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he future of Enfield is in 
the balance as 333 can-
didates fight for 63 seats 
across 25 wards – with the 

outcome of this year’s local election 
more difficult to predict than any 
vote in the borough’s history.

Voters head to the polls on Thurs-
day, 7th May, although the results 
will not be known until later the 
next day, as there will be a daytime 
count held on the Friday instead of 
on the night of the election itself.

The Dispatch website will carry 
live coverage throughout the day.

Enfield Council has been con-
trolled by a majority Labour 
administration for the past 16 
years, but the ruling party has 
been losing support locally since 
2018. A resurgent Conservative 
group now hope to win outright 

control, while several other parties 
could also gain significant repre-
sentation at Enfield Civic Centre 
– and possibly even hold the bal-
ance of power if no single party 
can attain a majority.

While the Tories, Liberal Dem-
ocrats, Greens, Reform UK and 
Enfield Community Independents 
represent different parts of the 
political spectrum, the issue in 
Enfield unifying them all is the 
fate of the borough’s Green Belt.

Put simply, Labour want to build 
thousands of homes on it – the 
rest want to protect it.

The future of the Green Belt was 
already a key issue at the time of 
the last election in 2022, which 
took place less than a year after 
the Labour administration had pub-
lished its first draft Local Plan. At 
that time, the council had proposed 
around 6,000 homes on Crews 
Hill and an area of farmland near 
World’s End it called ‘Chase Park’.

The 2022 election saw Labour 
lose eight seats to the Conserva-
tives but, undeterred, the admin-
istration doubled down 18 months 
later by publishing a second draft 
of the Local Plan which proposed 
more than 9,000 Green Belt homes.

Just as the council was finalising 
this plan, amid a series of public 
examination hearings last year, the 
Labour government announced its 
‘new towns’ programme – with 
Crews Hill and Chase Park now 
slated for 21,000 homes.

On a visit last month to Enfield 
– but not Crews Hill – Housing 
Secretary Steve Reed spoke to the 
Dispatch about his vision for the new 
town. In the interview (available in 
full on page four) Reed was asked 
how the election of a Conservative- 
led council wanting to “save the 
Green Belt” might affect his govern-
ment’s plans.

“We need a Labour council here 
to help realise its potential – the 

Control of Enfield Civic Centre 
up for grabs as election looms

T
Tories don’t want to build homes,” 
claimed Reed.

Labour council leader Ergin 
Erbil echoed this sentiment in his 
own interview ahead of the elec-
tion (available on page ten). “We 
need to build genuinely affordable 
homes,” he said. “The inaccessi-
ble fields, the golf courses, the 
garden centres and the car parks 
that are currently labelled Green 
Belt, I would argue that they’re 
not genuine Green Belt.”

But the opposition parties point 
out that Meridian Water –  the 
council’s flagship housing project 
being built on brownfield land in 
Edmonton – has produced just 301 
homes out of a 10,000 target since 
work began five years ago.

In his own election interview 
(available to read on page eleven) 
Enfield Conservatives leader Ales-
sandro Georgiou explained his 

BY JAMES CRACKNELL &  
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NEWS

Jade Lennon, Richard 
Cubitt, David Williamson, 

Neil Littman, Tommy 
Rose, Andrew Warshaw Body found 

in woods

Men charged 
with murder

he discovery of human 
remains in an Enfield wood-
land on Monday, 6th April 

is not being treated by police as 
suspicious.

The Metropolitan Police Service 
indicated the man was likely to 
have died four years ago and taken 
his own life.

The body was discovered in 
Brooke Wood, just off The Ridge-
way near Botany Bay village, at 
around 12pm. It was accompanied 
with belongings containing ID, 
which enabled the police to iden-
tify the man, although his name 
has not been released.

A Met spokesperson said: “Offi-
cers were called to Brooke Wood, 
Enfield, following the discovery  
of suspected human remains.

“Officers attended. Enquiries con-
tinue to establish the circumstances 
but the matter is not believed  
to be suspicious at this stage.

