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Fundraising for a new 

community hub at Firs 

Farm in Winchmore Hill

North Mid Hospital 

struggling amid 

‘busiest summer ever’ 

oodbank managers across 

the borough are warning 

that the “massive” cost-

of-living crisis is already 

hitting people hard – with the 

worst still to come.

UK inflation hit 10.1% this sum-

mer – the highest for 40 years – 

and another big energy price cap 

rise is due to come in October. 

As a result, foodbanks in Enfield 

are already seeing a “surge” in 

demand as residents struggle to 

cope with the soaring cost of food, 

fuel, utility bills and housing.

To better understand how the 

cost-of-living crisis is affecting peo-

ple locally, the Dispatch has spoken 

to local foodbank managers from 

across the borough.

Gerry Bell manages the weekly 

foodbank at St Monica’s Church 

in Palmers Green. He said: “We 

are seeing a pick-up in numbers 

for sure. A lot of people are saying 

they will need the government 

to help them – I think when the 

summer holidays end there will 

be a reality shock.

“We have some people who are 

having a struggle with their energy 

company because their direct debits 

have been put up. My worry is what 

happens in October. We are telling 

them to prepare for the worst.”

Tara Hanna is the director of 

Exodus Youth Worx, which runs 

a fortnightly food parcel delivery 

scheme for families, without any 

need for a referral. During school 

holidays the charity also runs a 

food hub at St Anne’s Catholic 

High School for Girls in Enfield 

Town. Tara said demand had risen 

by 35% since the start of the year 

and added: “We have seen num-

bers increasing, we are facing a 

massive crisis. I don’t think we’ve 

even scraped the surface of how 

big this problem is going to get.”

Ginnie Landon, from Enfield 

Women’s Centre in Ponders End, 

said demand for the charity’s food-

bank had risen by around a third 

since the start of the year. She said:  

“People are coming because they 

don’t have enough money to manage. 

Demand is growing and people have 

said they can’t pay their bills, they 

don’t have enough money to live.

“Parents are worrying about 

their children and how they will 

buy school uniform or even how 

they will feed them. I am terri-

fied – I don’t know how we are 

going to help everyone when our 

own energy bills are going up as 

a charity. Unless we can find rich 

donors we are going to struggle.”

Rosalind Rutty, from Fore Street 

Hub, a weekly food pantry run by 

Edmonton Methodist Church, said: 

“For now we’re coping but as more 

customers come in we don’t know 

how long that will last.”

F

Warning from Enfield foodbank 
managers amid cost-of-living crisis
‘Surge’ in demand 
for help reported 

as energy bills soar 
and inflation hits 

40-year high

PUPILS FROM ELDON Primary School attended creative workshops with local artist Rose Hill to help paint and liven up a pedestrian tunnel leading 

to Edmonton Green Shopping Centre. The tunnel wall mural project was led by Co-Creative Connection, which empowers community groups to 

develop, co-design, and paint their own murals, bringing people together through creative workshops Credit Toby Merritt
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Enfield Town Ladies 

building on the success 

of the Lionesses

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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community centre 

open for more than 

40 years is set to close 

to the public at the 

end of October.

St Paul’s Centre in Church 

Street, Enfield, is used by var-

ious community groups in the 

borough for classes, events, work-

shops and meetings. Among its 

regular users are Age UK Enfield, 

University of the Third Age and 

care provider Home Instead 

Enfield, as well as numerous 

yoga, dance and zumba groups. 

It is also been used as a blood 

donation centre. 

Enf ield Food Alliance is a 

network of more than 30 local 

organisations providing food 

support to residents, working in 

partnership with Enfield Council 

to “build capacity, resilience and 

sustainability into the frontline 

food response in Enfield”.

The alliance has reported that 

its members are seeing a “surge 

in demand” for food support, addi-

tional strains on mental health and 

people’s wellbeing, and limited 

resources within the voluntary sec-

tor to meet the increasing demand 

for food and general support.

Dionne John, co-ordinator of 

Enfield Food Alliance, said: “Record 

The building is owned by The 

United Reformed Church (URC) and 

managed by Enfield Town and Forty 

Hill Churches Joint Trust. The trust 

took the decision earlier this sum-

mer to close the centre to the public 

because it was “no longer able to 

run and maintain the building”.

Notice was given in June to the 

community groups that regularly 

use the centre and responsibility 

for the building has now returned 

to the URC Thames North Synod, 

which will be “deciding on its 

future in the next few months”.

The URC has agreed to keep 

the centre open until the end of 

October to give the groups which 

high energy bills and food prices 

have triggered a surge in demand 

for food support from individuals 

and families living in low-income 

households in Enfield.

“The council has recently pro-

vided support through the [govern-

ment’s] household support grant, 

but the impact on the most margin-

alised people in Enfield, the ninth-

use St Paul’s more time to find 

alternative premises.

Reverend George Watt, mod-

erator of the URC Thames North 

Synod, said: “Deciding to close the 

centre was a very difficult decision 

for the Enfield Town and Forty Hill 

Churches Joint Trust to make, and 

it was not made lightly.

“It’s sad that many organisations 

and churches across the UK are 

facing similar challenges with 

their buildings, not only because of 

Covid but because of the increasing 

costs of running the centres.

“We know how important com-

munity groups are to the people 

that use them, and we hope and 

pray that by extending the notice 

period, alternative premises can 

be quickly found so that this vital 

work can continue.”

Describing the closure of St 

Paul’s Centre as a “big blow” to 

Enfield in the latest edition of 

Enfield Society News, Andrew Lack 

added that The Enfield Society 

was “now in discussion with 

others to explore possibilities of 

maintaining its current use”.

Planning permission was 

granted earlier this year for an 

office building adjacent to St 

Paul’s Centre, formerly used by 

Metaswitch, to be redeveloped 

for housing. The URC has not 

commented on whether the St 

Paul’s Centre site might also be 

sold for redevelopment. 

most deprived London borough, is 

unquestionably going to be hard.”

The UK energy price cap – which 

sets the maximum gas and electric-

ity companies can charge house-

holds – is currently forecast to 

rise from an annual bill of £1,971 

now to £3,582 in October and to 

£4,266 in January, having only 

been £1,277 at the start of this year.

The government’s package of 

financial support for households 

announced in spring was based on 

a previous estimate of the energy 

price cap rising to £2,800. At time of 

going to press, the outgoing prime 

minister was refusing to offer any 

additional government help for UK 

households, instead deferring the 

problem to his successor.

Shock for local groups as St Paul’s Centre  
in Enfield Town set to close to public

Ikea closes

Missing 
decorations

nfield Council has said it has 

“no plans” to buy the Ikea 

site in Edmonton after the 

Swedish furniture shop closed its 

doors for good at the end of August 

and the premises was put up for sale.

It had been speculated that the 

council would look to buy the Ikea 

site, since it has bought numerous 

other parcels of land in the sur-

rounding area to contribute to its 

f lagship Meridian Water housing 

development. The land would hold 

strategic importance because of its 

proximity to Meridian Water Station.

In its announcement in March that 

the shop would be closing after 17 

years, Ikea referenced the council’s 

plans to build 10,000 homes in the 

surrounding area as part of the reason.

However, a council spokesperson 

said: “Enfield Council do not have 

any plans to purchase the site.

“The Ikea site is an important 

aspect of the wider Meridian Water 

project and we are working with 

Ikea to find a meanwhile use for the 

site to support our local economy.”

treet decorations that had 

adorned an Enfield high street 

for the past few months disap-

peared overnight in August.

The colourful plant pots, ribbons 

and bicycle wheels, attached to 

bollards and barriers along Lancaster 

Road, were the work of Kerri Bullen 

and a team of volunteers at her gift 

shop, Boho Flo.

The decorations had been widely 

admired by locals in the area as they 

helped brighten up an otherwise 

drab street. But on 3rd August Kerrie 

woke up to find every decoration – 

more than 200 separate items – had 

all gone missing, with no trace of 

them remaining. Even the cable ties 

had been removed.

CCTV footage from a supermarket 

suggests that two women removed 

the decorations between 3.30am 

and 4am. Kerrie said: “Obviously it 

is someone who didn’t like the dec-

orations. But it is so mean spirited.

“Everyone is devastated. The kids 

painted the tins [plant pots], the 

bicycle wheels were donated by 

a lady who lost her husband and 

there were volunteers who watered 

the plants everyday.

“It is disheartening that people 

could be so awful. They were not 

doing anyone any harm.”

Undeterred, Kerrie says she will 

return in future with “bigger and 

better” decorations.
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BY JAMES CRACKNELL

Community centre’s 
closure ‘big blow’ to Enfield

"I don’t think 

we’ve even scraped 

the surface of how 

big this problem  

is going to get"

St Paul’s Centre in Church Street, Enfield, is closing to the public at the end of October

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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  25% off our standard Sole Agency sales fees.

