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nfield has been named 
among the government’s 
seven confirmed loca-
tions for its ‘new towns’ 

programme – with a public con-
sultation now open.

The Labour government wants 
to see up to 21,000 homes built 
across a large swathe of Metropol-
itan Green Belt in the rural north-
west of the borough, at Crews Hill 
and ‘Chase Park’, an better known 
locally as Vicarage Farm.

The new town would be more 
than twice the size of the council’s 
own proposals for the two largely 
greenfield areas in its draft Enfield 
Local Plan, which has still not yet 
been adopted. But the civic centre 
has nonetheless enthusiastically 
welcomed the government’s inten-
tions for the area ever since Crews 
Hill and Chase Park were first put 
forward by the New Towns Task-

force last September.
The taskforce had itself named 

twelve potential new towns, but 
the government confirmed last 
month it would only be taking 
seven forward. 

Announcing the new town sites 
on Sunday, 22nd March, Secretary 
of State for Housing Steve Reed said: 
“People want real homes they can 
actually afford and infrastructure 
that really works – this government 
is making that a reality for commu-
nities across the country.”

Reed’s ministerial colleague at 
the Ministry of Housing, Commu-
nities and Local Government, Mat-
thew Pennycook, told parliament 
in January he thought Crews Hill 
was “very promising” as a new 
town site and that the “growth 
potential” is “clear as day”.

The government insists every 
new town will “aim to have a 40% 
affordable housing target, with 
at least half for social rent” and 

further claims they will provide 
“neighbourhoods that people can 
easily get around without a car, 
shared green spaces and vibrant 
high streets”.

Mayor of London Sir Sadiq Khan  
– who spent six years oppos-
ing Enfield Council’s plans for 
building thousands of homes on 
the Green Belt before U-turning 
last year – welcomed the latest 
announcement as “a step forward” 
and said the new town would offer 
“significant opportunities to sup-
port the government’s growth mis-
sion and to help address London’s 
acute housing needs through the 
delivery of sustainable, high- 
quality neighbourhoods”.

However, scores of existing 
businesses in Crews Hill, cen-
tred around horticulture, would 
be forced to leave if the new 
town goes ahead. Several have 
expressed their anger with both 
the council and government.

Government selects Crews Hill as 
21,000-home ‘new town’

E
Talking on BBC 5 Live following 

the announcement, Carol Fisk 
from Action for Enfield’s Future 
pointed out Crews Hill was cur-
rently “home to hundreds of busi-
nesses that provide hundreds of 
jobs” which the new town would 
“get rid of and start again”.

“These are jobs that won’t be 
affected by AI, they are in rural enter-
prises,” continued Carol. “It attracts 
people from all over the region, the 
garden centres are a day out for 
people, but all that will disappear.”

The Green Belt is also a major 
dividing line across Enfield politics, 
with the opposition Conservative 
group pledging to protect it while 
the Labour administration contin-
ues to double down on its housing 
plans. To read what all local parties 
are saying on the subject ahead of 
the election, turn to page 12.

THE HARD WORK of three Enfield charities was celebrated last month at a special gala evening hosted by mayor of Enfield Margaret Greer, who brought together residents, 
community leaders and supporters to highlight the “extraordinary work” of her chosen charities. The event at Meridian Grand in Edmonton celebrated the “compassion, 
dedication and vision” of Enfield Black Heritage Hub (pictured) as well as Royal Free Charity’s North Middlesex Red Cell Service Fund and the Enfield branch of Macmillan 
Cancer Support – read more at enfielddispatch.co.uk

BY JAMES CRACKNELL

Take part in the government’s new towns 
consultation before Monday, 18th May:
Visit  gov.uk/government/consultations/new-
towns-draft-programme
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NEWS

Lucy Godfrey, Leah 
Renz, Mary-Ellen Dyson, 

Alexandros Ioannides, Neil 
Littman, Tommy Rose, 

Andrew Warshaw

Library sale

Park flooding

nfield Council looks set to 
sell off the building previous- 
ly housing Winchmore  

Hill Library.
Winchmore Hill was one of 

seven libraries closed last year by 
the council as it looked to cut costs 
from its library service.

In February, the council ann-
ounced the sale of Enfield Business 
Centre – which previously housed 
Enfield Highway Library – to a 
religious education charity.

In March, it was revealed the 
council was also now going ahead 
with the sale of Winchmore Hill 
Library in Green Lanes to an as-yet 
unnamed bidder.

In a decision report, the council 
stated that the buyer had proposed 
to use the building for “use 
falling within [class] F”, which 
should mean that the site will be 
reopened either as a learning or 
local community facility.

It’s understood the council is 
also in talks over the sales of 
other library buildings left empty 
since last July.

Read the full story online at 
enfielddispatch.co.uk.

nfield Council has been 
accused of neglect by a local 
group which claims Arnos 

Park has been left “waterlogged, 
unsafe and unusable”.

The criticisms come from the 
Friends of Arnos Park group of 
volunteers, which argues the 
council has taken no action to fix 
f looding issues that came after 
Thames Water finished its work 
in the park last year.

They say “poorly designed 
and inappropriately located” 
inspection covers installed as 
part of the works are still causing 
“extensive” f looding in the park 
and rendering parts of it unusable.

A senior Labour councillor in 
Enfield has said the council is 
“working closely with Thames 
Water to resolve this”.

However, the friends group says 
it’s the council’s responsibility to 
protect the park in Arnos Grove 
and to ensure any works that occur 
there are “fully remediated”.

“This is not a weather issue – it’s 
a design and oversight failure,” said 
former councillor Daniel Anderson, 
who is co-ordinating a campaign.

Read the full story online at 
enfielddispatch.co.uk.

E

E

nfield Council has dis-
missed a complaint over 
freebies handed to leader 
Ergin Erbil by Tottenham 

Hotspur shortly after the Premier 
League club won approval for its 
plans at Whitewebbs.

Last year Cllr Erbil accepted free 
tickets from Spurs in the months 
immediately following the deci-
sion by the council’s planning 
committee – which he does not sit 
on – to approve the club’s plans 
for a women’s and girls’ training 
centre at Whitewebbs Park.

The freebies were five tickets 
to a legend’s match in March 
2025 and an invitation to join 
the victory parade in May follow-
ing Spurs’ victory in the Europa 
League Final.

After the news of these gifts 
being declared by Cllr Erbil, Sam 
Gracie Tilbrook – from the Guard-
ians of Whitewebbs campaign 
group which aims to stop Spurs 
building on the park – filed an 
official complaint with the coun-
cil, alleging the freebies breached 
the members’ code of conduct.

The complaint was investigated 
by a governance advisor at the 
council, who issued his final com-
plaint report last week following 
sign-off by the council’s monitor-
ing officer and director of legal 
and governance, Terry Osborne.

The report, seen by the Dispatch, 
dismisses the complaint against 
Cllr Erbil. It states: “I find that 
Cllr Erbil declared the hospitality 

esidents living in two 
parts of eastern Enfield 
are set to benefit from 
a major new cash injec-

tion from the Labour government.
Enfield Wash, plus the north-

ern part of Enfield Highway, 
will receive £20m, while Lower 
Edmonton will also get the same 
amount. For each area the fund-
ing will be spread over a decade-
long period, meaning there will 
be £2m available for these com-
munities every year between 
now and 2036.

It had been announced last year 
that Enfield borough would bene-
fit from £1.5m of ‘Pride in Place’ 

E

R

to the monitoring officer before 
accepting it and that acceptance 
of the hospitality was not a breach 
of the code in either instance.

“The code of conduct does not 
prohibit the acceptance of gifts and 
hospitality, and I find that advice 
was sought and followed and 
that the hospitality was properly 
recorded. I also find that it was not 
excessive in its likely value.”

Regarding the decision to 
approve the planning applica-
tion from Tottenham Hotspur 
in the weeks prior to Cllr Erbil 
being offered and then accept-
ing his freebies by the club, the 
report states: “Cllr Erbil was not 
a member of the planning com-
mittee and was not present at the 
meeting. In any event, the meet-
ing took place before the events 
took place and before the hospi-
tality was offered and accepted.

“I note that the planning per-
mission was not issued until 22 
July 2025, but I find that Cllr Erbil 
was not involved in the issuing of 

government funding to spend 
on improving public spaces, but 
this figure has been eclipsed by 
the latest announcement, which 
forms part of the government’s 
‘Plan for Neighbourhoods’ – itself 
part of the wider Pride in Place 
Impact Fund.

Enfield Wash and Lower Edmon-
ton are among 40 areas around the 
country “facing the greatest chal-
lenges around social connection, 
community resilience and depri-
vation” to be granted money.

This new funding will be deliv-
ered through a “community-led 
approach” with decisions on how 
the funding is allocated shaped 

the permission and the permis-
sion was issued in accordance 
with the decision of the earlier 
committee meeting.”

The Guardians of Whitewebbs 
group is currently preparing for a 
judicial review challenge against 
the council’s decision to grant 
planning permission to Spurs. 
The case will be heard at the High 
Court on 24th–25th June.

Cllr Erbil is the third successive 
Labour leader of the council to 
have accepted some kind of free 
ticket or hospitality gift from 
Spurs, going back over a decade, 
with Doug Taylor and Nesil Cal-
iskan also having done so during 
their periods in charge from 2010–
2018 and 2018–2024 respectively.

Asked to comment at the time 
of his first football freebie being 
revealed by the Dispatch last year, 
Cllr Erbil denied that Spurs had 
“purchased influence” with the 
council by handing out free gifts 
and added: “I acted transparently 
and in good faith.”

by local residents and commu-
nity groups, instead of being 
allocated centrally.

Enfield North MP Feryal Clark 
and Enfield Council leader Ergin 
Erbil will now work to establish 
two neighbourhood boards, 
acting as “conveners, mediators 
and collaborators” to ensure the 
process remains open, transpar-
ent and on track.

Cllr Erbil said: “The best part 
of this funding is that it will be 
guided by our local community.”

Spending could, for example, be 
used to revitalise high streets and 
tackle empty shops, or protect and 
restore valued local assets.

BY JAMES CRACKNELL

BY JOE IVES, LOCAL 
DEMOCRACY REPORTER

A Tottenham Hotspur match

Complaint against Erbil’s 
free Spurs tickets rejected

Huge boost for parts of eastern Enfield
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Our success comes from exceptional local knowledge  
and a personal service the big chains just can’t match.  

Enfield’s highest-rated estate agent

PALMERS GREEN

22 ALDERMANS HILL

LONDON N13 4PN

TEL: 020 8886 0090

ENFIELD CHASE

161 CHASE SIDE

ENFIELD EN2 0PW

TEL: 020 3637 1100

Residential Sales, Lettings and Property Management  
across Enfield, Palmers Green, Southgate, Winchmore Hill  
and surrounding areas. Stop in at one of our offices or  
give us a call for a free valuation. To view more properties,  
visit: bakerandchase.co.uk

Two-bed flat with modern kitchen, two 
bathrooms, lounge with French doors, 
allocated parking, and communal gardens.

FONTAINE COURT  N14 | £395,000

Two/Three-bedroom cottage with 
extended kitchen, office/study and 
private rear garden.

PYMMES ROAD  N13 | £539,995

Two-bed retirement apartment with two 
bathrooms, large garage, spacious reception, 
lift access, and communal gardens.

AVENUE ROAD  N14 | £195,000

Three-bed semi-detached house with two 
receptions, south garden, driveway, timber 
outhouse, and loft/rear extension potential.

ASHRIDGE GARDENS  N13 | SSTC

Four-bed semi-detached house with 
large garden, off-street parking, 
planning permission for extensions.

THE RIDGEWAY  EN2 | £1,200,000

Two-bed house with modern kitchen, 
shower room, courtyard garden, and 
double garage in quiet residential turning.

JAYCROFT  EN2 | £549,995

Four-bed Edwardian end-of-terrace with 
two receptions, kitchen/diner, garage, 
and front/rear gardens.

EDENBRIDGE ROAD  EN1 | £799,995

Three-bed period-style house with 
extended kitchen, through-lounge, 
shower room, and south-facing garden.

MERTON ROAD  EN2 | £500,000

Three-bed mid-terrace with open-plan 
lounge/kitchen, family bathroom, rear 
garden, and off-street parking.

CARNARVON AVENUE | TO LET £2,000PCM

Three-bed end-of-terrace with open-plan 
kitchen/living space, en-suite, courtyard 
garden, and solar panels.