“Anybody with information is 
urged to call 101, quoting refer-
ence 2788/06APR.”

hree men from Enfield have 
been charged with murder 
following a fatal stabbing  

at Primrose Hill last month.
On Tuesday, 7th April, 21-year-

old Finbar Sullivan was fatally 
stabbed at the London tourist 
hotspot at around 6.40pm.

Oliuwadamilola Ogunyankinnu, 
aged 27 and of Southbury Road 
in Enfield; Alexis Bidace, aged 
25 and of Fore Street in Angel 
Edmonton; and Ernest Boateng, 
aged 25 and of Keswick Drive in 
Bullsmoor; were all arrested and 
charged with Finbar’s murder.

The three have all appeared  
in court but have yet to enter 
any pleas. 

A provisional trial date has been 
set for April next year.

Khalid Abdulqadir, aged 18 and 
of Fellows Road in Camden, has 
also been charged with grievous 
bodily harm, violent disorder and 
possession of a knife.

The investigation is ongoing, 
with police continuing to ask 
anyone with relevant information 
to contact police on 101, quoting 
reference 6448/07Apr.

An anonymous report can be 
made via Crimestoppers on 0800 
555 111.

T

T

nforcement of park-
ing laws in Enfield has 
improved significantly 
over the past year, new 

figures show.
The number of penalty charge 

notices (PCNs) for parking viola-
tions in the borough has risen 
by 71% – from 71,005 fines in 
2024/25 up to 121,429 fines for 
2025/26.

This is according to data 
released following a Freedom of 
Information Act request by the 
Dispatch. Figures available through 
London Councils also confirm 
that the parking PCN total for 
Enf ield in 2025/26 is higher 
than any year since London- 
wide data collection began in 
2018/19.

At the beginning of last year, 
Dispatch readers were asked to 
send in their own evidence of 
illegal parking in their local 
areas, with 40 of the worst exam-
ples then published in the March 
2025 issue, out of 150 submitted 
to the paper in total.

The widespread flouting of park-
ing rules – particularly through 
parking on pavements, which cre-
ates a safety hazard for pedestrians 
– was condemned at the time by 
council leader Ergin Erbil.

Cllr Erbil subsequently prom-
ised a crackdown on the problem, 

opposition to building on Green 
Belt and said: “It’s about protect-
ing the environment, it’s about 
protecting jobs – and it’s about 
protecting Enfield’s heritage.”

Cllr Georgiou hopes to soon be 
leading the council – and has even 
persuaded a former Labour cabi-
net member to stand alongside 
him for the Tories.

Dino Leminodes, the council’s 
cabinet member for f inance 
between 2014 and 2018, decided 
last year to join the Conservatives 
and is now standing for the party 
in Bowes ward.

E
and instructed council parking 
contractor NSL to employ addi-
tional enforcement officers. NSL’s 
Enfield enforcement team was 
eventually expanded to 50 staff, 
up from 36 at the start of 2025.

The larger enforcement team 
has had the desired effect, with 
a big rise in the number of PCNs 
being issued. The number of 
impounded vehicles has also 
gone up, from 1,002 in 2024/25 
to 1,081 in 2025/26.

Cllr Erbil welcomed the news. 
He said: “If you push a pram, use 
a wheelchair, are elderly or have 
mobility issues, you shouldn’t be 
forced to walk or be pushed into 
the road because of inconsiderate 
parking on pavements by incon-
siderate drivers.

Explaining his switch of political  
allegiance, Lemonides told the 
Dispatch he thought Enf ield 
Labour had become “self serving” 
and said: “This is a local election 
and I want to see the end of the 
Labour administration.”

The ex-Labour councillor 
added: “I think he [Cllr Georgiou] 
has a better handle on running 
the council.”

Also interviewed for this paper 
(starting from page twelve) are the 
local representatives from Reform 
UK, Enfield Community Indepen-
dents, the Green Party and Liberal 
Democrats. All have vowed to pro-
tect the Green Belt if elected.