  Professional photos, videos and floorplans included in fees.

  Valid on all new instructions until 30th September 2022.

  Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer.

SUMMER SALE

Please call today for a  
free marketing appraisal.
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Nightingale to 
remember

Helen Osman from the Friends of Firs Farm on the 

launch of the group’s big crowdfunding campaign

Lucy McGinn from The Nightingale 
Cancer Support Centre on how local 

people can help join the charity’s 
20th anniversary celebrations

hat originally started 

as an idea from a 

local priest to help 

those in his community get the 

care they need has since grown 

exponentially into a borough-wide 

haven, helping more than 10,000 

people with free cancer support 

over the past 20 years.

The Nightingale Cancer Support 

Centre goes to show how a simple 

idea to care for your community 

can make a huge difference – and 

become something bigger than 

anyone expected. Today, the char-

ity is a huge asset to the commu-

nity and far exceeds the original 

expectations of its founders.

In addition to the free services 

we provide at the Nightingale, 

clients see our centre as a wel-

coming place where they can pop 

in, meet up with each other, and 

have a cup of coffee.

We have had one mission for the 

last 20 years; to help people cope 

with cancer. We’re incredibly proud 

to say, as we reach this milestone 

anniversary, that we have done this.

One in two of us will be diag-

nosed with cancer at some point 

in our lives and you, your family, 

friends or colleagues, will almost 

certainly have been touched by 

this diff icult and devastating 

disease. In which case, you will 

understand how important it is 

to have a strong support network 

like the Nightingale.

We think there’s only one thing 

to do when a small local charity 

reaches a milestone like this: cel-

ebrate! On Saturday, 1st October 

estled between the 

A10 and Firs Lane in 

Winchmore Hill is a 

Site of Importance for 

Nature Conservation (Sinc). 

Since it was first created in 2016, 

Firs Farm Wetlands has evolved 

into one of the UK’s most import-

ant urban wetlands. It is designed 

to capture heavily- 

polluted run-off from 

busy roads and nearby 

properties, channelling 

the water through a 

series of ponds and 

reedbeds that filter out 

many noxious substances 

naturally. It even helps to protect 

homes in Edmonton from flooding!

The wetlands are now home to 

more than a hundred wildlife spe-

cies. Volunteers from the Friends 

of Firs Farm have planted over a 

thousand trees and shrubs and 

donned wellies and waders to help 

clear vegetation and debris from the 

ponds and water courses – think of 

it as gardening on a grand scale. 

Companies even pay for staff to 

spend a day helping out at Firs Farm. 

The friends also provide tours for 

schools and environmentalists to 

learn more about urban wetlands.

There is just one problem to all of 

W

N

FEATURES

For more information and to book tickets 
for Nightingale’s 20th Anniversary Gala on 
Saturday, 1st October:

Visit nightingalesupport.org.uk
Help support the Friends of Firs Farm crowdfunder:
Visit crowdfunder.co.uk/p/friends-of-firs-farm

this – there are currently no toilet 

facilities for visitors to Firs Farm! 

To help resolve this and create 

a community hub with not only 

toilets but a café and space for com-

munity activities at the wetlands, 

more than £200,000 has so far been 

raised. The project was going well 

– until Covid-19 struck. Now we 

are emerging from the pandemic, 

with planning permission recently 

being granted by Enfield Council 

and a building contractor ready to 

start, we have a shortfall of around 

£100,000 thanks to rising costs. 

A further obstacle is that we will 

lose a grant of £80,000 if the hub 

isn’t started on site by 31st Decem-

ber. There is now a real risk of this 

exciting project not going ahead, 

unless we can urgently secure more 

cash. For that reason, we have set 

up a crowdfunding page and are 

asking the people of Enfield to chip 

in and help create this 

much-needed facility. 

The community hub 

will be open to every-

one and will have a 

‘Changing Places’ toilet 

enabling people with 

carers to visit Firs Farm. 

The light-filled indoor space will 

be available for use by clubs and 

community groups and for sharing 

messages around wetlands and other 

environmental issues. The toilets 

and café will also help enable more 

football players to play on the under-

used pitches at Firs Farm.

Please watch the short video about 

Firs Farm and the community hub on 

the crowdfunding page and consider 

supporting us. With your help we 

can make this happen – we look 

forward to welcoming you to Firs 

Farm Community Hub in 2023!

Firs Farm Wetlands and (bottom of page) the plans for a community hub to provide facilities for visitors and volunteers

"There is now a real  

risk of this exciting 

project not going ahead"

Help make Firs Farm 
community hub a reality

we will be holding our 20th Anni-

versary Gala at the Double Tree 

by Hilton London Elstree Hotel 

in Hertfordshire.

After 20 hard years of work, it’s 

time for our clients, volunteers, 

supporters, donors and staff to let 

their hair down. Even if you’re 

only hearing about the Night-

ingale for the first time in this 

article, we’d still love for you to 

join us! It’s never too late to be a 

Nightingale champion.

The evening is a chance to raise 

a toast to what we have achieved, 

those we have helped and those 

who have helped us. A night of 

glitz, glam and fine dining will 

include a drinks reception, three-

course meal, entertainment, live 

music and dancing. Plus we will 

have table games, a raff le and 

an auction. Tickets include a  

discounted evening stay at the 

hotel, so you don’t have far to go 

when the dancing stops at 1am!

We could not have come this far 

without so many of you support-

ing us. Whether you have bought 

a raff le ticket, visited one of our 

charity shops, attended an event 

or made a donation, it is truly 

because of you that we are still 

here today providing free support.

It would be an honour to have 

you at the 20th Anniversary Gala, 

because it’s events like this that 

will enable Nightingale to be here 

to help another 10,000 people over 

the next 20 years.

The Nightingale Cancer Support Centre knows how to host a big party
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For more information about Botany Bay Farm:
Visit botanybayfarm.co.uk

s a herd of Aberdeen Angus 

cattle graze in a field with The 

Shard and several other London 

skyscrapers viewable in the dis-

tance, the tagline “where London meets 

the country” feels apt.

The slogan has even been trademarked 

by Botany Bay Farm in The Ridgeway – and 

it’s easy to see why.

The farm shop has been providing resi-

dents with locally-sourced meat and eggs, 

fresh bread, and organic fruit and veg, for 

well over three decades. Some of its regular 

customers come from as far away as St Albans 

and Harrow. Botany Bay is particularly well 

known for its range of eggs – ten varieties 

in total, from guinea fowl to duck – many 

of which are laid by the farm’s own flocks.

Recent additions to the newly-refurbished 

shop are zero-waste food dispensers stocked 

with kitchen-cupboard staples, where peo-

ple can fill up their own containers with 

pasta, rice and pulses. A new fridge also 

now allows customers to fill reusable glass 

bottles with oat milk, to take home without 

the need for packaging.

But there is more to Botany Bay Farm than 

its shop, and there are plans afoot to make 

the farm a local attraction where visitors can 

do a lot more than merely buy fresh food.

Five alpacas – Bill, Nuzzle, Scratch, Boycott 

and Tamar – have been living at Botany Bay 

since 2019 and are now being trained to take 

part in public alpaca walks, where people can 

lead them around the farm. Their fleece will 

also soon be turned into a range of products 

for sale in the shop, such as alpaca beanie hats.

Vickie Keeble has been helping to run 

Botany Bay Farm since she was a teenager, 

‘Where London meets the country’

How Botany Bay Farm gives Londoners a taste of the countryside

A
after her father Mick bought the site in 

the early 1990s. “I’ll always remember 

the day he got it – it used to be a piggery 

and there was pig poo all over the place,” 

Vickie told the Dispatch.

“Tina [Hamilton] has been running the 

shop for 17 years, it’s doing really well. Mick 

still goes to market every night to buy pro-

duce, he doesn’t get back until 3 or 4am.

“Most of our customers are from Enfield 

but we get some people coming over from 

Pinner and St Albans.”

Botany Bay Farm is a regular supporter of 

local good causes, donating one of its turkeys 

to The Nightingale Cancer Support Centre’s 

Christmas raffle every year and also helping 

to sell the charity’s Christmas cards. Since 

last year Vickie and Andrew Ryde from local 

business Chamberlains Estates have also 

been organising two regular litter-picking 

groups, in Botany Bay and Chase Side.

Andrew, who helps out regularly at the 

farm, told the Dispatch: “I came up here one 

day and I really liked the whole lifestyle, so 

I started helping look after the animals, and 

then doing the business side of it.”

Another new feature of the farm is the 

beehives, providing a regular supply of 

honey for sale in the shop. Andrew said 

learning how to manage the beehives was 

“a steep learning curve”.

He adds: “We want more public involve-

ment with the farm. We want people to be 

able to access the countryside, because it is 

good for people’s wellbeing.

“We are looking at planting wildflower 

meadows and an orchard. It is about sus-

tainable, economically-viable farming.”

