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fire safety
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prepare for Small 
Business Saturday

Enfield Town’s strong 
to start to season has 

fans talking promotion

nfield Council has been 
accused of breaking a 
promise to “phase out” 
sending homeless fami-

lies out of the borough after new 
figures showed more were now 
living outside Enfield than when 
the pledge was made. 

Data obtained under the Free-
dom of Information Act by the 
Dispatch show that 908 families 
who sought emergency accom-
modation from the council are 
currently being housed outside 
Enfield, up from 755 two years ago 
when the council announced in a 
press release that “the extensive 
use of temporary accommodation 

and housing residents outside of 
Enfield are practices set to be 
phased out”.

Although no timeline was set 
for when the pledge would be 
met, council leader Nesil Caliskan 
said at the time that the council 
would “use all the tools at our 
disposal to tackle the issue of tem-
porary accommodation head on 
and eradicate homelessness from  
Enfield altogether”.

One of the council’s most-used 
locations for housing residents 
in need of emergency accommo-
dation – often because they have 
been evicted or are f leeing domes-
tic violence – is Harlow. In its 
September 2019 press release the 
council stated that it had begun 

returning homeless families from 
Harlow and that it “plans to end 
the use of temporary accommoda-
tion and support those currently 
housed in the Essex town to return 
to Enfield”.

Data show that although the 
number of residents living in 
Harlow has reduced since 2019, 
there are still 106 Enfield families 
being housed in the town. Earlier 
this year it was reported that tem-
porary accommodation residents 
living in Greenway House – a con-
verted Harlow office block owned 
by council-run company Housing 
Gateway – had made repeated 
complaints over f looding in their 
f lats and “unlivable” conditions.

Down the road, 110 families 

continue to be housed by Enfield 
Council in Broxbourne, now its 
most-used location outside London, 
while some of the other local author-
ity areas where local families have 
been sent include Slough, 42 miles 
away; Canterbury, 73 miles away; 
Birmingham, 111 miles away; and 
Wolverhampton, 123 miles away.

Matt Burn, from local campaign 
group Better Homes Enfield, ini-
tially welcomed the promise made 
in 2019 but told the Dispatch last 
month: “It is an extremely hard 
promise to keep. If you have got 
someone in front of you who is on 
the verge of being homeless and all 
the places you have got in Enfield 

E

More vulnerable families housed outside 
borough despite ‘phase out’ pledge

RESIDENTS STAGED A protest outside Enfield Civic Centre in November calling on the council to ditch its plans to lease the now-closed 
Whitewebbs Park Golf Course to Tottenham Hotspur, for the creation of a women’s football academy. At a subsequent scrutiny meeting, 
council leader Nesil Caliskan denied claims there had been a conflict of interest in the decision to award the lease after she was given 
free tickets to a Spurs game. Read the full story online at enfielddispatch.co.uk Credit Luke Lane
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ouncillors rejected a 
demand that Enfield 
Council call on North 
London Waste Author-

ity (NLWA) to “pause and review” 
the construction of a new, larger 
Edmonton incinerator.

In a full council meeting last 
month at Enfield Civic Centre, an 
urgent motion tabled by the oppo-
sition Conservatives was amended 
by the Labour administration to 
instead ask the council to write 
to NLWA asking for its “response 
to calls made for a ‘pause and 
review’”. The amended motion 
was opposed by the Conservatives 
and the Community First group, 
but was passed with Labour votes.

It followed a protest outside the 
civic centre prior to the meeting, at 
which campaigners held banners 
demanding Spanish firm Acciona, 
the sole bidder for the contract 
to build the new incinerator at 
Edmonton Eco Park, pull out of 
the scheme. At the COP26 climate 
talks in Glasgow, Acciona’s chief 
executive José Manuel Entrecanales 
was quizzed on the incinerator at a 
panel event and said: “The massive 
oversizing of the plant is some-
thing that is beyond our control”.

The motion agreed by Enfield 
councillors last month included 
a demand the council write to 
NLWA “to consider Mr Entreca-
nales’ comments” and “offer reas-
surance to residents concerning 
the size of the proposed facility”.

Lindsay Rawlings, the Conser-
vative councillor who tabled the 
original motion watered down 
by Labour, said: “I am extremely 
angry – and I am sure the residents 
of Edmonton will feel the same – 
that this will not be looked at again.

“I am absolutely furious the [orig-
inal] motion has not gone through. 

are not suitable, but you have got 
a room in Harlow, then you have 
to make that choice.

“While it is very difficult to 
deliver on that promise, in order to 
do it they would have to repeatedly 
increase their capacity in Enfield 
and sell their property in Harlow.

“It is not easy and it might not be 
financially prudent but they made 

I will write to him [Entrecanales] 
to ask him to pull out.”

Cllr Rawlings had earlier warned 
the incinerator would “end up as 
a white elephant – and a very 
expensive one at that”. Her com-
ments were echoed by Conserva-
tive group leader Joanne Laban, 
who said: “The decision was taken 
many years ago and, during that 
time, concerns around climate 
change have gone up the agenda, 
while the costs have spiralled.

“We need to pause this scheme and 
look at whether it is the right size.”

Community First councillor 
Derek Levy highlighted the health 
concerns around incineration and 
said that because the decision to 
pause and review the incinerator 
was not one that could be taken 
by Enfield Council alone, it should 
“liberate councillors” to speak out.

Deputy council leader Ian Barnes 
hit back, accusing Cllr Levy of 
“scare tactics” and claiming there 
was “no proof” of the harm caused 
to people’s health by incineration. 
Cllr Barnes also pointed out that 
emissions from motor vehicles in 
Enfield were substantially higher 

than that from incineration and 
said: “When you ask residents 
to drive less you get shouted at, 
so it’s easy to go for low-hanging 
fruit [like incineration], but we will 
never agree to increase landfill.”

Cllr Levy responded by citing a 
scientist who has linked inciner-
ation with poor health and said: 
“I know that’s just one, there are 
many more.”

Another key argument from cam-
paigners is that a bigger incinerator 
contradicts aims to boost recycling, 
but Cllr Barnes claimed the new 
facility “can operate at lower lev-
els” and “will not need to import 
waste from other boroughs”.

Green Party councillor Anne 
Brown said she thought the drive 
to expand incineration would 
“draw resources away from 
developing alternative methods 
of waste disposal”.

Labour councillor Ergin Erbil 
accused the Conservatives of 
being “selective eco-warriors” who 
opposed measures to reduce pollu-
tion from motor traffic in Enfield 
while “cherry picking” other  
environmental causes to support.

The amended motion also 
included a call for NLWA to “con-
tinue to scrutinise costs” and 
“redouble its efforts to educate resi-
dents on the benefits of recycling”.

Councillors reject 
incinerator ‘pause’

Archive move

Councillor 
joins Lib Dems

LTN demo

n archive containing infor-
mation on the history of 
Enfield will be temporarily 

moved to a library in Bush Hill Park.
Enf ield Local Studies Library 

and Archive will relocate to Ridge 
Avenue Library this month while 
redevelopment work on its future 
civic centre home is carried out, 
Enfield Council confirmed.

Containing thousands of doc-
uments dating back to the 13th 
Century, the archive has been 
housed in the Dugdale Centre in 
Enfield Town since 2008. But last 
year the council revealed part of the 
Dugdale would be converted into 
offices for its children’s services 
department and, in April this year, 
confirmed the archive would move 
to the civic centre.

former Labour council-
lor has joined the Liberal 
Democrats.

In May Ayfer Orhan became the ninth 
Enfield councillor to leave the Labour 
group since 2020, initially becoming 
an independent sitting with ex-Labour 
colleagues in the Community First 
group. But now Cllr Orhan has joined 
the Lib Dems ahead of next year’s local 
election, although she will continue to 
be part of Community First.

The Ponders End councillor said: “I 
was elected on a manifesto of safer 
and stronger communities, a cleaner 
and greener environment, better 
health for all, decent and secure 
homes for everyone, a decent edu-
cation for our children, care and 
support when you need it, and a more 
equal Enfield. I was unable to deliver 
on these under this current Labour 
administration. But I now can as a 
member of the Liberal Democrats.”

undreds of people took to 
the streets last month to 
demand Enfield Council 

remove a low-traffic neighbourhood 
(LTN) from Palmers Green.

The protest saw several hundred 
residents meet in Broomfield Park 
to hear speeches before marching 
along Aldermans Hill and Green 
Lanes, around the perimeter of the 
Fox Lane LTN.

Enfield Council had earlier announced 
that its consultation on the scheme 
would reopen until 11th January.
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BY JAMES CRACKNELL

BY SIMON ALLIN,  
LOCAL DEMOCRACY REPORTER

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 that promise and it is important 
these promises are not forgotten.”

A council spokesperson said: 
“Enfield experienced a sharp rise 
in the number of households 
requiring temporary accommoda-
tion in 2020 – to more than 3,600 
– because we were obliged to house 
everyone at risk of sleeping rough 
at the start of the pandemic. Since 
then Enfield Council has reduced 
the number by more than 10%, to 

3,202, and continues to seek ways 
to further reduce this number.

“The situation in Enfield is 
complicated by a shortage of per-
manent accommodation because 
other London boroughs place their 
residents in Enfield. This has the 
dual effect of increasing the cost 
of accommodation in the bor-
ough and significantly reducing 
the amount available for Enfield 
residents in their borough.”

“It will end up as 
a white elephant”

Protesters outside Enfield Civic Centre call on construction firm Acciona 
to pull out of its bid to build a new incinerator at Edmonton Eco Park
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At: North London Business Hub, Barnet and Southgate College, High Street, Southgate N14 6BS
Small Business Saturday 4th December, 9.30am - 2.30pm

Running a Business or Just Starting Up?

REGISTER NOW!

FREE TASTER SEMINARS

Top Tips for Starting and Growing a Business 

7 Ways to Boost Your Online Presence

Enhance Your Health and Wellbeing at Work

10.00am

11.00am

12.00 noon

Visit: sbs-drop-in-event.eventbrite.co.uk

On both ads
make more line space between advice section and gift sale section

on dispatch ad
make 2 sub titles bit larger -  advice and gift sale ones
make web address bit larger

FREE DROP-IN BUSINESS ADVICE & DIGITAL ADVICE SESSIONS
Get expert advice on starting or growing a business and get your
digital questions answered. 20 minute sessions, first come, first
served (from 9.45am - 2.30pm).

XMAS GIFT SALE! (from 9.30am - 2.30pm)
Support independent traders and pick up some fabulous gifts!
Jewellery, accessories, delicious cakes, luxury homeware,
sustainable and eco-friendly bags, gifts, candles, skincare products,
crystals, Tibetan blankets, scarves and more!
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esidents living in an 
Enfield Town tower 
block say they have 
been left waiting for 

over a year to find out what fire 
safety defects have been found 
in their building.

Like thousands of others around 
the UK affected by the building 
safety crisis following the Gren-
fell disaster in 2017, residents 
of Tower Point in Sydney Road 
were told last year that fire safety 
defects had been discovered.

It means they cannot obtain an 
EWS1 certificate to show that 
their building complies with 
updated government standards, 
and has left leaseholders unable 
to sell or remortgage their homes 
until the defects are rectified.