“I would like to pay tribute to 
our hard-working enforcement 
teams, who are working hard 
every day. We want safer and 
cleaner streets, and making sure 
our rules are enforced properly is 
a massive part of that.”

Both Enf ield Labour and 
Enfield Conservatives are making 
further pledges to clamp down 
on illegal parking in their elec-
tion manifestos, ahead of polling 
day on Thursday, 7th May. 

Labour are committing to 
introduce “a dedicated parking 
enforcement team for each town 
centre” in Enfield, while the 
Tories want to implement “24-
hour parking enforcement across 
the borough to keep our roads 
clear and safe”.

Asked what would represent 
success for his group of left-wing 
activists, Enfield Community Inde-
pendents founder Khalid Sadur told 
the Dispatch: “We want to remove 
the leader of the council from 
Edmonton Green […] we want to 
have that Portillo moment.”

Polling stations are open from 
7am until 10pm on Thursday, 
7th May. Depending on the size of 
their ward, registered voters will 
be electing either two or three 
councillors to represent them – 
using a corresponding number of 
votes. Everyone must bring a form 
of photographic identification to 
be able to vote.

BY JAMES CRACKNELL

PCNs issued 
for parking 
violations rose 
by 71% across 
Enfield last year

Big rise in parking fines 
issued across Enfield

Council leader Ergin Erbil has welcomed news 
that 71% more PCNs for illegal parking were 

issued in 2025/26 compared to the previous year

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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The per fect blend of
Compassionate care and luxury living

Signature is proud to present a brand-new luxury care home in Enfi eld

Featuring 94 apartments and a huge range of communal facilities, Signature at En� eld 
will o� er assisted living, nursing, dementia, respite and rehabilitation care. 

RESIDENTIAL� |�NURSING� |�DEMENTIA CARE� |�RESPITE� |�REHABILITATION� |�DAY CARE

AT ENFIELD

For more information, please contact our Client Liaison Team 
on 020 3814 8432 or email enquiries.enfi eld@signaturesl.co.uk

Opening from Summer 2026

1 Sika Gardens, The Ridgeway, Enfi eld EN2 8AR signature-care-homes.co.uk 
SIGNATURE AT ENFIELD

Be one of the � rst to view our
one-bedroom and studio apartment 
show suites, meet our team, discover the 
exceptional amenities and learn more 
about the personalised care we provide.

Show 
suites 
now open

SCAN 
TO FIND 

OUT MORE

SIG_ADV_ENF_0326_EnfieldDispatch_05.indd   1 22/04/2026   11:37
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Housing Secretary Steve Reed 
insists he is “keen” to visit Crews 
Hill where a 21,000-home ‘new 
town’ is being planned – despite 

missing the chance to go there while dropping 
into Enfield for a photo opp last month.

Reed arrived in Enfield Wash on Thursday, 
9th April to help publicise his government’s 
recent announcement that the area would 
benefit from a £20million cash injection as 
part of its ‘Pride in Place’ fund, with parts of 
Edmonton also named as one of the chosen 
areas to receive funding of £2m every year 
for a decade.

While visiting Enfield Wash, Reed met 
with Enfield Council leader Ergin Erbil, 
Enfield North MP Feryal Clark and many 
other local Labour politicians campaigning 
for the local election, who gathered for a 
photo opportunity in Hertford Road.

The Dispatch was invited to the event 
to speak to Reed about the Pride in Place 
funding but instead chose to use the ten 
minutes available to quiz the government’s 
housing chief on the new town at Crews 
Hill and ‘Chase Park’, which were named 
in March as among seven shortlisted sites 
where the construction of thousands of 
homes will be accelerated – with “spades 
in the ground” by 2029.

At Crews Hill and Chase Park – better 
known locally as Vicarage Farm – the new 
town proposal more than doubles the 
council’s own Local Plan target of building 
9,200 homes on the Green Belt sites in the 
north-west of the borough.

One of many controversial aspects to 
the development is the fate of Crews Hill’s 
‘golden mile’ of garden centres and other 
horticultural businesses – which include 
scores of family-run firms employing hun-
dreds of local people – that will be forced to 
leave the area to make way for new homes.