LINCOLN ROAD  EN1 | TO LET £2,400PCM

Three-bed Victorian end-of-terrace with 
extended kitchen/diner, loft bedroom, 
family bathroom, and rear garden.

GLOUCESTER ROAD  EN2 | TO LET £2,650PCM

Two-bed top-floor apartment in Grade 
II listed building with en-suite, parking, 
and stylish modern interiors.

NEWSHOLME DRIVE  N21 | LET BY

Advertisement
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This April we’re calling on busi-
nesses across Enfield to join our 
‘Spare Change Makes Real Change’ 
campaign to support local people 

affected by cancer.
All we’re asking is for restaurants, cafes, 

shops, or any other customer-facing business 
in the area to display a collection tin on their 
premises. That’s it!

It’s a simple way for people to contribute 
their spare change to a cause that touches 
so many lives.

With one in two people diagnosed with 
cancer in their lifetime, it is likely that 
many customers (and staff) will have been 
personally affected by the disease.

The Nightingale Cancer Support Centre 
supports a growing number of people each 
year, offering free emotional and physical 
support services at a time when individuals 
and families need it most. Demand for our 
services continues to rise as we have seen 
a nearly 80% increase in people walking 
through our doors in the last year.

Despite this growing demand and rise in 
operational costs, we believe that money 
should not be a barrier to receiving cancer 
support and still provide all of our services 
free of charge. Therefore community support 
is more important than ever.

By taking part, businesses are ensuring 
that The Nightingale can continue provid-
ing free, vital support services to people 
living with cancer and their loved ones 
across the borough.

One of the businesses taking part is 
Fortuna Healthcare, based in Southbury. 
Explaining why Fortuna supports us, direc-
tor Julian Bavetta said: “Fortuna Healthcare 
has been supporting The Nightingale for 
several years now, through their various 

events and fundraisers.
“We find it a worthy local cause to help, 

considering all they do for our local commu-
nity. We’re happy to have their collection 
tin at our premises because not only does 
it help them raise money to continue their 
work but also makes our customers aware of 
the support they could receive from them.”

Every penny dropped in a Nightingale tin 
will go a long way in securing our future. 
As we are non-government funded we rely 
solely on the generosity of our community 
and, when our community comes together, 
pennies turn into pounds – and pounds turn 
into changed lives.

Each collection tin holds up to £30 and 
with 18 businesses already taking part, that’s 
£540 already raised. Out of the thousands 
of businesses in Enfield we’re hoping to 

For more information about The Nightingale Cancer 
Support Centre:

Visit  nightingalesupport.org.uk

Lucy Godfrey from The 
Nightingale Cancer 
Support Centre on 

how local traders can 
get involved with the 

charity’s latest campaign

Enfield businesses join battle against cancer

encourage 50 of them to join our campaign 
and raise £1,500.

This month isn’t only about raising vital 
funds for the charity but also about raising 
awareness of our services to people who may 
need our support, but aren’t aware we’re 
here. Businesses of all sizes are encouraged 
to get involved. Taking part requires minimal 
effort, a simple collection tin on a counter or 
poster in a window, but can make a mean-
ingful difference, helping to fund services 
that directly benefit the local community.

Any businesses interested in joining our 
campaign or finding out more can contact 
our fundraising manager Ryan at ryan@
nightingalesupport.org.uk.

The Wonder Pub

Hudson & Kemp hairdressers Fortuna Healthcare

Advertisement

• FUN, EASY, STEP BY STEP
• Develop impressive new skills  

in a friendly atmosphere
• 3 hour sessions, morning or 

afternoon, for 3 1/2 months
• Learn how to make Art you can 

give as gifts or sell at craft fairs
• Get arty and make the Class  

your favourite day of the week!

Classes run: Tues eve, 
Thursday and Friday

THIS IS THE

YOU’VE ALWAYS  
WANTED

ART
CLASS

Make New Friends & Learn New Skills

ABSOLUTE BEGINNERS TO IMPROVERS
WILL LOVE THIS COURSE!

Taking bookings for SUMMER TERM 020 4542 7606

limited spaces available Schindler Hall, 75 Chase Road

Road, London  N14 4QY

www.theseasonsartclass.com

 
 Get a year of local news! 

Sign up for an annual supporter package 
and get 12 issues of Enfield Dispatch 
straight to your inbox or door.

£50 per year for 12 
digital copies delivered 
to the email address of 
your choice

£84 per year for 12 
print copies delivered 
to the postal address 
of your choice
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ADVERTISE HERE!
THIS NEWSPAPER 
LOOKS GOOD, BECAUSE 
WE CARE. OUR READERS 
CARE. MAKE YOUR AD 
STAND OUT!

Scan here to email our team for a quote
Mark Brown 
Email mark@socialspider.com 
Call 07728 520 116

Klaudia Kiss 
Email klaudia@socialspider.com 
Call 07732 000 430 

Next edition print deadlines
Enfield Dispatch issue #92 May
Print date: 23rd April
Publication date: 24th April
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LocalMotion Enfield is part of a UK-wide  
movement for community-led change

Young People Are Our Future – Let’s Listen

In our first article, we shared our 
own perspectives as students grow-
ing up with social media and asked 
a big question: should social media 

be banned for under-16s in the UK?
It’s an issue that is increasingly being 

discussed by politicians, parents and 
schools. Some believe stronger rules 
could protect young people from harm 
online, while others think that social 
media is now a big part of everyday life 
and banning it may not be realistic.

In this article, we speak to students in 
our school, teachers, parents and other 
adults to gather different perspectives 
about the proposed ban.

What students think
Many students we spoke to felt that setting 
the age limit at 16 is unrealistic, because so 
many young people already use social media. 
One student said: “I think it’s good, but I 
think 16 is a bit too high, because all of us 
now already have social media and people 
younger than us do too. Times are chang-
ing. Most people have it and use it to talk to 
people, because not everyone can go outside 
every day and talk to their neighbours.”

For many young people, being online 
feels like a normal part of everyday life. 

In the second part of a three-month series, local school students Megan Ledain, Jessica Ampong and Charlotte 
O’Donoghue speak to classmates about what the government can do to protect children from social media harms

Social media is how they stay connected 
with friends, organise plans or simply keep 
in touch.

Some students said that learning how to 
use online spaces is becoming an import-
ant skill. One explained: “Being online is 
part of people’s lives. Even in school we 
use things like [Microsoft] Teams, where we 
need to learn how to be online. If we wait 
until we’re 16, we won’t know how to use 
it properly, which is pointless because we’ll 
need it in the future.”

Others mentioned practical reasons for 
using social media and messaging platforms. 
“It’s easier because you can communicate 
with your parents if something happens,” 
one student said.

Education instead of a ban?
While many students were not in favour of 
a complete ban, they recognise that social 
media can sometimes cause problems, sug-
gesting that education and parental guid-
ance might be more effective than removing 
access completely.

One student said: “I think the age limit 
should be lower, around 13 or 14. Instead 
of doing a complete ban, there should be 
more parental controls.”

Another said: “Instead of removing it 

completely, they should add more lessons 
in school where we learn how to stay safe 
online. Then we can still use it, but at least 
we’ll know how to avoid serious situations.”

Some questioned whether banning social 
media would make digital safety education 
less meaningful. One stated: “That’s the 
whole point of workshops like ‘Building 
Futures: Safer, Smarter Families’, to learn 

how to stay safe. If social media is just taken 
away from us, what’s the point of learning 
about it?”

The feedback suggests many see social 
media as something that needs to be managed 
responsibly rather than removed entirely.

Teachers’ perspectives
The teachers we spoke to had slightly dif-
ferent views, often shaped by what they see 
in the classroom.

One said she generally supports the 
idea of restricting social media use among 
younger teenagers because of the impact 
she believes it has had on attention spans 
and that it changes young people’s whole 
neurology, and the way they teach has 
changed because of social media.

The general consensus is that constant dig-
ital engagement has made it harder to keep 
students focused in class. It’s a concern shared 
by many adults and that it may be affecting 
how young people learn, focus and interact.

Recognising the risks
Even students who were against a full ban 
acknowledged that social media does come 
with risks. One student pointed out that 
restrictions could have some benefits. They 
said: “I think it could help keep people safe 
from things like cyberbullying.”

This shows that many young people 
understand both sides of the argument; 
they value the opportunities social media 
offers for communication and connection, 
but are also aware of the potential threats.

A continuing conversation
After speaking to students, teachers and 
adults, one thing is clear: the debate around 
social media and young people is far from 
simple. Students feel that a complete ban at 
16 would be unrealistic and suggest more 
education, digital safety lessons and paren-
tal controls.

Teachers and adults are more focused on 
the potential negative impacts of social media 
on learning, behaviour and wellbeing.

Next month, we will reflect on everything 
we have heard and share our own recommen-
dations for what schools, parents and the 
government could do to help young people 
navigate social media safely in the future.

Editor’s note: In March, MPs voted against a 
proposal to ban under-16s from using social media. 
A consultation will now explore the issue further, 
with a range of restrictions still under consideration.

Social media: what Enfield students think

Jessica Ampong, Charlotte O’Donoghue and 
Megan Ledain  Credit  Kai Images
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Local Voice, Local Stories Sponsored
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here are approxi -
mately 250 registered 
deaf people in Enfield 
and 27,000 who are 

partially deaf, from moderate 
to severe.

The Enf ield Deaf Images 
Group (ENDIG) was founded 
around 20 years ago with sup-
port from Enfield Disability 
Action (EDA) and other chari-
ties. ENDIG worked closely with 
EDA’s Deaf Project team, co- 
ordinated by Marianne Holford 
and Mary White.

Marianne supported deaf 
committee members in running 
a deaf-led organisation, giving 
deaf people a stronger voice 
with local authorities, organis-
ing meetings, sharing informa-
tion, and arranging campaigns 
and social events for Enfield’s 
deaf community.

A unique part of ENDIG’s 

he recent 2026 Winter Olympic 
and Paralympic Games left us 
inspired, with Team GB doing 
us proud in Milan and Cortina.

Less well known is the Special Olym-
pics, a global movement providing 
year-round sports training and athletic 
competition for children and adults with 
learning disabilities. And, incredibly, 
we have our own Special Olympics gold 
medallist right here in Enfield!

Empowering Disability in Enfield 
(EDIE), LocalMotion Enfield’s lived 
experience working group, discovered 
that one member, Barry Churchill, 
had competed at the Special Olympics 
National Games in the 1990s, winning 
three gold medals and one bronze in 
table tennis at a single event.

The Special Olympics was founded in 
1968 by Eunice Kennedy Shriver, and 
the movement promotes inclusion, dig-
nity, and respect through the power of 
sport. Structured like other elite sport-
ing events, athletes compete in local, 
national, and international games.

The Special Olympics is built on the 
belief that people with learning disabili-
ties succeed when given the opportunity, 
encouragement, and support.

Barry’s medals are a proof of this 
belief. His success had not widely known 
until recently. As EDIE is committed to 
shining a light on the achievements 
of disabled people in Enfield, we need 
your help. If you have any information 
about the games that Barry competed 
in, please get in touch. Or, if you have 
your own success story, EDIE wants to 
hear from you.

Barry’s achievement reminds us that 
greatness can be in our community 
without us knowing!

A special 
achievement
Enfield man’s gold-medal 

winning success celebrated

Laurence Banks and Emma Iliffe on the formation 
of a new network for deaf people in the borough

Barry Churchill with his Special Olympics medals

Connecting Enfield’s 
deaf community

Get in touch with EDIE:
Email  edie@localmotionenfield.org.uk

identity was its logo. It was 
first created by Colin Bunting, 
a committee member known 
for his work as a deaf clown 
and magician. His aim was to 
help the public better under-
stand deaf culture, commu-
nication, and access needs. The 
balloon artwork used in the final 
logo was later designed and dig-
itally created by Emma Iliffe, 
a qualified graphic designer,  

to ref lect ENDIG’s creativity 
and spirit. ENDIG has always 
been committed to making sign 
language accessible, expressive, 
and fun.

In April 2016, the deaf com-
munity faced severe service cuts 
that had a significant impact on 
deaf people’s daily lives. When 
EDA closed, the future of the 
Deaf Project became uncertain. 
Unfortunately, due to a lack of 

funding, it ended in 2018/2019.
The project had acted as a 

vital lifeline – offering advice, 
helping with paperwork and 
bills, and providing telephone 
assistance. Many deaf people 
relied on it to overcome com-
munication barriers and navi-
gate essential services.

