Water spokesperson said its “main 
priority” was to ensure a steady f low of 
water from the New River into its reservoirs 
in Hackney, Haringey and the Lea Valley, 
but also said the company “recognised 
the importance” of supplying the loop in 
Enfield. They added that water levels in the 
loop had fallen lower this year because of 
a once-in-ten-years inspection programme.

They said: “Meeting demand for water 
from our customers will always be our main 
priority, but we recognise the New River 
and Enfield loop are important places for 
local communities and wildlife.

“Water levels are currently lower than 
normal due to a number of factors and 
the condition of the loop, which is the 
responsibility of the local council, has 
also contributed. Firstly, we’re carrying out 
tunnel inspections further north on the 
New River and we had to drop the water 
levels to ensure the safety of our engineers. 
Additionally, we’re carrying out essential 
maintenance on the river banks, which will 
temporarily reduce the levels of water that 
can be safely transported.

“We’ve also seen high growth levels of an 

BY JAMES CRACKNELL

“It is shallow and it 
gets far too low”

aggressive river weed species that restricts 
the flow of water. To tackle this we’ve been 
out almost every day during spring and 
summer to cut back the weed and help 
keep the river f lowing.”

A council spokesperson said: “The New 
River Loop is a 400-year-old artificial water-
course that does not have a natural water 
supply, and is therefore highly vulnerable 
to water shortages and pollution. We are 

working with Thames Water to improve 
the pumps that feed the New River Loop 
to ensure a reliable f low of water. We are 
also taking measures to improve the man-
agement of the loop, including increased 
vegetation cutting and litter collection.

“In the longer-term we are looking to 
minimise the impact of silt and algae, by 
investigating the most sustainable way to 
deal with these long-standing issues.”

A dead duck floating in the New River Loop near the Coach and 
Horseshoes Pub in Enfield Town Credit Henry Jacobs

Numerous dead fish seen floating on the surface of the New River  
Loop adjacent to Southbury Road in Enfield Town
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egulars at Enfield 
Town FC may have 
noticed a new fig-
ure in the dugout 

talking tactics with manager 
Andy Leese and his manage-
ment team.

Although Ian Hart lives in 
Cambridge, when he was 
approached pre-season to be 
the club’s first-team coach 
he didn’t think twice. “I got 
brought up most of my life in 
and around Enfield,” Ian told 
the Dispatch.

“My nan and granddad used 
to live in the area. We used to 
go to the Starlight Rooms as 
a family night out. It brings 
back lots of memories.

“Funnily enough my first-
ever coaching role was with 
Gary Karsa [now at QPR] when 
he was football and commu-
nity officer at Enfield in the 
mid-90s. So I have a long affin-
ity with Enfield.”

Ian’s involvement is already 
c r u c i a l ,  n o t 
just because of 
his experience 
a t  Southend 
United, where 
he spent seven 
years as head of academy 
coaching, but also for his 
contacts. He is involved in 
the academy setup at Enfield 
Town, providing a key link 
between the first team and 
youth squad.

“I’m loving every minute. 
When I was at Southend, my 
role was to watch coaching 
sessions. I had 23 coaches 
under me. Previously I was an 
FA tutor delivering coaching 
courses. Being back on the grass 
has given me my buzz back. It’s 
almost second nature.”

Ian admits he had several 
offers, but it didn’t take him 
long to settle on Enfield Town. 
“It was either a case of going 
to another professional club 

kateboarders in Enfield 
are calling on the council 
to invest in the borough’s 
skateparks – and help 

create the next generation of 
Olympic medallists.

Skateboarding was contested at 
the Olympic Games for the first 
time this summer, with Team GB 
picking up a bronze in Tokyo thanks 
to teenage sensation Sky Brown.

Enfield borough currently has 
three free-to-use skateparks, but 
the largest and most well used is 
the A10 Wheeled Sports Facility, 
also known as Edmonton Skate-
park, which regular skaters say 
has been neglected and even 
become “dangerous” because of 
the condition of its surfaces.

Jamie Rippington has been 
skating there since he was eight-
years-old and told the Dispatch 
the problems started when the 
skatepark was used as an access 
point for Enfield Council’s ongo-
ing expansion works at the neigh-
bouring Edmonton Cemetery.

According to Jamie, ongoing 
problems at the A10 skatepark 
include loose gravel and stones, 
which can get stuck under people’s 
wheels when they are skating, as 
well as broken f loodlights and 
fencing. He said: “They [the coun-
cil] left it as a construction site. 
Someone came to the site but they 
didn’t remedy any of the issues.

“To a degree it is dangerous if 
you are skating and there is gravel 
on the surface, it is a health and 
safety hazard. What was a good 
facility before is now not very 
good. I just want it to be a good 
place to be again.