But residents have told the 
Dispatch that since being made 
aware of problems last year, land-
lord Comer Property Manage-
ment has not explained exactly 
what the defects are and what 
work is needed to rectify them, 
leaving them unable to make an 
application to the government’s 
Building Safety Fund (BSF), set 
up to offer financial support to 
affected residents.

One of Tower Point’s residents 
is a local Conservative council-

Tower block residents slam landlord over fire safety

R

Chris Dey, an Enfield councillor, is one of the residents affected  
by fire safety issues at Tower Point

lor, Chris Dey, who said: “There 
are leaseholders who have babies 
and want to buy a house but they 
can’t, and there are people who 
are retiring and want to sell but 

they can’t either.
“What we want to know is 

what specif ically needs to be 
done to get the EWS1 form? 
What will it cost and what work 

needs to be done?”
Another resident of the 12-sto-

rey block, who did not want to 
be named, said: “We don’t have 
the most dangerous cladding but 
there are defects and the build-
ing is not in line with current 
regulations. It basically means 
we are un-mortgagable.

“We are not happy with the 
way they [Comer Property] have 
approached this whole situation 
and the lack of due diligence they 
have done. They started writing 
to us a year ago and the first 
thing they said was there were 
problems with cladding and that 
we might need a sprinkler system 
and compartmentalisation.”

Residents say they know a fire 
safety survey was conducted 
at the start of this year, but 
despite repeated requests the 
landlord has not revealed what 
problems were found. Although 
at one point they were told of an 
issue with the timber decking 
on their balconies, after que-
rying what work was needed 
and what it would cost, they 
were ignored. 

The resident added: “I think 
their  strateg y is  to do the 
low-hanging fruit with the bal-
cony decking before they show 
their hand and put everything on 
the leaseholders. They have run 

down the clock on the Building 
Safety Fund.”

The deadline for submitting a 
BSF application was 30th June. 
Cllr Dey says he is furious because 
he knows that residents living in 
a similar building in Harrow, also 
owned by Comer but not directly 
managed by its property arm, 
successfully applied for money 
through the fund.

The Grange ward councillor said: 
“At Platinum House [in Harrow], 
because it is a different manage-
ment company they have applied 
to BSF and successfully had it 
accepted. It is directly comparable 
because it is a Comer building.

“My biggest point is they have 
not acted as a responsible land-
lord and company. They should 
have been proactively applying 
to BSF and monitoring commu-
nication with us.”

Meanwhile, residents say that 
building insurance costs for 
Tower Point have risen by 50% 
since the fire safety issues first 
arose. Cllr Dey added: “This has 
brought us together as a block 
of residents. There is a sense 
of injustice and unfairness. It 
doesn’t feel like they are being 
honest, decent landlords.”

Comer Property Management 
was contacted for comment but 
did not respond.

Advertisement

Our Dog Cody Was Stolen 
2nd August 2018

WE WANT OUR BOY TO BE 
RETURNED TO US WITHOUT 
DELAY PLEASE CONTACT: 

07831 755 882

We will never give up searching 
for our boy. Cody was a therapy 
dog for my son James. Cody was 
stolen and we want him back 
home where he belongs.

Cody is a blue Staffordshire bull 
terrier cross. He is blue, turning 
brownish with age. He has a pink 
marking on his lower jaw and a 
thinnish white marking on his 
upper chest. 

There is a reward and my family 
are prepared to pay any vets fees 
that have been laid out for Cody.
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Siar Kanik from Northside Youth and Community 
Connections on the group’s latest awareness-raising campaign

Alexandra Sacker from 
Home Instead Enfield invites 
residents aged over 60 to get 

involved in its relaunched 
memory club in Enfield Town

Social entrepreneurs Althea, Bee, Linda and 
Sharon-Kay explain the idea behind their mentoring 
programme for young people in Edmonton

ounded in 2008, Northside Youth 
and Community Connections 
(NYCC) is a youth-led charity that 
is pioneering a new approach to 

youth work and providing support to 
London’s diverse communities.

We have an experienced team of youth 
workers here to help young people to 
become more confident, informed and 
find their passions. We are always trying 
to raise awareness of other world issues 
that the wider community may not be 
aware of at present.

The International Day for the Elimina-
tion of Violence Against Women on 25th 
November kicked off our ‘16 Days of Activ-
ism’ campaign against gender-based vio-
lence. It finishes on Friday 10th December.

This year we decided to take part and 
organise our own activism campaign. As 
part of this we arranged for two spa days 
for survivors of domestic abuse. The first 

ecause of the pandemic, too many 
people have been stuck in their 
home for too long.

Keeping active both socially and 
physically in such circumstances has been a 
challenge. While getting out and about after 
so long at home can be daunting, the demand 
for regular activities that are suitable for an 
older generation is great, so to have many 
clubs and activities return and relaunch in 
recent months has been welcomed.

Home Instead Enfield, a local home care 
network, had been successfully running 
a ‘memory club’ at Enfield Town Library 
before the pandemic and made sure to 
keep in touch with many of its regulars 
throughout difficult times. We were really 
happy therefore to be able to resume the 
club at the beginning of October, now occu-
pying bigger premises at St Paul’s Centre 
in Church Street every other Wednesday.

Ania and Adrian are once again leading 
with activities; Ania with chair exercises to 
begin to get everyone going, while Adrian 
has had plenty of time during lockdown 
to work on new quiz material! Adrian’s 
45-minute session includes simple word 
games to work on the memory, as well as 
a pub quiz at the end where participants 
form teams and compete against each other.

There is plenty of tea, coffee and biscuits 
to keep everyone going, followed by a light 
lunch with time to have a chat and enjoy 
each other’s company. On occasions we have 
live musical contributions in the form of a 
band or a choir, where we like to sing along 
to old songs that are well remembered.

Everyone is welcome – we hope to see you soon!

ow many mentors does it take 
to inspire future generations? 
In our case, it was four!

We are four professional 
black women with expertise in art, 
3D design, tech, mental health and 
entrepreneurship, who have formed 
a social enterprise partnership called 
4Site Power4Change.

Over the October half term we deliv-
ered the first of our ‘Building Minds, 

For more information about NYCC:
Facebook /nycc.edmonton
Twitter @nycc_london
Visit northsideyouth.co.uk/nycc

For more information:
Call 020 3641 8851
Visit homeinstead.co.uk/enfield

4Site is planning more workshops for young 
people early next year. They are available 
for children aged from ten to 17 living in the 
‘Bountagu’ area of Edmonton. To register:
Email 4sitep4c@mail.co.uk

Taking action

Well remembered

Building young minds 

F

BH

Northside Youth and Community 
Connections is a youth-led charity based at 

Edmonton Green Shopping Centre

Ten-year-old Malaki built a prototype for a 
playground football game he designed himself

spa day was due to take place on 27th 
November and the second is coming up 
on Saturday 4th December. The ladies 
will be offered hair, make-up, manicure, 
pedicure, facial and massage services – 
finishing with a photoshoot! We have 
also put together some self-defence kits 
to give them.

During the 16 Days of Activism campaign  

Creating Futures’ workshops at Green 
Towers Community Centre in Edmonton 
Green. It is a funded programme where 
youngsters aged from ten to 17 years are 
challenged to design and create inter-
active products and spaces that benefit 
their community.

The level of talent displayed by the 
young people who attend our workshops 
never ceases to amaze us – and this was 
no exception. Their ideas and prototypes 
were inspiring; from interactive football 
goals for community playgrounds, to 
social event buildings and safe spaces 
where people of all ages could meet. Over 
the four days, we saw these young people 
blossom as they gained essential life skills 
and increased their confidence and belief 
in themselves and their ideas.

One of our attendees was ten-year-old 
Malaki, who created a prototype for his 
playground football game. His mum told 
us: “The ladies were amazing, they used 
Malaki’s passion for sport to engage him 
in things that he’s never done before – he 
designed some really great stuff.

“The workshop was good for him. He 
was able to build his confidence in other 
areas. I’m so proud of him.”

And Malaki himself said afterwards: “I 
was surprised I liked it, as it’s was not 
what I was used to. I did some design-
ing and even made a prototype of my 
own designs. I was really happy with my 
design, it was really good to see the others 
playing with something that I had made.”

So how did 4Site start? After meeting 
at an event two years ago, it transpired 
that the four of us had the same motiva-
tion; a vision and passion for supporting 
young people. We pooled our expertise 
and experience together to respond to 
some of the challenges Covid-19 presented 
to young people within disadvantaged 
ethnic minority communities.

Through mentorship programmes and 
interactive workshops we want to help 
equip more young people with the life 
skills needed to build a future full of 
confidence and resilience, so they can 
succeed in today’s often stressful and 
more tech-savvy world.

This is only the beginning – there is so 
much more we at 4Site want to do.

we will also be using our media branch, 
Code (Community Outreach Digital Enter-
tainment), to host two podcasts discussing 
the issue of domestic abuse. Adria Ben-
nett, who is leading the campaign, will 
be the main panellist alongside our Code 
staff, who will be sharing their views, 
opinions and feelings surrounding the 
issue. This podcast will be uploaded to 
our YouTube channel, Code Chats. 

There are a number of other events 
taking place and we were due to join 
the women’s protest march, Reclaim the 
Night, on Saturday 27th November.

We kindly ask for any donations or sup-
port that can be offered to help us with 
our campaign. Anything makes a differ-
ence and would be much appreciated.

Ania from Home Instead Enfield (left) with 
memory club visitor Cherry (right)
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Free professional video tours for all new Sales & Lettings instructions

AN ATTRACTIVE, SPACIOUS DETACHED FAMILY HOME – EPC E  
Vera Avenue, Grange Park, London N21 Guide Price £1,250,000 Freehold

TWO BEDROOM OLDER STYLE CHARACTER COTTAGE – EPC D  
Wades Hill, Winchmore Hill, London N21 £650,000 Freehold

A SPACIOUS TWO BEDROOM BEDROOM FIRST FLOOR APARTMENT – EPC C  
Foxgrove, Southgate, London N14             Guide price £450,000 Share of Freehold

GROUND FLOOR RETIREMENT APARTMENT – EPC C 
Bycullah Road, Enfield EN2 £185,000 Leasehold

TWO BEDROOM TOP FLOOR APARTMENT – EPC B
Windmill Hill, Enfield EN2 £325,000 Leasehold

SIX BRAND NEW 3/4 BEDROOM SEMI DETACHED HOUSES – EPC TBA 
Chasewood Avenue, Enfield ENB2 Prices from £700,000

SOLE AGENTS

SOLE AGENTS

AN ATTRACTIVE, SPACIOUS DETACHED FAMILY HOME - EPC E 

VERA AVENUE, GRANGE PARK, LONDON, N21 1RN
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CHASEWOOD AVENUE, ENFIELD, EN2 8PT
£735,000Freehold chamberlainsestates.com
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TWO BEDROOM OLDER STYLE CHARACTER COTTAGE - EPC D 

WADES HILL, WINCHMORE HILL, LONDON, N21 1BG
£650,000Freehold chamberlainsestates.com

A SPACIOUS TWO DOUBLE BEDROOM FIRST FLOOR APARTMENT - EPC C 

FOXGROVE, SOUTHGATE, LONDON, N14 7EA
Guide price£450,000Share Of Freehold chamberlainsestates.com

GROUND FLOOR RETIREMENT APARTMENT - EPC - C 

4 BYCULLAH ROAD, ENFIELD, EN2 8HB
£185,000Leasehold chamberlainsestates.com

PENTHOUSE STYLE APARTMENT - EPC B88 

WINDMILL HILL, ENFIELD, EN2 7AU
£325,000Leasehold chamberlainsestates.com
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TWO BEDROOM OLDER STYLE CHARACTER COTTAGE - EPC D 

WADES HILL, WINCHMORE HILL, LONDON, N21 1BG
£650,000Freehold chamberlainsestates.com

A SPACIOUS TWO DOUBLE BEDROOM FIRST FLOOR APARTMENT - EPC C 

FOXGROVE, SOUTHGATE, LONDON, N14 7EA
Guide price£450,000Share Of Freehold chamberlainsestates.comGROUND FLOOR RETIREMENT APARTMENT - EPC - C 

4 BYCULLAH ROAD, ENFIELD, EN2 8HB
£185,000Leasehold chamberlainsestates.com

PENTHOUSE STYLE APARTMENT - EPC B88 

WINDMILL HILL, ENFIELD, EN2 7AU
£325,000Leasehold chamberlainsestates.com
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Cockfosters resident Jenny Blyth launched 
Storm in a Teacup Gifts in 2014

Enfield business selected to 
join ‘Small Biz 100’ ahead 

of Small Business Saturday
n online gift shop run by a 
Cockfosters entrepreneur has 
been chosen as one of “100 
impressive small businesses” 

to mark the launch of this year’s Small 
Business Saturday UK campaign.

