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n anti-knife crime 
charity is calling for 
better education on the 
dangers of carrying a 

knife following a rise of incidents 
in Enfield and London.

The latest figures from the Met-
ropolitan Police show there were 
611 knife offences of all types across 
Enfield in 2023, up 6.8% on the 
previous year. Of this number, 148 
involved injuries being inf licted, 
representing an 8% rise.

The borough now ranks among 
the worst in outer London for knife 
crime rates, with 1.8 offences per 
1,000 people during 2023 – only sur-
passed by Croydon (2.1), Barking and 
Dagenham (2.5) and Haringey (2.8).

Separate figures released last 
month by the Office for National 
Statistics confirm that teenagers 
remain over twice as likely to be 

fatally stabbed as they were ten 
years ago – with 82% of murders 
among teenage victims involving 
the use of a knife or sharp instru-
ment, compared with 41% for 
those of all ages.

A number of serious stabbing 
incidents have taken place across 
Enfield in recent months, most 
shockingly the death of 16-year-
old Taye Faik in Edmonton last 
October. To date, three people have 
been charged with Taye’s murder 
– a 16-year-old girl and two men 
aged 18 and 20.

Last month 37-year-old Bledi 
Petraj was also stabbed to death in 
Southgate near Grovelands Park.  
A 21-year-old man has been charged 
with murder.

In January, a 15-year-old boy 
was stabbed in the chest in South-
bury Road and spent several days 
in hospital in a life-threatening 
condition. Four arrests were made 

but no-one has been charged. Later 
that month, a 17-year-old was also 
stabbed in Magpie Close, Enfield.

An 18-year-old from Edmonton 
Green last month became one of 
four people jailed over their role 
in the fatal stabbing of a 17-year-
old boy at a birthday party in East 
London in September 2022. Dain-
nan Witter-Cameron, of Galahad 
Road, was convicted of manslaugh-
ter and was sentenced to eight 
years’ imprisonment.

Patrick Green, chief executive 
of The Ben Kinsella Trust which 
aims to tackle knife crime through 
education and campaigning, told 
the Dispatch: “The tragedy is this is 
teenagers killing teenagers. There is 
a significant increase in teenagers 
being given custodial sentences for 
murder. It is a tragedy on all sides 
– knife crime is a tragedy, where 
nobody walks away unscathed.

“You are far more likely to be  

a victim of knife crime under the 
age of 18.”

The Ben Kinsella Trust was estab-
lished 15 years ago following the 
murder of 16-year-old Ben Kinsella 
in Islington on the night he cele-
brated his GCSE results. It runs train-
ing and workshops in schools and 
currently has an “immersive” exhibi-
tion demonstrating the “choices and 
consequences” of carrying knives.

“We work with young people 
starting from year six right up to 
years ten and eleven, helping them 
to understand the dangers of knife 
crime,” Patrick said.

“It needs to be relevant and 
authentic and not just telling them 
what to do and what not to do.

“It is pain, misery and suffering 
that is inf licted, not just on the 
person affected but the community 
as well.”

A

Rising knife crime rates 
‘affect whole community’

AFTER EIGHT YEARS of campaigning and fundraising, Firs Farm Community Hub has finally opened to the public. The hub provides a multi-purpose 
community space with café, toilets, changing rooms and other facilities for park users, enabling visitors to the recreation ground and wetlands to enjoy 
hot drinks and snacks throughout the day – including “the best coffee in an Enfield park”. The hub was made possible thanks in part to the £30,000 
raised via a crowdfunder set up by the Friends of Firs Farm group. For more information about the new hub go to firsfarmn21.org
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ouncillors have clashed 
over budget cuts and 
council tax increases 
during a heated civic 

centre debate.
Enfield Council has been under 

“significant” financial pressure 
this year and faced what it admits 
was “the most challenging ever” 
budget process for 2024/25, with 
final plans agreed at its annual 
budget meeting last month.

Before approving the budget 
report, Labour councillors reit-
erated the reasons why this year 
has been more difficult finan-
cially. They listed underfunding 
from central government, high 
inf lation, increased social care 
pressures, soaring temporary 
housing demand and borrowing 
costs as the key causes.

At the meeting, tensions were 
high as Conservative councillors 
criticised Labour’s management of 
the budget, claiming they were not 
taking enough responsibility for 
the situation the borough was in.

As part of the council’s bid to 
set a balanced budget for 2024/25, 
council tax will be rising by the 
maximum of 4.99% allowed, while 
cuts will be made to spending on 
youth services, adult social care 
and waste collections.

In total, £16.6m of savings pro-
posals, including both cuts and 
revenue-raising plans, are listed in 
the budget.

Shadow cabinet member for fin-
ance James Hockney summed it up 
by saying: “Welcome to the higher 
taxes and lower services budget.”

The Tory councillor said cuts to 
services were being made because 
the Labour administration had 
“trashed the council’s budget” 
while noting it was the “largest 
ever” with total spending set to 
surpass £300m for the first time 
thanks to rising costs.

Cllr Hockney also defended the 

government’s support for local 
authorities, saying it had provided a 
settlement of “over 9%” which was 
part of “a package of over £150m”.

Alev Cazimoglu, cabinet mem-
ber for health and social care, 
blamed the government and said: 
“14 years of economic terror and 
ideologically driven attacks on our 
public services has resulted in life 
expectancies falling and health 
inequalities widening with one mil-
lion early deaths in the last decade.

“While councils up and down 
this country scramble around 
trying to balance their budgets, 
we have a government that wasted 
£12bn on useless PPE contracts, 
and £37bn on a test and trace app 
that never worked.”

But Conservative councillor 
Julian Sampson criticised how 
the council had implemented its 
“borrow to invest” strategy. He said 
investment in “key services” such 
as “road maintenance, decarboni-
sation, parks and green spaces” 
would be a good thing if done with 
the council’s “own money” but 
claimed currently the borough had 
“the worst of all possible worlds”.

He said: “We’ve got the debt, 
we’re paying £30m interest, we’re 
having to fund services, and the 
cherry on the top of it is we hav-
en’t got the assets to show for it.”

Labour councillor Margaret 

Greer emphasised the investment 
and regeneration work happen-
ing around the borough, such as 
the Joyce Avenue and Snells Park 
estates redevelopment.

Cllr Greer said: “Balancing our 
HRA [housing revenue account] 
budget means we can get on, 
deliver more, better and much-
needed council homes that this 
government is failing to deliver.

“Our HRA business plan shows 
we are delivering on our promises 
to build 3,500 homes. Enfield is 
stepping in where the government 
is failing.”

But Conservative councillor 
Chris Dey took aim at the Labour 
administration’s budget report and 
said: “This rogue administration 

is taking money from residents in 
this borough.”

He said the budget contained 
a “litany of tax increases” and 
implied Labour councillors were 
using the cost-of-living crisis 
as an excuse for poor f inan-
cial performance, claiming the 
crisis had been caused by “Putin 
invading Ukraine”.

Labour councillor Doug Taylor 
responded by asking the opposi-
tion “what would the alternative 
be” and said: “We know why 
they’ve not said an alternative, it’s 
because they’re never going to be 
in power in Enfield.”.

Councillor 
suspended

Regen boost

‘Weaver Line’

councillor representing 
Upper Edmonton was last 
month suspended by the 

Labour Party.
Thomas Fawns, who was elected in 

May 2022, is now listed as an inde-
pendent councillor on the Enfield 
Council website.

No reason has been given for his 
suspension and Cllr Fawns himself 
has not responded to requests for 
comment. An Enfield Labour group 
spokesperson said: “Thomas Fawns 
has been administratively suspended 
from the Labour Party and, there-
fore, from Enfield Labour group.

“We cannot comment on ongoing, 
internal matters of the Labour Party.”

nfield Council has been awarded 
£50m to help acquire and 
develop land for a major estate 

redevelopment in Angel Edmonton.
City Hall grant boosts the Joyce 

and Snells Park estate regeneration, 
where the council plans to replace 
795 homes with more than 2,000. 
The total cost of the project is fore-
casted to be nearly £800m, but the 
£50m funding helps support the 
buyback of leaseholders’ interests 
across the twin estates.

Deputy council leader Ergin Erbil 
said: “This is an exciting and truly 
ambitious project that will deliver 
more, better, and affordable homes 
with facilities that will help to 
enhance the lives of the community 
living in and around the estates.”

local London Overground 
route is set to be renamed 
the ‘Weaver Line’ to cele-

brate industrial heritage.
In what Transport for London (TfL) 

describes as a “historic re-imagining 
of London’s public transport net-
work”, each of the capital’s over-
ground lines are being given a unique 
name. It’s hoped the changes will 
make it easier for customers to nav-
igate London’s transport network 
while also celebrating the city’s 
diverse culture and history. 

Explaining the name choice for 
the routes which originate at Liv-
erpool Street Station and branch 
out to Cheshunt, Enfield Town and 
Chingford, TfL says: “The Weaver 
Line runs through Liverpool Street, 
Spitalfields, Bethnal Green and 
Hackney – areas of London known 
for their textile trade, shaped over 
the centuries by diverse migrant 
communities and individuals.”

A

E

A

C
BY GRACE HOWARTH, LOCAL 

DEMOCRACY REPORTER

NEWS
‘Most challenging ever 

budget’ agreed by councillors

While the struggling economy 
– which entered recession last 
month – has played a role in rising 
crime rates, Patrick says there 
are wider social trends that con-
cern him more. “One thing that 
has changed in the last decade 
is the rise of social media, it is  

normalising violence and glam-
ourising it, and it has become a 
platform to buy zombie knives 
and machete knives – it plays a 
negative role in their lives.

“Social media companies have 
not got a grasp of it and are profit-
ing from content with knives.

“These platforms are changing 
so quickly, you are always one 

step behind. I can’t understand 
why these companies don’t self- 
regulate. It is morally corrupt.”