“It just needs a bit of love and 
care. There has been a big uptake 
in skateboarding since the Olym-
pics and there is funding available 
for it now.”

The council has two other 
skateparks, at Albany Park and 
Bush Hill Park, but Jamie says 
the Edmonton venue is still the 
best available in the borough. 
“This facility has been there for 
20 years and I have grown up 
with it,” he said.

R
S

“Back in the day it was really 
good but it very run down now 
and I just think it needs some 
attention. If there is money to 
extend it then great but really we 
just want it brought back to how 
it used to be.”

Bush Hill Park councillor James 
Hockney has also been calling 
for the council to take action 
and said: “It is astounding that 
after six months of pressing the 
council to bring the skatepark to 
a safe and decent standard for our 
youngsters, we are still waiting.”

An Enfield Council spokesper-
son said: “We can confirm that 
grounds maintenance, sweeping 
and graffiti removal works at the 
skatepark have all taken place 
and will continue to take place, 
in line with the parks team’s  

maintenance schedule.
“The skate ramps themselves 

have had investment over the last 
year and are in very good condition, 
while the concrete surfaces form-
ing part of the ramp area are also 
well kept. Work will be completed 
in the near future on new fencing 
adjacent to the cemetery. Once the 
neighbouring A10 cemetery works 
are complete, we will be looking 
into any remedial works identified 
for the asphalt areas.

“Enfield Council is proud to have 
high levels of participation in all 
kinds of sport across the borough, 
including skateboarding, and we 
take the maintenance of all our 
parks and outdoor facilities very 
seriously to help people enjoy the 
activities they love in safe and 
welcoming environments.”

BY ANDREW WARSHAW

Demand for investment 
in borough’s skateparks

Hart of  
the matter

Olympic success spurs surge in skateboarding despite 
one borough skatepark being described as ‘dangerous’

As Enfield Town FC ride high in  
the Isthmian Premier Division, 
Andrew Warshaw speaks to the 

club’s new first-team coach

Jamie Rippington at the Edmonton skatepark, where loose 
gravel and stones are creating a health and safety hazard

or going into non-league. 
There were a couple of clubs 
within the Cambridge area 
who spoke with me, but my 
affiliation with Enfield made 
it too hard to turn down.”

Ian’s own business, Level 7 
Academy, provides a platform 
that creates both a football 
and learning experience for 
young people who want to 
progress to the next level and 
has five sites, including one at 
Enfield Town.

Dovetailing with the Town-
ers’ management team to get 
the best out of his experience 
is key. “Nine times out of ten 
if I’m asked a specific ques-
tion I can come up with the 
answer,” he says.

“People say the standard 
may be lower than when I was 
at Southend but it you want 
to raise your expectations you 
have to bring that to the table. 
We had a very positive start to 
the season but can improve 
in terms of controlling the 
tempo of games.”

S o m e t h i n g 
Ian has intro-
duced is a spe-
cial vest which 
calculates how 
far players run 

within a particular game, 
which he says “makes them 
work harder if they find they 
are not running as much as 
someone else”. It all generates 
healthy competition, as does 
a points system for individual 
performances which “makes 
players accountable for their 
actions as well as helping with 
the selection process”.

It’s clear Ian has invalu-
able knowledge of the game, 
but his personality is just as 
important. “Put it this way, I 
have a calmness about me. I 
don’t really get too f lustered. 
Not much fazes me.”

Ian’s ambition for the season? 
“To help get us promoted, pure 
and simple. I’m a winner.”

“Not much 
fazes me”

BY JAMES CRACKNELL
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Individual rewards

Organisational rewards

£3 per month upwards:
Name in print and online, pin badge

£5 per month upwards:
Name in print and online, pin badge, tote 
bag, paper posted to you every month

£10 per month:
Name in print and online, 10% discount  
on advertising 

£20 per month:
Name and logo in print and online,  
20% discount on advertising 

£50 per month:
Name and logo in print and online, 40% 
discount, six free small adverts per year

How you can help
As a not-for-profit publication we rely on the 
generous support of our community. We look 
to our readers, who recognise the value of 
independent journalism, to help support us.

You can do this by becoming a member either  
as an individual or as an organisation. See the 
rewards opposite and once you’ve decided what 
package you would like, visit our website: 
enfielddispatch.co.uk/join

Member 
organisations klaudia@ 

socialspider.com

To become an 
organisational 

member email: 

What we do
Here at Enfield Dispatch we do things differently.  
We combine professional journalism with 
voluntary contributions from people who live and 
work in the borough and create content which is 
responsive to and reflective of the community.

These are challenging times for print media 
with many newspapers closing and advertising 
revenue in decline, but our not-for-profit 
model offers a new approach to creating local 
journalism which is inclusive and accountable.

Support independent
local journalism