Storm in a Teacup Gifts was founded 
in 2014 by Jenny Blyth as an online gift 
shop selling “unusual and fun gifts for 
all people at all prices” while also acting 
as an online community for people to 
connect, chat and shop.

Jenny was selected to be part of the Small 
Business Saturday’s prestigious ‘Small Biz 
100’ line-up, which showcases inspiring, inde-
pendent businesses from across the country.

Now in its ninth year in the UK, Small 
Business Saturday celebrates small busi-
ness success and encourages consumers 
to shop local and support businesses in 
their communities. This year it is calling 
on the nation to share a ‘big thank you’ 
with small firms to recognise their vital 
role throughout the pandemic.

Jenny said: “I was absolutely thrilled 
to be chosen for Small Biz 100. I’m so 
excited to meet and network with other 
small businesses as well as using the 
platform to champion causes that are so 
important to me. This is such an amaz-
ing opportunity to not only promote 
my business but also be a business that 
stands for change.”

Jenny also spends time raising aware-
ness of important causes and collecting 
funds for charity. She added: “We have 
previously collected toys for the cats at 
Battersea, raised funds to purchase much 
needed fruit and treats for the staff on 
our local Covid ward at Barnet Hospital, 
and we are currently collecting donations 
to support Afghanistan refugees.”

Down to  
a teacup

A

Enfield jewellery-maker Zoe White showcases some of her fellow 
entrepreneurs ahead of Small Business Saturday this month

here is a world of 
enterprise behind 
c l o s e d  d o o r s  i n 
Enfield; thriving busi-

nesses that you probably didn’t 
know existed as you walk by.

There are lots of micro and 
small businesses that are 
hidden in homes, industrial 
estates and down paths. So 
many people think a business 
must have a shop front or a big 
office, but it’s not true. There 
are hundreds upon hundreds 
of successful businesses that 
you would never see, never 
knowing that they were in your 
community, working away.

To coincide with this month’s 
Small Business Saturday cam-
paign, I wanted to highlight 
some of Enfield’s hidden gems 
and give them a chance to 
introduce themselves. How-
ever, with so many thriving 
enterprises and limited space, 
what businesses should I high-
light? Well I made the decision 
with a subject that is close to 
my heart – kindness.

Many people associate busi-
ness with hard-nosed owners, 
focused only on making money. 
While in some cases this is true, 
and often if people do want to 
do good they assume they have 
to launch a charity, it is per-
fectly possible to have a positive 
impact in business as well.

Regarding what I do, I create 
inclusive jewellery to fit every-
one’s needs to feel as fabulous as 
they are, while teaching inclu-
sive workshops for all ages and 
abilities. I’m all about people 
feeling happy and doing my best 
to not harm the environment 
along the way. I also donate 
time and creations to charities 
and community groups.

But it’s not all about me – I 
want to showcase other hidden 
businesses in Enfield that make 
a difference, while still being 
successful. So I put a call out 
to Enfield business owners 
with two questions; how do 
you make a positive difference, 
and what advice can you give 
to other entrepreneurs?

My own bit of advice to any busi-
ness owner is to be the change 
to want to see. Follow your path 

Small businesses, big impact

T and help others on your way; this 
way your business will benefit 
you and your community. Little 
things have a big impact, and we 
can all make a difference.

Cheryl-lya Broadfoot,  
owner of Soul’s Compass 
Coaching and Consulting
“I support small charities 
through volunteer man-
agement and service set-up 
consulting, alongside private 
coaching for women in well-
being to set up and develop 
business practices.

“My advice is that proper 
planning prevents poor perfor-
mance! Planning is the founda-
tion to meaningful results and 
successes on your terms.”

Visit soulscompass.net

Emma Adams-Tovey,  
owner of Togs by Emma
“Being a small business, we 
love supporting other small 
businesses, helping provide 
them with clothing and other 
branded items so they can look 
and feel as professional as the 
bigger companies out there. 
With all the support that we 
receive from our customers, it 
has enabled us to help several 
smaller Enfield-based charities 
with their merchandise.

“My advice to business owners 
is to look after each other; if 

you recommend them, they 
will do the same for you.”

Visit ToGsbyEmma.com

Aileen Kennedy,  
owner of AK Massage
“For the past 20 years, I’ve been 
helping to relieve the pain and 
discomfort of muscular tension 
caused by a variety of reasons. 
I’m currently training to teach 
exercise to the over-60s and 
plan to offer combined move-
ment and massage sessions in 
Edmonton and other areas.

“My advice for other busi-
nesses is to look at what’s 
needed in your community and 
look at how you might be able 
to address that need.”

Visit akmassage.co.uk

Mauva Johnson-Jones,  
owner of Precious 
Counselling and Mentoring
“We offer counselling, mento-
ring and advocacy services to 
children, adolescence and adults 
within the Enfield community 
and surrounding boroughs. 
We are currently offering the 
‘Back on Track Project’ to sup-
port people with counselling, 
employability, fitness and back 
massages to improve their per-
sonal and overall wellbeing.

“My advice is that advertising 
and promoting your services is 
important, so it would be good 

to know who to approach for 
free advertising and promo-
tional support.”

Visit preciouscounsellingand 
mentoring.co.uk

Jodie Webber, author and 
owner of Bob Marketing
“I’ve recently been delivering 
reading, writing, and soon 
mindfulness sessions into 
Enfield schools.

“My advice is to take oppor-
tunities where you can donate 
your time, products or services 
doing the things you love – your 
enthusiasm is infectious and you 
can really make a difference.”

Visit mysticbunnyboy.com

Liz Sorton,  
freelance youth coach
“I provide youth mental health 
first aid courses and run train-
ing, coaching and workshops 
for mentors working with 
young people, parents of sec-
ondary school aged children 
and young people themselves.

“My advice is to think about 
your skills, what work you 
would like to deliver, and start 
getting involved in the commu-
nity by attending events; start 
talking to people in the area to 
see how you can collaborate and 
support each other to create a 
wider society impact together.”

Visit about.me/lizsorton
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Community is at the heart of Edmonton Green 
Shopping Centre and that’s why we support our local, 
small and independent retailers #shoplocal

W edmontongreencentre.co.uk
T 020 8803 4414Open 9:00am–6:00pm

A 62 Market Square, Edmonton N9 0TZ

Advertisement

Looking for a new phone case 
for your tech loving person 
in the family? We sell a wide 
range of phones, cases and 
accessories for all ages.

Pronto Print is a digital and 
print specialists offering a wide 

range of printed gifts from 
bags and cushions to photo 

books and mugs to name a few. 
For more information on our 

Christmas range please visit us 
in store or view our website:  

www.prontoprint.co.uk

Come and visit us in the 
market and check out our 
range of children’s toys and 
gifts. From dollies to speakers 
from remote control cars to 
playsets. We have Christmas 
gifts for all ages.

If you’re looking for a celebration 
cake which is beautifully decorated, 
tasty but also egg free and approved 
by the Vegetarian Society then look 

no further. We have cakes for all 
occasions along with bite size goodies.

For orders or enquiries please contact 
us on 0208 352 7840 or email us at: 

Edmonton@eggfreecake.co.uk

Our exceptional designs of high 
end range in Rings, Earrings, 
Pendants, Necklaces, Bangles 

and Bracelets makes our 
name popular, trusted and in 
demand, living up to which 

is no less than a journey. For 
more information please visit: 

www.erbiller.co.uk

Cakes & Bakes has something 
for all occasions, from the 

special Birthday Cake to the big 
celebratory Wedding Cake, plus 

everything in between simply 
because you love great-tasting 

cakes. For more information please 
visit: www.cakesandbakes.co.uk

Baraka Bakery offers a wide range 
of freshly prepared favourites from 
Turkey and Bulgaria.

Open daily between 8am – 6pm with 
Uber eats delivery now available.

Open daily between 9:30–6pm 
Akasya Jewellers sells a wide 
range of gold and diamond 
jewellery. Offering wedding 
jewellery to gifts they have 
special pieces for all.

22 Market Square
Edmonton Green 
Shopping Centre 50 South Mall, Edmonton Green N9 0TN

23 Market Square
Edmonton Green 
Shopping Centre

Unit 31 South Mall, Edmonton Green

Unit 9 South Mall 
Edmonton Green

Unit 4, The Concourse, Edmonton 
Green Shopping Centre

Unit 8, The 
Concourse, 
Edmonton Green 
Shopping Centre

18 Market Square, 
Edmonton Green

14 North Mall,  
Edmonton Green

Erbil Jewellery has been established 
since 1993 and specialises in gold, 
diamond, silver, watches and repair. 
Designs are mainly sourced from 
Turkey, however, we also stock 
designs from Europe and Asia. For 
enquiries please call 020 8803 0200
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Enfield Southgate MP Bambos 
Charalambous looks ahead to the 
festive period as people in Enfield 

face a difficult winter
t’s been quite a year. Like 
many, I’m looking forward 
to the first ‘proper’ Christ-
mas since the Covid-19 pan-

demic began.
I would like to take this oppor-

tunity, once again, to thank our 
community for pulling together 
during the pandemic. It has been 
an extremely difficult time for all, 
but the resilience shown by peo-
ple in Enfield has been incredible.

At the same time, we must 
remember those who have lost 
their lives to Covid-19 locally. 
In September, I was honoured to 
meet with the Covid-19 Bereaved 
Families for Justice campaign to 
offer my solidarity as we walked 
along the National Covid-19 Memo-
rial Wall in Westminster. We can-

I

We’re facing a cost-of-living crisis

not allow ourselves to forget the 
human impact of the pandemic.