He added: “We know poverty 
and deprivation plays a role – 
it makes it easier for gangs to 
operate and lure young people in 
by offering easy money […] but 
social media is a bigger concern 
as an unregulated space.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Enfield Civic Centre
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2 BEDROOM FLAT – EPC C  
Chase Ridings, Enfield, EN2                                             £375,000

2 BEDROOM HOUSE – EPC C 
Badger Close, Enfield EN2            £450,000

3 BEDROOM HOUSE – EPC D 
Tottenhall Road, Palmers Green N13                £650,000

3 BEDROOM PENTHOUSE – EPC C 
The Ridgeway, Enfield EN2 £645,000

3 BEDROOM HOUSE – EPC D 
Madeira Road, Palmers Green N13                    £650,000

2 BEDROOM FLAT – EPC C 
The Ridgeway, Enfield EN2 £450,000

Part of the 
Anthony 
Pepe group
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homeless family with five children 
stuck living in a hotel for over a 
year fear they could be thrown out 
on to the streets at any moment.

The family – a grandmother, mother 
and five children aged between seven and 
15 – were made homeless after they f led 
domestic abuse in December 2022 and have 
now spent two successive Christmases living 
in an East London hotel.

Because of the threats to their safety, they 
cannot be named, but the Dispatch met the 
family last month to hear their story.

Like hundreds of Enfield families over 
the last 18 months, the family has spent far 
longer than the six-week legal limit holed 
up in what is called emergency ‘bed and 
breakfast’ accommodation, which is seen 
as a last resort but has become increasingly 
relied upon by Enfield Council following 
a collapse in the availability of affordable 
private rented housing in the borough since 
late 2022.

After 14 months spent living in hotels, the 

Enfield Council tell family of seven – victims of domestic 
abuse – it will be “discharging its duty” to house them

A mother told the Dispatch why she now fears 
their situation is about to get even worse. 
“In January the council offered us a house 
in Redbridge – they put pressure on us and 
threatened us with eviction [from the hotel] 
if we didn’t accept.

“Even though it would be a two-hour jour-
ney for my daughter to get to school, we 
accepted it.”

Since last summer, in a bid to slash its 
enormous spending on temporary accom-
modation – which at one point hit £850,000 
per month – the council has begun enacting 
a new policy in which families in hotels 
are made only one offer of housing before 
discharging its legal duty to put a roof over 
their heads.

The family in East London took “a few days” 
to consider the offer they were made last 
month because of the implications it would 
have for the daughter, who is about to take 
her GCSE exams. The offer was also sent to 
them at a time when the daughter was in 
hospital being treated for complications with 

a long-term health condition and this made 
it difficult to respond quickly.

But despite their concerns, they decided to 
accept the Redbridge offer as a way to leave 
the hotel. “Then they said it was too late and 
they told us no other offer will be made to 
us,” the mother said. “We sent the tenancy 
agreement to everyone and we got a response 
it was successfully sent but after that they 
wrote to us that it was too late.

“The council is very threatening to us 
– they said they will not make any more 
offers to us. We were told we would be 
thrown out on to the street.”

Describing what it has been like to live 
in a hotel for over a year, she said her 
seven-person family was being forced to 
share two three-person rooms. “There is not 
enough sleeping space for us, the kids are 
too big to share beds and they are falling off 
the bed because there is no space,” she said.

“My daughter is going through puberty 
and shouldn’t have to share with her 
younger brothers, she shouldn’t have to 
put up with this.”

As well as the daughter’s condition, one of 
the sons has a health problem that requires 
surgery to fix. The grandmother in the family 

Homeless family stuck in hotel for a year 
face ‘threats’ of being thrown on to street

was also recently taken to hospital by ambu-
lance after falling seriously ill at the hotel.

Despite this, the grandmother continues to 
work at a restaurant as it’s the only income 
the family has. The mother said: “I am living 
with this stress while trying to be a mother 
for my children and look after my mum.

“All the time they [the council] make you feel 
guilty and they put blame on us that it is our 
fault we are here and it is our choice – that we 
deserve it. They said we should be grateful.”

In response a council spokesperson said 
the offer of temporary accommodation 
in Redbridge was made on 12th January, 
although the family disputes this and say 
they did not receive it until the 15th.

The spokesperson added: “We made con-
tact again on 17th January explaining if the 
offer of temporary accommodation was 
not accepted by 2pm on 18th January, we 
would have no choice other than to end 
our duty to the family.

“We have many residents who urgently 
need a home. Our single offer policy has been 
in place for some months and has been widely 
communicated. We encourage all residents 
to be ready to accept their offer as we have 
very limited options that come through.”

Advertisement

Welcome to Seasons Art Class Cockfosters & Enfield, 
where artistry blossoms! With a legacy spanning 14 
remarkable years, we are your destination for exceptional 
art classes designed for everyone, from absolute 
beginners to seasoned improvers.

Our teaching methods are as easy to follow as they are 
effective, allowing our students to create impressive 
artwork they can be proud of, often as soon as their 
second or third lesson. We believe in starting from the 
very basics, including the proper use of paper and even 
the different types and uses of the humble pencil, a skill 
that many are surprised to find even existed!

We consistently see an average 75% return rate from  
our customers who come back for more – learning  
new techniques and trying new mediums in our 
progressive programmes. 

At Seasons Art Class, we’re more than just an art  
school; we’re a gateway to life-changing experiences.  
Our students not only acquire a new skill but also 
unearth their latent creative talents, often realizing that 
they can achieve more than they ever thought possible. 

For the most serious among them, there’s even the 
opportunity to take on commissions and share their art 
with the world.

       What We Offer:
• Expert Guidance: Learn from professional tutors.
• Step-by-Step Instruction: Easy-to-follow lessons for 

all skill levels. 
• Exciting Mediums: Drawing, Pastels, Watercolour,  

and Acrylics (more when you return!)
• Inspiring Projects: Create beautiful art you’ll be proud of. 
• Friendly Atmosphere: Join a supportive art community.

       Why Choose The Seasons Art Class:
• Quality Materials: We provide top-notch art supplies. 
• Flexible Scheduling: Classes fit your busy life. 
• Digital Resources: Access training videos if you miss 

a session.
• Exclusive Facebook Group: Connect with fellow artists.

Ready to Begin Your Artistic Journey?
Visit our website at www.theseasonsartclass.com to 
learn more about our courses, locations, and how to 
enrol. Or give us a call at 020 4542 7606 to chat with  
our friendly team.

Don’t miss this opportunity to explore your creative 
potential! Join The Seasons Art Class and start 
creating your masterpiece today.

Art Classes for Everyone | Explore. Create. Inspire.
FB: The Seasons Art Class Cockfosters & Enfield     

Instagram: Seasonsartclasscockfosters

The Seasons Art Class Cockfosters & Enfield



5
ENFIELD DISPATCHNo 66 MARCH 2024FEATURES

Southgate Homebound Association volunteer 
Astor Sonnen on why the charity plays an 

essential role in the community

Members of The Enfield Society have 
delved into the story of one of the 

borough’s most famous past residents

’ve been a volunteer at South-
gate Homebound Associa-
tion for 16 years. A charity 
founded over 65 years ago, 

we meet regularly at Walker Hall, 
offering friendship to local res-
idents in Southgate and Enfield 
who have difficulty getting out on 
their own due to physical problems 
or loneliness caused by isolation, 
bereavement or depression.

It is a totally inclusive club, free 
to all members, and made possi-
ble by donations and kindness. 
One Friday evening a month our 
small team of volunteers trans-
port, serve refreshments and 
enjoy chatting to more than 
20 members, ranging in age 
from 60 to 100 years!

Entertainment is imaginative 
and interesting – different each club 
night – and includes joyful choirs 
and talented cruise ship entertain-
ers; musical groups, from pianists to 
ukulele players and guitarists to bell-
ringers; slide shows, interesting talks 
and games; and always with plenty 
of time for refreshments and chat!

We also have an annual summer 
party, outing and Christmas 
dinner, so volunteering definitely 
provides some variety.

During my time at the organi- 
sation many things have changed.  
Volunteers have come and gone 

I and, sadly, so have members, but 
what has always remained is the 
care and dedication to ensuring 
that members feel part of this 
friendly group.

During the Covid-19 pandemic, 
when our in-person meetings 
were halted, we continued with 
our monthly newsletters, but also 
became a phone-based charity. 
Volunteers were allocated differ-
ent members to ensure they were 
receiving regular check-ins from a 
familiar voice during what was a 
difficult time for everyone.

Thankfully, our in-person club 
nights are now back in full swing, 
and our membership numbers are 
increasing due to word-of-mouth 
recommendations. However, such 
is our popularity that we’ve started 
to reach our limits, with volunteers 
who can drive and transport mem-
bers being a particular challenge.

Drivers are integral to our club 
nights, transporting members from 
their homes and then back. One 
member, Peter Stevenson, said: “The 
Southgate Homebound Association 
is a wonderful monthly get together 

with entertainment and laughter 
which helps me in too many ways 
to mention. The volunteer drivers 
are such an essential part of the 
evening that without them I would 
not be able to attend.”

For anyone who attends our 
nights, the enjoyment our mem-
bers experience is clear – it’s one of 
the reasons I’ve volunteered for so 
long – so it’s a shame that we can’t 
currently support more people.

Ian Woodall, our chairman, adds: 
“If we could just attract a few more 
drivers, we would be able to increase 

our membership even further. 
For a couple of hours a month, 
it is such a worthwhile thing 
to do. It is an absolute delight 
to see our members forging 
friendships and having fun.”

I am proud to volunteer at 
Southgate Homebound, it’s truly 
rewarding. If you can donate time 
one Friday evening a month or 
every now and again, or you or 
someone you know would like to 
find out more about joining as a 
member, please get in touch. With 
a new influx of volunteers, I hope 
you’ll be reading a follow-up article 
in another 65 years!

Southgate charity offers 
‘entertainment and laughter’ 

for homebound locals

Remnants of Sir 
Walter Raleigh’s 

Enfield residence

The Enfield house believed to be Sir 
Walter Raleigh’s former residence was 

demolished in the late 19th Century

nfield residents may 
know of the famous 
occasion when Sir Walter 
Raleigh rescued Queen 

Elizabeth I from getting wet and 
muddy by sacrificing his plush 
velvet cloak to cover a puddle.

Some claim this happened 
at Maidens Brook, just north of 
Elsyng Palace. However, there’s no 
hard evidence that the event ever 
happened – let alone in Enfield.

What we do know is that Eliza-
beth and her siblings would have 
known Enfield reasonably well as 
there are recorded visits to both 
Elsyng and Enfield Manor House 
(on the site of what is now Palace 
Gardens Shopping Centre).