ENDIG played an active role in 
campaigning for better support. 
This included organising pro-
test marches and holding panel 
meetings with MPs to highlight 
the importance of accessible ser-
vices. For many years, ENDIG 
and the Deaf Project were rec-
ognised as the ‘deaf voice’ in 
Enfield. When the Deaf Project 
closed, ENDIG was left with-
out direction for nearly four 
years. The committee decided 
to wait before making any final 
decisions about ENDIG’s funds  
and future.

In January, Empowering 
Disability in Enf ield (EDIE) 
launched a coffee morning to 
begin discussing future sup-
port for disabled residents. 
Some deaf attendees felt it 
was time to reconnect and 
rebuild, forming a new deaf 
group called Enf ield Deaf 
Community (EDC). The former 
ENDIG committee agreed to 
transfer ENDIG’s remaining 
funds to EDC as a positive step 
forward, supporting new lead-
ership and renewed commu-
nity involvement.

EDC aims to share updates, 
signpost available services, and 
provide information relevant 
to deaf people – for example, 
details about British Sign Lan-
guage interpreter availability 
and accessible online options. By 
working with EDIE, EDC hopes 
to strengthen awareness, con-
tinuity, and inclusion for deaf 
people across the Enfield area.

The old logo of Enfield Deaf Images Group (ENDIG) The new logo for Enfield Deaf 
Community (EDC)

Credit  Kai Images
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HMO licence approvals 
in Enfield hit new high
Enfield Council says it is working to 
make sure “people living in HMOs in 
Enfield have safe and secure homes”

he leader of Enfield Coun-
cil last month deleted a 
social media post con-
taining multiple false 

claims because of the “volume of 
complaints” – but still didn’t apolo-
gise for it.

Ergin Erbil published a video in 
February, on both his Facebook 
and X accounts, in which he falsely 
claimed Crews Hill Golf Club was 
not within the Green Belt, only has 
20 members, and was not import-
ant for wildlife.

This prompted a backlash from 
the golf club, which pointed out 
that it has over 400 members and 
is indeed part of the Green Belt.

The golf course is also designated 
as a ‘site of importance for nature 
conservation’ (Sinc) – a designa-
tion supported by the council in its 
most recent Sinc review.

The club further refuted Cllr 
Erbil’s claim it was “private”, 
pointing out it has hundreds of 
non-members playing the course 
every year.

Cllr Erbil’s video was posted in 
an attempt to defend controver-
sial government proposals, backed 
by the Labour-led local authority, 
to build up to 21,000 homes on 
Green Belt land in Crews Hill and 
‘Chase Park’ as part of its ‘new 
towns’ initiative. 

Crews Hill Golf Course itself is 
currently earmarked for 200 new 
homes in the council’s draft Local 
Plan and would be included within 
the new town if it goes ahead.

In his video, Cllr Erbil also 
claimed “6,000 council homes” 
would be built at Crews Hill Golf 
Course. It not known where this 

pprovals for houses in 
multiple occupation 
(HMOs) in Enfield 
have hit a new high, 

figures show.
Data recently obtained by 

the Local Democracy Reporting 
Service (LDRS) through a Free-
dom of Information (FOI) Act 
request reveals Enfield Council 
had approved 1,078 active HMO 
licences, with a combined capac-
ity for 5,948 people, as of 21st 
January this year.

The FOI shows that at least 
262 licenses had been issued in 
just the first nine months of the 
2025/26 financial year – represent-
ing nearly a quarter of all current 
HMO licenses in the borough.

This is more than the total 
reached in any full twelve-month 
period over the past five years, 
going back to the first full year 
of the council’s ‘selective’ HMO 
licensing scheme.

The council granted a five-year 
renewal of its selective HMO 
licensing scheme in March last 
year, following a public consulta-
tion. It means the scheme, first 
introduced in September 2020, 
will run until 2030.

The scheme requires landlords 
for smaller HMOs in Enfield – 
those occupied by three or four 
people – to apply for licences. This 
is stricter than the national man-
datory HMO licensing scheme, 
which applies for properties  
occupied by five or more people.

According to a 2024 report by 
the National Residential Land-
lords Association (NRLA) on local 
authority enforcement, Enfield 
was ranked sixth among all local 
authorities nationally between 
2021 and 2023 on its use of civil 
penalties to tackle issues in HMOs.

In a press release published in 
March 2025, the local authority 
said its inspections found that 
70% of HMOs in Enfield needed 
help to meet safety and housing 
standards, including issues like 
fire and electrical safety, as well 
as damp and overcrowding.

For this story, the LDRS app-

T

A
BY JOE IVES, LOCAL 

DEMOCRACY REPORTER

BY JOE IVES, LOCAL 
DEMOCRACY REPORTER

roached Enfield Council for an 
update on this figure and did not 
get an answer, but a spokesperson 
stated the civic centre was putting 
more resources into improving 
HMO inspections over the past year.

They claimed this increase 
in staff and funding meant the 
local authority had “been able 
to inspect more properties and 
approve more licences”.

Regarding safety and housing 
standards, the council spokesper-
son said: “If our inspectors find 
problems, the landlord must fix 
them. Sometimes we add special 
conditions to the licence, with 
clear deadlines, so landlords 
know exactly what needs to be 
improved and by when.

“We provide clear guidance 
on our website to help landlords 
understand the rules and meet 
the right standards. We also have 
a dedicated fire safety adviser 
who visits HMOs to give expert 
advice to landlords and managing 
agents about fire safety.

“We also support landlords 
through regular forums and dig-
ital newsletters. All of this work 
is aimed at making sure people 
living in HMOs in Enfield have 
safe and secure homes.”

The spokesperson added that 
the council supports new govern-
ment legislation aimed at provid-
ing better rights and protections 
for renters and that Enfield’s 
selective licensing scheme was 
“successful” and means “rented 
properties in Enfield must be of 
good standard”.

figure originated.
Cllr Erbil’s misleading social 

media post was deleted last month 
from both X and Facebook, more 
than two weeks after it was posted.

Asked by the Local Democracy 
Reporting Service for an explana-
tion and whether he would issue 
an apology for spreading misinfor-
mation, Cllr Erbil said: “I removed 
it because the volume of complaints 
from a small number 
of golf course users 
risked becoming a 
distraction from the 
much bigger issue we 
should be focused on, 
which is the urgent 
need to build homes 
for local families. 

“I do not want that 
debate to be side- 
tracked by noise 
when the real issue is 
the lack of affordable 
homes for people in 
this borough.”

David Spring, general manager of 
Crews Hill Golf Club, said that while 
“pleased the councillor has removed 

his misleading and inaccurate posts” 
the council leader still needed to be 
held accountable for his actions.

Spring said: “Statements have 
been made which contain factual 
inaccuracies and which present a 
misleading account of the position.

“Such conduct raises legitimate 
concern when undertaken by an 
elected representative entrusted with 
serving the residents of Enfield.”

Spring argued that 
the council leader’s 
actions were not in 
keeping with codes 
o f  c o n d u c t  a n d 
integrity required 
by councillors – and 
the Labour Party 
itself. He said his 
club had no polit-
ical agenda and was 
simply concerned 
with inaccurate and 
potentially mislead-
ing claims made by 

those in public office, regardless 
of political party.

“In these circumstances, a prom- 
pt correction of the record and a 
clear apology remain the appropri-
ate course of action,” he continued, 
adding: “Residents and businesses 
of Enfield deserve clarity, accuracy 
and accountability from those who 
speak on their behalf.”

Cllr Erbil added: “I stand by 
my view that the golf course is a 
man-made landscape and that it is 
right for us to consider it as part of 
the solution to the housing crisis 
facing our borough.”

In January Action for Enfield’s 
Future launched a campaign 
against the Crews Hill new town, 
listing eleven reasons why the area 
in north-west Enfield is “sub opti-
mal” for housing development.

Brimsdown pub converted into HMO 
without permission – read more on page 18

Housing on the North Circular

Council leader deletes 
misleading social media post

“Residents 
and businesses 

of Enfield 
deserve clarity, 
accuracy and 
accountability 
from those who 

speak on  
their behalf ”

Crews Hill Golf Club, where the council wants to build hundreds of new homes

Enfield Council leader Ergin Erbil
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020 3903 2060

Advertisement

Don't miss out! Book your tickets now for the best entertainment in North London at Millfield Theatre!

KARAOKE NIGHT - RELAUNCH 
EDITION
4th April 2026 | 7pm
Tickets: £10

K-POP POWER
10th & 11th April 2026  
1pm & 5:30pm
Tickets: £21.50

THE ROD STEWART SONGBOOK
25th April 2026 | 7:30pm
Tickets £27.50

LEVEL UP LIVE - WITH THE LEWIS 
SISTERS
23rd May 2026 | 4:30pm
Tickets: £15

THE ELO ENCOUNTER
22nd May 2026  | 7:30pm
Tickets: £27.50

FEARLESSLY TAYLOR
31st May 2026 | 4pm
Tickets: £16.50

GIVE ME THE NIGHT
20th June 26 | 7:30pm
Tickets: £28.50

AN EVENING OF CLASSIC REGGAE
12th June 2026 | 7:30pm
Tickets: £31.50

MEMORY LANE: PHASE 2 - A SHOW 
BY KXBY TXRNER
24th May 2026 | 6pm
Tickets from 13.50

CELEBRATING CELINE
26th June 2026 | 7.30pm
Tickets: £31.50

JIVE TALKIN (BEE GEES)
12th September 2026 | 7:30pm
Tickets: £29.50

SUGAR PIE HONEY BUNCH - THE 
MUSIC OF THE FOUR TOPS
27th September 2026 | 7:30pm
Tickets: £29.50

JUST LIKE LUTHER
19th September 2026 | 7:30pm
Tickets: £30.50

THE FUREYS
27th April 2026 | 7:30pm
Tickets: £31.50

OH WHAT A NIGHT
15th May 2026 | 7:30pm
Tickets: £28.50

WINNER MAN
16th May 2026 | 7pm
Tickets: £21.50

TALON - THE BEST OF EAGLES
7th November 2026 | 7:30pm
Tickets: 31.50

BEAUTY AND THE INCREDIBLE 
BEAST
4th-30th December 2026
Tickets from £19.50

Silver Street, N18 1PJ
020 8807 6680
www.millfieldtheatre.co.uk

Scan to book 
your tickets now!

WHAT’S ON AT MILLFIELD THEATRE
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BY JAMES CRACKNELL
BY LEAH RENZ

BY JOE IVES, LOCAL 
DEMOCRACY REPORTER

E

T

Nnfield’s biggest foodbank 
remains “extremely 
busy” even before a 
looming inflation spike 

from rising oil prices further 
impacts the cost of living.

New figures show charity Trus-
sell Trust’s North Enfield Foodbank 
delivered 15,241 food parcels last 
year, over a third of which (5,923) 
were distributed to children.

This represents a 142% increase 
compared to seven years ago, 
before the pandemic, although 
demand peaked at around 18,000 
food parcels in 2023/24 when 
inflation was higher.

Now, the war in Iran and sub-
sequent blocking of the Strait 
of Hormuz is increasing the 
price of oil, likely leading to 
another rise of UK inflation and 
household bills throughout the 
rest of this year, putting further 
pressure on foodbanks.

Sharmayne from North Enfield 

he chair of Enfield Coun-
cil’s planning commit-
tee has finally obtained 

approval for her house in mul-
tiple occupation (HMO) – after 
operating it without permission 
since 2023.

Labour councillor Mahym Bede-
kova faced calls to resign last year 
after it was revealed in December 
she had been operating a HMO 
without planning permission for 
more than two years.

Following a vote by the planning 
committee last month, Cllr Bede-
kova was finally granted approval 
for the “retrospective” application 
she had put in for the HMO in 
November 2025.

Michael Rye, a Conservative 
committee member and former 
council leader, said before the 
vote the whole situation was 

ew plans to redevelop an 
Enfield Town shopping 
centre would rise to 15 sto-
reys tall, it’s been revealed.

Five years ago, plans for tower 
blocks of up to 26 storeys at Palace 
Gardens drew widespread opposition, 
including from two local MPs. While 
the new proposal is much lower, 
it still exceeds the recommended 
maximum of 39 metres (around 13 
storeys) included in Enfield Council’s 
draft Local Plan.