As an MP, I have also seen how 
our community has come together 
to help each other, including 
frontline NHS staff who continue 
to work every day to protect us 
all. However, it’s clear the com-
mitment of people in Enfield 
during the pandemic has not been 
matched by their government, 

which is mired in corruption.
Just last month we had the Owen 

Paterson scandal and the return 
of Tory sleaze, as the now former 
MP was found guilty of lobbying, 

and the Conservatives tried to rip 
up the rule book on standards in 
public life to protect him. Before 
that, we had PPE contracts handed 
to friends of the Conservative Party 
and an infamous trip to Barnard 
Castle. It’s a pattern of behaviour 
and it comes from the top with 
Boris Johnson as prime minister.

I’m also extremely worried 
about the cost-of-living crisis this 
government is creating for my 
constituents. People are facing 
poverty, with surging bills and 
rising inflation, and the autumn 
budget announcement did nothing 
to help families in Enfield feeling 
the pinch this winter. Instead, the 
chancellor handed tax cuts to com-

panies like Amazon, while raising 
taxes for working families.

The cut to Universal Credit 
continues to impact thousands 
of households in Enfield. For the 

Conservatives, £20 a week was 
too much for millions of fami-
lies across the UK. Meanwhile, 
the Tory MP for nearby Chingford 
and Woodford Green, Iain Dun-
can Smith, earned £25,000 per 
year on top of his parliamentary 
salary advising a hand sanitiser 
company. It is shameful from 
a government and party that is 

Labour MP Bambos Charalambous 
has represented Enfield Southgate 
since 2017 Credit parliament.uk

out of touch with the reality of 
ordinary people’s lives.

So, as we celebrate or do our best 
to forget 2021, we should remem-
ber what the Conservative gov-
ernment stands for: corruption 
and a cost-of-living crisis. And in 
contrast, what Labour in power 
would stand for: working people 
and local businesses.

Away from politics, I have the plea-
sure of judging my annual Christ-
mas card competition with local 
schools this month. I look forward 
to sharing the winning entry soon.

I would like to wish everyone in 
Enfield a very happy and restful 
Christmas and New Year. It has 
been another challenging year, 
and the resilience our commu-
nity has shown, and continues to 
show, is extraordinary. I wish you 
all the very best for 2022.

Bambos Charalambous is the Labour 
MP for Enfield Southgate. If you are a 
constituent you can get in touch with 
him by phone or email:

Call 020 8882 0088
Email bambos.charalambous.mp@
parliament.uk

“People are facing poverty with 
surging bills and rising inflation”

Advertisement

Spend Christmas at home surrounded by the things 
you love with Berkeley Home Care

You’ll love our kind of care

H O M E  C A R E

BERKELEY

Tailored exclusively for you, we offer both full-time live-in 
care across London and flexible visiting care within a ten-
mile radius of Winchmore Hill (N21).
 
Our service includes:
• A fully managed service
• FREE home visits to assess your needs
• Expert care staff - fully trained carers & experienced 

care team
• Quick starts - start care as soon as you want to
• A personal Care Plan, tailored to your needs and 

preferences

Drop in for a chat, our doors are always open

49 Station Road, Winchmore Hill, Enfield, N21 3NB

Live-In & Visiting Care Package Options:
• Respite over Christmas or ongoing care
• Home from hospital care
• Specialist long term care
• Palliative care

Providing You With Daily Support 
Including:
• Assistance with mobility
• Companionship & housekeeping
• Food shopping & preparation
• Medication administration

 020 4538 3864
winchmorehill@berkeleyhomehealth.com

www.berkeleyhomehealth.com/wmh

Winchmore Hill

Call Now

Immediate starts available
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pparently 62,000 penalty 
charge notices have been 
issued since September 2020 

in the borough’s two low-traffic 
neighbourhoods (Fines for drivers 
in LTNs hit £3m, Issue 38, Page 10). 
But surely the real shock is that 
so many drivers don’t know the 
Highway Code and cannot read 
legally-compliant road signs?

Over 20,000 people are killed or 
seriously injured on our roads every 
year – perhaps those in charge of 
moving around a tonne of deadly 
metal in a public place should have 
to retake their driving test every 
few years?

It’s especially concerning in 
low-traffic neighbourhoods where 
children, the elderly and those with 
mobility aids will be using the fil-
tered routes. The only good news is 
that much of the £3million in fines 
raised will be used to fund more 
wonderful ‘school streets’ schemes.

Adrian Day
Better Streets for Enfield

note that fines for drivers in 
the borough’s two low-traffic 
neighbourhoods has hit £3m 

(Fines for drivers in LTNs hit £3m, 
Issue 38, Page 10). It’s a staggering 
number, allegedly contributed 
to by misleading road signage, 
according to Winchmore Hill 
councillor Maria Alexandrou. But 
would more and larger signs make 
a difference? On a number of occa-
sions I have watched motorists 
approach the camera on Meadway 
slow down and stop momentarily. 
Then they proceed slowly through. 
Some people just don’t want to 
believe what they see, or recognise 
the Highway Code.

Cllr Alexandrou worries that resi-
dents are charged fines they cannot 
pay, but I would imagine locals are 
well aware of the restrictions and it’s 
rat-runners who are being caught out 
through their own failure to stay alert. 

Charlie Clerke
Southgate

n an online article on 10th 
November (Fresh row over LTN as 
consultation is reopened), the clear 

implication is that many residents 
of Palmers Green living within the 
low-traffic neighbourhood scheme 
are furious with the council for 
allowing further submissions. My 
experience as a resident is that the 
reverse is true, while I completely 
accept closing off some streets causes 
inconvenience to some.

Most people on my street, previ-
ously the busiest rat-run for traffic 
because it is immediately parallel to 
Green Lanes, are content with the 
scheme. Furthermore, it is mislead-
ing to describe it as controversial. 
The only controversy stems from 
people whipping up anger, some of 
whom hide behind the mask of ‘One 
Community’ – while some wish to 
profit from sowing discord.

It should also be pointed out that the 
council is requesting objections and 
representations – not only objections.

Tom Parry
Lakes Estate resident

he new Edmonton incinera-
tor needs to be paused and 
reviewed independently before 

going ahead, with the only tender for 
its construction – from Acciona – tying 
in residents and councils to what will 
become an oversized, stranded asset.

We hope Acciona, which does 
also produce large-scale renewable 
energy plants across the world, will 
be able to see the clear contradictions 
in the NLWA’s position; claiming to 
maximise recycling and minimise 
residual waste while building the 
largest waste incinerator in London.

This makes no real sense, and a 
pause is what we need to get this plan 
reviewed in the light of the most up-to-
date targets and predictions for waste 
management in 2021. By expanding 
the materials recovery facility cur-
rently under construction at Edmonton 
Eco Park, we could reduce the need 
for incineration at this site, which is 
surrounded by residential areas.

Malcolm Stow
Stop the Edmonton Incinerator Now

T

Don’t do  
the crime

Dear Enfield Dispatch

If you can’t 
pay the fine

Dear Enfield Dispatch

No controversy
Dear Enfield Dispatch

Time to 
pause

Dear Enfield Dispatch

LETTERS
Got an opinion on something in Enfield? We accept letters of up to 150 words 
from people and organisations in the borough. Email EnfieldDispatch@
socialspider.com before the next deadline on Monday 13th December

Send us your lettersHow small acts of kindness 
can make a difference

In a new monthly column, Paul Everitt from Love Your 
Doorstep reflects on how a little generosity goes a long way

ast month I witnessed a 
small act a kindness that 
warmed my heart. It 
was so beautiful because 

it was a kindness returned for a 
kindness given more than 13 
years ago.

Back in July 2008, Marc Day 
was casting for the children’s 
roles in the annual pantomime 
at Millfield Theatre, which that 
year was Cinderella. A 14-year-
old called Chuchu Nwagu, who 
lived just down the road from the 
theatre in Edmonton, came along 
to audition, but unfortunately 
there wasn’t a role suitable and 
he wasn’t cast in the show. Marc 
agonised over the decision because 
Chuchu had auditioned in past 
years and had never been success-
ful. But he never gave up hope and 
every year he tried again.

We could see that Chuchu just 
loved the theatre, and particularly  

the pantomime, and he would 
do anything to be part of it. So 
Marc went about devising a way 
for him to be involved. Chuchu 
would sit in rehearsals, produc-
tion meetings and technical 
rehearsals and see first-hand 
how a show is produced. And let 
me tell you, that young man did 
not miss one second of opportu-
nity offered to him.

I remember Marc sending Chu-
chu to the far sides of the theatre 
to check that the views were good 
everywhere and I remember Chu-
chu beaming with pride when 
Marc asked him to tell every-
one what he thought. Chuchu 
returned year after year to take 
on the role and every year tak-
ing more responsibility until he 
eventually left us for university.

Thirteen years later, Chuchu is 
now a production assistant in Lon-
don’s West End, living his dream. 

In October this year I bumped 
into Chuchu just outside the 
Piccadilly Theatre. He asked me 
about Marc and I told him that he 
was looking for work opportuni-
ties. Marc later called me and told 
me he had been offered a role on a 
West End show. Apparently after 
my conversation with Chuchu he 
had gone back to the theatre and 
recommended Marc for a role 
that had become vacant.

That small act of kindness 
means so much more than the 
deed itself. When you know that 
someone has thought about you 
with so much warmth and that 
they have appreciated the deed 
you did for them in the past, it 
melts your heart.

As William Shakespeare wrote 
in The Merchant of Venice: “How 
far that little candle throws his 
beams! So shines a good deed in 
a weary world.”

L A

I I

Advertisement
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n antiques dealer who took up 
tree climbing as a hobby during 
lockdown has helped raise more 
than £1,000 for Greenpeace by 

taking on a unique challenge in Trent Park.
Enfield resident Laurence Mitchell climbed 

welve road safety schemes 
designed to protect schoolchil-
dren will be made permanent, 
Enfield Council has confirmed.

The council completed trials of its ‘school 
streets’ schemes outside primary schools, which 
involve temporarily closing the roads outside 
school entrances to motor traffic for set periods 
of time when pupils are arriving and leaving.

The authority found these measures had 
successfully reduced air pollution in the 
areas close to the school gates, as well mak-
ing the roads safer, and that most parents 
and residents had supported them.

School streets stay open to pedestrians, 
cyclists and residents of the street who 
have an exemption. Barriers are manually 
operated by school staff and parents who 
volunteer to marshal the schemes.

The council’s trials involved a six-month 
period of statutory consultation from Sep-
tember 2020, where the council gathered 
views from residents and parents and found 
66% of people who took part said they 
wanted their school’s scheme to remain.

Now that the twelve school streets have 
been made permanent, the council will be 
introducing cameras to help enforce road 
closures. Money the council has received 

Tree-climbing antiques dealer in marathon ascent

More ‘school streets’ planned after successful trials
Cash collected from drivers in LTNs will fund  
more road safety schemes outside primary schools

BY JAMES CRACKNELL
11.5 metres up an American beech tree 100 
times in nine hours – more than a kilometre 
in total – without any safety equipment.

Laurence, who is 68 and describes himself 
as “an extreme fitness junkie”, told the Dis-
patch that his love of climbing trees began 
during the pandemic. “I made use of all 
the trees in Trent Park during lockdown,” 

from driver fines at its low-traffic neigh-
bourhood trials in Palmers Green and Bowes 
will be put towards the creation of more 
school streets next year.