But what of Raleigh. Did he 
know Enfield? As a favourite of 
‘Good Queen Bess’ he acquired 
property all over London, and 
there are engravings of his houses 
in Islington and Blackwall. There’s 
also good evidence that he had a 
home in our borough.

Firstly, we can turn to the Ord-
nance Survey. The 19th Century 
versions clearly show an ancient 
monument described as Walter 
Raleigh’s house. If a government 
document says Raleigh had 
property in Enfield, then surely 
that’s enough evidence for it to 
be genuine.

Secondly, at least one source 
tells us that Raleigh’s first born, 
Demerei, was sent to Enfield to be 
wet nursed, so presumably it was 
to his own property. Unfortunately 
it wasn’t enough to save the child 
from an early death.

So where was this house? It 
stood where Chase Side Crescent 
meets Gordon Road, until it was 

“The volunteer drivers 
are such an essential 
part of the evening”

demolished in 1886. The site today 
is marked by Raleigh Buildings 
and Raleigh Place.

At the time of its demolition, 
it was owned by Alfred Somerset 
(who lived at Enfield Court, now 
Enfield Grammar Lower School).  
It was in poor condition and the 
story goes that he offered it to 
anyone who wanted to restore it.

But no-one came forward, so it 
was demolished. Some of the con-
tents and appendages were auc-
tioned off, however. A flag-shaped 
weathervane and wood panelling 
both went to the Leggatt broth-
ers of Little Park. Can this be the 
weather vane that sits on top of 
the Tudor Rooms? A Mr Edelsten 
of Bush Hill Park (or more likely 
Forty Hill) supposedly bought 
some antique chairs. Where are 
they now? During the demolition, 
some clay pies were found, possi-
bly from the 16th Century. Unfor-
tunately the picture of Raleigh 
smoking newly-introduced tob-
acco in Enfield is unlikely.

Would the people of Enfield 
today allow such a monument to 
be demolished?

This is one of the reasons The 
Enfield Society exists. Formed in 
1936 to stop proposed building 
on Chase Green, it has champi-
oned the history and heritage 
of the borough for over 80 years. 
Today it holds regular meetings 
with Enfield Council on planning 
and conservation. We also have a 
social side and as members enjoy 
regular rambles, talks, walks and 
produce a quarterly newsletter.

E

Membership of The Enfield Society starts 
from as little as £5 per year. To find out 
more and enquire about joining:
Visit enfieldsociety.org.uk/join

For more information and to enquire about 
volunteering with Southgate Homebound, 
get in touch with Ian Woodall:
Call 07505 120 516
Email ian.woodall@ntlworld.com

Southgate Homebound members  
enjoy a spot of afternoon tea
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he judge presiding over a High 
Court judicial review hearing last 
month said he would “carefully 
consider” arguments submitted 

for and against Enfield Council’s lease of 
Whitewebbs Park to Tottenham Hotspur 
– with his verdict due at the end of March.

The three-day hearing saw the lawyer 
representing local resident and Friends of 
Whitewebbs Park chair Sean Wilkinson 
make a passionate plea for the council’s lease 
decision made last year to be “quashed” on 
four different grounds, while lawyers rep-
resenting the council and Spurs defended 
the decision-making process and laid out the 
benefits of the 25-year lease.

There was a twist before the case had even 
begun, however, when the council conceded 
just a week earlier that the park was held 
in statutory trust for the public, after Sean 
dug out evidence of this from archived doc-
uments drawn up at the time Whitewebbs 
was transferred into the council’s possession.

Sean’s lawyer, Alex Goodman KC, seized 
on the admission to hammer home the 
third ground for appeal in the case, which 
was the claim that the council had “failed 
to consider” the statutory purpose of the 
land when agreeing to lease it to Totten-
ham Hotspur FC (THFC).

In what became the most hotly-debated 
point of the case, Goodman said that council-
lors on an overview and scrutiny committee 
were essentially “misled” at a meeting last 
July when the lease decision was confirmed, 
since the council had not clearly spelt out to 
them the restrictions on the use of the land.

Goodman accused the council of a “fail-
ure of governance” in not recognising the 
statutory trust and said: “The council’s 
defence is that although it didn’t recognise 
it was selling statutory trust land, it acted 
as if it did.”

Referring to claims by the council that the 

T

lease to THFC would even improve public 
access, he said: “The council is gaslighting 
the public, because they are losing public 
access rights yet being told that their access 
rights are being enhanced.” 

In response to the claim, the council’s lawyer 
Matt Hutchings KC countered: “I am sorry but 
it is expressly unfair and quite wrong.

“The decision of the overview and scru-
tiny committee proceeded on the basis 
that the land was public trust land and as 
a result of the lease the public trust would 
end and public rights would end.

“My learned friend is wrong to submit 
that no advice was given to committee 
members that the effect of the disposal was 
extinguishing the public trust.”

The first ground for appeal against the 
lease was that the council does not hold 
the power to dispose of a lease “in such 
a manner that members of the public are 
unable to obtain access to some part of the 

park”, while the second ground argued that 
even were this not the case, the council had 
failed to follow the correct procedure for 
“appropriating” the land.

On these points the lawyers engaged in 
complex legal arguments over which sec-
tions of which acts granted which powers 
of disposal to the council, encompassing 
discussions over the Greater London 
Parks and Open Spaces Order 1967, Local 
Government Act 1972, 
Town and Country Plan-
ning Act 1972, and the 
Local Government Plan-
ning and Land Act 1980.

The fourth ground for 
appeal was that the coun-
cil “took into account 
irrelevant matters” when 
it considered the receipt 
of money from THFC 
to be “paid into general 
funds” instead of being 
directly spent on improv-
ing the park. Goodman 
argued: “The council, in thinking it made 
this disposal to swell its general coffers, 
made an error, and it was an error which 
influenced the decision.”

But Hutchings rejected Goodman’s claims 
on the basis that “parks are funded out of 
general funds” and are not part of any “ring-
fenced” budget.

THFC was listed as an ‘interested party’ 
in the case and the Premier League club’s 
lawyer, James Maurici KC, addressed the 
court on the point over whether or not 
users of the park had enjoyed full public 
access prior to the 2021 closure of White-
webbs Park Golf Course. “The council did 

Judge considers three days of legal debate 
over lease of Whitewebbs Park to Spurs

James Cracknell reports from last month’s judicial review at the High Court
not say there wasn’t public access to the 
golf course but merely said that when the 
golf course was operated, that access was 
more limited,” he said.

“They [the council] did admit that for 
18% [of the total park area] there would 
be a loss of access, but 82% would be 
enhanced, and what officers talked about 
was the pros and cons of that.”

He continued: “Since the 1930s it had 
been laid out as a golf course – the council 
doesn’t deny that it is held in public trust, 
but officers were comparing the quality of 
public access to the whole area of land to 
be leased at the time the golf course was 
operating, to when it would be leased.”

The portion of the leasehold area set 
to be occupied by Tottenham Hotspur’s 
women’s and girls’ academy – which will 
ultimately be fenced off from the general 
public – is 33%. Explaining what would 
happen to the remaining area, Maurici said: 
“Some 67% of the former golf course land, 
under our proposals, will be fully publicly 
accessible – the lease guarantees it will be 
available for recreational purposes. It will 
also be accompanied by a wide range of 
ecological and environmental benefits.”

Discussing the training academy itself, 
Maurici claimed there would be a “require-
ment for community use” on which more 
detail would come when THFC’s planning 

application is submitted. 
“The training facility will 
allow for the development 
of girls playing sport, 
including of course girls 
from the borough.”

On the f inal day of 
the hearing, Goodman 
said that throughout the 
judicial review the coun-
cil had adopted a tactic 
of “trying to obscure and 
cast a veil over the fact it 
has adopted a fundamen-
tal change of position” 

since Sean’s discovery of documentary 
evidence in January.

He concluded: “Either the officers knew 
that there was a public trust or they didn’t. 
If they did – which is what is claimed – 
then it was at best a breach of duty of can-
dour. But if they didn’t know, then they 
cannot possibly have taken the decision on 
the basis that they did understand.”

After confirming that he would aim to 
issue his written judgement on the case by 
the end of March, Mr Justice Mould said: 
“This case raises a number of quite complex 
and, I suspect, important questions, so I am 
going to take some time to consider them.”

“The council is 
gaslighting the 

public, because they 
are losing public 
access rights yet 

being told that their 
access rights are 
being enhanced”

Sean Wilkinson (fifth from right) brought the case against the council after raising more than £22,000 through a crowdfunder

Are you 
enjoying  
Enfield 

Dispatch?
If you want more, you can find new stories 
every day online at enfielddispatch.co.uk

ENFIELD DISPATCH

Credit Public Interest Law Centre
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GUIDED TOURS TASTER ACTIVITIES

ADVICE & GUIDANCE APPLY FOR A COURSE

OPEN
EVENT

Wed 13th March, 4pm - 7pm

Visit waltham.ac.uk
or scan the QR code.

Register now:

School Leavers (16-18)
A Levels  |  T Levels  |  Vocational (BTEC)

Apprenticeships  |  GCSEs

Access to HE  |  Higher Education
Part-time  |  English & Maths  |  ESOL

Adults (19+)

AND APPLICATION DAY
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nfield Southgate MP 
Bambos Charalam-
bous has not voted 
in the House of Com-

mons for nine months since 
being suspended by Labour – 
leaving constituents to wonder 
“what the hell is going on”.

Charalambous was suspended 
in early June last year after an 
allegation was made against 
him by a female MP, leading to 
his suspension by the Labour 
Party. He had been serving in 
Sir Keir Starmer’s shadow cabi-
net at the time.

The complaint prompted an 
investigation by Labour, but 
this has dragged on for several 
months while requests from 
the Dispatch for an update have 
gone ignored.

It has now emerged that 
Charalambous, while still serv-
ing as an independent MP and 
carrying on with constituency 
work, has not voted in parlia-
ment since 24th May 2023. 

The Dispatch understands 
that Charalambous has either 
been told or has voluntarily 
agreed not to attend parlia-
ment while the investigation 
into his conduct continues – 
although the Enfield South-
gate MP has not responded to 
a request for comment on this.

Meanwhile, Prime Minister 

fire at a church in Palmers 
Green is being treated as 
arson – and could also be a 
hate crime.