Pictured outside Botany Bay Farm Shop are (from left) Tina Hamilton, Mary Gower, Andrew Ryde and Vickie Keeble

Five alpacas have been resident at the farm since 2019

Four beehives are another new addition to Botany Bay Farm

A herd of Aberdeen Angus cattle graze in a field with a view of The Shard

BY JAMES CRACKNELL
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Keeping the peace garden
George Adams has helped transform the green space outside an Edmonton church

he Covid-19 pandemic helped 

us realise how much high-qual-

ity outdoor spaces can make a 

difference to our wellbeing – even the 

smallest of gardens.

Three years ago an outdoor space at St 

Peter’s Church in Bounces Road, Edmon-

ton Green, had little to recommend it. For 

many years it had been ignored and only 

consisted of a few patches of scruffy grass.

ENFIELD COMMUNITY HEROES
Sponsored by Edmonton Green Shopping Centre

Dispatch readers are welcome to nominate 
their own ‘Enfield Community Hero’ – 
someone who you think has gone above 
and beyond to help support the local 
community. Simply email your nomination 
to EnfieldDispatch@socialspider.com

Nominate your heroes

But churchgoer George Adams saw the 

potential to do much more, and when 

new vicar Tina Kelsey arrived he sold her 

on his vision for the space. Since then 

George has helped transform it into a 

bright, colourful garden full of blooming 

flowers, bushes and trees in pots. Now 

the new ‘peace garden’ is a welcoming 

place where children and young people 

can learn more about horticulture.

T
Hydee Elysee nominated George as an 

‘Enfield Community Hero’ because she 

felt he deserved recognition for his hard 

work. She said: “I would like to nomi-

nate George Adams for his good, loyal 

and caring work in keeping the peace 

garden blooming for the community.

“Three years ago the garden was 

deserted, there was nothing there. 

George put it all together, he is really 

devoted. People now stop to look with 

joy and leave with a smile.”

The St Peter’s peace garden now also 

has an educational function. Hydee 

explained: “There are youth offenders 

who now come every other week and 

they are learning about how to help 

manage the garden; he leads them. 

“George has done so much work around 

the church, he is a real eco champion.”

George said he couldn’t have trans-

formed the garden without the support 

of Reverend Kelsey. He said: “When she 

came along I suggested we do something 

with the outdoor space and Tina has 

been very supportive throughout the 

whole process. There are future plans 

to grow vegetables and other things.”

As we run small classes our spaces get filled 

quickly so if you are interested get in touch  

and leave your details for our office to call you.  

Our friendly classes run 10am to 1pm or 2pm 

to 5pm every Wednesday for  7 weeks and then 

every Thursday for 7 weeks (14 in total). 

We will cover Drawing, Oil Pastels, Water Colour, 

and Acrylics ending with an exhibition in week 

14. Beginner or not this is a great way to learn 

improve your skills, have fun and make friends 

along the way.  Visit our FB page for more info 

and to see some of the work we have created:  

The Seasons Art Class, Cockfosters, and Enfield.  

Discover your inner Artist 

14 week Art Course
We are offering a great £15 discount 

per person if you sign up for 

Autumn Term and bring a friend.

To contact us you can call us 0204 542 7606 and 

leave your details. Someone from the office will 

contact you with further information

Offer only applies when 2 people sign up together

Mathematics and Further
Mathematics Tutoring
For KS3, GCSE and A-Level
Students
One-to-one and Group sessions 
At most 6 students per group
Both in-person and online
lessons
In-person session in a public
place in Enfield
Prices from £35 

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO

BOOK, VISIT

WWW.ZRTUTORING.COM

OR EMAIL

ZRTUTORINGENQUIRIES@GMAIL.COM

The peace garden at St Peter’s Church 
in Edmonton and (right) George 
Adams with garden volunteers

Advertisement
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BY SIMON ALLIN,  
LOCAL DEMOCRACY REPORTER

Kate Osamor survives 
deselection attempt

Ombudsman raises concerns over 
time taken to deal with complaints

ate Osamor MP survived an 

attempt by Labour members 

in her Edmonton constituency 

to remove her as the party’s candidate 

for the next general election.

The former shadow cabinet mem-

ber, who has represented Edmonton 

at the House of Commons since 2015, 

faced the prospect of deselection by 

local party members, with three out 

of four of the subdivisions within 

Edmonton Constituency Labour Party 

(CLP) voting against her.

However, Kate was able to win her 

reselection battle with the help of 

trade union affiliates in Edmonton, 

who backed her by a clear margin. 

Had she lost, other Labour members 

would have been able to stand against 

the MP to be chosen as the party’s 

candidate for the next election.

Kate said: “I’m delighted to have been 

reselected by my CLP and affiliates as 

the Labour candidate for Edmonton 

for the next general election. I will 

continue to work hard fighting for the 

interests of everybody across Edmon-

ton and I look forward to taking on 

the Tories at the next election.”

Kate is considered to be part of 

Labour’s left wing, having been a keen 

supporter of former leader Jeremy 

Corbyn. She is critical of current leader 

Keir Starmer, particularly recently in 

relation to the Labour leadership’s 

stance over rail strikes and the Forde 

report on racism within the party. 

Regarding the latter, Kate said it 

showed “the party has failed to tackle 

anti-black racism and Islamophobia”.

Alev Cazimoglu, a Labour coun-

cillor for Jubilee ward in Edmonton, 

appeared to criticise Kate on social 

media. Cllr Cazimoglu said on Twitter: 

“If you are a Labour MP sitting in a 

safe Labour seat tweeting anti-Labour 

propaganda, you do not deserve that 

nfield Council has been 

rapped by the Local Gov-

ernment Ombudsman 

over “lengthy delays” in 

responding to its investigations.

The ombudsman, an indepen-

dent body that looks into com-

plaints against councils, said it had 

experienced “delayed responses” to 

the majority of its enquiries, and 

more than half of the recommen-

dations it had agreed with the civic 

centre were implemented late.

The ombudsman upheld 27 

complaints against Enf ield 

Council in the year to 

31st March – the fourth- 

highest number in London. 

The proportion upheld 

was only slightly higher 

than the average for 

similar authorities, and 

the ombudsman said the 

council successfully implemented 

its recommendations in all cases.

But in the annual review letter 

sent to the council, ombudsman 

Michael King urged the council 

to consider how it prioritises com-

plaints. Having raised concerns 

over “lengthy delays” in getting 

information from the council last 

year, he wrote that he was “disap-

pointed to report similar problems 

this year with delayed responses to 

the majority of our enquiries and 

over half of agreed recommenda-

tions implemented late”.

Michael said the council had 

sometimes provided previously- 

requested information after his 

organisation had already issued 

its findings on a complaint, mean-

ing revised findings had to be 

issued which caused “avoidable 

delay to our casework”.

He added: “I hope you will agree 

this is a poor use of our respective 

resources and impacts on the stan-

dard of service we each provide 

to the public. I hope the council 

will ref lect on steps it can take 

to improve its responses to our 

enquiries over the coming year.”

The  ombudsman sa id  he 

believed council complaint func-

tions had been “under-resourced 

in recent years”, which had been 

“exacerbated by the [Covid-19] 

pandemic”. He added: “Through 

the lens of this recent upheaval 

and adjustment, I urge you to 

consider how your organisation 

prioritises complaints, particularly 

in terms of capacity and visibility.”

A council spokesperson said: 

“Over the past year, Enfield Coun-

cil has taken a number of actions 

to improve ombudsman com-

plaint handling, including 

enhanced resourcing and 

performance monitoring.

“The council continues 

this work by developing 

its handling procedures 

including improved guid-

ance and staff training 

taking place during 2022/23.

“The council’s internal per-

formance statistics show that 

while development opportunities 

remain, performance has improved 

compared to the previous year.”

honour. You are letting down your con-

stituents, your party and this country.”

However, the Dispatch understands 

the attempt by party members to 

remove Kate as the party’s Edmonton 

candidate for the next election was 

not based around right versus left 

factions, but was being driven by the 

executive committee of Edmonton 

CLP, which had wanted to install an 

alternative candidate.

One Edmonton CLP member, who 

did not wish to be named, said: “It is 

fantastic news that Kate has been rese-

lected. It is great news for Edmonton.

“Kate works hard for Edmonton, she 

supports the community and working 

people locally. She is on their side.

“We need someone to be an effective 

voice for Edmonton in the House  

of Commons.”

Enfield borough’s other two MPs 

have also been reselected as Labour 

candidates for the next general election 

in recent weeks, albeit with less drama.

Enfield Southgate MP Bambos 

Charalambous, who has represented 

the marginal seat since 2017, said: “I 

am delighted to have been reselected 

as the candidate for Enfield South-

gate at the next general election. 

Thank you to Labour members, trade 

unions and affiliated organisations 

for unanimously reselecting me.