Deputy leader Ian Barnes visited King-
fisher Hall Primary Academy in Enfield 
Highway to see the school street there in 
action. The school recorded a three-fold 
increase in children cycling, a 14% increase 
in walking, and a 29% fall in the number 
of students being dropped off by car.

Cllr Barnes said: “The safety of children 
travelling to and from school is of para-
mount importance to Enfield Council.

“Another batch of school streets will be 
announced before the end of this year; we’ll 
be using funding from camera fines from 
across the borough to help deliver these.”

Since its school street scheme began last 
year, levels of nitrogen monoxide measured 
outside Kingfisher Hall fell by 34%, while 

he said. “After a bit of time I realised there 
was a lot of potential in climbing trees and 
I decided to write a book about it – a  guide 
to tree climbing.

“It is not just about climbing trees, it is 
about respecting trees and knowing that 
there are some trees you shouldn’t climb.”

As if his climbing challenge wasn’t tough 
enough already, Laurence was born with a 
condition that limits the range of motion 
with his arms. And his ascent was not with-
out incident, either – at one point he fell from 
a branch that gave way, but fortunately was 
able to cling to one immediately underneath.

“It was my own complacency,” he admit-
ted. “I put pressure on a dead branch and 
unfortunately it gave way.

“It is not just about grabbing hold of a 
branch, I look at every branch and mea-
sure it up and look at the angle of it. The 
central branches of a tree are extremely 
strong – you see gorillas on them in wild-
life documentaries.”

How does a 68-year-old stay fit enough to 
take on such feats of endurance? “I have 
always been interested in fitness. I started 
to do a bit of bouldering and gymnastics 
and I made use of various outdoor gyms. 
I started to do some exercise you would 

nitrogen dioxide dropped by 23%. Both are 
air pollutants that harm people’s health.

Headteacher Matt Clifford said: “My mes-
sage to other schools thinking of starting a 
school streets scheme is to 100% do it. The 
initial worry we had about parent resistance 
and manning the barriers actually wasn’t a 
problem and the change has literally added 
benefit to the whole school community and 
we’re a happier, healthier school for it.”

A

T

Support Laurence’s fundraising appeal for Greenpeace:
Visit shorturl.at/enrM8

For more information on school streets:
Visit enfield.gov.uk/services/improving-enfield/school-streets

normally do in a gym, like hanging upside 
down doing stomach crunches, but I was 
doing it in a tree.

“I met a personal trainer who thought it 
[climbing trees] was a great idea and I have 
had a lot of support from a strength and 
conditioning coach.”

Laurence completed his 100-climb chal-
lenge on 24th October. Explaining why he 
choose an American beech tree, he said: “It 
has very smooth bark – you don’t want to 
climb on a rough branch because you can 
cut yourself.

“There were other trees I could climb but I 
wanted to give myself a challenge – I wanted 
to see how much endurance I could handle. 
Another tree I climb is Douglas fir, which is 
easier because the branches are spaced out.

“In the book I am writing I am exploring 
a lot of the exercises older adults can do 
with trees and simple exercises that help 
them with balance and posture. There will 
be no other book quite like it.”

Laurence’s Trent Park challenge won’t be 
his last. He says he is now planning a one-
mile tree climbing feat and hopes to enter 
it into the Guinness Book of World Records. 

The twelve newly permanent school street 
schemes – at Bush Hill Park, Chase Side, 
De Bohun, George Spicer, Hazelbury, Keys 
Meadow, Kingfisher Hall, Lavender, Meridian 
Angel, Raynham, St. Paul’s and Worcesters 
primary schools – are in addition to two 
school streets introduced in February 2020 at 
Oakthorpe and St Monica’s primary schools.

Laurence Mitchell began climbing trees as a hobby during lockdown

“My message to other 
schools thinking of 

starting a school streets 
scheme is to 100% do it” School streets schemes like this one at Kingfisher Hall Primary School in Enfield Highway temporarily stop  

motor vehicles from passing the school entrance when pupils are arriving and leaving Credit Enfield Council
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Changing lives through storytelling
Schoolteacher Leo Powell makes short films tackling difficult subjects

n Enfield teacher is helping 
to educate not just pupils in 
his own school but young 
people across the UK – by 

producing short films.
Leo Powell, head of year eleven at 

St Ignatius College in Turkey Street, 
ventured into filmmaking last year 
after he won funding to develop a 
story idea he came up with while 
working at a young offender institute. 

The resulting award-winning film, 
Step Back, has amassed 1.8 million 
views on YouTube since its release in 
February and is used as the basis for a 
series of educational workshops run 
by Leo, helping young people engage 
in positive discussions around topics 
such as knife crime and gangs.

The success Leo had with Step Back 
led to the development of a second 
film, Bros for Life, which is due to be 
released in January. Backed by fund-

ENFIELD COMMUNITY HEROES
Sponsored by Edmonton Green Shopping Centre

Dispatch readers are welcome to 
nominate their own ‘Enfield Community 
Hero’ – someone who you think 
has gone above and beyond to 
help support the local community. 
Simply email your nomination to 
EnfieldDispatch@socialspider.com

Nominate your heroes

ing through the Mayor of London’s 
Violence Reduction Unit, and using 
students from schools across Enfield 
as extras, Bros for Life addresses topics 
such as friendships, choices, dropping 
out of school, and how violence affects 
young people. Four students are also 
gaining work experience on set, shad-
owing production crew.

Leo told the Dispatch he is “over-
whelmed” by the success of Step Back 
and is excited to have a second oppor-
tunity to bring one of his ideas to life. 
“It’s a good alternative way to reach out 
to young people, it’s very powerful,” 
Leo explained.

“It started when I was working at 
Feltham Young Offender Institute, in 
2019. I used to tell a lot of stories, we 
would be acting them out, and the 
response from the young offenders 
was amazing. They said I should turn 
it into a film.

“When I left the prison, what they said 
to me stayed in my heart. I knew nothing 
about filmmaking but I made a few phone 
calls and spoke to [production company] 
Little Drops, and secured funding from 
the Home Office – they believed in it.

“The script was written and I became 
the producer. After we shot that in 
October 2020, I developed a passion 
for filmmaking.

“I have got more ideas and stories 
– my goal is to change lives through 
storytelling.”

Leo Powell is head of year eleven at St  
Ignatius College in Turkey Street

A

New London-wide newsletter

BUBBLEWRAP

Bubblewrap is a new weekly newsletter 
showcasing the best stories produced  
by London’s independent community  
media publications. Sign up to stay  

informed about what’s going on across  
all corners of the capital.

Visit eepurl.com/hzm9XD

Local news brought to 
you by local journalists

JOIN OUR TEAM!
Are you a good communicator? Are you 

organised? Do you have sales experience? 
Is your community important to you?
Join our growing commercial team to 
support the development of our local 

community news operations.

Advertising Sales Manager
Social Spider Community News

Application deadline: 6pm on 7th Dec 2021

Please send a CV and cover 
letter to Klaudia Kiss at:  

klaudia@socialspider.com

See the full job description here: 
https://tinyurl.com/AdsSalesManager

or scan the QR code below

‘Step Back’ is available to watch on YouTube  
via the channel Million Youth Media
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his year’s Christmas show 
at Chickenshed is special 
not just because it will be 
the first major ensemble 

production at the Southgate theatre 
since the pandemic began, but also 
because of what it will mean to the 
person directing it.

When Belinda McGuirk first started 
acting with Chickenshed, she was still 
in school; 28 years later she is sitting 
in the director’s chair for the first 
time, in charge of co-ordinating four 
rota casts of 200 performers – 800 in 
total – in this year’s production of Ever 
After – A Mixed Up Fairytale.

Speaking to the Dispatch ahead of a 
46-show run between 24th November 
and 8th January, Belinda explained 
why Chickenshed means so much to 
her. She said: “When I was part of the 
youth theatre, everyone was here for 
the same reason, which is good the-
atre. The people [at Chickenshed] are 
so diverse, but at my naive age of 14 it 
wasn’t so apparent to me, it was just 
that everyone wanted to be there.

“As I worked here, I started to under-
stand the inclusive nature of it and how 
that can inform the creativity and make 
it that much more interesting – it can 
make it more hard work, but what you 
get out of it makes it that much better.”

In her long career at Chickenshed, 
Belinda has worked in every depart-
ment, from music and dance to edu-
cation. Her first step towards directing 
was assisting Chickenshed’s former 
artistic director Lou Stein in the 2019 

f you need a break from all your Christmas prepa-
rations, pop along to view the brand new exhibition 
by North London Hospice’s patient and family 
photography group, Catching The Light, during 

the first weekend of December.
This year’s display at the hospice’s Health and Wellbe-

ing Centre in Winchmore Hill is testament to the deter-
mination and positivity of the group as we continued to 
do what we do as photographers, despite the pandemic.

Catching The Light 2 reflects the passions of five group 
members – patients, carers and family members – as we 
ventured out with our cameras during some of the bright-
est and darkest days of 2020. The exhibition, curated by 
professional photographer Francis Ware, encapsulates 
our creative endeavours against the odds, from the  
wonders of nature to the eerie stillness of London.

Wellbeing is fundamental to the self-organised pho-
tography group at the Health and Wellbeing Centre and 
Catching The Light 2 follows our first successful exhibition 
in 2019, which drew in large crowds at its launch. Vis-
itors to the free open house event (10am–4pm on both 
the Saturday and Sunday) can view the collection and 
chat to Catching The Light members who will be only 
too happy to tell the stories behind the images.

I’m one of the group’s regular members, and it was 
my aim to capture portraits of people going about their 
everyday business during lockdown. I wanted to capture 
something of the mood, feel and look of the time. I worked 
by approaching people I met on the street, taking their 
portrait there and then, in the location and as the person 
was when I met them. There was no prior preparation. 

I got a lot out of it because, at the time, especially at the 
beginning of lockdown, there was some apprehension 
and everyone felt a bit nervous going out with face 
masks. To be able to make that connection with people, 
I really got a lot out of it myself.

We hope the Enfield community will enjoy viewing 
our exhibition.

T

I

‘Ever After – A Mixed Up Fairytale’ is 
now on at Chickenshed Theatre in 
Chase Side, Southgate, until Saturday, 
8th January. Tickets range from £10 to 
£22.50, for ages of five years upwards. 
To book:
Call 020 8292 9222
Email bookings@chickenshed.org.uk
Visit chickenshed.org.uk/Event/everafter

‘Catching The Light 2’ is on display at the North London 
Hospice Health and Wellbeing Centre, 110 Barrowell 
Green, Winchmore Hill, N21 3AY, on Saturday 4th and 
Sunday 5th  December 2021, 10am–4pm. Entry is free.

The director of Chickenshed’s Christmas 
production speaks to James Cracknell 

about what audiences can expect this year

Helen Marsden introduces 
her photography group’s 
latest exhibition at North 

London Hospice

production of Snow White.
How is she feeling ahead of her direc-

torial debut? “Something that has kept 
me going here is the trust that people 
have placed in me by casting me and 
helping me go for certain jobs.

“It [directing] is a huge responsibility. 
Because I have been around for quite a 
few years, just speaking to volunteers 
who are saying I will be brilliant and 
the expectation people have of a Chick-
enshed Christmas show, and because 
people know me, there is pressure.