The blaze at St John the Evangelist was 
tackled by London Fire Brigade on the 
afternoon of New Year’s Day and was later 
said by the vicar, Reverend Julie Coleman, 
to have caused “extensive damage”.

Last month Rev Coleman allowed the 
Dispatch to photograph the aftermath 
of the fire and revealed that one of 
the suspects is someone who had been 
harassing her at church services in the 
run-up to Christmas, making repeated 
misogynistic comments.

The fire was started beside the pulpit 
“in the most sacred part of the church” 
where weddings, baptisms and funer-
als take place. While it did not spread 
far beyond this area, smoke damage is 
visible all over the church, including 
on the stained glass windows. It will 
require extensive cleaning, using scaf-
folding – at a cost of tens of thousands.

While the Metropolitan Police has 
confirmed the fire is being investigated 
as arson, they have not yet confirmed 
whether it is also a hate crime.

Rev Coleman said: “We serve all 
faiths and don’t turn people away, but 
it is unbelievable that someone has 
come in and done this and then sat and 
watched it burn.

“I think people need to know this 
was an arson attack – we need to look 
after each other.”

No arrests have been made by police 
but one of the lines of enquiry is that a 
man was frequently attending and then 

E

A

Charalambous avoids 
Westminster while 

Osamor joins him as 
independent MP

Palmers Green church 
fire confirmed as arson

BY JAMES CRACKNELL

BY JAMES CRACKNELL

Enfield Southgate MP Bambos 
Charalambous has been suspended 

by Labour since June 2023
Credit parliament.uk

Edmonton MP Kate Osamor  
has been suspended by Labour 

since January 2024
Credit parliament.uk

Rishi Sunak has confirmed 
that a general election will be 
taking place this year, with 
May remaining a possible date. 
But two months out from a 
potential poll, constituents 
are in the dark about whether 
their current MP will be able 
to stand as a Labour candidate 
for the newly-formed South-
gate and Wood Green seat.

One such constituent is New 
Southgate resident Kathie 
Burke, who told the Dispatch: 
“Why is he not voting, even 
as an independent? You can’t 
help but wonder what the hell 
is going on.

“I’m angry. We are not get-
ting the information we need 
– we should be told what is 
happening because effectively 
our views are not being repre-
sented in parliament.”

Another constituent, Richard 
Mapleston from Palmers Green, 
emailed to ask: “In my view he 
[Charalambous] is being denied 
natural justice. And we, his 
constituents, deserve better.

“Is this democracy, Lab- 
our style?”

Both the Labour Party and 
Bambos Charalambous were 
approached for comment but 
did not respond. At the time 
of his suspension last June, 
the Enfield Southgate MP 
said: “I am aware that there 
is an allegation that requires 

investigation by the Labour 
Party. It is right and proper 
that process is allowed to take 
place. I will co-operate fully 
and play my full part. It is not 
appropriate to say anything 
further at this time.”

In January, Edmonton MP 
Kate Osamor was also sus-
pended by the Labour Party. 
Osamor sent out a newsletter 
to constituents in the run-up 
to Holocaust Memorial Day in 
which she listed Gaza among 
“genocides” that should be 
remembered alongside the 
Holocaust. After receiving crit-
icism Osamor put out a state-
ment and said: “I apologise for 
any offence caused by my refer-
ence to the ongoing humanitar-
ian disaster in Gaza as part of 
that period of remembrance.”

But it was confirmed two 
days later the Labour whip had 
been removed from Osamor. 
Like Charalambous, it means 
that she is now effectively an 
independent MP, although 
she remains a Labour Party 
member. An investigation will 
now decide if Osamor should 
be permanently expelled.

Last month, a motion of ‘no 
confidence’ in Osamor was 
passed by Labour members 
in Edmonton, saying it was 
“deliberately hurtful towards 
our Jewish community” to 
use a day commemorating 
the Holocaust “to accuse the 
world’s only Jewish state of 
perpetuating genocide”.

However, one Labour mem-
ber who was at the meeting 
later told the Dispatch the 
motion hadn’t been advertised 
in advance, meaning members 
weren’t given advance warn-
ing of the vote, while they also 
claimed there were no mem-
bership checks on the door as 
people walked in.

A pro-Palestine group also 
staged a rally outside Edmon-
ton Green Station last month 
in support of Osamor.

interrupting church services around 
the Christmas period, making sexist 
and hateful comments towards Rev 
Coleman and others. While not vio-
lent, he needed to be escorted from the 
premises on several occasions.

Rev Coleman had not reported these 
incidents to police prior to the fire. She 
said: “Unfortunately hate crimes are not 
new to me as a female vicar. But to have 
this is something else […] it is a concern 
that he is still out there, but my main 
aim is to rebuild – what else can you do?”

The church, built in 1904, was refur-
bished at a cost of £25,000 some 18 
months before the blaze, restoring many 
of its original features. Since the fire, 
services have moved to the adjacent 
church hall, which has around half the 
capacity. While the fire damage itself 
is covered by insurance, the inability 
to hold big events such as funerals and 
weddings means the church is losing 
£2,000 per week.

St John the Evangelist runs a weekly 
foodbank, serving more than 400 
people; tragically much of the stock was 
destroyed by the fire. The church also 
hosts a women’s refuge and supports 
victims of sex trafficking.

Rev Coleman describes the church 
as “built for the community to serve 
the community”.

Detective Inspector Mike Herrick, 
who is investigating, said: “This is a 
horrible attack on a place of worship.  
At this time, we are keeping an open 
mind about the motive.”

Anyone who has information is 
asked to contact police on 101 quoting 
CAD4733o1Jan or call Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 555 111.

Fire damage inside the church
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school pupil is just one step away from 
the grand final of the UK’s largest youth 
public speaking event taking place in 

the West End this July.
St.Ignatius College pupil Ivan Twumasi, aged 

15, was crowned winner of the regional final of 
Jack Petchey’s ‘Speak Out Challenge’ which took 
place at Enfield Grammar School last month.

Over 30,000 year ten students in over 500 
state schools in London and Essex 

take part in the annual event, 
hosted by the UK’s leading 

public speaking and commu-
nication charity, Speakers 
Trust, and funded and sup-
ported by the Jack Petchey 
Foundation (JPF).

Ivan was crowned reg-
ional champion after speak-

ing out about feeling the 
pressure to excel in a speech 

titled ‘Pressure: Does it Get Better?’

EDMONTON YOUTH HEROES

Student reaches final of public speaking contest
A

Sponsored by Edminitons the big club for little shoppersSponsored by           the big club for little shoppers

Dispatch readers are welcome to nominate 
their own ‘Edmonton Youth Hero’ – an 

inspirational young person (16 or under) 
from Edmonton who has made a valuable 

contribution to their local community.  
Simply email your nomination to  

EnfieldDispatch@socialspider.com

Nominate your heroes

Pictured from left to right are Feryal Clark 
MP, winner Ivan Twumasi, runner-up Kiara 
Lee Minto, third-placed Karen Yiadom, and 

Enfield mayor Suna Hurman
His passion and articulacy caught the 

eyes and ears of the expert judges. Ivan 
now proceeds to the online semifinals with 
just 37 other regional champions, before 
the final 15 are selected for the grand final 
taking place at the prestigious Cambridge 
Theatre on 8th July.

Ivan said: “I feel great, I feel like I am dream-
ing as I cannot believe I won. I am waiting 
for it to sink in. Thank you to the Jack Petchey 
Foundation and Speakers Trust.”

The runner-up was Kiara Lee Minto, rep-
resenting Kingsmead School, who made 
a compelling speech titled ‘Imagine If...’ 
while third place went to Karen 
Yiadom from Oasis Academy 
Hadley, with a speech titled 
‘Our Worst Nightmare’.

Mayor of Enfield Suna 
Hurman attended the 
event and said: “It is 
amazing that at the age 
of 14 or 15 how confident 
these young people are. 
Thank you to Speakers 
Trust and the JPF for giving 
them this wonderful oppor-
tunity and letting us hear.”

Enfield North MP Feryal 

Clark also attended and said: “I think that this is 
an absolutely brilliant programme to help young 

people find their voice and speak up. 
I am blown away by the talent and 

what I saw and heard.”
At the grand final, Ivan is 

competing not only for the 
honour of becoming this year’s 
Jack Petchey’s Speak Out Chal-
lenge champion but also for 
the chance to win £5,000 – a 

£2,000 bursary for himself and 
£3,000 for his school.

Advertisement

Addressing Enfield’s 
Housing Crisis: Citizens 
Advice and Local Motion 
to Host a Forum for 
Community Engagement

Enfield

Enfield has the third highest number of 
families in temporary accommodation 
or at risk of homelessness in London 
according to Trust for London research. 
We are facing a significant housing crisis 
that requires urgent addressing. As the 
cost of living continues to soar and hous-
ing availability dwindles, residents find 
themselves grappling with the harsh re-
alities of an unyielding housing market. 

In response to this pressing issue, 
Citizens Advice Enfield has collab-
orated with Local Motion to host a 
community impact forum to bring  
together different stakeholders aimed at 

fostering dialogue and exploring solutions 
to mitigate the housing crisis in Enfield.

Scheduled to take place on 28th 
March, the forum will serve as a plat-
form for residents, community lead-
ers, housing organisations and Enfield 
Council to come together and engage 
in meaningful discussions surround-
ing the housing challenges facing 
Enfield. With the overarching goal of 
finding actionable solutions, the event 
will provide a space for participants to 
share their experiences, voice concerns, 
and offer actionable solutions.

The housing crisis in Enfield is multi- 

faceted, encompassing issues such as 
skyrocketing rents, inadequate social 
housing, and barriers to homeownership. 
Moreover, vulnerable residents, including 
low-income families, seniors, people with 
disabilities and young people experienc-
ing homelessness, are disproportionately 
affected by the housing crisis.

The forum will feature presentations 
from guest speakers, a Q&A session and 
an interactive workshop, designed to 
foster constructive dialogue and collab-
oration. Additionally, representatives 
from local council, housing and advoca-
cy organizations will be in attendance to 
provide insights and resources.

Enfield Council will be offering vouch-
ers for attendees facing food hardships, 
as part of the government’s household 
support fund.

Together, we can help find equitable 
and sustainable solutions to the hous-
ing crisis in Enfield.