This maximum was itself controver-
sial, having been fiercely opposed by 
The Enfield Society during public hear-
ings last summer. The group claimed 
any height over nine storeys would 
cause “substantial harm” to the Grade 
2*-listed St Andrew’s Church nearby.

The Dispatch understands that even 
Palace Gardens owner DWS Group 
will admit in its planning application 
– due for submission this summer – 
that the scheme adversely impacts 
Enfield Town Conservation Area.

Residents were last month invited 
to share their views on the fresh pro-
posals for Palace Gardens – with 300 
homes planned as well as new shops.

While existing large shops such as 
Pearsons and Marks & Spencer would 
stay, a large part of Palace Gardens 
would be demolished and redeveloped 
with new retail areas and public spaces. 
Describing its plans, DWS stated: “New 
homes are a key part of the propos-
als for Palace Gardens and play an 
important role in delivering the wider 
improvements people told us they want 
to see in Enfield Town centre.

“New residents will help bring more 
activity into the area throughout the 
day and evening, supporting local 
shops, cafés and services while con-
tributing to a safer, more welcoming 
public environment.”

Regarding the new shops set to be 
provided, the German firm added: 
“The proposals aim to strengthen 
Palace Gardens as an everyday shop-
ping destination while introducing 
new food and drink outlets that sup-
port activity into the evening.”

Anonymous comments written 
at an exhibition event last month 
were mixed. One said: “Pleased they 
reduced the height of the building 
from the original – now more in 
keeping with the area.”

But another said: “Think that the 
height is a problem and the scale of 
building is inappropriate.”

Scale of new 
Enfield Town 

plans revealed

High foodbank demand amid 
fears over inflation spike

Committee approves Labour 
chair’s ‘retrospective’ HMO

Foodbank told the Dispatch: 
“North Enfield Foodbank re- 
mains extremely busy.

“We continue to support a large 
number of individuals and fam-
ilies each week, including many 
who are working but still strug-
gling to afford essentials.”

Donations have also been fluc-
tuating, she explained. “We have 
noticed that some households, 
who previously donated regu-
larly, are now facing financial 
pressures themselves.”

Sharmayne added: “For many 
families, wages and benefits have 

“fairly staggering”.
Electoral register records suggest 

that at least five adults have lived 
at the property in question since 
2023, including Cllr Bedekova.

She had obtained a HMO licence 
for the property in May 2023 but 
did not apply for planning permis-
sion for the property until more 
than two years later.

In Enfield, council rules state 
HMOs must have both plan-
ning permission and a licence 
to operate.

When news broke of Cllr Bede-
kova’s unapproved HMO late last 
year, Cllr Rye was among those 
calling on the planning chair to 
resign, describing her position 
as “untenable”.

Campaign group Better Homes 
Enfield concurred, saying it was 
“an issue of integrity and trust in 
the planning system” in which 
“councillors and residents are 
subject to the same standards”.

not kept pace […] essential costs 
such as rent, utilities and food 
remain high.”

North Enfield Foodbank is the 
only Trussell Trust foodbank oper-
ating in the borough, but a host 
of other charities working to end 
poverty in Enfield are also endur-
ing high demand.

Cooking Champions, a charity 
which provides local food support 
and hosts a ‘community kitchen‘ 
in Ponders End, has seen a steady 
increase in need over the last 
three years.

Founder Clare Donovan said 
that in January 2024, the charity 
distributed 622 bags. But in Janu-
ary 2026, that number increased 
to 1,022.

Alongside increased demand, 
Cooking Champions has seen a 
drop in physical donations of food.

Clare said: “The reason for this 
is that people are struggling […] 
obviously I think people want 
to help but they’re just not in a 
position to, because everything is 

Cllr Bedekova, who remains in 
her post, said she had “always 
acted in good faith” and takes her 
responsibility as planning chair 
“extremely seriously”.

Her retrospective planning 
application was considered by 
the council’s planning commit-
tee at last month’s meeting. It 
was the final one of six decisions 
made on the night, an unusually  
high number.

just so expensive and they have 
to cover their own bills before 
being able to help us.”

While lower inflation over the 
last year has reduced demand 
slightly at North Enfield Foodbank 
from its peak in 2023, Clare said 
the demand at Cooking Champi-
ons had remained very high.

“I wish I could say yes [to seeing 
positive impacts of stabilised infla-
tion], but sadly we haven’t.”

Both charities are urging local 
people interested in making a dif-
ference to volunteer or donate to 
help keep services running.

Clare warns that Cooking Cham-
pions faces possible closure or 
reduction in services without 
additional help. “We are at a real 
crunch point where we have to 
consider the long-term future of 
the foodbank,” she said.

Cllr Bedekova recused herself 
as chair when the matter of her 
retrospective application finally 
came up nearly two-and-a-half 
hours into the meeting. Fellow 
Labour committee member Kate 
Anolue took over proceedings.

During the discussion, Tory com-
mittee member Lee Chamberlain 
questioned the “transparency” of 
the report prepared by council 
officers. He noted that Cllr Bede-
kova’s name did not appear on 
the report’s front page under the 
section headed “Applicant Name & 
Address” and was first mentioned 
instead on the fourth page.

A council officer responded 
saying that the applicant’s name 
did not necessarily have to appear 
on the front page.

After a brief discussion, Cllr 
Bedekova’s application was 
approved with three votes against, 
one abstention, and all Labour 
members present voting in favour.

For more information about  
North Enfield Foodbank:
Visit  northenfield.foodbank.org.uk

For more information about  
Cooking Champions:
Visit  cookingchampions.uk

One-in-three parcels handed out by the 
borough’s biggest foodbank go to children 

Credit  Trussell Trust

The planning committee discussed Cllr 
Bedekova’s HMO on Tuesday, 17th March 

Credit  Joe Ives/LDRS
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OPEN
EVENT

REGISTER NOW

Choosing the right next step after school or when
returning to education can feel overwhelming.

Wednesday 6 May, 4pm - 7pm
For School Leavers (16-18) and Adults
Parents & Carers welcome to a�end

Speak directly with tutors and support teams
Understand clear pathways into careers, apprenticeships or further study
See our facilities and learning environments
Explore options for school leavers and adults returning to education

Vocational (BTEC)
T Levels
Apprenticeships

We can help! choose

16-18 courses
Access to Higher Education
Apprenticeships
Full-time & Part-time
Short courses
English & maths
ESOL

Adult courses

Why

Waltham Forest College?
Ofsted Outstanding college
Award winning careers provision
Strong employer links
Supportive teaching environment

Scan here or visit
waltham.ac.uk
to register for
the Open Event

707 Forest Road, Walthamstow, E17 4JBmyfuture@waltham.ac.uk020 8501 8501
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ix political parties look set to 
stand candidates in every single 
ward of Enfield borough for 
the local election this year – an 

unprecedented number which shows just 
how fragmented politics is becoming.

For voters, it means more choice – but 
also more difficult decisions to be made 
before heading to the polls on Thursday, 
7th May.

Now that the parties have set out their 
policy platforms, outlining their pledges 
should they win control of Enfield Civic 
Centre next month, the Dispatch has sum-
marised the key points for each below.

Labour Party
Looking to win a record fifth term, Enfield 
Labour launched its 2026 manifesto last 
month, titled Cleaner, Safer, Affordable.

On the environment, Labour want to 
bring back weekly recycling collections. 
Six years ago, both household recycling and 
general waste bins moved to fortnightly, so 
this pledge represents a semi U-turn. The 
party also pledges to “introduce a dedicated 
ranger for every major park” and further 
vows to “make it easier for bigger house-
holds to get bigger bins” and “use apps to 
make it easier to report illegally dumped 
rubbish” as well as use “new tech such as 
drones, improved CCTV, and AI”.

On community safety, the party is prom-
ising “new CCTV and deterrents in crime 
hotspots”, plus “expanded safety patrols, 
including around schools”. The party fur-
ther wants to “tackle the causes of crime 
by continuing to provide free courses and 
activities to young people, jobs fairs, public 
health services, tackle the cost-of-living 
crisis and strengthen community unity to 
address the root causes of crime”.

On affordability, Labour is pledging to 
“double the council’s hardship fund” for 
low-income households as well as offer 
“free energy-saving support” and “more 
warm spaces” in winter. The party also 
commits to introducing “childcare support 
for parents in insecure work”.

The manifesto includes a section on 

S

What the parties are promising this year

the proposed new town at Crews Hill and 
‘Chase Park’, which might see more than 
20,000 homes built on Green Belt land over 
the coming decades – a policy backed by 
Labour locally, regionally and nationally. 
The party is now pledging to “introduce 
a ‘first dibs’ policy for first-time buyers 
already living in Enfield for affordable 
homes” and “push for the reopening of the 
A&E at Chase Farm Hospital” to improve 
healthcare access for new and existing res-
idents, plus extra train services. The party 
will also “push for this infrastructure to 
be in place before new residents move in”.

On transport there’s a pledge to intro-
duce “30 minutes free parking on high 
streets” (something the Tories had pre-
viously announced), while on housing 
Labour promises that “no more than 10% 
of properties in any neighbourhood can be 
converted to a HMO”.

Conservative Party
Enfield Conservatives are making some 
very big – and expensive – pledges as the 
party seeks to return to power in the bor-
ough for the first time since 2010.

Their manifesto is titled A Blueprint 
for Change and includes “five pillars”. 
The first is “restoring fiscal integrity 
and accountability” through ending a 
“culture of political patronage” and by 
launching “a comprehensive independent 
inquiry into the past 16 years of financial 
decision-making” as well as a “rigorous 
debt-reduction strategy”.

The second pillar is “protecting our Green 
Belt”. A Tory-led council would “immedi-
ately withdraw” from the government’s 

new towns process and scrap plans to build 
on the Green Belt, “preserving the subur-
ban character that makes Enfield unique”.

The third pillar is “cleaning up Enfield’s 
streets” and states the Conservatives would 
end “the war on the driver” by abolishing 
“failed” low-traffic neighbourhoods (LTNs), 
“stop plans for a 20mph borough-wide 
scheme” and restore weekly bin collec-
tions – a bigger promise than Labour’s, as 
it means collecting all bins weekly.

The fourth pillar revolves around com-
munity safety and includes pledges to 
“re-establish local police hubs in council 
buildings”, recruit 20 additional officers, 
and “revitalise our trading standards team 
to crush illegal business activity”.

The fifth pillar of the Conservative 
manifesto is “investing in the next gener-
ation”, with a pledge to create 200 addi-
tional places for special needs children 
and “safeguard our vital youth centres”.

Elsewhere the Tories pledge to “ensure 
only the Union Flag, the Flag of St George, 
and the Enfield Beast flag are flown from 
council buildings”.

Other eye-catching pledges include 
bringing back school lollipop patrols, 
giving the Met Police a chance to use 
“space in existing council buildings to 
establish local hubs”, and a promise of a 
“moratorium on new cycle lanes” as well 
as removing existing cycle lanes in Hert-
ford Road, originally installed using tens of 
millions of ‘Mini Holland’ cash awarded by 
then-London mayor Boris Johnson in 2014.

On Whitewebbs, the manifesto doesn’t 
mention the controversial Spurs deal with 
the council, but does promise to “enact a 
specific Conservation Area status covering 
the entirety of Whitewebbs Park to protect 
it from inappropriate development”.

Liberal Democrats
The Lib Dems are the only other party to 
publish a manifesto for this election. It 
begins with two full pages on democratic 
issues, as “what sets the Liberal Democrats 
apart is that we stand up for proper local 
democracy, putting power back into the 
hands of residents”.

In Enfield, this would be achieved by 
“fostering a democratic culture in our 
communities” through regular open meet-

ings where residents can “put forward 
topics of concern”, as well as “reforming 
the consultation process”, introducing a 
committee system of governance “to better 
involve minority voices” and using “con-
sensus” principles inspired by Iceland.

There is also a pledge to “protect the 
Green Belt”, bring back street litter bins 
removed under Labour, “work with TfL to 
review the bus network” and “continue 
to pressure Network Rail to bring step-
free access to stations” on the Hertford 
Loop Line.
Enfield Community Independents
Enfield Community Independents (ECI) are 
a group of left-wing activists with close ties 
to Your Party, the Jeremy Corbyn-backed 
political project launched last year.

ECI’s campaign literature includes 
pledges offering “new social housing and 
rent controls”, “zero-tolerance” on f ly- 
tipping, the creation of an “Enfield appren-
ticeship scheme”, a review aiming to 
“restore council tax support”, as well as 
“opposing building on Green Belt land” and 
a “comprehensive review of all LTNs”.