“Enfield is my home and it’s the 

honour of my life to serve this constit-

uency, and I promise to keep standing 

up for the people of Enfield Southgate.”

After her own reselection was con-

firmed, Enfield North MP Feryal Clark, 

who has represented the constituency 

since 2019, said on Twitter: “Thank 

you to all the members and affiliates 

who voted to reselect me as your 

Labour candidate for Enfield North.

“It has been an incredible honour 

to serve our community, and I look 

forward to working with all of you to 

ensure Enfield North stays Labour.”

Council criticised over 
‘lengthy delays’ to 

complaints process

"I hope the council will 

reflect on steps it can take 

to improve its responses  

to our enquiries"

BY JAMES CRACKNELL

Kate Osamor has represented 
Edmonton in the House of 
Commons since 2015   
Credit parliament.uk

K

E
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n May I was elected as a new Labour 

councillor for Upper Edmonton ward, 

where I was born. I decided to get 

involved in politics because of my I

Welcome investment in Upper Edmonton
In our latest councillor’s column, Thomas Fawns  
says there is much to look forward to in his ward

Thomas Fawns was elected in May as a Labour 

councillor for Upper Edmonton

"This year has 
been an incredible 

cultural success for 
Upper Edmonton"

Thomas Fawns is a councillor for Upper Edmonton, 
alongside Margaret Greer and Doris Jiagge (all Labour). 
If you are a ward resident you can get in touch:

Call 020 8132 1238
Email cllr.thomas.fawns@enfield.gov.uk

non-verbal autistic brother, who inspired me 

to use my own voice to speak truth to power 

in the interests of justice and equality.

I am honoured to have earned the trust of 

those living in Upper Edmonton at the ballot 

box in the recent local elections. I’m also 

proud that the residents I represent chose 

Labour, who put forward a manifesto that 

reflects the values of putting people first.

As a candidate, and now as a councillor, I 

pledge to continuously liaise with residents 

at my weekly surgeries and with local com-

munity groups, that play such an important 

role in our borough. I also recognise that 

my role as an active councillor requires me 

to represent the concerns of residents to 

Enfield Council officers and other local part-

ners like the NHS and Metropolitan Police.

I have attended Cape (Community Action 

Partnership in Enfield) meetings and 

Edmonton ward forums to stay updated 

about the local rates of crime and anti-so-

cial behaviour. Enfield’s Labour council 

already funds extra police officers – after 

years of Conservative government cuts 

to local police budgets. Despite this, our 
Advertisement

London’s First Free College

All courses
up to Level 2  

and short courses 
up to Level 3 are

FREE

Whether you’re in Year 11 and looking at what to do 
next, or looking to get a job, advance in your career, 
go to university, or start something new, The College 
of Haringey, Enfield and North East London can help 
you achieve your ambitions.

We have a large variety of courses taught by industry  
experts – including A Levels (available at both  
centres, practical work-based vocational courses,  
Access to Higher Education diplomas,  
apprenticeships, and more.

All of our courses from Entry Level to  
Level 2 are FREE, regardless of your  
age or income.

conel.ac.uk/enrol
020 8442 3055 
courseinfo@conel.ac.uk

Don’t miss out  
ENROL NOW
to secure your place for with us

YOU
HAVE
IT IN 
YOU

September 2022

manifesto pledged to introduce new civil 

enforcement officers alongside new CCTV 

in crime hotspots. We will always remain 

informed on these matters, as safety 

is essential for our community to thrive.

I also share the aspirations of Upper 

Edmonton residents who want investment 

in the area. That’s why I’m so pleased that 

Edmonton has received huge economic 

investment from Enfield Council, includ-

ing the £6billion Meridian Water project 

which will create thousands of new homes 

and job opportunities in construction and 

the film industry. Additionally, there are 

regeneration schemes such as the one which 

will redevelop Joyce Avenue and Snells Park 

estates, which has been overwhelmingly 

approved by 78.5% of residents.

This year has been an incredible cultural 

success for Upper Edmonton. Last month, 

volunteers and local businesses welcomed 

residents and newcomers alike to celebrate 

our community at the council-run ‘Month 

of Sundays’ street party.

A £2.2million grant from City Hall’s 

Good Growth Fund is also improving Angel 

Edmonton’s public spaces. The council’s 

innovative Fore Street Living Room Library 

was launched in July, providing a platform 

for residents to use – it is now the hub 

for investment to unlock the potential 

of Fore Street’s economy. I encourage all 

residents to search ‘Fore Street For All’ 

online to find out more about upcoming 

local events and how you can get involved!

As promised on the doorstep during 

my election campaign, I will continue to 

advocate on behalf of Upper Edmonton for 

cleaner, greener and safer streets.
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estoring Broomfield House 

after a series of five fires – 

the first in 1984 and the 

last in 2019 – has proved unafford-

able. In 2013, Heritage Lottery Fund 

rejected the joint Enfield Council 

and community bid for full resto-

ration of the house. In retrospect, 

this was probably the best and last 

chance of saving it for the public. 

However, beginning in 2014, the 

council-chaired Broomfield House 

Partnership Board examined a vari-

ety of alternative ways ahead. The 

board last met in November 2018.

In March 2019, a council-led 

workshop discussed the possibility 

of rebuilding the exterior of the 

house as it appeared at the time 

of purchase in 1902. This would 

restore the key visual heart of the 

listed park. Part of the funding for 

the initial stage would come from 

a small housing development in 

the listed stableyard, subject to His-

toric England’s approval. The trust 

believed that once a structure was 

in place it might then be possible 

to gradually restore key parts of the 

interior. But a proposal was rejected 

by the council in 2020 and, once 

again, the council retreated from 

meeting with the trust and Friends 

of Broomfield Park.

However, in June this year, Palm-

ers Green ward councillor Chris 

James elicited a brief response which 

said “the council is poised” to submit 

an “expression of interest” bid to the 

National Lottery Heritage Fund “for 

improvements to the heritage parts 

of Broomfield Park, which include 

proposals on the house ruins”. This 

would be the first of three stages 

in obtaining grant funds. Outline 

proposals would then follow in 

“early 2023” and “form the basis 

of a ‘round one’ grant application”. 

We are now trying to find out 

what form this will take and in 

particular how the trust and the 

friends will be involved. Given the 

efforts we have devoted to Broom-

field House and Broomfield Park 

over the years it is disappointing 

that Enfield Council appears to 

have sidelined both groups.

Colin Younger
Chair, The Broomfield House Trust

represent a ward with large 

rural areas where people have 

very little choice but to use 

their cars and a London-wide 

Ultra Low Emission Zone (Ulez) will 

have a detrimental affect on them. 

Ridgeway ward borders Hertford-

shire, meaning local businesses 

have customers from outside of 

Enfield. A potential £12.50 charge 

to visit businesses in the ward will 

have a negative impact on trade.

I do not disagree with improving 

air quality, but the mayor [of Lon-

don] should be looking at policies 

that will not impact on the cost of 

living. The recent Transport for 

London report into the effect of 

the recent extension of Ulez out to 

the north and south circular roads 

showed that it has had less impact on 

the suburbs, severely weakening the 

argument for a London-wide zone.

The £200m it will cost to imple-

ment a London-wide Ulez should be 

spent on zero-emission bus zones in 

Enfield, increasing the number of 

electric charging points and support-

ing more car clubs in the capital.

Joanne Laban
Conservative councillor  

for Ridgeway ward

embers of a local com-

munity choir, Clay Hill 

Singers, were delighted to 

return to singing when pandemic 

restrictions were lifted. This group 

was formed ten years ago to make 

the physical and mental health and 

social benefits of singing together 

freely available. It doesn’t matter 

if you don’t think you have a good 

voice – we don’t give concerts, and 

there are already 60 members so 

you won’t stand out! We meet on 

Friday mornings in term time, start-

ing again on 9th September, from 

10.30am until 12pm in St Luke’s 

Church in Phipps Hatch Lane, under 

the leadership of Claire Stogden. 

If any readers are interested, just 

turn up, or contact Annie Tucker 

on tuckeranniem@gmail.com.

Valerie Budd

Enfield

Council keeps 
quiet over 

Broomfield bid  

Dear Enfield Dispatch

Ulez will hit 
local firms

Dear Enfield Dispatch

Sing with us

Dear Enfield Dispatch

Got an opinion on something in Enfield? We accept letters of up to 150 words 

from people and organisations in the borough. Email EnfieldDispatch@

socialspider.com before the next deadline on Monday 19th September.

Send us your letters

R
I

M

LETTERS

Microsoft Offi ce Training
Excel / Word / Powerpoint / Outlook

1 Day Workshops
Beginner / Intermediate / 
Advanced levels.

£199pp - Group discounts available.

Dates available upon request.