Contact Information:
Citizens Advice Enfield
Call 080 0014 8307
Visit citizensadviceenfield.org.uk

Thursday 28th March 2024
1pm–4pm

Community Room 2, 
Edmonton Green Library,  

36–44 South Mall,  
London N9 0TN

Book your ticket:  
shorturl.at/txNX
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he science compels, and scientists 
are slowly running out of adjec-
tives to describe what is happening.

With temperatures on course 
to surpass 1.5°C and approximately 
250,000 additional deaths predicted per 
year between 2030 and 2050 as a result of 
changes to our climate, the statistics are 
enough to make anyone think that events 
such as the United Nations Conference of 
Parties (Cop) must be falling incredibly short 
on their brief.

But while the figures suggest this may 
be the case, it is important not to think in 
binary. We must assess the value (and short-
comings) of these international assemblies in 
order to take the appropriate next steps and 
ensure sure the science doesn’t get scarier.

Cop agreements are integral to a co- 
ordinated response and it is important to 
remember the agreements set the floor, not 
the ceiling, for what can be achieved. With 
this said, what floors were laid this year? 
And which ceilings do we still need to set?

Serving as a UN Framework Convention 
on Climate Change (UNFCCC) delegate 
during 2023, the hottest year on record so 
far, certainly holds significant distinction. 
Representing the UK on the global stage at 
the world’s biggest sustainability confer-
ence during the midst of climate collapse 
was both an honour and scary – and came 
with great responsibility.

While many people had strong opinions 
about the UAE presidency hosting the con-
ference in 2023, with thousands rightly 

After her role with the UK’s youth delegation at Cop28, Southgate resident Arianna 
Abdul-Nour reflects on what was achieved and what still needs to be done

T refusing to attend out of principle, our del-
egation felt that if the big oil giants were 
going to have a physical seat at the table, 
so should we.

There was a landmark agreement at 
Cop28, with governments unanimously 
committing to transition away from fossil 
fuels. This was a victory of multilateralism; 
language on a “just, orderly and equitable” 
shift from fossil fuels in our energy sys-
tems was included for the first time by the 
198 parties privy to the UNFCCC, heralding 
the beginning of the end for fossil fuels.

Granted, this haste did not permeate all of 
the conversations. Progress on securing the 
promised £100billion-a-year for the world’s 
developing countries to navigate the climate  
crisis continues to be slow (despite being 
three years past its initial deadline) and the 

final loss-and-damage agreement failed to 
adequately recognise the onus of developed 
countries to supplement the fund. While 
the UK promised to contribute £60m, this 
pledge still requires a rapid scale-up.

The UK is the fourth-largest emitter of 
emissions historically and stands alongside 
the US and China as the most liable 
for the global climate crisis. 
Therefore, we should contrib-
ute accordingly. Reparations 
and developments cannot be 
seen without an appropriate 
increase of climate finance, 
something the UK must act 
upon by Cop29.

Yet, more than the official 
policy outcomes, attending Cop 
held value in other ways. While the 
big dogs were debating over the bureau-
cratic wording of phasing ‘down’ or ‘out’ 
like a faulty pendulum, meaningful relation-
ships were being fostered between individ-
uals that don’t typically share the same 
room. In my own role 
helping run the Carib-
bean Climate Justice 
Leaders Academy with 
my organisation, Island 
Innovation, a key high-
light for me was con-
necting our Caymanian 
delegates with Pacific 
islanders from Tuvalu, 
who were supported by the Global Centre 
for Climate Mobility.

In a small back-room, a friend and I who 
worked for these respective organisations 
arranged an informal meeting for young 
people from these Small Island Developing 
States (Sids) to share their experience of 
suffering from climate change challenges, 

How community action can 
equal global change

discussing best practices for adaptation, 
and exploring next steps on how they 
could work together to combat mutual 
vulnerabilities. While there is no clear 
litmus test for success, I believe it is mean-
ingful conversations such as these that 
serve as a real testament to the power of 

people and civil society.
If nothing else, attending Cop 
taught me that community- 

level action can equal global 
level change. Now I am back 
in North London, it is organ-
isations such as Enfield Cli-
mate Action Forum (EnCaf) 

that inspire me to keep the 
movement going locally.
Known for its grassroots ini-

tiatives, EnCaf has spearheaded 
projects ranging from tree planting to 
educational campaigns on sustainable 
living. Their efforts resonate not only locally 
but also serve as inspirational models for 
similar grassroots movements worldwide. 

By empowering people 
to take tangible steps 
towards sustainability 
in their own commu-
nities, EnCaf embodies 
the ethos that collective 
action, no matter how 
small, can catalyse sig-
nificant change. They 
offer a beacon of hope, 

demonstrating the power of ordinary cit-
izens coming together to address extraor-
dinary challenges.

Looking forward, this year’s Cop hosts 
Azerbaijan bring with them their own 
set of complexities. Another conference, 
another oil-giant presidency and, with it, 
further conf licts of interest. While the 
energy-rich Caspian nation, which gets 
roughly two-thirds of its income from 
oil and gas, may be looking to transform 
its reputation as a polluting authoritar-
ian state, it got off to a poor start with 
its initial all-male board. With much 
still clearly to learn, Cop29’s title as the 
‘finance’ Cop holds great weight in the 
face of deficient loss-and-damage agree-
ments. As the saying as goes: while men 
argue, nature acts. 

As our world continues to get hotter, the 
important question is, will we be the last 
Cop delegation to say we served during 
the hottest year on record? Or will this be 
the new norm? Time to start setting some 
ceilings before we blow the roof off.

“EnCaf embodies the 
ethos that collective 

action, no matter how 
small, can catalyse 
significant change”

Local volunteers and community groups have helped to deliver London’s largest tree-planting project at 
Enfield Chase, with support from Enfield Council and environmental charity Thames 21

Cop28 took place in the United Arab Emirates last November Credit Republic of Columbia via Wikimedia Commons

A
rianna Abdul-Nour speaking at Cop28 in Dubai

 la
st

 y
ea

r



LETTERS11
ENFIELD DISPATCHNo 66 MARCH 2024

Got an opinion on something in Enfield? We accept letters of up to 150 words 
from people and organisations in the borough. Email EnfieldDispatch@
socialspider.com before the next deadline on Monday 18th March.

Send us your letters

nergetik states “heat net-
works are a central part of 
the government’s net-zero 

plans”. They are, and we welcome 
that. Heat networks, such as the 
successful retrofit of eight Enfield 
tower blocks using ground source 
heat pumps, can be modest in 
scale, relatively inexpensive and 
carbon neutral. They can serve 
existing as well as new homes 
using sustainable sources of heat 
and our increasingly decarbonised 
electricity supply.

Energetik’s proposal is vastly 
different. Their planned heat net-
work isn’t local – it’s an exten-
sive web of underground pipes 
stretching across Enfield. Laying 
the pipes is disruptive of everyday 
life. Intrusive road works for ten 
years at least: green spaces spoiled, 
trees felled, roads closed. Carbon 
emissions from pipe laying remain 
undisclosed. The heat source, the 
Edmonton incinerator, is wasteful, 
inefficient and high-carbon.

Why spend £100m digging up 
roads to create a vast heat network 
that’ll be redundant before it’s 
finished? Why not retrofit existing 
homes, cut heating costs, alleviate 
fuel poverty and slash Enfield’s 
carbon emissions instead?

Vicki Pite
Enfield Climate Action Forum

drian Day of Better Streets 
for Enfield (BSfE) asks “is 
there evidence that the 

LTNs are the cause of heavier traf-
fic?” on Dawlish Avenue [Issue 65, 
Page 11]. The short answer is ‘yes’.

A lthough Enf ield Counci l 
excluded Dawlish Avenue from 
its comparative analysis, it did 
monitor nearby roads and used 
this as evidence in their Fox Lane 
LTN report. It states: “Broomfield 
Lane and Ashridge Gardens have 
seen increases in traffic, therefore 
it is likely Dawlish Avenue has also 
seen an increase.”

Ashridge Gardens showed a 49% 
increase in traffic post LTN. In 
August 2023 Enfield Council identi-
fied the two roads adjoining Dawlish 
Avenue (Powys Lane and Wilmer 
Way) for further post-LTN traffic 
monitoring. BSfE seem unaware 
of the LTN’s effects, while Dawlish 
Avenue residents seem well-placed 
to know how the LTN effects traffic 
flow outside their own homes.

Meagan Peeler
Dawlish Avenue, Palmers Green

was astonished to discover 
that Kate Osamor MP has been 
suspended from the Labour 

Party. Her crime? Emphasising 
that we must not only remember 
the lessons of the Holocaust 
but that other dreadful crimes 
against innocent people have been 
perpetrated. It seems that the 
slaughter of 25,000 Palestinians 
in Gaza by Israel does not fall 
into an acceptable category. Israel 
is bombing hospitals, targeting 
journalists; snipers are killing old 
women and children. At a time 
when leading politicians remain 
silent on this horror, a brave woman 
is punished for speaking out against 
barbarity. Shame on Labour.

Philip Foxe
Devonia Gardens, Edmonton

el l  done to Enf ield 
Council’s leadership and 
the team at Journeys 

and Places for securing the second-
highest amount of TfL funding 
for active travel of any of the 32 
London boroughs. The £3.8m 
given to Enfield includes the 
largest amounts allocated to any 
borough for cycle infrastructure 
and quieter neighbourhoods.

At a time of straightened local 
government finances in England this 
is valuable local funding for projects 
that will help reduce atmospheric 
and noise pollution, improve the 
community’s health, reduce road 
casualties and address the existential 
of threat of climate change.

Of course we need much more to 
ensure every neighbourhood has 
safer, quieter streets, but Enfield 
is well-placed for future bids.

Adrian Day
Better Streets for Enfield

Dear Enfield Dispatch

Residents 
know best 
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he pandemic exposed 
stark disparities in 
health, employment, 
and housing for black 

and Caribbean residents. Despite 
their significant contributions, 
there is a noticeable absence of 
acknowledgement and strategies 
from Enfield Council to address 
these pressing issues.

Enfield has grappled with 
severe youth violence, resulting 
in the tragic loss of lives to knife 
and gun crime, predominantly 
among black and ethnic minority 
communities. This issue is par-
ticularly troubling in Edmonton 
and Enfield North constituencies, 
where high deprivation and per-
sistently elevated youth unem-
ployment rates persist.