There is also a committent to follow Pal-
estine Solidarity Campaign’s pension fund 
divestment demands.

Reform UK
Right-wing populist party Reform UK 
makes no mention of any anti-immigration 
rhetoric on the leaflets it has printed for 
campaigning in Enfield this year. Instead, 
the party pledges to “protect our green 
spaces” including the Green Belt, “end 
wasteful council tax spending” and “safe-
guard Enfield from crime”.

Other pledges include making roads “fit 
for purpose”, supporting the reintroduc-
tion of weekly bin collections, and a vow to 
“regenerate our high streets”. The leaflet 
also highlights the council’s £1.3billion of 
debt and claims that “Reform are the only 
party who will reverse this trend”.

Green Party
Enfield Green Party is promising “a 
cleaner, greener, safer” borough. The party 
wants “better streets and neighbourhoods” 
while “celebrating our diversity, protect-
ing our community and green spaces”.

The left-wing movement says it is “fight-
ing neglect faced by our elderly, disabled, 
and children” and is demanding “better 
local services, including hospital access, 
day centres, mobile and home care” as 
well as improved special needs provision 
in the borough.

The Greens also want “affordable, fre-
quent public transport you can rely on” 
and “streets made for walking and cycling, 
safe for active travel”.

BY JAMES CRACKNELL

Enfield Labour launched their 2026 manifesto last month

Enfield Conservatives held an event for their manifesto launch last month

The deadline to register to vote in the local election is 
midnight on Monday, 20th April:
Visit  gov.uk/register-to-vote
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Got an opinion on something in Enfield? We accept letters of up to 150 words 
from people and organisations in the borough. Email EnfieldDispatch@
socialspider.com before the next deadline on Monday 13th April.

Send us your letters

hile it is undoubtedly good 
news that the home of 
Enfield Highway Library 

is not to be sold for redevelopment 
following its closure, it is not clear to 
me that the purchasers are intending 
to open a facility open to all in the 
community, as the library was.

The last library in Southbury 
ward, John Jackson, was closed by 
Enfield Council in July 2025. That 
means a potential community hub, 
IT centre and designated ‘warm 
space’ next to Avenues Estate, and 
also close to Ayley Croft Estate, is in 
danger of being lost forever.

The building was modernised, 
enlarged and refurbished in 2010 
with a grant from the National 
Lottery Fund. For this reason I would 
urge the council to consider very 
carefully what course of action to 
take over the John Jackson site.

The anger and distress at the 
closure decision was apparent 
at a meeting in September 2024 
attended by local residents and 
library users. We also presented 
a petition prior to the closure 
decision being voted through, with 
hundreds of signatures. Sadly there 
was a consensus among us that 
the council intended to sell off the 
building to developers.

Michael Hardyman
Bush Hill Park

he plans for the proposed 
complex of tower blocks 
replacing Cineworld and 

three restaurants [in Southbury 
Road] are horrendous, with the 
tallest proposed to be 26 storeys.

Essential local facilities are 
already full up, from the local 
primary and secondary schools 
to the GP surgery, while the local 
dentist has fulfilled its quota of 
NHS patients. And yet, the area is 
expected to absorb thousands of new 
residents, made up of single people 
and families, to occupy 1,150 flats.

I remember the old cinema in 
town, near the Tesco site, and how, 
after it was demolished, we had to 

nfield Council has said 
“reckless disregard for 
our borough will not be 

tolerated” and is seeking a public 
apology from [Toby Carvery owner] 
Mitchells & Butlers plc for the 
irreversible damage caused to the 
500-year-old Whitewebbs Oak.

Can I suggest M&B additionally 
fund hosting Of The Oak somewhere 
in Enfield? This immersive video 
installation, commissioned by 
Kew Gardens and most recently on 
display at the Yorkshire Sculpture 
Park, uses technology to highlight 
ancient trees as living monuments 
of connection, keystones in the 
web of life, typically supporting 
well over 2,000 species.

Whitewebbs’ veteran ‘mother 
tree’ connected species within 
this sylvan setting through fungal 
networks; communicating, sup-
porting and ecologically anchoring 
the woodland species into one 
arboricultural family.

Karl Brown
Palmers Green

Library loss
Dear Enfield Dispatch

Southbury 
development
Dear Enfield Dispatch

Special tree
Dear Enfield Dispatch
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The Bridge 

- Acting Group -

DO YOU WANT TO ACT?
Join our new beginners 

performing group 
• Tuesdays from 5-7PM •

Email: hello@facefront.org
Registered Charity No.1116506

Sign up to The Weekly 
Dispatch, our regular 
e-newsletter:

Visit  eepurl.com/
imC6To or scan the 
QR code

Advertisement

The Enfield Talking 
Newspaper has been 
providing a free audio 

recording of local news 
to our blind and partially 
sighted neighbours since 

1961. Please visit  
etnlisten.com to listen or to 

register for a free weekly 
copy of our recording. 
We are always looking 

for volunteer readers and 
recordists too.

trek to Lee Valley [Leisure Complex]. 
What a joy when the multi-screen 
Cineworld was opened! It caters for 
blockbusters, including an Imax 
screen, and also provides films in 
ethnic minority languages and West 
End plays, musicals and operas at a 
third of the price. It also houses a 
branch of the Jubilee Church.

It’s a long bus ride to reach [the 
Odeon at] Lee Valley, the Wood 
Green Cineworld, or the two 
cinemas in Crouch End. It would be 
an end to the pleasure of a multi-
screen cinema within walking 
distance, a facility which I dare 
say the new residents of the tower 
blocks would also regret losing.

The most attractive housing built 
now, even council housing, is in 
terraces or low-rise maisonettes. 
How about some low-rise building 
on the B&Q site, aimed at homeless 
Enfield singles and families with 
connections to our area, including 
families already relocated miles 
away – leaving Cineworld alone? 
But that would not make a profit 
for the developers, methinks.

Jess Yates
Bush Hill Park

Are you enjoying 
the Dispatch?

ENFIELD DISPATCH

If you want more, you can find new stories 
every day online at enfielddispatch.co.uk
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BY JOE IVES, LOCAL 
DEMOCRACY REPORTER

BY JAMES CRACKNELL

N

W

E
ew 20mph zones cov-
ering three large town 
centres in Edmonton, 
Palmers Green and 

Southgate have gone live.
The implementation of lower 

speed limits was approved in Jan-
uary following a series of consul-
tations held last year.

According to Enfield Council 
the new 20mph zones will “help 
to create safer, calmer streets for 
everyone”. They form part of the 
civic centre’s “commitment to 
improving road safety, encourag-
ing active travel and supporting 
healthier communities”.

Sabri Ozaydin, the council’s cab-
inet member for environment and 
placemaking, said: “I am pleased 
that we have been able to intro-
duce 20mph speed limits after 
consultation with our residents.

“By lowering speed limits in 
town centres, we will now be able 

ork is expected to 
start this summer 
on building the first 

new homes as part of a major 
Edmonton estate rebuild.

Enfield Council’s cabinet recently 
agreed quicker construction of 
future phases of the redevelop-
ment at Joyce Avenue and Snells 
Park estates in Angel Edmonton.

Construction of the first 270 
affordable homes is now due to 
begin in early summer, with Hill 
Partnership formally appointed to 
build the initial phases.

Plans for the redevelopment of 
both estates was approved by coun-
cillors two years ago, after residents 
backed the scheme in a ballot. 
The project is earmarked to cost 
£800million, with the existing 795 

nfield Council is set to create 
a new care home for chil-
dren with complex needs in 
a bid to address its “severely 

limited” service.
A report published ahead of the 

decision said the lack of council- 
owned facilities had meant that 
more than 90% of the children who  
need them have been placed outside 
the borough.

This lack of capacity has also led 
to the local authority accidentally 
sending two children to unregistered 
placements in the past five years, 
the report said.

“This poses significant safeguard-
ing risks and impacts on the over-
all quality of care, highlighting the 
urgent need for more registered local 
provisions,” council officers wrote.

Aside from being expensive, these 
out-of-borough facilities lead to “dis-
ruptive care”, with a lack of continuity 
of care workers “affecting trust and 
support for young people”.

Council officers said there was an 
“urgent need” to address the issue, 
with the number of children and 
young people with complex needs 
requiring local placements in Enfield 
rising by 24% over the past five years 
– with costs increasing by 64%.

The borough currently lacks its 
own dedicated property for chil-
dren and young people with com-
plex needs, trauma and deprivation 
of liberty (DOL) orders. DOLs are 
interventions to protect people who 
could be a danger to themselves. 
This safeguard can only be used if 
the person is to be placed in a care 
home or hospital.

The council’s cabinet agreed to 
spend £1.5million on setting up its 
care home, with up to £1m of this set 
aside to buy a property on the open 
market. This will then be converted 
into the children’s care home.

Once complete, the property will 
have four bedrooms to accommodate 
four children, with one in a specialised 
“self-contained annex” for DOL place-
ments. There will also be a therapeutic 
room and secure outdoor garden.

Half of the cost will be covered 
through a grant received from the 
Department for Education in Feb-
ruary last year. The council will be 
borrowing to pay the remaining 
£725,000 bill.

The care home will need to be regis-
tered with Ofsted by the end of March 
2029 in order to guarantee the gov-
ernment grant funding.

New children’s 
care homeNew 20mph speed limits 

for three town centres

Major estates rebuild to 
start this summer

A revised phasing plan aiming to “speed up” 
delivery of the 2,000-home redevelopment  

of Joyce and Snells has been agreed

to create safer streets for resi-
dents, visitors and businesses and 
help to improve road safety and 
encourage active travel.

“The scheme will also decrease 
pollution and create a more invit-
ing environment for pedestrians, 
and the benefits will include 
fewer and less severe collisions, 

homes at Joyce and Snells making 
way for a much denser scheme of 
more than 2,000 “modern, safe, 
and sustainable homes” in blocks 
up to 26 storeys tall.

Preparatory works have already 
begun and a new playground 
opened last year. The council’s 
revised phasing plan will now speed 
up the next stage of redevelop-
ment, with the first housebuilding  
phase building 220 homes instead 
of 148 as previously planned.

Ayten Guzel, the council’s cab-
inet member for housing, said: 
“Achieving the promises the council 
made to residents at the time of the 
ballot is our priority. This is a major 
step forward for those residents 
and for Joyce and Snells Park.

“By agreeing the contract with 

cleaner air and lower emis-
sions and we will hopefully see 
increased walking and wheeling 
rates for a safer Enfield.”

New signage and road markings 
have been installed to support 
the changes. Funding for the 
implementation is being provided 
by Transport for London, with 

Hill and revising the phasing 
of the scheme, we are not only 
delivering on those promises, 
but speeding up the programme 
to bring forward more council 
homes, more quickly.

“Working with Hill on these 
first phases, we will improve the 
estate into a modern neighbour-
hood with high-quality homes and 

£1.6million granted so far.
In Edmonton, the 20mph zone 

starts at the southern end of Fore 
Street in Angel Edmonton up 
to Edmonton Green Shopping 
Centre, as well as some side roads 
and a short section of Church 
Street and Hertford Road in 
Edmonton Green.

In Palmers Green, it extends 
along Green Lanes, starting from 
the borough border with Har-
ingey in the south and continuing 
up to the junction with Hedge 
Lane in the north. Aldermans 
Hill, Palmerston Crescent and 
Elmdale Road are also included.

In Southgate, the 20mph zone 
begins at the Cannon Hill and 
Aldermans Hill junction, extend-
ing north along The Green and 
Southgate High Street. Chase Side, 
part of Chase Road, Crown Lane, 
Ashfield Parade and several side 
streets are also included.

improved community spaces. Res-
idents are already seeing progress 
on site, and this decision ensures 
the momentum continues.

“We are committed to making 
a lasting difference, not just by 
providing thousands of much-
needed social rent homes, but by 
creating a place that people are 
proud to call home.”

For more information:
Visit  letstalk.enfield.gov.uk/20mph

Cabinet members Sabri Ozaydin (centre) and Rick Jewell (left) help install new 20mph signs in 
Palmers Green  Credit  Enfield Council

Designs for the new Joyce  
and Snells estates
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Email licences@socialspider.com for a quote, or call Klaudia  
Kiss on 07732 000 430 or Mark Brown 07728 520 116. 
Next publication date: 24th April | Booking deadline: 22nd April

Book your licence advert or notice with 
Enfield’s local community newspaper!