Call us today to fi nd out more:

0207 183 1107

or email:

enfi eld@pitman-training.com

Pitman Training Enfi eld
Nicon House, 45 Silver Street

London, Enfi eld, EN1 3EF

Advertisement

LOCAL CHEESES
CHARCUTERIE

ANTI PASTI
OFF LICENCE

mytimedelicatessen.com

020 8886 6994

Organic
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orth Middlesex Hos-

pital has likely seen 

its “busiest summer 

ever” as it struggles 

with a growing waiting list and 

soaring A&E attendances.

At  a  board  meet ing  las t 

month, senior managers at the 

Edmonton hospital explained 

the challenges the hospital con-

tinues to face in the wake of the 

pandemic, since when the NHS 

trust has continued to fall a long 

way behind in a number of key 

performance measures.

May this year was the busiest- 

ever month for the accident and 

emergency (A&E) department 

at North Mid, with 610 patients 

being seen on average every day, 

while June was the second-busiest 

month ever seen. The A&E staff 

team is designed to cope with 

not more than 535 patients per 

day, leading to exceptionally long 

waits for treatment.

The main NHS performance 

target for A&E departments is for 

95% patients to be discharged, 

admitted or transferred within 

four hours of arrival – but the 

percentage at North Mid in June 

was only 65.8%. 

Mark Lam, board chair of 

North Middlesex University Hos-

pital NHS Trust, said: “I want to 

acknowledge the tremendous 

operational pressure we are expe-

riencing and, although that is 

not unusual, this is among the 

busiest – if not the busiest –  

summers we have seen.

“I want to thank colleagues for 

their ongoing focus and profes-

sionalism.”

Dr Surendra Deo, a non-ex-

ecutive director at North Mid, 

said the exceptionally high A&E 

attendance numbers were being 

driven by the current difficulty in 

patients being able to access GP 

appointments, leading many to 

seek help at A&E instead.

“There is an access problem 

in primary care,” Dr Deo said. 

“What are we doing as a trust, 

as a partnership, to address this? 

Because it is not going away. I 

don’t think it is sustainable – it 

might well get worse.”

Mark responded: “We need to 

N

North Mid struggling amid ‘busiest summer ever’
Record numbers seen at A&E as hospital requests help  

to tackle its massive cancer treatment backlog

be open to a radical rethinking 

of the care system. The whole 

point of setting up integrated 

care boards is to push for that.”

Other performance metrics 

are also causing signif icant 

concern at North Mid. They 

include the overall 

waiting list, which 

has now reached 

18,711 pat ients , 

up from 14,374 at 

this time last year. 

Of these, 121 have 

been waiting longer 

than a year.

The percentage 

of patients waiting 

under 18 weeks to be treated 

– described as the ‘referral to 

treatment’ (RTT) time – is cur-

rently 79.3%, below the 92% 

target and also the 85% level 

seen at this time last year. 

The situation is particularly 

dire regarding cancer treatment, 

where just 32.6% of patients are 

starting their first course of treat-

ment within two months (62 days) 

of a referral, far below the 85% 

target. Before the pandemic North 

Mid had been exceeding the tar-

get, but by this time last year the 

number had fallen to 64.1%.

This poor performance has led to 

the NHS trust moving to a ‘recov-

ery’ position on cancer treatment, 

establishing a cancer oversight 

group to focus on ways to resolve 

the current capacity problem.

Shola Adegoriye, North Mid’s 

chief operating officer, told the 

board meeting the hospital had 

sought outside help to tackle the 

cancer backlog. She 

said: “The key areas 

we need to work on 

are where there is 

a capacity gap. We 

have reached out 

for support from 

NCL [North Central 

London  C l in i ca l 

C o m m i s s i o n i n g 

Group]. We need to 

recognise where we are at the 

limit of our capacity.

“The most important thing to 

say is we have a supportive envi-

ronment. There is a recognition 

that if we cannot find that support  

BY JAMES CRACKNELL

"With the level of pressures 

we are experiencing, they no 

longer feel extraordinary. 

Previously these were seasonal, 

but now it is a perpetual state"

within NCL we will look else-

where. That request for support 

has been made.”

A report presented to the board 

meeting went into more detail 

and said: “The trust was compli-

ant against two out of the nine 

cancer performance standards. 

The largest patient backlogs exist 

in colorectal, urology, and gynae-

cology […] overall, it is expected 

that improved performance 

will manifest once the backlog 

of patients in a 62-day breach 

position have been treated.”

One major factor in the hospi-

tal’s struggles is bed occupancy. 

When “core beds” are all in use, 

the hospital instead utilises 

“escalation” beds. The report 

revealed that when measuring 

bed occupancy as a percentage 

of core beds, the occupancy rate 

as of May was 105.8%.

Mark Vaughan, North Mid’s 

director of human resources 

and organisational development, 

said the pressures were taking a 

toll on staff. “There are a lot of 

staff who are pretty deflated and 

knackered and just see a relent-

less pressure,” he said.

“The way we motivate people 

is with empowerment, which 

gives them satisfaction when 

they come to work, knowing they 

have that control.”

Mark Lam added: “The report 

does ref lect the extraordinary 

pressures we are under, but also 

the hard work of our team in 

managing that pressure.

“With the level of pressures we 

are experiencing, they no longer 

feel extraordinary. Previously 

these were seasonal, but now it is 

a perpetual state. When extraor-

dinary pressures feel normal, one 

of the effects is that people feel 

numb to it. It has a huge impact.”

North Mid was one of the worst-

hit hospitals during the Covid-

19 pandemic, but there is now 

a new public health emergency 

that has been declared by the 

World Health Organisation, in 

relation to the recent monkeypox 

outbreak. By the start of August, 

32 patients had been treated for 

monkeypox at North Mid, but 

only three had required admis-

sion for symptomatic care and 

all of those had recovered fully.

The A&E at North Mid has recently seen record-high attendance levels



11
ENFIELD DISPATCHNo.48 SEPTEMBER 2022

Advertisement

CollegeYour

Your

Future

Enrolment begins 25th August

Enrol Now!

Visit waltham.ac.uk

or scan the QR code.

Create Your Future with Waltham Forest College



12
ENFIELD DISPATCHNo.48 SEPTEMBER 2022ARTS & CULTURE

Southgate’s symphony

Play your bowls right
Bruce Forsyth is among the Edmonton locals now immortalised on the side of the 116-year-old Pymmes Park Bowls Club

Local author Natasha Boydell introduces her 
latest novel, set in Palmers Green

oderick Elmer was born in 

Southgate and has lived in 

Enfield since 1987, working 

as a specialist music teacher in a 

primary school.

He studied music at Manchester 

University and now sings tenor for 

Enfield Choral Society, plays the 

piano, organ and – for Southgate 

Symphony Orchestra – the horn. 

Roderick started composing music 

at 15 and has had a number of his 

pieces performed publicly including 

several with a full orchestra.

In early 2019, a senior member of 

the orchestra (sadly, now deceased) 

suggested Roderick write a symphony, 

providing ongoing encouragement. 

He jotted down the opening theme 

when it came to him in church as he 

was about to play the organ for a ser-

vice. After a slow start, the pandemic 

lockdowns in 2020 allowed Roderick 

more time for composing and the 

work was completed in January 2021.

The symphony has four movements. 

The opening movement acts as a 

prelude in traditional sonata form, 

featuring different sections of the 

orchestra. The second is a scherzo 

and trio inspired by the Infernal Dance 

from Stravinsky’s ballet The Firebird. 

This is followed by a slow movement 

in memory of the Roderick’s sister, 

who died in 2018. It references two 

nursery rhymes that reflect aspects 

of her life. The finale is a cheerful 

rondo, ending with the return of the 

symphony’s opening theme.

isitors to Pymmes Park have 

been immortalised in a new 

artwork – alongside famous 

former Edmonton resident Bruce Forsyth.

The new mural on the side of Pym-

mes Park Bowls Club, Rolling On, cele-

brates the club’s bowlers as well as the 

many characters who visit the park.

The artwork was created by The 

34Bus Collective, an art group formed 

by students from the London School of 

Muralism, after they won funding via 

Enfield Council’s ‘Stories of Enfield’ 

culture programme launched last year.

Liv Wright, from 34Bus, was pre-

viously involved with another mural 

project at Pymmes Park Visitor Centre, 

which won widespread acclaim. Liv 

told the Dispatch: “I was working on 

the other mural in Pymmes Park when 

I found out there was a bowls club 

there. But it was down an alleyway 

and it was locked, it all felt very weird.

“The club is an interesting space with 

ometimes family can be 

found in the most unex-

pected of places – a baby 

or toddler session, dog 

walking group or local club. I 

don’t think I truly experienced 

this until I moved to the area.

Before that, my London expe-

rience probably played to many 

people’s perceptions. I didn’t 

know my neighbours, I had no 

friends nearby and I definitely 

wasn’t on first name terms with 

any local business owners. Now 

I can’t walk 50 metres without 

saying hello to someone.