“I am feeling that pressure but not 
in the sense that I am tearing my hair 
out or anything.”

Ever After is a mash up of several Broth-
ers Grimm fairytales, including Hansel 
and Gretel, Rumpelstiltskin and The Twelve 
Dancing Princesses, and is described as a 
“dazzling and unforgettable theatrical 

journey for adults and children alike”. 
Belinda said: “Looking at what we 

wanted to do this year, we wanted to 
do something familiar but that could 
be updated for now. A mixed up fairy-
tale is exactly what it is – the Brothers 
Grimm drop their stories and they all 
get muddled up.

“I wouldn’t say it was panto, but I 
would call it a family show; there is 
something for everyone, aged from 
five to 85.”

One Chickenshed tradition for its 
Christmas productions is to bring the 
show’s entire cast on stage at the end, 
an impressive visual when 200 people 
are involved. Sadly that won’t be hap-
pening this year because of concerns 
over people’s welfare.

Belinda explained: “We really tried to 
see if we could make it happen but we 
are not going to have that this year. We 
have a duty of care to our performers 
and the audience. We have tried to come 
up with a different way to do it instead.”

The Finchley-based director adds: “I 
am just incredibly lucky to have these 
amazing people around me at Chicken-
shed; their talent, genius, ideas, their 
care, support and commitment, I think 
that’s why I’m not pulling my hair out.”

Fairytale endings

Photography on 
display at hospice

Belinda McGuirk is making her directorial debut 
for Chickenshed with this season’s production 

of ‘Ever After – A Mixed Up Fairytale’

Bethany Hamlin and Ashley Driver play the stepmother  
and father in ‘Ever After – A Mixed Up Fairytale’

‘Catching The Light 2’ is on display at the North London Hospice 
Health and Wellbeing Centre in Winchmore Hill
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Buy Southgate Swing tickets for 
£10 via Eventbrite:
Visit eventbrite.co.uk/e/southgate-
swing-tickets-190968791797

The Frost Fair is taking place 
on Saturday 5th December, 
11am–4pm. Entry is free but the 
suggested donation is £5. For 
more information:
Email info@artstart.org.uk

Free Art Workshop
Wednesday 1st Dec, 11am–1pm
Green Towers Community Centre,  
7 Plevna Road, Edmonton N9 0BU

Creative Spark is a funded arts project 
for unemployed adults in Enfield and 
Edmonton looking for an opportunity 
to develop their art skills.

Free for the unemployed
Email r.hogg@
learningthoughthearts.co.uk
Visit eventbrite.
co.uk/e/194324669317

ART

PLAY

Christmas Festival
Saturday 4th Dec, 11am–1.30pm
St George’s Community Centre, 
Hertford Road, Enfield EN3 6NR

There will be stalls with items such 
as Christmas cards, cakes, tombola. 
Refreshments provided and a grand 
drawer with a first prize of £100. There 
will be a chance to win a bear by naming 
him and guessing the weight of the cake. 
Free entry
Call 07854 752033

Free Drop-In Business Seminar
Saturday 4th Dec, 9.30am–2.30pm
North London Business Hub, Barnet 
and Southgate College, High Street, 
Southgate N14 6BS

Enterprise Enfield is hosting a free 
Small Businesses Saturday drop-in 
event to help give local firms a boost 
as part of the nationwide campaign. 
Featuring taster seminars and advice.

Free entry, registration required
Visit sbs-drop-in-event.eventbrite.co.uk

XMAS

BUSINESS

Children’s Christmas Workshops
From Monday 20th December until 
Thursday 23rd Dec, 11am–3pm
50 South Mall, Edmonton Green 
Shopping Centre, Edmonton N9 0TN

With school holidays beginning 
and the week before Christmas, the 
Candy House will be busy with elves 
and workshops allowing visitors 
to decorate their own santa hat or 
stocking to take home with them.

Free entry
Visit edmontongreencentre.co.uk

Christmas Tales 
From Saturday 4th until Wednesday 
29th December
Chickenshed Theatre, 290 Chase 
Side, Southgate N14 4PE

The Tales from the Shed team can’t 
wait to celebrate Christmas with their 
new, amazingly festive show, Christmas 
Tales! We all need a huge sprinkling of 
magic this year, so make way for this 
colourful, energetic and vibrant show. 
Suitable for ages 0–7 years.

Tickets £10, families £35
Visit chickenshed.org.uk

KIDS

The Low Down Dogs
Friday 17th December, 7.45pm
The Southgate Club, 17 Chase Side, 
Southgate N14 5BP

For the final blues night of 2021 The 
Low Down Dogs bring their eclectic 
take on blues from the Mississippi 
Delta to the New River Delta via many 
places in between! Support comes 
from That Bigger Blue Patch.

Tickets £10
Visit buytickets.at/
thesouthgateclub/609318

Ziggy’s World Jazz Club
Thursday 16th December, 7.30pm
King’s Head, 1 The Green, 
Winchmore Hill N21 1BB

Expect the usual spellbinding live 
performances in Ziggy’s new intimate 
candlelit setting, with our own bar. 
We’ve taken pride since 2012 in 
bringing world-class live music to 
Enfield, presenting some of the finest 
live artists anywhere.

Tickets £20 in advance
Email ziggysclub@yahoo.co.uk
Visit ziggysclub.com

JAZZ

BLUES

LISTINGS
We can include low-cost community events taking place in  
Enfield. For next month's listings, email the details of your event  
to enfielddispatch@socialspider.com by Monday 13th December.

Submit your listing

David Piggott invites residents to join him 
at a new swing dancing club in Southgate

Dean Blunkell invites locals to a family-friendly event

ver fancied getting 
into swing dancing? 
Watched an episode 
of Strictly and thought 

you could do better?
A new weekly swing club has 

launched in Southgate and we’d 
love to welcome you along, 
whether you’ve been jiving 
for years or you’re a complete 
novice, all are welcome to come 
along and join the fun.

The Wednesday-night swing 
nights at The Southgate Club fea-
ture live bands, playing the classic 
swing songs of the 1930s, 40s and 
50s, with dancers from all over 

his month our newly- 
formed volunteering 
group, Friends of Salis-
bury House, will be 

hosting our first event.
The Frost Fair takes it name 

from traditional Tudor festivals 
held during the mid-winter 
period. The event will have a 
strong heritage focus, which 
will include a tree-dressing cer-
emony where visitors will have 
the opportunity to decorate 
wooden hearts on the theme of 
‘love your heritage’, to be hung 
on the garden trees.

There will also be stalls selling 
quality artisan products; live 
music; and a performance of a 
traditional mummers play where 
the audience can cheer for Saint 
George and watch him fight off 

E

T

London ripping it up on the club’s 
fabulous wooden dance floor!

We had been looking for a 
new venue for swing-dancing 
in North London for a while, 
and The Southgate Club really 
is the perfect venue; great 
f loor, attractive surroundings, 
a good stage and house PA sys-
tem, air-conditioning and easy 
access on public transport with 
Southgate tube just two minutes 
from the club’s door.

Once the swing club has been 
going and built up a strong 
dance community, we plan to 
extend the range of events to 

the fierce dragon.
Mayor of Enfield Sabri Ozaydin 

is a keen supporter of Sailsbury 
House and will plant a tree sup-
plied by local firm We Are The 
Garden Makers as part of The 
Queen’s Green Canopy initia-

include Sunday afternoon tea 
dances, DJs and swing dance 
teaching sessions. We have an 
exciting programme sched-
uled for December, with the 
Madeleine Rose Whitney band 
performing for us on Wednes-
day 1st December, followed 
by Minnie & The Moochers on 
Wednesday 8th December. We 
are then closing the year with 
The Louise Messenger Swingtet 
on Wednesday 22nd December.

tive, which encourages people 
and community groups to plant 
a tree to celebrate the Queen’s 
platinum jubilee in 2022.

We Are The Garden Makers, 
which redesigned the commu-
nity garden here at Salisbury 
House, is now looking for further 
funding to enable the commu-
nity to take part in an exciting 
heritage project called ‘The 
Almanac’. Sadly our funding bid 
to the council’s Stories of Enfield 
programme was recently rejected 
but, undeterred, we intend to try 
to deliver an exciting and inclu-
sive programme of events.

The History of Mary Prince
Friday 3rd December, 2pm
Culture Palace, 51 Palace Gardens 
Shopping Centre, Enfield EN2 6SN

Award-winning Gospel Temple Apostolic  
Church will be reading a stage play 
telling the story of the first Caribbean 
woman to publish a book in the UK, 
in 1831. It is an opportunity for black 
audiences today to imagine themselves 
travelling back in time.

Tickets £6.50
Visit dugdalecentre.co.uk/events

Get in the swing

Frosty reception at Salisbury House

Salisbury House in Bush Hill Park was built in  
the 17th Century and is Grade 2*-listed

Swing dancing has grown in popularity over the last ten years Credit Ardian Lumi via Unsplash
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Neil Littman heads to Cockfosters on the latest stop of his tour of Enfield’s best eateries
am beginning to learn that reviewing 
restaurants is an unpredictable busi-
ness. This month, I had intended to 
check out two local Italian establish-

ments and see how they compared.
However, one of them was not open on 

the evening I tried to book and my friends 
who agreed to accompany me told me my 
alternative suggestion had disappointed 
them. A third choice turned out to have 
closed during the past year.

Quick change of plan and off to La Petite 
Auberge in Cockfosters, which is neither 
‘petite’ nor an ‘auberge’ but is a grand 
space both on the outside and inside, with 

A small taste of France
an enclosed garden courtyard at the rear. 
Better still, it is an all-day brasserie provid-
ing traditional French food for breakfast, 
lunch and dinner – the sort of place you 
would find on most street corners in France 
but are all too rare here. 

The restaurant seems to have come 
through the past year-and-a-half relatively 
unscathed, even though it was unable to 
take advantage of outdoor dining for lack 
of pavement space. Having two friends in 
tow meant we could order a wider selection 
of dishes, though I noticed my friends were 
not particularly keen on sharing!

The menu is aimed at providing a nationwide 

selection rather than regional speciali-
ties, but this is not an Anglophile take on 
French food as I saw many of the same 
items offered in bistros on a recent trip 
to France. We opted for the set menu, 
which is only slightly less costly than 
eating a la carte. Our starters were deep-
fried calamari, grilled goat’s cheese, and 
fried mushrooms in cheese with garlic. 
The mains we tried were rib-eye steak, 
duck confit and sea bass. And for des-
sert we had an authentic tarte Tatin and 
creme bruleé. One plus, from my point 
of view, was low salt levels in the food 
which meant I didn’t feel dehydrated.

The most surreal moment of the evening 
came when we heard ‘happy birthday’ 
being sung for the third time in the back 
room, apparently by the same party. And 
one minor gripe was the number of times 
we were asked if everything was okay; the 
result of being served by four or possibly 
five members of staff who probably should 
have conferred!