 
 

 
 O2 Catering Limited of Unit 16, Riverwalk Road, Enfield, London 

EN3 7QN is applying for a licence to use Unit 16, Riverwalk Road, 
Enfield, London EN3 7QN as an operating centre for 2 goods vehicles. 

Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings) near the operating 
centres who believe that their use or enjoyment of that land would 
be affected, should make written representations to the Traffic 
Commissioner at Quarry House, Quarry Hill, Leeds, LS2 7UE stating their 
reasons, within 21 days of this notice. 

Representors must at the same time send a copy of their representations 
to the applicant at the address given at the top of this notice. 

A Guide to Making Representations is available at www.gov.uk/object-
hgv-operator-licence.

Goods Vehicle Operator’s Licence  
 Get your paper

enfielddispatch.co.uk/ 
pick-up

Pick up the Dispatch all across the borough!

Check out where *a selection 
of our regular 
stockists, but 
it is not an 
exhaustive list

 
 

Dated: 17th day of March 2026

Notice is hereby given that Yiasou Limited has applied to the 
Licensing Authority of London Borough of Enfield for a Premises 
Licence to permit:

•  Premises licence/sale of alcohol
•  Proposed times: Monday to Sunday, 09:00–17:00
•  Yiasou situated at 24 Bourne Hill  N13 4LH

The public register where applications are available to be viewed by 
members of the public can be accessed online by visiting https://
new.enfield.gov.uk/services/business-and-licensing/ and following 
the link to the Licensing Register. Email licensing@enfield.gov.uk 
to request a copy of the application within 28 days from the date of 
this notice.

Any person wishing to submit relevant representations concerning 
this application must give notice by emailing licensing@enfield.gov.
uk, giving in detail the grounds of the representation no later than: 
13/04/2026

Representations received by post will not be accepted. 
Representations must include your full name and address. 
Representations must relate to one or more of the four Licensing 
Objectives: the prevention of crime and disorder, public safety, 
the prevention of public nuisance and the protection of children 
from harm.  
 
It is an offence, under section 158 of the Licensing Act 2003, to 
knowingly or recklessly make a false statement in connection with an 
application for a premises licence. A person guilty of an offence is 
liable on summary conviction to a fine unlimited.

LICENSING ACT 2003
Notice of Application for a New Premises Licence

Advertisement
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BY MARY-ELLEN DYSON

BY ALEXANDROS IOANNIDES

I

D

A
have always been intrigued 
by the prospect of a murder 
mystery night, but I had 
never had the opportunity 

to get involved until Chickenshed 
decided to host one last month – 
and I thoroughly enjoyed it!

Immersiveness is all the rage at 
the moment, and the Southgate 
theatre’s Murder Mystery Evening was 
a truly immersive experience.

Great care and attention went 
into bringing the setting of a 1920s 
club to life, with scenery, costumes 
and music all contributing to the 
atmosphere. The audience also 
did their bit by dressing up from 
the era – a prize for best dressed 
would have been keenly fought.

The best part was the immer-
sive improvisation. From the 
moment I walked in, long before 
the official start time, characters 
were having plot-critical con-
versations inches from people’s 
tables – a test of my lip-reading 
skills when they spoke quietly!

After the murder occurred, a 
detective interrogated characters 

ugdale Arts Centre will 
this month be screening 
an award-winning film 

made by two Enfield producers.
The Spin is a comedy following 

two best friends and music lovers 
on a search for a highly-valuable 
vinyl record in Northern Ireland.

The film is light-hearted, with 
a soundtrack of folk and country 
music. It stars Dermot and Elvis, 
played by Game of Thrones actor 
Brenock O’Connor and Owen 
Colgan, known for his role in 
Hardy Bucks.

new schools programme 
will teach local children 
about the history of the 
‘secret listeners’ who used 

an Enfield mansion to gather intelli-
gence during the Second World War.

Trent Park House of Secrets, a 
new museum opening at Trent Park 
this summer, has launched the lot-
tery-funded education programme 
which is aimed at children in both 
Enfield and Barnet aged from eight 
to eleven years.

Supported by The National Lottery 
Heritage Fund and now open for book-
ings, the schools programme brings 
the “remarkable story” of Trent Park 
House alive through immersive drama 
and historical investigation.

During the Second World War, Trent 
Park House was requisitioned by the 
government and transformed into a 
prisoner-of-war camp for high-rank-
ing German officers. Unknown to 
the captives, the house and grounds 
were fitted with cutting-edge listening 
equipment. The intelligence gathered 
by the secret listeners – including 
women and refugees – helped shape 
the course of the war.

The ‘Sharing Stories’ education pro-
gramme has been co-created with 
partner schools and London-based 
Freshwater Theatre Company. Prior 
to each workshop, students will dis-
cover a mysterious worn leather bag 
filled with intriguing objects. Through 
investigation, the class pieces together 
the story of its owner: a German Jewish 
refugee who worked as a secret listener 
at Trent Park House during the war.

Sharondeep Jawanda, the new 
schools manager working for Trent 
Park House of Secrets, said: “I’m 
excited to reintroduce the schools pro-
gramme which invites local children 
to uncover the extraordinary hidden 
histories of the secret listeners.

“The programme encourages pupils 
to listen carefully, ask bold questions 
and explore the power of communi-
cation and empathy. These hidden 
histories deserve recognition, and we’re 
thrilled to work with Freshwater to 
make them accessible to young learners 
in an engaging and meaningful way.

“I’m looking forward to seeing how 
pupils connect with and explore these 
powerful histories.”

Director Giuseppe Albano added: 
“Sharondeep brings fantastic experi-
ence working with schools, families 
and communities, and we’re delighted 
to have her leading this programme.

“The story of Trent Park House cen-
tres on one of the most remarkable 
intelligence operations of the war, and 
it’s important young people understand 
the role played by the secret listeners.”

Museum’s new 
education schemeMurderously good fun at 

Chickenshed’s night of mystery

Dugdale to screen award-winning 
indie flick by Enfield filmmakers

The Spin is a “celebration 
of warmth, gentle 

humour, friendship and 
self-discovery” set in 

Northern Ireland

on a small stage at the front whilst 
characters continued to interact 
between the tables. At times, char-
acters would circulate to discuss 
suspicions with the audience; teas-
ing out their stories, and pushing 
the murderer to reveal themselves, 
was great fun.

I really enjoy puzzles of all 
varieties, and Chickenshed’s eve-
ning provided excellent puzzling 
throughout. It was tremendously 
engaging to watch the charac-

The plot follows the two close 
friends struggling to keep hold 
of their record shop, Boneyard 
Records, and, facing eviction, they 
embark on a lucrative quest for 
the sought-after vinyl.

On the way, the pair come 
across characters who help form 
a unique friendship with Dermot 
and Elvis.

The Spin is directed by Michael 
Head, who previously directed 
Bermondsey and The Fall of the Roman 
Empire, with producers Ismail 
Ismail and Jake Jakcovides being 
local to Enfield, having met at 
Winchmore School.

The Dispatch spoke to Ismail 
regarding his experience working 
on his first film production. Asked 
about the roots of the film being 
close to Northern Irish culture, 
he said: “It was great to keep to 
the authentic folk music and I 

ters’ goings-on in the background 
throughout, picking up clues and 
many more red herrings.

Guessing ‘whodunnit’ was far 
from easy. Guests who wanted to 
lean into the puzzling, as I did, 
had plenty to get their teeth into.

There is something for everyone 
in this murder mystery event. For 
those who wanted an involved 
experience, the show was thor-
oughly interactive, with endless 
deduction throughout. For those 

will be working on more Irish 
productions in the future.”

On working with Brenock O’Con-
nor and Owen Colgan, Ismail  
added: “Their chemistry is fantas-
tic, and they are always pushing 
each other and making themselves, 
and us, laugh. It was such fun.”

The Spin also stars Love Island 
contestant and Irish TV person-
ality Maura Higgins in the role 
of Rose, in her first venture into 
acting, alongside Pussycat Dolls 
singer Kimberley Wyatt as Dallas.

who wanted a 1920s experience, 
the evening delivered in spades.

For the music lovers among 
us, there were three renditions 
of period songs, and the pianist 
provided plenty of 1920s-themed 
background music (and ‘dun-
dun-dun’ riffs, as appropriate). 
And for those who wanted a light 
evening, the show was tongue-in-
cheek and didn’t take itself too 
seriously; there were plenty of 
laughs throughout.

Chickenshed has plans to host 
its Murder Mystery Evening again in 
future, although no dates have 
yet been confirmed. It would be 
great fun with friends – with six 
sat each table – but if you’d prefer 
to go on your own, Chickenshed’s 
community feel means that there 
would be plenty of people at your 
table who would be ready to share 
the experience with you.

Chickenshed’s Murder Mystery 
Evening offers a great night out for 
all. My top tip would be to arrive 
early – the experience begins long 
before the start time, so soak up 
as much of it as possible while 
you can!

Leah O’Rourke and Tara Lynne 
O’Neil, who both worked together 
on Derry Girls, also joined the cast.

The film premiered in Ireland 
and has already racked up several 
awards internationally, including 
‘best feature film’ at festivals in 
Dublin, Belfast, Omaha, Toronto, 
Chicago and Bremen.

The murder mystery event at Chickenshed last month  Credit  Leda Omran

A still from The Spin

The Spin will be screening at Dugdale Arts 
Centre in Enfield Town on Friday 3rd and 
Saturday 4th April. For more information 
and to book tickets:
Visit  dugdaleartscentre.co.uk/whats-on/
the-spin
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It’s a wrap
Neil Littman visits a unique 

Turkish venue in Enfield Highway 
recently rated among the top four 

restaurants in London
ntil recently I had 
three ways to dis-
cover places to eat; 
my local knowledge 

of Enfield where I have lived for 
over eleven years, recommenda-
tions and tip-offs from friends 
and readers, and Googling search 
terms such as ‘new restaurants 
in Enfield’ (which was how I 
found the extraordinary Shere 
Khan restaurant).

This time, however, a fourth 
solution presented itself – a 
full-page review in The Guardian! 
The author of the piece show-
ered praise on Neco Tantuni in 
Enfield Highway. Transforming 
what was a former greasy spoon 
café, the Turkish venue incred-
ibly won fourth place in Vittles’ 
list of London’s top restaurants.

Located in Brick Lane just off 
Hertford Road, Neco Tantuni still 
looks like a café from the out-
side and gives little away about 
what’s happening inside. The 
name is part of their story; ‘Neco’ 
means ‘everlasting’ and ‘Tantuni’ 
is a popular Turkish street food, 
originating from Mersin on the 
southern coast and consisting 
of finely-diced beef, chicken 
or lamb, stir-fried with sumac 
and other spices cooked slowly 
on a massive pan. It is served 
wrapped in lavash bread with 
fresh tomatoes, onions, parsley 
and sumac, with a squeeze of 
lemon or served with yogurt. 
Presentation is simple but deliv-
ers a great burst of flavour.

Arriving on a cold, wet winter 
evening and unable to get hold 

U

Do you have any suggestions for 
restaurants in Enfield to review or 
feedback on the places Neil has already 
reviewed?  He would love to hear from 
Dispatch readers:
Email  eatingoutinenfield@gmail.com

of my regular dining compan-
ion who had the f lu, I entered 
the packed dining area, which 
has about 20 seats. I thought it 
might mean getting a takeaway, 
but they found me a seat on the 
end of a table for six occupied 
by four other very enthusiastic 
diners. Curiosity got the better of 
me and I asked them if they had 
eaten there before, and they said 
they had also read the article in 
the weekend press. 

Neco’s short menu is printed 
on just one side of a laminated 
card with a dozen dishes includ-
ing various tantuni (a type of 
meat wrap) plus their signature 
dessert, kunefe (made with spun 
pastry dough and syrup). There 
is not a kebab in sight!

The one vegan option – printed 
on a separate card stuck on the 
wall – is ciğ köfte, a popular Turk-
ish/Armenian spicy dish made 
with fine bulgur, tomato/pepper 
paste, and spices, wrapped in 
lettuce with lemon and herbs. 
I was offered a sample taste of 

this dish, which had a rich, spicy 
and tangy flavour from ingredi-
ents like Urfa pepper, cumin and 
pomegranate molasses.