I love Palmers Green and the 

surrounding neighbourhoods of 

Southgate and Winchmore Hill, 

which our road straddles. I adore 

the strong sense of community, the 

friendly vibe, the multiculturalism. 

R

V

S

The Alba Sinfonia’s performance of Roderick 
Elmer’s debut symphony takes place at Oakwood 
Baptist Church in Merrivale, Southgate N14 4TE, 
on Saturday 24th September from 7pm. Entry is 
free at the door, with charity donations invited. 
For more information:

Visit albasinfonia.com

For more information about Natasha Boydell 
and her latest book ‘The Legacy of Eve’:

Visit natashaboydell.co.uk

Find out more about the Pymmes Park Bowls Club 
mural on social media:
Instagram @34bus_

Craving Greek olives, Turkish 

pastries and an iced coffee for 

lunch? No problem!

But most of all, I love the friends 

I’ve made in the nine years that we’ve 

lived in the area. So, when I started 

working on my new novel, I knew 

exactly where it had to be based.

The Legacy of Eve is a drama about 

motherhood and a family touched 

by tragedy. Can Annie discover the 

truth about her long-lost mother 

before becoming a mother herself?

Family – both the people we’re 

linked to by blood and those we 

meet along the way – is an import-

ant theme in the book. The main 

character, Annie, loves Palmers 

Green just as much as I do and, 

like me, it’s where she chooses 

to start her own family. It’s fic-

tion, so of course her journey  

isn’t plain sailing, but then it 

rarely is in life either.

The Legacy of Eve is my third 

novel. I’ve always wanted to be an 

author but life, and writer’s block, 

inevitably got in the way. It wasn’t 

until I was approaching my 40th 

birthday that I got a fear I might 

never actually do it, so I made it my 

new year’s resolution to write my 

first book within a year. I signed 

up to a ‘prioritise your writing’ 

course run by Writing Room, a 

group based in Wood Green.

Being accountable to someone 

and setting weekly word count 

goals motivated me and I fin-

ished my first manuscript that 

year. After submitting it to many 

(many!) agents and publishers, I 

was fortunate to be offered a pub-

lishing deal a few months later.

My debut novel, The Missing 

Husband, was released last year 

and reached the top 100 in the 

Amazon Kindle chart. Since then, 

I’ve signed a multi-book deal with 

my publisher and I’ve had two 

more novels published. My current 

work in progress is set in Cyprus, 

and after that, who knows!

Earlier in 2022, Southgate Sym-

phony Orchestra held two open 

rehearsals of the work, attended by 

family and friends, but were unable to 

include it in next season’s programme. 

Nonetheless, the first performance 

will be by The Alba Sinfonia, a new 

locally-based orchestra founded by 

conductor Derek Holland, dedicated 

to playing music by local and less-

well-known composers, alongside 

more popular classics.

The concert is taking place this 

month in Southgate. Other works in 

the programme are Felix Mendelssohn’s 

overture The Hebrides; Max Bruch’s 

Violin Concerto No. 1; and Eric Coates’ 

By the Sleepy Lagoon. Roderick hopes 

that a good crowd will attend this 

world premiere in Southgate of a first 

symphony by a Southgate composer.

a history to it, but like many bowls clubs 

it is struggling for new members and 

many people don’t even know it is there.

“We wanted to create something to 

show people it is there. We worked 

with community groups and invited 

local residents to get involved with 

our design sessions.

“We decided to paint people who 

had a connection to the park.”

Bruce Forsyth grew up in Victoria 

Road, which faces the eastern side 

of Pymmes Park. Another famous 

face, Only Fools and Horses actor David 

Jason, was born at nearby North Mid-

dlesex Hospital and is also included 

in the mural.

A plaque has been added which 

allows people to scan a QR code, link-

ing to an oral history of some of the 

people featured, to help tell their 

personal stories.

Putting Palmers Green on the page
Roderick Elmer

Bruce Forsyth is among the Edmonton locals now immortalised on the side of the 116-year-old Pymmes Park Bowls Club Credit Duncan Wright

Natasha Boydell has published 
three novels in just two years  

Credit Rebecca Filby Photography
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Clay Hill Singers
Every Friday starting 9th 
September, 10.30am–12pm
St Luke’s Church, Browning Road/
Phipps Hatch Lane, Enfield EN2 0HL

No experience or vocal talent is required 
for this community choir. We sing for 
fun, from old time music hall to musicals, 
rock’n’roll and pop. We have about 60 
members and there is room for more!  
Refreshments provided. No need to 

book, just turn up.

Free entry, donations welcome 

to cover costs

Call 07733 343 012

Email tuckeranniem@gmail.com

CHOIR

MUSIC

Jubilation Dog Show
Saturday 3rd September, 1–4pm
Jubilee Park, 10 Jubilee Crescent, 
Edmonton N9 7NU

A dog show including awards for 
waggiest tail, best rescue and best 
trick. Competition entry is £2 per award 
class or £5 for three award classes.

Free to watch
Email tailwaggers4dogs@aol.com

DOG SHOW

Family bike ride 
Sat 24th September, 2pm–5pm
Starting from the main gates of 
Enfield Town Park, Cecil Road 
Enfield EN2 6LE

A fun family bike ride around Enfield 
using cycle ways and quiet routes. 
Please register in advance.

Free to join
Visit bit.ly/3bY2ldY

Tackling the cost of living crisis 
Thurs 6th October, 9.30am start
Community House, 311 Fore Street, 
Edmonton N9 0PZ

Enfield Voluntary Action’s annual 
conference will discuss how the voluntary 
sector can support our local community. 

Free entry, booking required 
Visit bit.ly/3w8kk8d

Poetry at Forty Hall  

Farmers’ Market 
Sun 11th September, 11.30am–1pm
Forty Hall Farm, Forty Hill EN2 9HA 

Sit, relax and listen to lively poetry 
within the open barn tea area at 
Forty Hall Farmers’ Market. Listen to 
eleven poetic voices reading fun and 
thoughtful original poetry while taking 
tea or coffee, and more.

Free entry
Visit fortyhallfarm.org.uk/events

CYCLING

MEETING

POETRY

QUIZ

Edmonton Hundred  
Historical Society
Wednesday 21st September, 8pm
Jubilee Hall, 2 Parsonage Lane, 
Enfield EN2 0AJ

Kirsten Forrest, curatorial and 
interpretation manager at Alexandra 
Palace, relates the fascinating story of 
a top-drawer star of the entertainment 
heritage, Dolly Shepherd ‘The Edwardian 
Lady Parachutist’. Elizabeth, nicknamed 
Dolly as a baby because of her doll-like 
looks, became famous for jumping out 
of balloons and floating back to earth 
in front of crowds of admirers. 

Free entry
Email edmontonhundredevents@
gmail.com

TALK

LISTINGS
We can include low-cost community events taking place in  
Enfield. For next month's listings, email the details of your event  
to enfielddispatch@socialspider.com by Monday 19th September

Submit your listing

Lazy Sunday Afternoons
Sunday 11th September, 3pm
Hilly Fields Bandstand, Hilly Fields, 
Clay Hill EN2 9AJ

Our final event of 2022 features The 

Vipers playing rock covers. Bring the 

whole family, a picnic and enjoy free 

music in beautiful surroundings.

Free entry but suggested 
donation of £3 to Age UK Enfield
Visit hillyfields.info

University of the Third Age (U3A)
Friday 23rd September, 6.30pm
Enfield Baptist Church, Cecil Road, 
Enfield Town EN2 6TG

This year, U3A is celebrating its 40th 
anniversary and in Enfield we are 
organising local events to raise the 
profile of our organisation. We are 
holding a quiz with any profits donated 
to two local charities; The Felix Project 
and North London Hospice.

Tickets cost £5 each
Visit u3asites.org.uk/enfield/home

was partly inspired to 

write this review after 

overhearing a conversa-

tion at my local pub. A 

group on the table behind me 

were discussing the merits and 

history of Turkish restaurants 

in London. Venues that were 

long gone were mentioned, as 

well as others that still exist.

They also spoke about the 

loss of Aksula in Palmers Green, 

caused by a fire on the hottest 

day on record in July, and what 

such a long-standing and popu-

lar meeting place had meant to 

their friends and family.

A brief word about food we 

describe as Turkish. Many of the 

chefs, particularly in London, 

are from the Kurdish regions 

which encompass Armenia, 

Iraq and Iran and, like many 

other food concepts, the dishes 

are also the result of multicul-

tural influences. These include 

places such as Greece (f ish 

dishes); Anatolia and the Levant 

(aubergine, olive oil and several 

vegetable dishes); Italian and 

Roman (f lat breads and slow-

cooked recipes); and food from 

the Balkans where the Turkic 

tribes once travelled (moussaka 

and börek, which is filo pastry 

filled with spinach and cheese).