Goats cheese salad Fried mushrooms in cheese

Seabass Rib-eye steak 

FOOD

Advertisement

La Petite Auberge can be found at 12–13 Heddon 
Court Parade, Cockfosters Road, Cockfosters EN4 
0DB. A set dinner costs £28 per head, plus wine from 
£22 a bottle. Open every day until 10pm, booking 
advisable in the evening. To book:
Call 020 8447 1777
Visit petiteauberge.co.uk

I

WWIISSHHIINNGG  YYOOUU  PPEEAACCEE  AATT  CCHHRRIISSTTMMAASS  

CCOOMMEE  AANNDD  CCEELLEEBBRRAATTEE  WWIITTHH      

CCHHUURRCCHHEESS  TTOOGGEETTHHEERR    
IINN  PPAALLMMEERRSS  GGRREEEENN,,  
WWIINNCCHHMMOORREE  HHIILLLL  
&&  GGRRAANNGGEE  PPAARRKK  
Grange Park Methodist Church 
Holy Trinity, Winchmore Hill 
New Life, Palmers Green 
Palmers Green United Reformed Church 
St John the Evangelist, Palmers Green 
St Monica’s, Palmers Green 
St Paul’s, Winchmore Hill 
St Peter’s, Grange Park 
Winchmore Hill Baptist Church 
Winchmore Hill United Reformed Church 

the bridge group
DO YOU WANT TO ACT?

Join our new beginners 
acting & performing group

- Wednesdays 6.30-8.30PM in 2022 -

Email: hello@facefront.org
Registered Charity No.1116506
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London’s 
environmental 
college
Virtual Advice Session 
Thursday 16 December 
6pm to 8pm, online 
Register at capel.ac.uk

capel.ac.uk

Brooks Farm 

Jack Cornwell Park, 
Skeltons Lane, Leyton E10 5BS 

Crystal Palace Park 

The Jubilee Stand, 
Ledrington Road SE19 2BS 

Enfield 

Bullsmoor Lane, 
Enfield EN1 4RQ 

Gunnersbury Park

Popes Lane, 
Acton W3 8LQ 

Mottingham 

Mottingham Lane,
SE12 9AW 

Regent’s Park 

The Store Yard, Inner Circle, 
Regent’s Park NW1 4NR 

Animal 
Management

Arboriculture and 
Forestry

Business Skills

Floristry and 
Event Styling

Garden and 
Landscape Design 

Horticulture and 
Landscaping

Saddlery and 
Shoemaking

Wildlife and 
Agriculture 

Enfield Dispatch Dec 2021.indd   1Enfield Dispatch Dec 2021.indd   1 17/11/2021   19:05:1717/11/2021   19:05:17
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AROUND THE BOROUGH

A £35,000 ‘PARKLET’ HAS BEEN

VOLUNTEERS WHO HELP LOOK
A PLAN TO BUILD 78 FLATS

PLANS TO BUILD 113 AFFORDABLE

A NEW WETLANDS PROJECT IN

installed on a high street by Enfield 
Council to promote sustainable travel.

The colourful  seating and 
planting area on Chase Side in 
Southgate – funded by Transport 

after an award-winning Enfield park 
have started a petition calling on the 
council to fix four pergolas fenced 
off for health and safety reasons.

The Friends of Bury Lodge Gardens 
group first raised concerns over the 
condition of the pergolas three years 
ago. But the council’s failure to repair 
them properly led to their deteriora-
tion and, in October, a timber break-
ing and falling during bad weather.

Broken paving stones also creating 
dangerous trip hazards and fears over 
the conditions of the timbers even-
tually led to all four pergolas being 
fenced off, with no timeline for when 
they will be fixed and reopened.

Bury Lodge Gardens was designed 
and laid out in the 1930s on the site 
of the former Bury Lodge mansion 
house. The four pergolas are sur-
rounded by 33 rose beds and are 
centred around a popular lily pond 
– but their closure makes it diffi-
cult for visitors to access the pond 
because no other footpaths lead to it.

for London – is part of efforts to 
encourage sustainable transport 
such as walking and cycling and to 
boost business, with trials in other 
areas suggesting such schemes can 
increase local trade by 30%.

Lynda Cole, secretary of the friends 
group, told the Dispatch: “The chil-
dren usually love to come down here 
to the pond but now [because] it is 
fenced off they are climbing down 
the rock wall – they [the council] 
have created another hazard.

“If they had fixed the timbers 
when we reported it, it would have 
been a simple repair.”

Bury Lodge Gardens is regarded as 
one of the most attractive parks in 
Enfield and is a frequent winner of 
London in Bloom awards in the ‘small 
park’ and ‘walled garden’ categories.

James Hockney, a Tory councillor 

SOUTHGATE

BUSH HILL PARK ENFIELD TOWN

ANGEL EDMONTON

OAKWOOD

‘Parklet’ installed on high street

Petition launched over park’s perilous pergolas Unaffordable homes rejected

Affordable homes rejected

Go-ahead for wetlands

The parklet creates a small public 
space which, according to the coun-
cil, “encourages social interaction 
and promotes walking and cycling”. 
Now installed on a section of wide 
pavement in Chase Side, it includes 
benches, bar stools with a table, 
planters, a shelter with a green roof, 
bike racks, and a display describing 
“a brief history of Enfield”.

Dionne John from Southgate Task-
force, a group of volunteers aiming 
to improve the area, welcomed the 
parklet and said it “increases green 
space in Southgate” and was “a 
great place for the community to 
connect”. However, some residents 
questioned whether the parklet was 
worth the cost. Julian Dixon said 
on Twitter: “Disgraceful waste. [For 
that money] 35 benches could have 
been put down around the borough 
to encourage active travel.”

for Bush Hill Park, said: “Enfield 
Council has utterly failed the park 
and community by not repairing the 
pergolas. This is despite the friends 
group, community and myself press-
ing them for some time.

“Preventing pavement access to 
the pond is unacceptable. For the 
friends group to have to campaign 
to get Enfield Council to do its job 
is not right.”

A council spokesperson said: “We 
expect the repairs to be progressed 
over the next few months.”

in Enfield Town has been criticised 
for failing to provide enough afford-
able housing.

The plan by HPJ11 Develop-
ments to build two blocks up to 
five and six storeys high in Church 
Street was rejected by Enfield 
Council’s planning committee. It 
would have provided just seven 
‘affordable’ units, or 9% – signifi-
cantly below the council’s target 
of 40% for new developments.

However, a final decision on 
whether to refuse planning permis-
sion was deferred at a later com-
mittee meeting after the developer 

homes in Fore Street have been 
thwarted by concerns over the low 
number of family-sized units.

Enfield Council’s planning commit-
tee rejected the scheme by developer 
Social Capital Partners Fore Street to 
build a tower block up to 18 storeys 
high. Although all of the homes 
would have been provided at London 
Affordable Rent levels – designed to 
be affordable to households on the 
social housing waiting list – 99 were 

Oakwood Park has won planning 
permission.

The Enfield Council-led scheme 
will capture surface water runoff 
in a series of wetland basins and 
help protect homes on lower-lying 
ground in Edmonton.

The Oakwood Park wetlands 

said it would revise its plans. 
The scheme had been planned 

for the site of the former Metas-
witch building, which lies within 
Enf ield Town Conser vation 
Area and near to several listed 
and locally listed buildings. The 
building was left vacant after the 
technology firm – since bought by 
Microsoft – moved to a newly-built 
home in Genotin Road. 

set to be one and two-bedroom flats, 
with only the remaining 14 contain-
ing three bedrooms.

However, a final decision on 
whether to refuse planning permis-
sion was deferred at a later com-
mittee meeting after the developer 
said it would revise its plans.

The site of the proposed scheme, 
just north of the borough border 
with Haringey, is next to Fore Street 
Conservation Area and two locally 
listed buildings. It is currently 
occupied by The Gilpin’s Bell pub, 
which would have been demolished 
to make way for the tower block.

scheme will cover 11.5 hectares in 
the eastern part of the park, which 
is currently occupied by grassland 
and trees. It will not affect the ten-
nis courts, playground and other 
recreational facilities in the west-
ern end of the park.

It will be added to the growing list 
of wetland schemes across Enfield, 
with similar council-led projects 
recently completed at Firs Farm, 
Broomfield Park and Albany Park.

NEWS

The new ‘parklet’ in Chase Side, Southgate 

BY JAMES CRACKNELL BY SIMON ALLIN,  
LOCAL DEMOCRACY REPORTER

BY SIMON ALLIN,  
LOCAL DEMOCRACY REPORTER

BY SIMON ALLIN,  
LOCAL DEMOCRACY REPORTER

To sign the Bury Lodge Gardens petition 
to the council: chng.it/7Gq6B6b6Pr

Volunteers from the Friends of Bury Lodge Gardens beside one of the  
four fenced-off pergolas that have become a health and safety hazard

View from Church Street of the plans for 
the former Metaswitch building



The Dispatch is available to pick up at dozens of 
locations around the borough. The best place to 
find your copy is at one of our news stands outside 
Edmonton Green, Enfield Town, Ponders End, Bush Hill 
Park and Southgate stations, or outside Chamberlains 
Estates in Windmill Hill and Ruth Winston Community 
Centre in Palmers Green. Each of the borough’s libraries 
stocks the paper, while you can also find it in cafés, 
pubs, community centres, doctors surgeries and more!

We distribute 15,000 copies of the Dispatch in total. 
Distribution is usually complete by the end of the first 
week of each month. The map above shows a selection 
of our regular stockists, but is not an exhaustive list. 
We can sometimes arrange a delivery to businesses or 
community groups that would like to stock the paper.

DISTRIBUTION

If you would like to become a stockist  
or help distribute papers in your area: 

Email enfielddispatch@socialspider.com
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ge UK Enfield has launched a 
new service in the borough for 
women over 50 who are recov-
ering from cancer treatment.

This Girl Can, which is funded by Sport 
England, provides a series of exercise 
sessions with the aim of building self 
confidence and wellbeing.

Getting back into doing exercise, or start-
ing out with exercise, can be daunting 
after completing treatment for cancer. 
You may be nervous about the impact that 
exercise will have on your post-treatment 
body, or unsure how hard to push your-
self. Age UK’s trained staff can advise and 
put your mind at rest. There are different 
sessions held each week.

Jo Partridge, co-ordinator of This Girl 
Can, said: “This is a fantastic opportunity 
for people who are recovering from cancer 
treatment to come together to sample a 
range of different exercises. Hopefully they 

e are working with NHS 
Blood and Transplant to 
engage with black commu-
nities in Enfield to encour-

age more residents to give blood and help 
save the lives of thousands of patients.

Black donors are specifically needed 
right now because of lifelong blood con-

dmonton Community Partner-
ship is leading on a project to 
support the increasing numbers 
of Bulgarians who have migrated 

to London in recent years and found a 
home in Edmonton.

As a result of language barriers and social 
isolation, there are many families who do 
not know about available health and care 
services. The charity’s response has been 
to hire a Bulgarian support worker to con-
nect with local families from Bulgaria and 
across Eastern Europe to offer additional 
support. This has ranged from providing 
food, home essentials and internet access 
throughout the coronavirus pandemic, to 
online community meetings going over 
the process for securing EU settled status.

Sue-Jane O’Keefe, community engagement 
officer at Healthwatch Enfield, has been 
assisting Edmonton Community Partner-
ship with its outreach programme for the 
local Bulgarian community. She said: “I was 
shocked to learn that 16,000 people are not 
registered with a GP in Enfield, which means 
their only access to medical services is at A&E.