So why did Reed not take the chance to 
visit Crews Hill and see the garden centres 
for himself?

“I’m not going there today, I’m going 
to a few other places, but I am keen to get 
there,” Reed told the Dispatch over a coffee 
at Best Cafe in Hertford Road.

“It is one of several areas that have been 
selected for a new town, the first wave of 
new towns since the post-war new towns, 
and it is an opportunity to rethink how we 
live together and what the communities 
of the future need to look like – it is very 

exciting for Enfield that one of them is going 
to be here.”

But does Reed plan to visit Crews Hill 
and the other six new town sites at some 
point soon?

“I’d like to, if I can, I have probably got 
a bit of time.”

The Dispatch then asked Reed about the 
impact on local businesses.

“I am sure there are all sorts of changes 
that will need to happen. There will be 
some businesses that need to relocate but 
this new town will create many, many more 
opportunities for new businesses, new jobs 
for people, new start-ups – none of that is 
possible without a new town.

“I know you are going to get some people 
will look at the negative aspects of it, but 
they are so outweighed by the positive 
aspects of it. Of course, businesses that are 
already there need to be supported.”

Local business owners have yet to see 
much evidence of this, however. Rod Thomp-
son, owner of Thompsons of Crews Hill, said 
last month he had still not received any kind 
of communication from the council on the 
issue – and even said he was unaware of the 
government’s ongoing public consultation 
on its new towns programme.

Last year, barrister Matthew Reed KC (no 
relation) revealed the council would be 
issuing compulsory purchase orders to any 
local landowner at Crews Hill who refused 
to either sell up to housing developers or 
to move their business out of the area to 
enable new homes to be built.

Asked about this point at Best Cafe, Steve 
Reed said: “I am sure the council will be listen-
ing. It’s up to the council, not the secretary of 
state, to do that work. they can sit down with 
the businesses, they can talk to the businesses 
about how they can be relocated and operate 
somewhere else, but the opportunities here 
are what we should focus on.”

But can Reed provide assurance there 
won’t be a net loss of jobs across the new 
town area?

“There will be an increase of jobs because 

that is what we are putting the new town 
in place for. Someone has got to build these 
new towns. There will be businesses in the 
new towns.”

The Dispatch asked Reed about local infra-
structure, and whether promised improve-
ments such as a new bus service for Crews 
Hill would be in place by the time the first 
new houses are built, starting in 2029.

“Well, it won’t be for me to decide that, 
that would be for TfL who will be engaging 
with the council and the MP. But absolutely 
we need to improve public transport.”

As the Dispatch was permitted one final 
question, Reed was informed that if the 
Crews Hill new town is constructed at the 

To take part in the government consultation on new towns 
before the deadline on Tuesday, 19th May:
Visit  consult.communities.gov.uk/new-towns/new-towns-
draft-programme-consultation 

Steve Reed visited Enfield in 
April but missed the chance 

to see the ‘new town’ site

Housing secretary insists Crews Hill 
businesses ‘will be supported’

same rate as the council’s flagship housing 
scheme, Meridian Water – where just 301 
homes have been built in five years – the 
new town’s 21,000 homes would not be 
completed for another 350 years.

Does Reed therefore have confidence the 
council can successfully lead such a scheme?

“I have been so impressed by the quality 
of the council leader and his ambition for 
this area and the team he has around them 
and his cabinet,” Reed said.

“But we will work with this council to make 
sure there is appropriate governance to make 
sure there is the building rate required.”

Even if Enfield Conservatives – who have 
vowed to halt the new town – take control 
after the election on Thursday, 7th May?

“Well I hope that won’t happen, the Tories 
held Enfield back for 14 years, they cut its 
funding drastically and failed to fund the 
needs of the growing population.

“This Labour government has given 
Enfield one of the biggest increases in 
funding in the country, we have put our 
money behind Enfield and we need a Labour 
council here to help realise its potential 
– the Tories don’t want to build homes.”