There was a hive of activity at 
the serving counter, where all 
the preparation and cooking 
with oil and spices takes place 
using an enormous special 
convex iron hotplate. I ordered 
a chicken tantuni, but a compli-
mentary plate of pickled vege-
tables and chillies arrived first, 
which were sharp and crunchy 
and hot. So hot, in fact, I ordered 
a glass of their ayran yoghurt 
drink to cool myself down, and 
then a second!

The tantuni arrived 15 min-
utes later and tasted juicy, 
savoury, slightly spicy, and tangy 
all in one mouthful, as well as 
filling. I wasn’t really prepared 
for this, as the dish itself looks 
like any other wrap, but the fla-
vours are a great combination 
and demonstrate that appear-
ance is not everything.

I rarely order desserts as they 
are often bought in, but at Neco 
I ordered their kunefe which is 
prepared in front of customers 
on a smaller version of the hot 
plate used for the savoury dishes. 
Kunefe is made with kataif i 
shredded pastry used in Middle 
Eastern desserts. There was some 
kind of soft cheese in the base, 
which was doused in syrup. 
This is served with ice cream or 
cream and was heaven on a plate. 
Complimentary Turkish tea was 
served at the end of the meal. 

The tantuni deserves praise 
for offering something different 
and introducing another facet of 
Turkish cuisine to Enfield. I also 
wish to thank my fellow diners 
from Potters House Church, 
who were on my table and 
treated me to my meal!

Neco Tantuni is family-friendly 
and good value, costing around 
£15 per person, but is cash only. 
It is unlicenced but does offer 
takeaways. It opens every day, 
2pm–12am.

We can include low-cost community events taking place in  
Enfield. For next month's listings, email the details of your event  
to enfielddispatch@socialspider.com by Monday 13th April.

Submit your listing

Easter Bunny Tales
From Tuesday 7th to Saturday  
11th April, 10am and 11.30am
Chickenshed Theatre, 290 Chase 
Side, Southgate  N14 4PE

Join Chickenshed’s Tales from the Shed 
team for some egg-stra special Easter 
fun! Our Easter-themed performances 
are filled with enchanting stories, 
lively songs and plenty of movement. 

Tickets £7, free for babies
Visit  chickenshed.org.uk

Come and Play Croquet
Tuesday 7th, Saturday 11th and 
Tuesday 14th April, 10am–12pm
Enfield Croquet Club, Cecil 
Avenue  EN1 1PS

Croquet is a game of skill and tactics, 
suitable for all ages. It is fun, competitive, 
and very sociable. Everyone is welcome.

Booking required
Visit  enfieldcroquet.org

Community Coffee Morning
Fridays, 9am–12pm
St Peter’s Church, corner of 
Bounces Road and St Peter’s Road, 
Edmonton  N9 8JP

A social group meeting for a chat and to 
also make new friends. Enjoy quizzes and 
other activities, with light refreshments 
available. Also a registered warm space.

Free entry
Email  stpetersedmonton@gmail.com 

Googlies Jazz Club
Thursdays, 7pm
Botany Bay Cricket Club,  
East Lodge Lane  EN2 8AS

Googlies Jazz Club features a house 
quartet plus a different guest artist 
each week – always one of Britain’s 
leading soloists or vocalists. A two-
course meal for £15 is also available 
– please book in advance.

Tickets £10 members,  
£12 non-members
Visit  googliesjazz.co.uk

Celebrate Our Countryside
Saturday 18th April, all day
Meet outside Thompsons of Crews Hill

Enfield Road Watch is joining the 
National Day of Action for Nature, 
Parks and Green Spaces to help 
celebrate Crews Hill, as part of the 
campaign against the proposed new 
town. We will be hosting a range of 
activities and tours of the area and its 
many attractions!

Free to attend, booking may be 
needed for some activities
Email  enfieldroadwatch@gmail.com

CONCERT

BOWLS

CHILDREN

CROQUET

COFFEE

JAZZACTION

The Rowantree Choir’s  
Spring Concert
Saturday 25th April, 7.30pm
United Reformed Church, Fox 
Lane, Palmers Green  N13 4AL

The Rowantree Choir will be per-
forming Puccini’s Messa Di Gloria and 
other opera highlights, including the 
Grand March from Aida and Bizet’s 
Pearl Fishers’ Duet.

Advance tickets £17 adults,  
£8 children
Visit  ticketsource.co.uk/
rowantree-choir

Broomfield Bowls Club Open Day
Sunday 26th April, 12pm–5pm.
85a, Hedge Lane, Palmers Green 
N13 5SZ

Come and try lawn bowls for free. A 
game for all the family. Coaching and 
equipment provided. Just wear casual 
clothing and flat-soled shoes. Free 
refreshments, parking available.

Open day is free to attend
Call  07979 932 189

Expressive Arts for Health
Every Thursday from 16th April to 
18th June, 10.30am–12.30pm
Fore Street Library, 109–111 Fore 
Street, Edmonton  N18 2XF

A free ten-week creative wellbeing 
programme for adults using drawing, 
watercolour and visual journaling. For 
people experiencing isolation, anxiety 
or low mood.

Free to join, registration required
Visit  expressionsthrough.art

HEALTH

Lamb tantuni

Kanufe

Front counter
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ENFIELD CARERS CENTRE HAS

ENFIELD TOWN

PALMERS GREEN

PONDERS END

EDMONTON GREEN

BRIMSDOWN

New day care centre

Major revamp of community building

Pub turned into unauthorised HMO

body was discovered in the New 
River last month remains a mystery.

Emergency services were called 
to a stretch of the waterway just 
north of Carterhatch Lane at around 
7am on Sunday, 15th March by 
someone who spotted the partially 
submerged body. The man, aged 
in his 50s, was recovered from the 
water but pronounced dead.

Metropolitan Police officers 
spoke to local residents throughout 
the day but didn’t appear able to 

operate has been permanently 
revoked by Enfield Council after 
the business was repeatedly 
warned about indoor smoking and 
antisocial behaviour.

Union Bar & Restaurant Ltd at 
56 Aldermans Hill received sev-
eral warnings and inspection visits 
from the council’s environmental 
health officers last year, with 15 

announced the opening of a new 
day care centre for adults.

Connections opened its doors 
for the first time this month in a 
refurbished space in Queensway, 
near Ponders End High Street.

It offers activities for older 
people or those who need care, as 
well as respite for carers, comple-
menting the award-winning carer 
support services Enfield Carers 
Centre already provides.

Charity boss Pam Burke said: 
“We’re excited about opening our 
doors here in Ponders Ends and 
extending the support we provide 
to unpaid carers.

“We know we need more ser-
vices for people receiving care, so 
that unpaid carers have f lexible 
options for combining their caring 

of Community House has been 
completed.

Tenants and local people came 
together to celebrate the official 
reopening in late February.

The three-storey building in Fore 
Street is used by a number of local 
charities and voluntary groups but 
had previously been “under uti-
lised”. The revamped site now also 
houses a café, disability resource 
centre, daycare services for people 
with learning disabilities, as well 
as the previous voluntary and com-
munity service tenants.

Enfield Council hopes its invest-
ment in the refurbishment project 
“will attract more people to the 
hub and the services offered”.

been converted into an unautho-
rised house in multiple occupation 
(HMO) – despite Enfield Council 
launching an investigation five 
months ago.

The Local Democracy Reporting 
Service (LDRS) last month visited 
the site of The Station Tavern in 
Green Street, near Brimsdown 
Station, and found clear signs that 
people were living there, including 
a mailbox next to the property with 
a sign which said: “Letters here for 
HMO rooms.”

This is despite the council twice 
refusing planning permission to 
convert the building into a HMO 
last year.

A £3MILLION REFURBISHMENT

A FORMER PUB BUILDING HAS

The redesign was shaped in col-
laboration with tenants and user 
groups, ensuring colours, wayfin-
ding and new murals “reflect the 
identity and creativity of the com-
munity while making the building 
easier and more intuitive to use”.

Across the building, improve-
ments include fresh décor, new 
flooring and upgraded heating and 
ventilation. There is a new enclosed 
computer room, improved physio-
therapy rooms and accessible toilets.

The disability resource centre 
“supports disabled people to learn 
new skills, access wellbeing activi-
ties and build friendships”.

The revamp had originally been 
earmarked to cost £2.43m, but a 
council report confirmed that “the 

An initial application to convert 
the former pub into a HMO was 
refused last May. Then, in July, 
the council refused a second 
application, saying “the appli-
cant failed to address f lood risk 
requirements”.

After concerns were raised last 
October the building was being 
converted into a HMO without per-
mission, the council confirmed it 
was investigating to “determine the 
appropriate next steps,” adding it 
was “unable to provide any further 
information as this property relates 
to a live investigation”.

Asked to comment now there’s 
clear evidence of occupation at 
the former pub, a council spokes-
person said: “The council’s plan-
ning enforcement team is aware 
of the concerns raised regarding 

state of the building” in Fore Street 
was found to be “worse than was 
expected”. An extra £493,000 was 
earmarked for works “to cover critical 
activities such as compliance with fire 
regulations”. It brought the refurbish-
ment costs up to a total of £2.92m.

It’s now hoped that, with the 
improvements made and new cafe, 
more people will be encouraged 
to use the building and rent the 
spaces available.

the alleged use of the former Sta-
tion Tavern public house building 
as a house in multiple occupation 
(HMO) without the necessary plan-
ning consent.

“Planning enforcement cases can 
take time to progress, and this site 
is subject to many investigations. 
The council must ensure any inves-
tigation is thorough and robust, 
and all evidence is fully considered 
before deciding on the most appro-
priate course of action.

“As this is a current and ongo-
ing investigation, we are unable to 
comment further.”

The Station Tavern in Green Street 
has been closed to the public for 
nearly a decade, with plans to knock 
it down and build an “unsafe” tower 
block in its place finally rejected at 
the fourth time of asking in 2024.

In council documents the appli-
cant of the rejected HMO plans is 
named on the council’s planning 
portal as ‘Mr Tepe’. This is the same 
surname as the man behind the 
proposed tower block on the site 
of the pub, dubbed ‘Tepe Tower’.

Mr Tepe and his planning agent 
Huseyin Cicek were approached 
for comment. Huseyin said a third 
planning application for the HMO 
would soon be submitted.

piece together what had caused the 
man’s death.

Although police have not named 
the man, the Dispatch established 
he lived on his own at nearby 
Mahon Close, overlooking the 
New River.  Neighbour Beatrice 
Muzezu described him as “a good 
man” who “always said hello”.

Beatrice, who found out the news 
only after she returned from holi-
day, said it was “shocking” to hear.

A police spokesperson said: “The 
death is being treated as unex-
pected and enquiries are ongoing to 
establish the circumstances.”

complaints being made by local 
residents and councillors.

One of the major issues fre-
quently seen during inspection 
visits was smoking in an enclosed 
area, which is illegal. The restau-
rant also breached licence condi-
tions by serving alcohol without 
table meals, placed tables and 
chairs on the highway, and played 
loud music at night.

responsibilities with work, or to 
simply take a break, and manage 
their own health and wellbeing.

“Connections has been purpose 
built with users in mind, offering 
care in a new space provided by 
qualified, trained staff. Clients 
can expect services delivered with 
dignity and respect, in a safe and 
secure location.”

BY JOE IVES, LOCAL 
DEMOCRACY REPORTER

BY JAMES CRACKNELL

Dead body found in New River

Restaurant shut down by council

THE DEATH OF A MAN WHOSE

A RESTAURANT’S LICENCE TO

The Station Tavern has now  
been converted into a HMO   
Credit Joe Ives/LDRS

Community House reopened last month 
Credit  Enfield Council

Visitors to the day care centre on its 
opening day  Credit  Enfield Carers Centre
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ockfosters FC are now 
just one win away from 
competing at Wembley 
Stadium for the FA Vase.

The Chalk Lane club’s remark-
able cup journey took another dra-
matic step forward with a superb 
late surge to defeat Droylsden 
FC 4–2 and book their place in 
the semi-final of the competition, 
which is contested between clubs 
at the fifth and sixth steps of the 
non-league pyramid.

The quarter-final fixture on Sat-
urday, 28th February, presented 
one of the toughest assignments of 
the campaign. A lengthy trip north 
to Greater Manchester awaited 
Gavin Kelsey’s side, who faced 
an established and experienced 
Droylsden team in front of another 
large and expectant crowd. But as 
they have throughout this cup run, 
Cockfosters rose to the occasion.