“I met an extremely passionate Bulgarian 
worker, Nishan Dzhingozyan, who explained 
that some Eastern European communities 
can only speak their language, not read it, 
so printing leaflets is not the way forward.

“Instead, Nishan set up information ses-
sions in school halls, and arranged for notes 
to go into the children’s school bags. These 
sessions were well attended, but then lock-
down happened. So Turkish and Bulgarian 
radio stations, Facebook, and other social 
media streams, alongside telephone calls, 
were the only way to pass on important 
health messages.

“Healthwatch Enfield joined Nishan at 
Edmonton Green Shopping Centre. We were 
delighted to sign up 18 people to be regis-
tered with a local GP – time well spent!”

Some Bulgarians prefer to travel home 
to get medical treatment, rather than get 
assistance in the UK, and are not aware of 
NHS services here they can access. Health-
watch Enfield is working to ensure this 
community has equal access to health and 
care, by building on existing communica-
tion channels and working at a grassroots 
level to understand what’s needed.

Bouncing back from cancer

Black blood donors needed

Helping 
Bulgarians 

access 
healthcare

Barney Kiddle from Community Barnet on the charity’s  
drive to find more black blood donors in Enfield

Conor Carleton from 
Healthwatch Enfield on 

how local Bulgarians 
are being helped to 
access NHS services

A

W

E“This is a fantastic 
opportunity for women 

who are recovering from 
cancer treatment”

The sessions take place on Thursday afternoons at 
Southgate Methodist Church, 47 The Bourne, Southgate N14 
6RS. Sessions are suitable for all levels. To book your place:
Call 020 8375 412
Email referral@ageukenfield.org.uk
Visit ageukenfield.org.uk

Register and book a blood  
donation appointment:
Call 0300 123 23 23
Visit blood.co.uk

Get in touch with Community Barnet:
Call 020 8364 8400
Email veronica.awuzudike@ 
communitybarnet.org.uk

will find one that really fits with them 
and they will continue beyond the course.

“Exercise is such an important part 
of recovery, helping with both physical 
and mental health, strength and f lexi-
bility. This Girl Can provides this within 
a friendly and supportive environment.

“The free exercise book and resistance 

band we provide is proving popular as it 
enables women to continue the exercises 
we cover in their own homes.”

ditions such as sickle cell and thalassae-
mia. These commonly affect individuals 
from black backgrounds – only 1% of 
whom are registered blood donors.

Regular blood transfusions are required to 
treat these conditions, which is more likely 
to succeed if the blood closely matches the 
patient’s blood type. Unfortunately the 

NHS is currently running critically low 
on blood donations.

Because of pressures from Covid-19, fig-
ures show that 40,000 black donors are 
needed, of which 16,000 are needed just 
to meet the demand for those suffering 
from sickle cell disease.

Community Barnet is working with local 
organisations throughout Enfield, engag-
ing with local community organisations 
to raise awareness and encourage black 
residents to donate blood. Giving blood is 
simple and easy, and once you have reg-
istered on the Give Blood website, all you 
have to do is make an appointment or visit 
a drop-in session.

For most people, giving blood is a fun 
and fulling way of protecting the health 
of their community.

So could you help make a difference today? 

Just one in 100 
black people 

are signed up as 
blood donors

Age UK Enfield is hosting exercise sessions for women recovering from cancer 
Credit Geert Pieters via Unsplash
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t’s still early days and no-one 
is getting carried away, but a 
sense of anticipation is in the 
air after Enfield Town’s best 

start to a league season in what is 
their 20th anniversary.

Despite a last-gasp defeat to 
Bishops Stortford ending a long 
unbeaten run in mid-November, 
the borough’s leading club have 
been in and around second place 
for much of the campaign.

Points are bound to be dropped 
among the leading contenders 
with so many evenly matched 
teams in what is an extremely 
competitive division. But you can 
only determine your own results 
and there is growing excitement 
at the prospect of a promotion 
– either automatically or via 
the playoffs – that would end a 
decade at the Step 3 level of the 
non-league pyramid.

A number of factors have con-
tributed to Town’s fast start under 
experienced manager Andy Leese, 
achieved despite the absence of 
a number of key injured players 
including, for several weeks, skip-
per Scott Thomas.

A fitter squad, greater strength 
in depth, and much-improved 
game management – not letting 
matches slip when in winning 
positions, a perennial weakness – 
are just some of those factors. So is 
a ‘never say die’ attitude comple-
mented by the addition of coach 
Ian Hart, formerly at Southend.

And when you have a striker of 
the calibre of Mo Faal, who played 
last season for Bolton Wander-
ers before returning to Donkey 
Lane for this campaign, you are 
always going 
to score goals. 
Faal recently 
signing a new 
contract, tying 
him to the club 
until the end of the season, is 
massive. And despite being taken 
on by two higher-level clubs since 
his first spell, Faal kept in touch 
and has forged an excellent rela-
tionship with the management, 
board and fans.

Chairman Paul Reed reckons 
Mo’s goals have been “integral” 
to the strong start, sentiments 
echoed by the manager, Andy 

Leese, who said: “It’s been a few 
weeks in the making but Mo has 
kept his head down and continued 
to deliver on the pitch.”

Enfield Town vice-chairman 
Paul Millington says the spirit in 
the camp is as good as it’s ever 
been. “In previous seasons when 
we’ve competed near the top of 
the table, we haven’t normally 
got going until the end part of 
the year,” he said.

“The fact we have consistently 
put in good performances in the 

early season is something we are 
not used to. If we can replicate 
previous years by having a solid 
second part of the season, we can 
look forward to challenging at the 
top come April.”

Enfield’s start has been all the 
more impressive given their dread-
ful pre-season. Asked about the 
remarkable transition, Millington 
points directly to the management 

Andrew Warshaw on how Enfield Town’s strong start to the season has 
raised hopes of a first promotion to the National League South division

“It’s probably the best  
squad we’ve ever had”

I team and their ability to spot tal-
ent and trust their judgement.

“Despite the [pre-season] results 
there was still a good vibe around 
the place and an incredible amount 
of hard work from Andy and 
[assistant] Mario.

“Identifying the right players is 
often under-estimated. Most of the 
settled squad we have now were 
with us in pre-season. It’s a trib-
ute to the management staff that 
they have been able to separate the 
wheat from the chaff, if you like. 

It’s probably 
the best squad 
we’ve ever had.”

No-one is get-
ting ahead of 
themselves, but 

the ‘p’ word is understandably on 
everyone’s lips. “It would be a tre-
mendous boost,” says Millington. 
“We’ve been in this league for ten 
seasons. For us to get to the next 
level and pit our ability against Step 
2 teams would be a great challenge.”

Potentially, some might argue, 
a challenge too far given the 
limitations of the council-owned 
stadium, Arsenal and Tottenham 

being close by, and the fact Enfield 
are supporter-owned.

“Obviously it would mean 
modifications to the ground and 
financially a lot of work would be 
needed, though we would have an 
additional pot of funding to help.

“The atmosphere may be dif-
ferent to the Premier League but 
there is no lack of passion – on 
or off the pitch. Having a day out 
at an affordable cost is something 
I believe is becoming more of a 
draw as top-f light football gets 
more and more remote.”

And if they succeed in reaching 
the promised land, can Enfield 
avoid dropping straight back down?

“Listen, if we do go up, of course 
on the pitch it would be all about 
survival for the first couple of 
years. But you would hope with 
the extra exposure that would in 
turn bring in additional support 
and sponsorship.

“Many Step 3 clubs have been 
around far longer than us and 
not been able to progress. We’re 
a relatively new club, starting at 
the bottom of the pile 20 years ago. 
Look where we are now.”

Ever since their first full season at the QE2 Stadium ten 
years ago, Enfield Town have been plying their trade in the 
Isthmian Premier Division. But could the near future bring 
promotion to Step 2 of the non-league pyramid?

It’s time to talk about promotion
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Members
Derek Grant, Michael Dickinson, Michael Cole, Young Notes, Ed Balleny, Natasha Boydell, Elizabeth Crosthwait, Richard Stones, Philip Ridley, Suzanne Beard, Chris Kaufman, Martyn Stogden,  

Susan Cook, Rupert Price, Meryn Cutler, Andrew Irvine, Basil Clarke, John Naughton, Right at Home Enfield, MumSing Choir, Lloyd Tew-Cragg, Andrew Warshaw, Neil Churchill, Karl Brown, Anthony Fisher, Dan 

Wright, Kay Heather, Julia Mountain, Jerome O'Callaghan, Carole Stanley, Mervyn Maggs, Aditya Chakrabortty, Norman Bennett, Vivien Giladi, Greg Andrews, The Old Enfield Charitable Trust, Matt Burn, Martin Russo, 

Marilyn Hamilton, Laura Davenport, Mick Wood, Helen Osman, Ranvir Mallick, Enfield Over 50s Forum, Francis Sealey, Caroline Banks, Bill Linton, Joe Hickey, Irene Richards, William Yates, Petr Mitterbach, Gianni 

Sarra, Tracy Hughes, Kristiana Heapy, Neil Bachelor, John Crowther, Hannah Salvidge, Adrian Day, Sean Wilkinson, Janice Nunn, Julia Daniel, Deborah Dalgleish, Philip Foxe, Phil H, Matthew Eade, Däna Roberts, A 

Cleary, Stephen Evans, Julian Rhys-Williams, Steve King, Robert Pite, Lauri Clarke, Anne Cullen, Ross Cunningham, Diana Goforth, Brendan O’Brien, Kirsten Lowe, Seton During, Aurora Yaacov, Sylvia Collicott, Paula 

Lamont, Liz Wright, Elsie Rigden, Sangeeta Waldron, David Mickleburgh, John Machin, The Enfield Society, Joe Studman, Ryan Hebbs, Adam White, Sue Grayson Ford, Malcolm Stow, Matt McLaren, Bush Hill Park 

Residents Association, Zoe White, Carol Fisk, Harriet Ray, Hannah Dyson, Peter Krakowiak, Friends of Hillyfields, Julie Nedza, Lynda Dyson, Phil Gooch, Chris Skilbeck, Peter Campling, Alison Shepherd, Chris Graham.

Individual rewards

Organisational rewards

£3 per month upwards:
Name in print and online, pin badge

£5 per month upwards:
Name in print and online, pin badge, tote 
bag, paper posted to you every month

£10 per month:
Name in print and online, 10% discount  
on advertising 

£20 per month:
Name and logo in print and online,  
20% discount on advertising 

£50 per month:
Name and logo in print and online, 40% 
discount, six free small adverts per year

How you can help
As a not-for-profit publication we rely on the 
generous support of our community. We look 
to our readers, who recognise the value of 
independent journalism, to help support us.

You can do this by becoming a member either  
as an individual or as an organisation. See the 
rewards opposite and once you’ve decided what 
package you would like, visit our website: 
enfielddispatch.co.uk/join

Member 
organisations klaudia@ 

socialspider.com

To become an 
organisational 

member email: 

What we do
Here at Enfield Dispatch we do things differently.  
We combine professional journalism with 
voluntary contributions from people who live and 
work in the borough and create content which is 
responsive to and reflective of the community.

These are challenging times for print media 
with many newspapers closing and advertising 
revenue in decline, but our not-for-profit 
model offers a new approach to creating local 
journalism which is inclusive and accountable.

Support independent
local journalism