Steve Reed (centre) visited Enfield Wash to promote the £20m Pride in Place funding his government has awarded the area

Advertisement

BY JAMES CRACKNELL

• FUN, EASY, STEP BY STEP
• Develop impressive new skills  

in a friendly atmosphere
• 3 hour sessions, morning or 

afternoon, for 3 1/2 months
• Learn how to make Art you can 

give as gifts or sell at craft fairs
• Get arty and make the Class  

your favourite day of the week!

Classes run: Tues eve, 
Thursday and Friday

THIS IS THE

YOU’VE ALWAYS  
WANTED

ART
CLASS

Make New Friends & Learn New Skills

ABSOLUTE BEGINNERS TO IMPROVERS
WILL LOVE THIS COURSE!

Thinking of joining us? 020 4542 7606
Schindler Hall, 75 Chase Road

Road, London  N14 4QY

www.theseasonsartclass.com
Spaces now open
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Don't miss out! Book your tickets now for the best entertainment in North London at Millfield Theatre!

LEVEL UP LIVE - WITH THE LEWIS 
SISTERS
23rd May 2026 | 4:30pm
Tickets: £15

THE ELO ENCOUNTER
22nd May 2026  | 7:30pm
Tickets: £27.50

FEARLESSLY TAYLOR
31st May 2026 | 4pm
Tickets: £16.50

GIVE ME THE NIGHT
20th June 26 | 7:30pm
Tickets: £28.50

AN EVENING OF CLASSIC REGGAE
12th June 2026 | 7:30pm
Tickets: £31.50

MEMORY LANE: PHASE 2 - A SHOW 
BY KXBY TXRNER
24th May 2026 | 6pm
Tickets from 13.50

CELEBRATING CELINE
26th June 2026 | 7.30pm
Tickets: £31.50

JIVE TALKIN (BEE GEES)
12th September 2026 | 7:30pm
Tickets: £29.50

SUGAR PIE HONEY BUNCH - THE 
MUSIC OF THE FOUR TOPS
27th September 2026 | 7:30pm
Tickets: £29.50

JUST LIKE LUTHER
19th September 2026 | 7:30pm
Tickets: £30.50

K-POP POWER & POP IDOLS: 
SPOOKY EDITION
1st November 2026 | 1pm & 4:30pm 
Tickets: £22.50

ABBAMANIA
30th September 2026 | 7:30pm
Tickets: £31

OH WHAT A NIGHT
15th May 2026 | 7:30pm
Tickets: £28.50

WINNER MAN
16th May 2026 | 7pm
Tickets: £21.50

TALON - THE BEST OF EAGLES
7th November 2026 | 7:30pm
Tickets: 31.50

BEAUTY AND THE INCREDIBLE 
BEAST
4th-30th December 2026
Tickets from £19.50

Silver Street, N18 1PJ
020 8807 6680
www.millfieldtheatre.co.uk

Scan to book 
your tickets now!

WHAT’S ON AT MILLFIELD THEATRE

Thinking of joining us? 020 4542 7606

Road, London  N14 4QY

www.theseasonsartclass.com
Spaces now open
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LocalMotion Enfield is part of a UK-wide  
movement for community-led change

We’re proud to partner with Enfield Dispatch  
to share local voices and stories

LocalMotion Enfield Special Focus for Mental Health Awareness Month In May

In a time where men are told that they 
can be vulnerable, it is vital to ask: is 
this truly the reality for men, espe-
cially for black men?

While conversations around mental 
health have become more open in recent 
years, there remains a significant gap in 
how support is accessed and experienced.

The stark truth is that black men are 
often overlooked in the early stages of 
mental health support, yet are dispropor-
tionately represented at the point of crisis. 
By the time support is offered, it is often 
too late, reactive rather than preventative, 
and rarely equipped to address the lived 
realities of their experiences.

This is where people within the commu-
nity step in to bridge that gap. One of those 
individuals is Courtney Brown, chief exec-
utive of Father2Father. He is a social entre-
preneur with skill sets in trauma-informed 
practice, expert by experience practice, 
restorative practice, mental health first aid 
and community advocacy.