I

Turkish delights
Neil Littman continues his tour of Enfield’s best 

restaurants with a visit to Kervan in Edmonton Green

The menu at Kervan even fea-

tures a lamb tagine dish which 

originates from North Africa. 

There are many other kinds of 

Turkish restaurants along what 

I would describe as the Green 

Lanes corridor all the way to 

Stoke Newington, serving a 

hybrid of Turkish and modern 

European dishes. The fusion 

continues to this day.

Some of my previous reviews 

have involved solo dining, but 

this is less fun with Turkish 

food, which is all about shar-

ing. Added to that is the hospi-

tality shown at Kervan, just as 

at other Turkish restaurants, 

where the main meal is pre-

ceded by dips and salads nor-

mally enough for two.

With that in mind, I invited 

a local expert to give me an 

opinion of the quality and 

authenticity of our meal. Ker-

van has four local branches – 

in Southgate, Wood Green and 

two in Edmonton. We visited 

their Church Street venue on a 

warm evening. It is a welcom-

ing and spacious restaurant 

decorated in a contemporary 

style and much larger inside 

then it appears from outside.

We ordered several dishes. I 

decided a meze of three items 

would give me a good choice, 

while my dining companion 

ordered a mixed kebab so that 

I could try the chicken. I asked 

for cacik, a yoghurt dip, but the 

waiter said that was included in 

the complimentary dishes, so 

I requested saksuka, an auber-

gine salad, which he said was 

again included! My other three 

choices (fried calamari, börek and 

kozde patlican, a dish of charcoal 

roasted aubergine with peppers, 

tomatoes and spices) were not 

part of the dips so we ended up 

with five starters and a salad plus 

bread and his main course.

The service and food were both 

extremely good and, although 

all the dishes were served at 

the same time, because it was 

a mix of hot and cold dishes 

this didn’t make any difference 

and we ate nearly everything. 

We also received free glasses of 

Turkish tea!

Including a beer, soft drinks 

and service, the cost for two 

people came to £61.

Mixed shish with  
Adana kebab

Kervan is at 80 Church Street in 
Edmonton, and also at 171 Hertford 
Road in Edmonton, and 107 Chase Side 
in Southgate. They are open seven days 
a week, from 8am-midnight, Monday–
Saturday, and 8am–11.30pm on Sundays. 
To book a table:

Call 020 8884 4441
Visit kervan-sofrasi.co.uk
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AROUND THE BOROUGH

AN ARCHITECT INJURED HALFWAY

THE CHARITY SET UP TO ESTABLISH

ENFIELD COUNCIL HAS REFUSED

A CONTROVERSIAL GERMAN BEER

BUSH HILL PARK

COCKFOSTERS

MERIDIAN WATER

ENFIELD TOWN

PALMERS GREEN

Cyclist completes epic ride

Museum project boosted by grant

Wait goes on for masterplan

Town centre revamp details revealed

Oktoberfest cancelled

through a gruelling long-distance 

bike ride has completed the chal-

lenge a year later.

Matthew Scammels has lived 

with type one diabetes since he 

was aged eleven. He had origi-

nally planned to ride around 1,000 

miles between Land’s End and John 

O’Groats, while fundraising for  

Diabetes UK, last year.

The 47-year-old had only taken 

up cycling as a way to exercise 

during the pandemic lockdown. 

As well as the distance, the 14-day 

challenge involves 18,000 metres 

of riding uphill.

and run a new museum at Trent 

Park House has been awarded a 

£225,000 grant by the National 

Lottery Heritage Fund.

The grant will enable Trent Park 

Museum Trust to “bring Trent Park 

to life” while the restoration proj-

ect at the historic house remains 

ongoing, with the money being 

used to help develop a digital 

museum and new website.

The trust will be showcasing 

stories about the people who lived 

and worked at Trent Park. Working 

with local schools, the charity will 

also be developing a learning pro-

gramme and educational resources.

of Enfield Town have been revealed, 

with several new public spaces, 

cycle lanes, more pedestrian cross-

ings, fewer parking spaces and 

narrower roads all being proposed.

Despite a previous £6million Trans-

port for London (TfL) grant to support 

the scheme no longer being avail-

able because of TfL’s financial crisis, 

Enfield Council has instead sourced 

£5m of alternative funding to make 

the project happen, with more sought.

The proposals include a major rede-

sign of the area outside Enfield Town 

Station, making it more pedestrian 

friendly; segregated cycle lanes along 

Genotin Road, Cecil Road and London 

Road; a revamped Library Green pro-

viding better access into Town Park; 

Unfortunately, a nasty accident 

on day eight of his ride last year 

meant Matthew had to pull out of 

the challenge and seek hospital care. 

He said: “I was cycling from Lan-

caster to Penrith when my bike hit a 

pothole. It was a wet day, with poor 

road conditions, and I was thrown 

off. I had multiple fractures to my 

right wrist as well as severe sprains 

to my left wrist and right shoulder.”

After several months of recovery, 

Matthew was able to restart training 

and signed up to complete the chal-

lenge, starting at Penrith and complet-

ing the journey to John O’Groats. He 

raised £1,440 in total for Diabetes UK.

Trent Park House played a 

pivotal role in the Second World 

War when it was transformed 

into a prisoner-of-war camp for 

high-ranking German and Italian 

officers and wired with bugging 

devices to help extract crucial 

information from them.

Jason Charalambous, a former 

Cockfosters councillor, founded 

Trent Park Museum Trust in 2016 

and leads the project to reopen 

the historic house as a museum. 

“We are thrilled to be awarded 

this grant,” Jason told the Dispatch. 

“It will help us bring Trent Park 

Museum to life even while building 

work continues on site.”

to say when a new blueprint for the 

£6billion Meridian Water regen-

eration scheme will be published.

The current masterplan for the 

project – seen as key to regenerating 

festival will not now be staged in 

Broomfield Park after an events com-

pany withdrew its licence application.

The news that the London Okto-

berfest festival might be staged in 

DETAILED PLANS FOR THE REVAMP

BY JAMES CRACKNELL

BY SIMON ALLIN, LOCAL 
DEMOCRACY REPORTER

a new public space created at the 

junction of Church Street and Little 

Park Gardens; work to better inte-

grate Market Square with the town 

centre; new permanent planting and 

seating around Fountain Island; and 

a 20mph zone introduced through-

out the town centre.

Reactions have been mixed, with 

Better Streets for Enfield welcoming 

the improved provision for cyclists, 

but Enfield Town Residents’ Asso-

ciation raising concerns over the 

lost parking. Enfield Town Business 

Association welcomed the invest-

ment but has now raised concerns 

over lost parking. The Enfield Soci-

ety, meanwhile, has described the 

plans as “exciting” and bringing “a 

range of improvements”.

A council spokesperson con-

firmed the scheme would remove 32 

on-street pay-and-display bays, but 

said this equated to “less than 3% of 

the total number of car parking spaces 

available across the town centre”.

One sticking point is a disagree-

ment between the council and The 

Old Enfield Charitable Trust, which 

owns and manages Market Square. 

While Enfield Charter Market uses 

the space on Thursdays, Fridays and 

Saturdays, on other days it’s used as 

a short-stay car park with around 40 

spaces. Speaking to the Dispatch, a char-

ity trustee said the council wanted 

to end Market Square’s function as 

a car park, but had yet to propose an 

alternative use that could replace the 

20% of income which would be lost.

Neil Thompson said: “The fact the 

square will be refurbished, hope-

fully the market will become more 

successful […] The conundrum is 

the car park. We earn money from 

the car park and it is clearly a local 

amenity that people value.”

A council spokesperson said: “The 

council has developed a plan that 

can be implemented incrementally, 

depending on the amount of fund-

ing secured over time.”

Take part in the Enfield Town consultation 
before 25th September:

Visit letstalk.enfield.gov.uk/EnfieldTown

Matthew Scammels at John O’Groats

Edmonton and meeting the council’s 

housing targets – was approved in July 

2013, when the scheme was expected to 

provide only half of the 10,000 homes 

and 6,000 jobs now planned for the site.

But despite 5,000 extra homes now 

being planned and changes being 

made to the design of some buildings 

– including a 30-storey tower that is 

the park caused anger among resi-

dents who argued the event – with 

up to 8,000 attendees – would be 

too big to be staged in the historic 

park and pose a risk to public safety.

Chris James, a newly-elected 

double the size of the tallest block in 

the outline plans – a new masterplan 

has yet to be made public. It had 

been expected to be published this 

year, but in response to a request 

from the Local Democracy Reporting 

Service over when the document 

was likely be published, the council 

did not answer the question.

Labour councillor for Palmers 

Green, intervened to say she would 

object to the licence application. 

The council itself then told events 

company Barbican Events Limited 

to withdraw its bid, which it did.