According to figures published 
by the Office for National Sta-
tistics (ONS) last month, there 
are 12,825 residents in Enfield 
claiming Universal Credit, with 
1,895 being young people aged 
18 to 24 in the borough. Notably, 
these figures do not encompass 
unemployed residents who do not 
claim benefits from the Depart-
ment for Work and Pensions 
(DWP), underscoring the need for 
a cohesive and proactive strategy 
to address this critical concern.

Drawing from personal expe-
rience of unemployment after 
completing military service in 
1980 and serving in Northern 
Ireland during tumultuous 
times, I understand the stress 

T and despair associated with long-
term unemployment. There is an 
inherent link between elevated 
levels of youth unemployment, 
the surge in knife crime, and 
historical exploitation experi-
enced by communities pivotal 
to Enfield’s economic growth.

Last year’s rate of teen killings 
in London surpassed those in 
2022, with areas of high youth 
unemployment, such as Croydon, 
facing a notable correlation with 
a surge in knife-related crimes, 
indicating an urgent need for 
targeted intervention.

Research by the Learning and 
Work Institute for Youth Futures 
reveals that young people from 
ethnic minority backgrounds 
are more likely to face low-paid 
or insecure employment, zero-
hours contracts, and barriers such 
as discrimination and limited 
opportunities for development 
and progression.

Addressing this crisis and his-
torical injustice demands a united 
effort and collaborative initiatives 
involving local authorities, edu-
cational institutions, community 
organisations, and businesses. I 
advocate for the establishment 
of robust support networks, men-
torship programmes, job creation 
initiatives, and accessible educa-
tion pathways tailored to the 
needs of the young and histori-
cally marginalised population.

Unfortunately, there is a lack 
of a joint approach to tackle 

high unemployment in the 
borough, especially between 
Enfield Council and black com-
munity organisations that are 
at the forefront of addressing 
the inequality their community 
is experiencing.

To address this, I am collabo-
rating with Enfield Local Motion 
and Enfield Climate Action 
Forum (EnCaf) to tackle high 
unemployment in Edmonton 
and Enfield North by establish-
ing an employment hub. This 
initiative aims to provide indi-
viduals in Edmonton and North 
Enfield with access to digital and 
employability skills, addressing 
the opportunities arising in the 
digital and creative industries.

I am the founder of 21K Digi-
tal Media Hub, based in Edmon-
ton Green. Since 2019, we have 
enabled approximately 230 
young people to gain digital 
and media skills through boot 
camps. We also provide work 
placements for unemployed 
young people to gain an under-
standing of the world of work. 
The initiative is designed to 
tackle high unemployment in 
Edmonton by offering local res-
idents the opportunity to gain 
skills, with a specific emphasis 
on digital inclusion—a crucial 
skill required by all employers.

Investing in tangible oppor-
tunities for employment, skills 
development, and educational 
advancement can empower the 
youth and marginalised commu-
nities, instil a sense of purpose, 
and curb the allure of criminal 
behaviour. This isn’t merely an 
economic imperative; it’s a cru-
cial step towards fostering a safer, 
more inclusive community for all.

The time to act is now. I urge 
unity in dismantling the barriers 
hindering young people and his-
torically marginalised communi-
ties from accessing opportunities 
and realising their full potential. 
Addressing youth unemployment, 
historical injustices, and dispari-
ties faced by black and Caribbean 
communities isn’t just about sta-
tistics; it’s about safeguarding 
lives, rectifying past wrongs, and 
creating a brighter future for the 
Enfield community.

We need to work together 
to help young people

Colin Lee-Own, founder of 21K Digital Media Hub in Edmonton 
Green, on how to reduce youth crime and unemployment

Colin Lee-Own is  
the founder of 21K 
Digital Media Hub
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Workers of Tomorrow runs at Dugdale  
Arts Centre, in London Road, Enfield 
Town, from 2nd March until the end of 
April. Find out more:
Visit dyspla.com

Kazimir Bielecki as a lawyer in 2099 (scan the QR code to see more) Lennie Varvarides as a teacher in 2099 (scan the QR code to see more)

t’s not only the scenery catch-
ing the traveller’s eye along 
the Hertford Loop Line but the 
muse of rhythm and rhyme!

Giving expression to the f lora, 
fauna, travel, and life seen by the 
everyday traveller, Platform Poetry 
is now celebrating its fourth year. 
The project was originally instigated 
by myself as a curator poet, from 
an initial start with Dave Cockle of 
The Enfield Society and spurred on 
by John Cole who runs Friends of 
Gordon Hill Station where I am also 
resident poet.

Enfield Poets founder Anthony 
Fisher contacted Paul Everitt who cre-
ated the magical design for the poems 
of Platform Poetry to sit, happily 
within an old school iconic British 
Rail aesthetic display for the poems.

futuristic art exhibi-
tion running through-
out March at Dugdale 
Arts Centre imagines 

different industries in the year 
2099 and how they might be 
impacted by the growth of arti-
ficial intelligence (AI) and other 
technological developments. 

Focusing on the future of 
the health, education, law and 
creative industries, Workers of 
Tomorrow comprises a series of 
films and poster artworks, as 
well as “augmented reality 3D 
digital sculptures”.

The digital art project is the 
creation of Enfield Wash-based 
art group Dyspla – comprised 
of duo Lennie Varvarides and 
Kazimir Bielecki – and is part 
of the Festival of Industry arts 

Platform Poetry is 
celebrating its fourth year

I

A programme being delivered by 
Enfield Council, with funding 
from Arts Council England.

Lennie and Kazimir explain: 
“Workers of Tomorrow is an art-
work of socialist science fiction 
exposing a near future where 
humanity has been lost through 
the metamorphosis of jobs.

“Mirroring Fredrich Engels’ 
depiction of ‘social murder’ in 
1845, this work of art depicts the 
world of 2099, where our unique 

An important 
platform for 

local poets

Party like it’s 2099

Each poetry display carries a 
QR code for the busy traveller to 
link to the Enfield Poets dedicated 
Platform Poetry web page. They sit 
within photographic exhibitions, 
pictographic maps, mosaics, and 
children’s artwork along the various 
London-bound station platforms of 
the Hertford Loop Line.

Vicky Olliver’s poem Great Northern 
can now be seen at Gordon Hill Sta-
tion’s waiting room, while the most 
recent poem showing at Enfield 
Chase Station is London Calling by 
Rob Saunders.

Rob often teams up with guitar-
ist John Proctor to perform poems 
across North London, most recently 
at Forty Hall and at a Royal Society 
of Arts poetry event. He is part of a 
free, friendly fortnightly workshop 
on Friday afternoons at Dugdale Arts 
Centre in Enfield Town.

humanity has been drained 
through digital colonialism.

“Poverty and hoarded re- 
sources force our workers into 
capitalist zombification, void of 
individualist humanity, unde-
monstrative to avoid offence, to 
remain productive.

“This work was created util-
ising innovative technologies 
in collaboration with artificial 
intelligence, creating augmented 
reality 3D digital sculptures and 
accompanying fictionalised text.”

The poster art on display at the 
Dugdale previously adorned bill- 
boards in Hertford Road back 
in January.

“This work was 
created using 

innovative 
technologies”

“It gives expression to the flora, fauna, travel, 
and life seen by the everyday traveller”

BY MARY DUGGAN

Sign up to the Enfield Dispatch newsletter
Visit bit.ly/3SODs7h or scan the QR code

John Cole, Mary Duggan, Rob Saunders and John Proctor Credit Jake Proctor
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The Power of the Marshes
From Friday 15th March until  
26th April, 8am–6pm
Bloqs, 2 Anthony Way N18 3QT

A new exhibition from local artist 
Samantha Schneider is set to launch 
at Bloqs. Sam is an Edmonton-based, 
mixed media artist who creates vibrant, 
fluid work mainly using watercolour, 
acrylics and ink.

Free entry
Visit bloqslondon.com

Hill Fields Community Litter Pick
Sunday 17th March, 9.30–10.30am
Meet at Cook’s Hole Road, Enfield 
EN2 0UD

Join our monthly community litter pick at 
Hilly Fields in association with Cleanup 
UK. Equipment supplied. Accompanied 
children and dogs are welcome.

Register your attendance
Email enfieldlitterpickers@gmail.com

Healthwatch Enfield  
Annual Conference
Wednesday 27th March, 11am–2pm                                    
Community House, 311 Fore Street 
Edmonton Green N9 0PZ

The theme of this year’s Healthwatch 
Enfield conference is ‘GP Access Made 
Simple’, which reflects our commitment 
to addressing one of the most pressing 
issues – accessibility of GP services.

Free to attend, booking required
Visit healthwatchenfield.co.uk

Enfield Choral Society  
Spring Concert
Saturday 16th March, 7.30pm
St Stephen’s Church, 56 Village 
Road, Enfield EN1 2EU

The ECS String Orchestra will be 
conducted by Mark Sproson. The 
concert includes Mozart’s Ave Verum 
Corpus and Eine Kleine Nachtmusik, 
as well as Schubert’s Mass in G and 
Barber’s Adagio for Strings.

Tickets £15 (£14 in advance)
Visit enfieldchoralsociety.org.uk

Enfield Climate Action Forum
Monday 4th March, 7pm
Online via Zoom

Enfield Climate Action Forum will be 
discussing how people can cope with 
excess heat and cold in their own homes 
without expensive retrofitting. We will 
also be looking at ways to tackle waste.

Free to join
Visit encaf.org

ART

VOLUNTEER

HEALTHCONCERT

ACTIVISM

Talkies Community Cinema 
presents Luzzu
Thursday 7th March, 7.45pm
Dugdale Arts Centre, 39 London 
Road, Enfield EN2 6DS

Maltese-American filmmaker Alex 
Comilleri’s feature film debut, Luzzu, 
is named after Malta’s small brightly 
coloured fishing boats. It focuses on 
the plight of the island’s fishermen in 
a world where traditional skills are 
increasingly being abandoned.