In a fiercely contested match, the 
sides were locked together deep 
into the second half before Cockfos-
ters produced a decisive late spell 
to pull clear. A goal apiece from 
Conrad Holland and, on his debut, 
Ollie Sotoyinbo, proved decisive. It 
followed first-half goals from Cory 
Ugbomah and Kendall Gyamfi.

an Enfield Town pull 
off a second successive 
miraculous escape from 
relegation, against all 

the odds?
Lightning rarely strikes twice 

and, as the Dispatch went to press, 
Town’s hopes of retaining their 
National League South status 
were hanging by a thread.

With the 2025/26 league cam-
paign concluding on Saturday, 
25th April, the borough’s leading 
club are likely to need all the help 
they can get to prevent them spi-
ralling back down into step three 
of the non-league pyramid.

While they have undoubtedly 
been given a lift by the unex-
pected return of fans’ favour-
ite Jake Cass – who now lives 
predominantly in Dubai but has 
come out of retirement until 
the end of the season – manager 
Gavin Macpherson has stressed 
numerous times how much stron-
ger this division is compared to 
last year when the club ensured 
their survival on a dramatic final 
day of the campaign.

Throw into the mix the fact that 
more and more clubs in National 
League South are becoming full-
time and that fan-owned teams 
are inevitably disadvantaged when 
it comes to financial resources, 
and you get some idea of how 
Town have been punching above 
their weight.

But is it all about to end, and 
where do the club go if the 
worst comes to the worst and 
they are relegated back into the 
Isthmian League?

Much has been made on various 
fans’ forums in recent weeks about 
the need to change the consti-
tution for the club to advance, 
scrapping or at least moderating 
the fan-owned ethos and allowing 
for significant majority ownership. 
But any future sugar daddy would 
want a return on their money – 
certainly not a guarantee.

Plus, critically, any prospective 
new owner would have to have a 

Club committee member Tommy Rose 
on how the Spartan South Midlands 
League Premier Division minnows 

reached the semi-finals of the FA Vase

Andrew Warshaw on what relegation might mean 
for Enfield Town FC as season reaches a climax

Cockfosters one 
win from ‘dream’ 

Wembley final

Fight for survival 
continues as Towners 

consider future

The two late goals secured a 
memorable 4–2 victory, sparking 
celebrations among the travelling 
supporters who had made the long 
journey to witness another historic 
moment in the club’s season.

Next up are Kent-based Punjab 
United FC, who await in a two-
legged semi-final. For the first 
time in the club’s history, Cock-
fosters will compete in a last-four 
tie with a place in the Wembley 
final at stake.

The first leg will be played at 
Chalk Lane on Saturday, 28th 
March, with the return leg sched-
uled for the following weekend on 
Saturday, 4th April. Interest in the 
home fixture has been extraordi-
nary, with tickets selling rapidly 
and a capacity crowd expected as 
the local community turns out in 
force to support the club.

After a cup run defined by late 
goals, penalty shoot-out drama 
and determined performances 
on the road, Cockfosters now 
find themselves just 180 minutes 
away from the biggest stage in 
English football.

For a club that has already made 
history this season, the dream of 
Wembley is now closer than ever.

Cockfosters (in blue) defeated  
Droylsden 4-2 in the quarter final  

Credit  @‌els_photo_graphy

proper vision for the future, a fact 
not lost on those who remember 
what happened to the old club 
which folded under highly con-
tentious circumstances a gener-
ation ago.

“Obviously we would love to 
stay up, as the professionalism 
is so much better and it would 
eclipse anything we did last 
season,” Town vice-chairman Paul 
Millington told the Dispatch. “It 
would also mean we could tap into 
crucial additional funding, which 
we wouldn’t get at step three.

“But if we do get relegated, the 
silver lining is that we have the 
facilities to go straight back up 
again. We’ve tasted this level once 
and I’m sure that we could chal-
lenge to be able to do it again.”

Even though there are bigger 
clubs than Town, even at step 
three, with far greater finan-
cial might? “Are they really that 
much stronger? What we have 
is a debt-free club,” argued Paul. 
“We [spent] twelve years at step 
three and we know how compet-
itive it is. But as we also know in 
football, it can be boom one day 
and bust the next. What some of 
these clubs have done to try and 
get promotion is unsustainable.”

Ever the realist, having been at 

the forefront of Enfield Town’s 
very existence as a club, Paul 
doesn’t buy the argument that its 
unique status will necessarily have 
to change for it to move forward.

“Would it be a struggle to 
remain at step two as a fan-owned 
club? Maybe, but there are ways 
we could grow, for instance by 
increasing revenue streams, 
including sponsorship. Other 
predominantly fan-owned clubs 
have done it.

“Let’s face it, we’ve been find-
ing our feet over the last couple 
of years. This has been a big step 
up for everyone. We’ve moved 
from a club largely reliant on 
volunteers to a much more pro-
fessional basis.”

While future outside investment 
would certainly be considered – 
indeed encouraged – in terms of 
involvement in the running of 
the club, there is one no-go area, 
and that relates to Enfield Town’s 
99-year lease of the ground.

“The red line is never giving 
anybody any interest in the 
ground itself,” said Paul. “We’ve 
been there before and we all know 
what happened. It belongs to the 
club and its fans and the board 
would never ever entertain giving 
that away.”

Towners fans are proud of 
their history as England’s 
first fan-owned club
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Derek Grant, Young Notes, Ed Balleny, Suzanne Beard, Elizabeth Crosthwait, Chris Kaufman, Susan Cook, Basil Clarke, John Naughton, Right at Home Enfield, MumSing Choir., Lloyd Tew-Cragg, Andrew 
Warshaw, Neil Churchill, Dan Wright, Anthony Fisher, William Yates, Mervyn Maggs, Aditya Chakrabortty, Norman Bennett, Vivien Giladi, Greg Andrews, The Old Enfield Charitable Trust, Laura Davenport, 
Mick Wood, Francis Sealey, Caroline Banks, Joe Hickey, Petr Mitterbach, Tracy Hughes, Kristiana Heapy, Neil Bachelor, John Crowther, Hannah Salvidge, Sean Wilkinson, Julia Daniel, Philip Ridley, Robert 
Pite, Deborah Dalgleish, Steve King, Däna Roberts, Lauri Clarke, Anne Cullen, Ross Cunningham, Diana Goforth, Kirsten Lowe, Aurora Yaacov, Paula Lamont, Liz Wright, Adam White, Sue Grayson Ford, 
Sangeeta Waldron, Joe Studman, Zoe White, Harriet Ray, Hannah Dyson, Julie Nedza, Peter Krakowiak, Lynda Dyson, Chris Skilbeck, Peter Campling, Alison Shepherd, Chris Graham, Hari Ramanathan, 
Lindsay Rawlings, Carlo Rimini, Dennis Donoghue, I J Sneddon & C D Caplan, Bhasmank Mehta, Anita Jena-Smol, Jim Shepherd, Graham Halle, Thomas Whiteway, Anthony Maddox, Janet Carrick, Tricia 
Sharpe, Robert Dawes, Paul O’Brien, Richard Mapleston, Graham Cleur, Evan Hughes, Isobel Whittaker, Andrew Murray, Debbie McVitty, Richard Whitaker, Mark Shaw, Peter Moutell, Jane Maggs, John 
Cole, Vanessa Wiseman and Pat Kane, Caroline Bernard Moxey, Ioannis Chronakis, Caley Montgomery, Janice Nunn, Su Fairbairn, Linda Bartell, Fran Holmes, Elizabeth Hart, Boyd Goldie, Christopher Dey, 
Pauline Burdon, Helen Karamallakis, Tanya Ruth Sampson, Kim Pickering, Sharron Spice, Maria McCaul, Ruby Sampson, Garry Kousoulou, Pamela Rayner, Susan Davies, Frances Warboys, Pamela Stansall, 
Tamsin Green, Michael Dickinson, Richard Stones, Natasha Boydell, Martyn Stogden, Rupert Price, Meryn Cutler, Karl Brown, Kay Heather, Jerome OCallaghan, Matt Burn, Martin Russo, Marilyn hamilton, 
Bill Linton, Enfield Over 50s Forum, Mr. A Cleary, Stephen Evans, Ryan Hebbs, Bush Hill Park Residents Association, David Mickleburgh, John Machin, Sheila Spooner, Pat Kane, Sarah Jackson, Liz Gilbert, 
Edward Smith, Jenny Noon, Josepha Scotney, Alison Parker, Vicki Pite, John Woodger, Rob Hastings, Malcolm Sleath, Sarah Heyward, Nick Mayer, Martyn Axon, Margaret McHugh, Keith Morvan, Alice Kay, 
Liz Partridge, Graham Kilwin, Colinj Younger, Hal Haines, Patrick Laurence, Carole Todd, Janet Price, Tom O’Halloran, Dominic Studman, Alex Atherton, Enfield Croquet Club, Keith Tucker, Clare Hutchinson, 
Giovanni Ferrari, Rebecca Brown, Tony Murphy, Brenda Ayling, Kathleen Hall, Pat Bird, Dan Maier Extraordinary Design (Dan Maier), Guy Newey, Berl Goldbart, Susan Buswell, David Francis, Thomas Legge, 
Robert Rea, David Hilliard, Suzi Gillespie, Robert Fowler, Peter Paul, Stuart Cooke, Dave Hill, Terence Dacombe, Elaine Gibbs, Sarah Doyle, Maggie Butt, Jack Timbrell, Molly Greenyer, Sue Campbell, Carole 
Regan, Varnavas Christofi, Timothy Martin, Thomas Hawkins, Hilary Goldring, Soumaia Chetouan, Francesca Rhys-Williams, Andrew Carr, Ben Rider, Stephen Cox, Colin Sellers, Phil Gooch, Patrick Robinson, 
Helen Osman, Ruth Donaldson, Jamie Thunder, John Callen, Martin Brilliant, Paul Hutchinson, Melvin Cato, Alan Parry, Lee Chamberlain, Josh Welby, Joshua Guillen-Caamano, Cristina Agudo, Lawrence 
Dimery, Alison Sutherland, Neil Sowler, Nicholas Dutton, Lorraine Berry, Eric Deacon, Dennis Stacey, benita richenberg, Melvyn Newman, Frank Bayford, Jeni Barker, Geoff Bowden, Darren Luff, Carol Fisk, 
Per Hansen, Paul Everitt, Fiona Markey, Tom Lannon, Andrew Tillbrook, Khalid Sadur, Sheila Gahagan, Andrew Milne, Valerie Dinsmore, Monica Brady, Neil Littman, Jean Christous, Zerin Denizer, Rosamund 
Ellis, Victoria Neumark Jones, Jill Stedman, Charles Portsmouth, Noelle Skivington, Elizabeth Hibbs, Roland Jackson, Stephanos Ioannou, Mark Ashworth, rob aleck, Mr. Louis Michael LOIZOU, Dougal 
Lumby, Jennifer Williams, John & Helmi Martin, Josh Welby, Barbara Luckhurst, David Minihane, Philip Marshall, David Phillips, Ronald Hunter, Michael Gooding, Centric publishing, Peter Nwosu, Hazel 
Kinsler, Stephen Deamer, Julia Davenport, Geoff Elliott, Claire Cahill, Andrew Rycraft, Bush Hill Park Residents Association, The Enfield Society, Friends of Hillyfields. 

We also thank our patrons for their generous support:
Laura Davenport, Karl Brown, Anthony Fisher, Local Motion – Paul Everitt, Jane Maggs, Carol Fisk, Encaf - Francis Sealey, John Callen, Dan Maier, Phil Gooch / Scholarcy, Carlo Rimini

This month, 283 supporters contributed 27% of our monthly costs. While the paper 
remains free to read in print and online, every penny of income is reinvested in our 

local journalism. Can you support us with £5 per month to help us do more?

Find out more at: enfielddispatch.co.uk/support-us
OUR CURRENT SUPPORTERS

With continued support from Dispatch readers we aim to:
Produce more local journalism | Expand the  
size of the paper | Publish more frequently

Enfield Dispatch is published by Social Spider Community  
News, a not-for-profit social enterprise. Our mission is to hold 

authority to account and provide a platform for the community. 
But because we have no shareholders or wealthy backers we  

rely on local people and organisations to support our journalism. 
The number of supporters making monthly contributions is 

growing steadily — helping us to break even and look  
at how we can grow as a publication. 

Support your local paper