Courtney’s work is grounded in lived 
experience and a deep understanding of the 

Jim Wasswa and Ruben Cabral speak to Courtney Brown, CEO of Father2Father  
and community leader, about the lack of support for black men and mental health

Helping black men to open up

needs within his community. When we had 
the opportunity to interview him, he spoke 
with pride about Edmonton, a place that 
holds deep meaning for him.

For Courtney, Edmonton represents com-
munity, identity and home. It is where his 
roots are grounded and where his pur-
pose continues to grow. He also ref lected 
on how the Enfield he grew up in had no 
social media and how its presence today 
has shaped identity and inf luence among 
younger generations.

Reflecting on his journey, he shared a time 
when he struggled with identity. He spoke 
openly about wearing different masks to 
navigate life, presenting himself through 
material success, such as living a champagne 
lifestyle with money, designer clothing and 
attention from women.

These were not simply lifestyle choices, 
but shields used to hide the pain of a young 
boy who wanted to be loved, understood and 
seen. His honesty reveals a deeper truth: 
many men are not lacking strength but 
spaces where they can safely express vulner-
ability without judgement.

This highlights the urgent need for inten-
tional spaces where black men can connect, 

Courtney Brown is a social 
entrepreneur and the chief 
executive of Father2Father  

Credit  Ruben Cabral

“Many men are not 
lacking strength but 
spaces where they 
can safely express 
vulnerability 
without judgement”
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iving with a hidden 
disability doesn’t just 
affect our bodies – it 
can affect our mental 

health in ways that are often 
invisible to others.

On the outside, I may look 
fine. But beneath that, I am 
managing conditions includ-
ing Ehlers-Danlos syndrome, 
fibromyalgia, postural ortho-
static tachycardia syndrome 
and widespread arthritis, which 
cause chronic pain, fatigue, and 
limitations that shape every 
part of my day.

There are times when I cannot 
leave the house, not because I 
don’t want to, but because my 
body won’t allow it. Over time, 
that leads to isolation – and iso-
lation has a profound impact on 
mental wellbeing.

Alongside this, I live with 
depression, anxiety, complex 
post-traumatic stress disor-

he mental health 
treatment system is 
invaluable and the 
services provided are 

for the common good of com-
munities across the country.

However, there are gaps in 
the system, and one of these is 
in the approach to provision of 
mental health services.

At the moment, the approach 
is based on defined pathways 
which service users have to 
follow, otherwise they risk 
being discharged back to their 
GP, and effectively being denied 
any form of therapeutic care.

These defined pathways work, 
for some, not for all. For exam-
ple, group therapy may be good 
but some people have difficul-

Monique Fenton on how her physical and 
mental health conditions affect her daily life

Living with hidden disabilities

Rethinking mental health services
Elizabet Ekpenyong, a lived experience advisor for LocalMotion Enfield, 
on how person-centred treatment could help improve NHS treatment

For more information:
Visit  father2father.co.uk

Get in touch with EDIE:
Email  edie@localmotionenfield.org.uk

heal, reflect and speak openly; spaces where 
vulnerability is not seen as weakness, but as 
a pathway to growth.

In response to this need, an initiative is 
being introduced to the community: Men 
CHAT Too. Developed by Father2Father, it 
is an accredited counselling and healing 
programme designed to create exactly that 
kind of space.

So why Enfield, and why now? As a pilot 
initiative, there is no better place to begin 
than within the communities that shaped 
the very experiences it seeks to address. The 
programme will run over eleven sessions, 
covering key areas such as a basic intro-
duction to counselling, mental wellbeing, 
fatherhood, healthy relationships, child 
development and personal development. 
These topics are carefully chosen to address 
areas where many men silently struggle.

At its core, the programme creates a cul-
turally competent space, one that respects 
the unique social, cultural and emotional 
realities of black men. It offers an oppor-
tunity to process unresolved experiences 
from both adolescence and adulthood, sup-
porting participants in becoming not only 
better individuals but stronger fathers, 
trauma informed practitioners and com-
munity advocates.