The council’s vision for Market Square, where a café would be created inside Market House
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ith England’s 

success at the 

European Wom-

en’s Champion-

ship still fresh in the mind, there 

is perhaps no better time to focus 

on how Enfield Town’s ladies team 

is stamping its own mark on the 

borough’s footballing landscape.

Enfield Town Ladies FC – founded 

in 1985 – has grown to become one 

the largest and longest-established 

women’s clubs in the south-east 

of the country, fielding no fewer 

than eleven age groups and boast-

ing 160 members. The first team is 

currently competing in the London 

ad South East Regional Women’s 

League, which is step five of the 

women’s football pyramid.

Sponsorship is just as important 

to the ladies as it is to the men and, 

in July, Enfield Town Ladies FC 

announced a two-year agreement 

with London Energy which will see 

the Edmonton-based waste manage-

ment firm become the main shirt 

sponsor for the club’s first team.

Commenting on the deal, Enfield 

Town Ladies FC chair Richard Blun-

dell said: “Their support enables us to 

continue to provide opportunities for 

girls and women from the local com-

munity to play and enjoy football.”

oungsters from Enfield 

picked up three gold 

medals from the Lon-

don Youth Games, win-

ning 19 medals in total – described 

as an “outstanding performance”.

The gold medals were awarded 

in the girls’ under-13s cross 

country, girls’ 12–14 years 

swimming breaststroke and in 

the boys’ high jump.

London Youth Games is an 

annual, multi-sport event offering 

competitive sports opportunities 

for young people aged ten to 18 

years, first launched in 1977. Thou-

sands of young Londoners take 

part, making it the largest annual 

youth sports event in Europe. 

There are 21 sports contested, 

including some being hosted at 

former Olympic venues, such as 

the London Aquatics Centre.

Enfield finished tenth overall in 

the final games league table, out of 

33 London boroughs Chinelo Any-

anwu, Enfield Council’s cabinet 

member for public spaces, culture 

and local economy, said: “I would 

like to offer huge congratulations 

W

Y

 Ladies leading the way

Enfield youngsters win 
three golds at London 

Youth Games

As the Lionesses inspire a nation, Enfield Town 
Ladies make progress on and off the pitch

The current Enfield Town Ladies squad

No-one has done more to put 

football on the map for women 

in Enfield than Sharon Harri-

son-Barker, who was one of Enfield 

Town Ladies’ founding members. 

She fulfilled many roles at the club 

over a long period of time, includ-

ing chair, first-team manager and 

youth team manager. 

The club’s success was achieved 

against the backdrop of a lack 

of facilities and funding and a 

perceived lack of interest in the 

female game. “Without Sharon 

the club simply wouldn’t be where 

it is today,” says Claire Ford, the 

club’s general secretary.

Sharon, who was involved with 

the club for some 20 years and 

still avidly follows their fortunes, 

takes enormous pride in her role. 

In particular, she was instrumen-

tal in cementing ties with Enfield 

FC in the late 1980s, before the 

formation of Enfield Town FC. It 

was a partnership, she says, that 

helped grow the ladies team to 

where it is now.

“We did whatever we could to 

provide football facilities for girls 

and women in the borough,” Sha-

ron told the Dispatch. “We went 

from literally five players at first 

to running multiple age groups of 

eleven-a-side teams.”

Sharon is convinced that the 

title-winning Lionesses will have 

a hugely beneficial effect on the 

women’s game, both locally  

and nationally.

“I think it will be a massive turn-

ing point. The women’s game has 

never had the same pulling power 

as the men but now it can sell-

out grounds, with even men going 

with other men to watch. That’s 

totally different to the old adage of 

dad going along with his daughter. 

The world is now our oyster.”

Meanwhile, although the men’s 

team has made a slow start to the 

season, some key additions have 

been made to the squad. Kyri Neo-

cleous has been appointed first-

team goalkeeping coach. Kyri is 

no stranger to Enfield Town as a 

former manager of Enfield Town 

Ladies, and was most recently goal-

keeping coach at National League 

South side Braintree Town.

In terms of the playing staff, 

midfielder Blaise Riley-Snow has 

joined on a dual registration 

from Cheshunt FC. Blaise spent 

last season in Scotland, playing 

for Raith Rovers and Alloa Ath-

letic, having previously been a 

professional in Spain.

BY ANDREW WARSHAW

Find out more about Enfield Town Ladies:
Visit ladies.etfc.london

to all the Enfield competitors who 

have been excellent ambassadors 

for the borough.

“This has been a wonderful 

year for sport both locally and 

nationally. I don’t need to remind 

anyone about the outstanding 

win [for England] at the Wom-

en’s European Cup Final and the 

hugely successful Commonwealth 

Games in Birmingham.

“Closer to home, we [the council] 

have recently completed the dual 

netball and tennis courts at Broom-

field Park which are used by the 

North London Netball League with 

more than 100 teams, unveiled 

four new cricket pitches in the 

west of Enfield and introduced free 

swimming sessions for all children 

at five of our leisure centres.

“We know how important sport 

can be to motivate young people, 

helping to build their confidence, 

mental resilience and general well-

being. We will continue to support 

inclusive sports activities and cre-

ate life-changing opportunities for 

young people in Enfield of all abil-

ities and from all backgrounds.”

The medal-laden Enfield swimming team outside London Aquatics Centre

Enfield’s bronze-winning netball team pictured with Enfield mayor Doris Jiagge
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WE ARE LOOKING FOR PEOPLE IN ENFIELD WHO CAN HELP SUPPORT US TO  

PRODUCE MORE HIGH-QUALITY LOCAL JOURNALISM IN ENFIELD DISPATCH

Find out more at: enfielddispatch.co.uk/join

Can you help us? Our membership scheme has many different options, starting from £3 per month, depending 

on your ability to contribute. Rewards include having a copy of the paper posted to you every month. Local 

businesses and charities can also sign up and, from as little as £10 per month, access discounts on advertising.

· We have NO shareholders

· We have NO wealthy backers

· We are run by a small but dedicated team as part 

of a not-for-profit community interest company

· We hold authority to account, expose scandals, 

highlight inequality, promote good causes, and 

provide a platform for local people

· Every penny of income from Enfield Dispatch  

helps us deliver more journalism in Enfield

· The paper costs nearly £6,000 per month to  

produce and distribute, but monthly income is  

under £5,000 currently

· We currently have 121 supporters who contribute 

around 12% of our income, but we need more!

Derek Grant, Michael Dickinson, Young Notes, Ed Balleny, Natasha Boydell, Elizabeth Crosthwait, Richard Stones, Philip Ridley, Suzanne Beard, Chris 

Kaufman, Martyn Stogden, Susan Cook, Rupert Price, Meryn Cutler, Andrew Irvine, Basil Clarke, John Naughton, Right at Home Enfield, MumSing Choir, 

Lloyd Tew-Cragg, Andrew Warshaw, Neil Churchill, Karl Brown, Anthony Fisher, Dan Wright, Kay Heather, Julia Mountain, Jerome O'Callaghan, Carole 

Stanley, Mervyn Maggs, Aditya Chakrabortty, Norman Bennett, Vivien Giladi, Greg Andrews, The Old Enfield Charitable Trust, Matt Burn, Martin Russo, 

Marilyn Hamilton, Laura Davenport, Mick Wood, Helen Osman, Enfield Over 50s Forum, Francis Sealey, Caroline Banks, Bill Linton, Joe Hickey, William 

Yates, Petr Mitterbach, Gianni Sarra, Tracy Hughes, Kristiana Heapy, Neil Bachelor, John Crowther, Hannah Salvidge, Sean Wilkinson, Janice Nunn, Julia 

Daniel, Deborah Dalgleish, Phil H, Däna Roberts, A Cleary, Stephen Evans, Julian Rhys-Williams, Steve King, Robert Pite, Lauri Clarke, Anne Cullen, Ross 

Cunningham, Diana Goforth,Kirsten Lowe, Seton During, Aurora Yaacov, Sylvia Collicott, Paula Lamont, Liz Wright, Elsie Rigden, Sangeeta Waldron, 

David Mickleburgh, John Machin, The Enfield Society, Joe Studman, Ryan Hebbs, Adam White, Sue Grayson Ford, Bush Hill Park Residents Association, 

Zoe White, Carol Fisk, Harriet Ray, Hannah Dyson, Peter Krakowiak, Friends of Hillyfields, Julie Nedza, Lynda Dyson, Phil Gooch, Chris Skilbeck, Peter 

Campling, Alison Shepherd, Chris Graham, Lindsay Rawlings, Harri Ramanathan, Per Hansen, Carlo Rimini, Jean Christou, Bhasmank Mehta, Sheila 

Spooner, Harry Redmond, Marcia Jane Chamberlain, Anita Jena-Smol, Pat Kane, Ben Sulaiman, Peter Batten, Jim Shepherd, Graham Halle, Keith Comley.

WE NEED YOUR HELP

OUR CURRENT MEMBERS