Tickets £6.50
Visit talkies.org.uk

Chickenshed presents  
Love from Carmen
Thu 7th March until Sat 23th March                    
Chickenshed Theatre, Chase Side, 
Southgate N14 4PE

Chickenshed’s new spring show, Love 
from Carmen, is set in a not-so-distant 
future where Carmen, a rebel at her 
core and a refugee by circumstance, 
takes centre stage every evening in the 
Refugee Camp Circus. Get ready for a 
riveting journey.

Tickets: £10 (£8 concessions)
Visit chickenshed.org.uk

THEATRE

Driving Creative Health Forward
Wednesday 20th March, 10am–4pm
Dugdale Arts Centre, 39 London 
Road, Enfield EN2 6DS

Join Breathe Arts Health Research 
for a day designed to inspire the 
development of the creative health 
sector in Enfield. Aiming to bring local 
organisations, healthcare professionals, 
policy makers and artists together, 
the training will share expertise on 
programme design and delivery, best 
practice, funding, research and more.

Free entry but booking essential
Visit shorturl.at/govV6

TRAINING

CINEMA

LISTINGS
We can include low-cost community events taking place in  
Enfield. For next month's listings, email the details of your event  
to enfielddispatch@socialspider.com by Monday 18th March.

Submit your listing

ollowing my comments 
last month about clo-
sures in the hospitality 
industry, I am pleased 

to report some new openings (and 
reopenings) in Enfield which I 
hope to try soon.

The new venues include two 
Italian restaurants in Cockfos-
ters, L’Arte and Pepos, plus Gen-
esis in Palmers Green, which 
recently reopened after clos-
ing during the pandemic and 
is, as far as I know, the only 
vegan restaurant in the bor-
ough. Reopenings include an 
enlarged Cannons Fish Restau-
rant in Southgate Green, which 
moved to the site of the former 
Café Rouge, while the long- 
established Buckle and Vaughan 
in Winchmore Hill has now 
reopened under the new name 
Carlos at B&V.

Added to these is the brand 
new Iranian restaurant Ana-
hita, in Enfield Town, which 
I discovered thanks to a post 
on social media and decided to 
visit in January with one of my 
regular dining companions.

Located in London Road, we 
visited one very cold Wednes-
day evening and so were hardly 
surprised to be the only diners 
in the restaurant. The styl-
ish dining area is modern and 

F bright with on-trend banquettes 
along one side.

I have eaten Iranian or Persian 
food before, but not locally. We 
were just given food menus and 
told they were still waiting for an 
alcohol licence, so we ordered a 
large carafe of doogh, the quint-
essential accompaniment to Per-
sian meals which is made with 
yoghurt, herbs and water.

To start, we ordered mirza 
ghasemi, a vegetarian dip served 
warm, made from aubergine and 
tomato, accompanied by home-
made bread which they called 
naan on the menu but was prob-
ably sangak (thanks to Google) 
which is baked on a grill and is 
thin, crisp and covered in seeds. 
I also ordered vegetable samosas.

Our mains were chelo kabab 
bakhtiair, which is grilled whole 
baby chicken marinated in saf-
fron and lemon juice; and chelo 

kabab torsh, which is char-
coal-grilled lamb fillet mar-
inaded in sour pomegranate 
sauce with saffron and lemon. 
Both were served with a huge 
pile of layered rice with saffron 
and a salad with a fried rice 
cake on the side – a generous 
but unnecessary addition given 
that the portions were so large!

However, the samosas had not 
arrived when the mains arrived, 
so I asked for them again hoping 
I could take them away if I didn’t 
finish them. My friend said he 
thought they might not want to 
go to the trouble of making them 
on such a quiet evening and I 
think he was correct, as finally 
two portions arrived including 
a free one to takeaway. But they 
were made from scratch and 
tasted of fresh herbs – the star 
dish of the meal!

My ‘whole baby chicken’ arr-
ived deconstructed as separate 
pieces, including at least four 
wings. I didn’t say anything at 
the time as the chicken tasted 
very good, but it was not what I 
was expecting. Aside from that, 
the food was well cooked and 
presented, especially the flavours 
of the chicken and lamb, and we 
were too full to order desserts.

The service was friendly and 
welcoming while the menu 
offers a good selection of vege-
tarian dishes. Our bill came to 
£57 including drinks and 12% 
service charge. A second visit is 
on the cards!
Anahita Persian Restaurant can be found 
at 26 London Road, Enfield EN2 6ED. It’s 
open every day from 12pm until 11.30pm. 
To book:
Call 07947 620 067
Visit anahitapersiangrill.co.uk

Exciting new Persian 
restaurant arrives in 

Enfield Town
Neil Littman goes for dinner at one of  

the borough’s newest restaurants

Chelo kabab bakhtiair

Samosas

Mirza ghasemi
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A P U B  S U B J EC T TO  N O I S E

THE FIRST PHASE OF A LONG-

PALMERS GREEN

ENFIELD TOWN

EDMONTON

PONDERS END

Pub told it must install 
‘noise limiter device’

Views sought on town revamp

Community patrol launches  
to help tackle youth crime

Little-known park set for upgrade

complaints from neighbours has 
been told it can stay open if it 
installs a noise limiter device.

An Enfield Council licensing 
sub-committee heard last month 
that The Fox in Green Lanes had 
been subject to twelve noise com-
plaints between June 2023 and 
January this year. Complaints had 
come from residents at the new-
ly-built block of flats, One Fox Lane, 
which directly adjoins the pub.

This had prompted the licence 
review and led to live music 
events being cancelled this year – 
but more than 2,000 people later 
signed a petition to save the pub’s 
premises licence.

Local residents and neighbours 
affected by the noise were repre-
sented at the meeting along with 
representatives for The Fox. Austin 
Whelan of Whelan’s Pubs, which 
runs The Fox, said manager James 
Sharkey had taken the situation 
“quite hard”. Austin claimed he’d 
never had these problems at any 
of the other pub sites his company 
operated and said: “I’ve invested 

awaited revamp of Enfield Town 
looks set to go ahead later this 
year with views on the final plans 
now being sought.

New public spaces, pedestrian 
crossings, junction upgrades and 
footpaths are proposed as part of the 

helping to protect children on their 
way home from school has been 
expanded into Edmonton – with 
plans for a further expansion into 
Southgate later this year.

Love Your Doorstep (LYDS) has 
teamed up with the Metropolitan 
Police to deliver the expansion of the 
LYDS community patrol as part of 
the ‘New Met For London’ strategy.

The scheme was first launched 
in February 2019 to address youth-
on-youth crime in Enfield Town, 
especially in the hours after school, 
with patrol volunteers donning 
hi-vis jackets to provide a “visible 
deterrent” and “prompt those with 
ill intentions to move on swiftly”.

The community patrol scheme 

along a stream is set to get a 
revamp thanks to Enfield Council.

Boundary Brook Park – which fol-
lows the course of the stream for-
merly known as ‘Boundary Ditch’ 
between Sandhurst Road and Wood-
cote Close – is set for a new, more 
welcoming entrance, landscaping, 
flood alleviation and better access 
to help welcome visitors.

The newly-extended entrance 
will connect from the main road, 
transforming a small car park to 
a safer, visible and vibrant main 
entrance at Hertford Road.

As part of the improvement 
project, supported by the Greater 

A COMMUNITY PATROL SCHEME

A LITTLE-KNOWN GREEN SPACE

has proven successful in the area 
where it has been active to date, 
but will now be expanding to cover 
other parts of the borough in 
response to increasing incidents of 
muggings and robberies targeting 
local secondary school children.

The Edmonton community 
patrol launched last month and a 
further expansion to Southgate is 
now planned for April. All volun-
teers undergo thorough DBS checks 
and adhere to strict codes of con-
duct and safeguarding policies. 

Superintendent Chris Byrne, of 
Enfield’s neighbourhood policing 
team, and Rebecca Pritchard, head 
of volunteering at New Scotland 
Yard, have collaborated closely 
with Emma Rigby, founder and 

London Authority’s Grow Back 
Greener Fund along with developer 
contributions, the council aims to 
“enhance residents’ wellbeing and 
experience of the park”.

director of LYDS, to formally roll 
out the new patrols.

Supt Byrne said: “We are thrilled 
to extend our partnership with Love 
Your Doorstep Community CIC 
and launch the community patrol 
scheme across other areas of Enfield.

“This initiative aligns seam-
lessly with our commitment to 
community engagement and 
safety, providing an extra layer of 
security through the dedication of 
local volunteers.”

Rebecca said: “We’re delighted to 
be supporting this community led 
initiative which provides a fantas-
tic opportunity for local people to 
volunteer alongside the Met Police 
in support of our commitment to 
work with communities to reduce 
crime and anti-social behaviour.”

Emma added: “The success of 
the community patrol scheme in 
Enfield demonstrates the positive 
impact local communities can have 
when working collaboratively with 
the Met Police.

“We look forward to fostering a 
safer environment for our children 
through this joint effort.”

Chinelo Anyanwu, cabinet member 
for public spaces, said: “We know 
how much our parks mean to the res-
idents in Enfield, particularly those 
that do not have access to gardens 
– which is why we want to breathe 
life back into Boundary Brook Park.

“With more amenity features such 
as improved footpaths and seating, 
the park will be focused on encour-
aging vibrant connections between 
its biodiversity and the residents.”

The area is said to currently be a 
f lood risk, but sustainable drain-
age measures at the park entrance 
will be “cleverly designed” with 
a depression to allow storage of 
excess rainfall.

£500,000 in this property, so this 
isn’t a good experience for me in 
any format.”

The Fox underwent major refur-
bishment before reopening in Feb-
ruary 2023, for the first time in 
five years, under the management 
of Whelan’s Pubs. Austin said he 
understood residents’ position and 
mentioned the pressure of having 
his character questioned, and that 
this situation was “causing us all 
problems”. “From a management 
point of view I think we’ve done a 
very, very good job, we’ve got some-
thing there when there hasn’t been 
for a long time,” Austin added.

Doug Taylor, the ward council-
lor for Palmers Green, said he took 
into account the views of residents 
at One Fox Lane as well as residents 
who did not want to see the pub 
close. Cllr Taylor said it would be 
“unacceptable” for residents to 
continue to experience the noise 
levels recorded and that it should 
be in the committee’s interest to 
“prioritise” their complaints. 

While the Labour councillor said 
he “welcomed” a trial of the noise 
limiter device proposed by the 
pub’s management, he added this 
may not resolve all noise issues and 
that “some extra sound proofing” 
may be required.