An additional strength of the programme 
lies in its accreditation in introductory 
counselling. This is not only about personal 
healing but also about building capacity 
within the community – by  equipping 
men with foundational counselling skills 
and positive male role models. This cre-
ates a ripple effect where those who heal 
are able to can support others. This app- 
roach represents a shift from dependency 
to empowerment.

Courtney does not present himself as per-
fect. He speaks openly about experiencing 
an emotionally absent father and acknowl-
edges that he has made some of the same 
mistakes. However, what sets him apart 
from his mistakes is his willingness to take 
accountability. He recognises the need for 
change and the need to heal himself if he 
wants to heal his household.

This pivotal moment shows that healing 
is a choice and growth is possible!

Ultimately, spaces like this are vital. Too 
often, black men move between work, 
home, and education systems where they 
are defined by what they do rather than who 
they are. Their humanity is overlooked, their 
emotions dismissed, and their struggles mis-
understood. Men CHAT Too challenges that 
reality, creating a space where black men 
are recognised fully as individuals, fathers, 
sons and human beings.

der and panic attacks. These 
don’t exist separately from my 
physical health – they interact 
with it.

When my mental health is 
low, I can find it almost impos-

ties speaking in a group. In the 
same way, cognitive behavioural 
therapy does not work for every-
one, and some find alternative 
therapies, such as art, to be 
better suited to their needs.

The result is reluctant, or no, 
engagement with therapy by 
service users.

There is a need to adopt a dif-
ferent approach to mental health 
service delivery. Person-centred 
care focuses on the needs of 
the individual. It ensures that 
people’s preferences, needs and 
values guide clinical decisions 
and provides care that is respect-
ful of and responsive to them.

It argues, according to NHS 
England, that “health and 
wellbeing outcomes need to 

sible to do the very things 
that help support my physical 
wellbeing, such as going out 
for walks, exercise, preparing 
healthy meals, or even basic self-
care. It becomes a vicious cycle 

be co-produced by individuals 
and members of the workforce 
working in partnership, with 
evidence suggesting that this 
provides better patient out-
comes and costs less to health 
and care systems”.

This begs the question, if there 
is evidence of person-centred 
care providing better patient 
outcomes, why is it not at the 
heart of mental health care?

If a person-centred approach 
were applied to mental health 
treatment, then service users’ 
preferences would be taken on 
board in designing their treat-
ment and care package.

There is a need to be inten-
tional in addressing mental 
health treatment. At the forefront 

that is hard to break.
What makes this harder is 

that my disabilities cannot 
be seen. Even when I explain 
them, the lack of visible evi-
dence can lead to disbelief or 
people simply forgetting. So, 
like many others, I mask; push-
ing through so I don’t inconve-
nience others.

But carrying it all quietly 
takes its toll.

For Mental Health Aware-
ness Month, I ask this: please 
don’t assume that someone 
is ‘f ine’ just because they 
look it. Believe people when 
they share their experiences. 
A little more understanding, 
patience and compassion can 
make a meaningful differ-
ence to those of us living with 
hidden disabilities.

Groups like Empowering 
Disability in Enfield (EDIE) are 
helping to create spaces where 
people with lived experience can 
feel seen, heard and less alone.

of service delivery should be the 
good of the service user, look-
ing at the service user’s values, 
preferences and needs.

There is no denying that this 
approach might make the initial 
on-boarding process longer, but 
the result will be engaged ser-
vice users and better outcomes.

Monique Fenton

Elisabet Ekpenyong  Credit  Kai Images
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mysterious locked 
gate is preventing 
residents in Palmers 
Green from accessing 

a local shortcut over a stream.
The gate blocks a small foot-

bridge over Pymmes Brook, 
between Westminster Drive and 
Broomfield Avenue. It provides a 
shortcut to reach a row of shops 
on the North Circular or, in the 
other direction, to reach Palmers 
Green Station.

A sign on the gate states the 
bridge is “for use by members 
of Westminster Drive Residents’ 
Association only” but residents 
who previously had a key to the 
gate say the locks were changed 
last summer – and they don’t 
know why.