Announcing the decision for The 
Fox to retain its licence, committee 
chair Mahym Bedekova said: “The 
licensing sub-committee reminds 
the applicant [that] if the issues 
continue concerning noise nuisance 
or other breaches to the licencing 
conditions, these matters maybe 
brought for further review.”

‘Enfield Town Liveable Neighbour-
hoods’ scheme for the town centre, 
after £6m of funding towards the 
improvements was confirmed by TfL 
last year. The consultation continues 
until Sunday, 3rd March.

Community patrol volunteers in Edmonton

Enfield Council’s visualisation of the 
newly-named Boundary Brook Park

The Fox has drawn many noise complaints 
from neighbours since reopening a year ago

For more information and  
to enquire about volunteering:
Email communitypatrol@
loveyourdoorstep.co.uk

For more information:
Visit letstalk.enfield.gov.uk/enfieldtown

BY GRACE HOWARTH,  
LOCAL DEMOCRACY REPORTER
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The QE2 will carry the name ‘Dave Bryant Stadium’ until the 
end of the season after he stepped down from the board

t’s not overstating the mark 
to suggest that without Dave 
Bryant, there would be no 
Enfield Town Football Club.

The club’s first-ever chairman 
couldn’t bear to see the Enfield 
name disappear from football 
and literally built the new club 
from scratch 23 years ago. Dave 
stepped down from the board 
last month, primarily for health 
reasons, after more than a gener-
ation of invaluable service.

As a tribute to his legendary 
status, the ground has been re- 
named Dave Bryant Stadium 
for the rest of the season. But 
things will never quite be the 
same without his commitment, 
passion and knowledge.

There was hardly a dry eye in 
the house at Town’s annual gen-
eral meeting (AGM) last month 
when Dave, a lifelong Enfield fan 
largely responsible for creating the  

I

SPORT

country’s first supporter-owned 
template, gave an emotional, heart-
felt speech covering the highs and 
lows of his long tenure.

Also stepping down from the 
board was the hugely respected 
Les Gold, at the age of 83, after 
a long and loyal association with 
the club. Chairman Paul Reed paid 
special tribute to both Dave and 
Les whose names have become 
synonymous with the history of 
the club.

Looking back on the last 23 
years, Dave told the Dispatch: “I’m 
incredibly proud of what we’ve 
achieved and how far we’ve come. 
When we set out trying to bring 
the club back to life, we had no 
idea whether it would work out. 
We could still be playing in the 
Essex League today!

“I think most people, not least 
the football authorities, were gen-
uinely surprised we were taking 
the risk, both to drop down four 
divisions but also because what we 

were doing had never been done 
before. But the old club showed 
no intention of playing in Enfield 
again at the time and thankfully 
it’s worked out better than we 
could have hoped.”

Indeed it has. The club is now an 
established step-three non-league 
outfit with a 99-year stadium lease 
from Enfield Council in the heart 
of the borough, crowds that some-
times exceed those that followed 
the great Enfield teams of the 1970s 
and 80s, a thriving 350-plus mem-
bership, and a fan-owned ethos 
that scores of others have copied.

Much of it is down to the tenac-
ity and persistence of Dave and 
other key figures as they sought 
to overcome all manner of obsta-
cles and hurdles. He explained:  
“We fought for two years to save 
the old Enfield with a massive cam-
paign, but when that didn’t happen, 
we were determined to develop a 
new club within the borough.”

Dave used to live on the Willow 
Estate and walked to the old 
ground in Southbury Road, one of 
the iconic venues in the halcyon 
days of amateur football – until it 
was sold off for housing. “The soul 
had been ripped out of club,” he 
continued. “I found it very hard 
even to walk down Southbury 
Road when the stadium was no 
longer there. It was horrible.”

After forming a supporters’ trust 
the fans finally severed links with 
the old club, following a ballot, 
in 2001. While ground-sharing 
with Brimsdown Rovers in the 
early days of Enfield Town wasn’t 

Stadium renamed in honour 
of Enfield Town legend

ELECTRICIAN
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BY ANDREW WARSHAW

ideal, at least it was within the 
boundaries of the borough, as 
Dave and others – including cur-
rent vice-chairman Paul Milling-
ton, who Dave jokingly concedes 
has “on more than one occasion 
guided me away from a foolish 
decision” – worked hard to find a 
stadium to call their own. 

Dave said: “The very first game 
at Brimsdown was literally played 
in a field, yet 350 people showed 
up. It vindicated what we set out 
to do. You can call it naïve but we 
never set out to make it a mon-
ey-making enterprise.

“It took us some time to find 
our feet but think it’s fair to say 
that when we eventually moved 
into the stadium, it was only after 
ten years of hard campaigning 
and forming a relationship with 
the council. I’m a strong believer 
that collectively, you can achieve 
more than individually. It’s part 
of my psyche.

“Enfield was always my team, 
not my second team. I saw my 
first game in 1968 aged seven. 
It’s fantastic how far Town have 
come in such a short space of 
time. There are teams in our divi-
sion that have been in existence 
for 100 years.

“I’m very proud of my role in 
keeping senior non-league foot-
ball in Enfield and have so many 
wonderful memories. I read a few 
years ago that Enfield Town FC 
were one of the ten most influen-
tial clubs in the world in terms of 
the influence we had on football. 
That’s good enough for me.”

Club legend Dave Bryant

The newly-renamed Dave Bryant Stadium

 
 
LICENSING ACT 2003

Notice is hereby given that Aqil Jan Nawabi has 
applied to the Licensing Authority of London 
Borough of Enfield for a Premises Licence to permit:

• Late night refreshment of fast food takeaway, 
11.00am–5.00am

• For the premises Enfield Kebab and Pizza 
situated at 795 Great Cambridge Road, 
EN1 3PN

The public register where applications are 
available to be viewed by members of the public 
can be accessed online by visiting https://new.
enfield.gov.uk/services/business-and-licensing/ 
and following the link to the Licensing Register. 
Email licensing@enfield.gov.uk to request a copy 
of the application within 28 days from the date of 
this notice. 

Any person wishing to submit relevant 
representations concerning this application must 
give notice by emailing licensing@enfield.gov.uk, 
giving in detail the grounds of the representation 
no later than: 22/03/2024

Representations received by post will not be 
accepted. Representations must include your full 
name and address. Representations must relate to 
one or more of the four Licensing Objectives: the 
prevention of crime and disorder, public safety, the 
prevention of public nuisance and the protection 
of children from harm.

It is an offence, under section 158 of the 
Licensing Act 2003, to knowingly or recklessly 
make a false statement in connection with an 
application for a premises licence. A person guilty 
of an offence is liable on summary conviction to a 
fine not exceeding level five on the standard scale.

Notice of Application for  
a New Premises Licence

Dated: 23rd day of February 2024

If you need 
to advertise 
your licence 

application in 
Enfield your  

local newspaper  
can help you
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Find out more at: enfielddispatch.co.uk/support-us

Derek Grant, Young Notes, Ed Balleny, Suzanne Beard, Elizabeth Crosthwait, Chris Kaufman, Susan Cook, Basil Clarke, John Naughton, Right at Home Enfield, MumSing Choir., Lloyd Tew-Cragg, Andrew 
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Paula Lamont, Liz Wright, Elsie Rigden, Adam White, Sue Grayson Ford, Sangeeta Waldron, Joe Studman, Zoe White, Harriet Ray, Hannah Dyson, Julie Nedza, Peter Krakowiak, Lynda Dyson, Chris Skilbeck, 
Peter Campling, Alison Shepherd, Chris Graham, Per Hansen, Hari Ramanathan, Lindsay Rawlings, Carlo Rimini, Dennis Donoghue, Bhasmank Mehta, Harry Redmond, Anita Jena-Smol, Jim Shepherd, 
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Amy Williams, Su Fairbairn, Linda Bartell, Fran Holmes, Elizabeth Hart, Helen Menzies, Boyd Goldie, Yasemin Brett, Christopher Dey, Pauline Burdon, Helen Karamallakis, Tanya Ruth Sampson, Kim Pickering, 
Sharron Spice, Maria McCaul, Ruby Sampson, Colourword Translations, Cristina Agudo, Garry Kousoulou, Pamela Rayner, Susan Davies, Frances Warboys, Pamela Stansall, Seren Catering and Events, 
Tamsin Green, Michael Dickinson, Richard Stones, Natasha Boydell, Martyn Stogden, Rupert Price, Andrew Irvine, Meryn Cutler, Karl Brown, Kay Heather, Jerome OCallaghan, Matt Burn, Martin Russo, 
Marilyn hamilton, Bill Linton, Enfield Over 50s Forum, Mr. A Cleary, Stephen Evans, Ryan Hebbs, Bush Hill Park Residents Association, David Mickleburgh, John Machin, Carol Fisk, Sheila Spooner, Pat 
Kane, Sarah Jackson, Liz Gilbert, Edward Smith, Jenny Noon, Josepha Scotney, Alison Parker, Vicki Pite, Barrie Lane, John Woodger, Rob Hastings, Malcolm Sleath, Jeni Barker, Sarah Heyward, Nick Mayer, 
Martyn Axon, Margaret McHugh, Keith Morvan, Alice Kay, , Liz Partridge, Graham Kilwin, Colinj Younger, Clare Rogers, Hal Haines, Patrick Laurence, Carole Todd, Janet Price, Tom O’Halloran, malcolm 
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HELP US GROW THE DISPATCH

OUR CURRENT SUPPORTERS

This month, 215 supporters contributed 21% of our monthly costs. While the paper 
remains free to read in print and online, every penny of income is reinvested in our 

local journalism. Can you support us with £5 per month to help us do more?

Enfield Dispatch is published by 
Social Spider Community News, 
a not-for-profit social enterprise. 
Our mission is to hold authority to 
account and provide a platform 
for the community. But because 

we have no shareholders or 
wealthy backers we rely on 

local people and organisations 
to support our journalism. The 
number of supporters making 

monthly contributions has nearly 
doubled in a year – helping us to 
break even and look at how we 

can grow as a publication. 

WITH CONTINUED SUPPORT FROM DISPATCH READERS WE AIM TO:
Produce more local journalism | Expand the size of  

the paper | Distribute to more locations