The part of Westminster Drive 
leading to the footbridge isn’t 
adopted by Enfield Council, and 
is privately owned by Fairview 
New Homes Ltd, which previously 
redeveloped the site. The company 
states that that “the residents’ 

nfield’s household recy-
cling rate is continuing 
to fall, the latest fig- 
ures show.

The Department for Environ-
ment, Food and Rural Affairs 
recently released its annual 
report into local authority 
waste collections, which shows 
that Enfield’s rate of household 
recycling in 2024/25 had fallen 
to 32.9%, down from 33% in 
2023/24 and 34.2% in 2022/23.

This is despite Enfield Council’s 
own climate action plan prom-
ising that “Enfield will have a 
circular economy with increased 
recycling, composting, and waste 
used as a resource resulting in 

ore than £1million 
in funding has been 
secured by Enf ield 
Council to deliver a 

series of f lood alleviation projects 
across the borough.

The funding, confirmed by the 
Environment Agency for the upcom-
ing 2026/27 f inancial year, will 
support a range of projects in both 
urban and rural areas.

The projects include natural flood 
management for Salmons Brook at 
Enfield Chase, a f lood alleviation 
scheme in Bullsmoor where the 
Turkey Brook flows through, a new 
wetlands at Enfield Playing Fields, as 
well as sustainable drainage systems 
for Grange Park Primary, Highlands, 
De Bohun and Eversley schools.

The investment forms part of the 
council’s long-term strategy to reduce 
flood risk across the borough.

The funding has been made possible 
through partnership working between 
the council, Environment Agency and 
the Department for Education.

Sabri Ozaydin, the council’s cab-
inet member for environment and 
placemaking, said: “This significant 
investment is a major step forward in 
our work to protect Enfield residents 
from the increasing risks of flooding 
caused by climate change. We are 
proud to be working with partners 
to deliver innovative projects that 
not only reduce f lood risk but also 
enhance our natural environment 
and create greener, healthier spaces 
for our communities.

“From wetlands and natural flood 
management schemes to sustainable 
drainage in schools, this programme 
reflects our long-term commitment 
to building a more resilient Enfield.”

Work on the projects is expected to 
progress throughout the year.

Council wins 
funding to help 

combat flooding
More than £1m has 
been handed to the 
civic centre by the 

Environment Agency 
to support a variety of 

different schemes

Locked gate mystifies local residents
The gate blocks Palmers Green residents from crossing the 
Pymmes Brook to reach local shops or the railway station

Latest figures show the 
borough is still moving 
backwards on recycling

Enfield’s recycling rate continues to fall

association is responsible for the 
management and maintenance of 
the bridge as well as maintaining 
the small strip of land we own”.

The Dispatch attempted to reach 
Westminster Drive Residents’ Asso-
ciation by phone but received no 
response. There is no website or 
email address listed for the group.

Local resident Steven Adderley, 
who is not a member of the asso-
ciation, argues the arrangement 
doesn’t make sense and is unfair.

overall waste reduction of 30% 
from our baseline by 2040”.

This  plan has seemingly 
achieved little to improve recy-
cling in recent years, as rates 
have stagnated – although they 
do remain slightly above the 
London average of 32.6%.

At one point Enfield had been 
the best performing borough 
within the North London Waste 
Authority (NLWA) area, but has 
now been overtaken by Wal-
tham Forest.

NLWA, which co-ordinates 
waste disposal across Barnet, 
Camden, Enfield, Hackney, Har-
ingey, Islington and Waltham 
Forest, has set a household recy-
cling target of 50%.

But all these boroughs remain 

He said: “The problem seems to 
be that Enfield Council didn’t adopt 
the road when the new houses 
were build at the end of Westmin-
ster Drive, so this part of the road 
is effectively private property.

“This means that the residents’ 
association was able to install a 
gate without consulting other 
residents in the road, and can 
control who has access to keys.

“It’s a signif icant inconve-
nience for us, and there doesn’t 
seem to be a reason why other 
residents in the road should not 
be able to have keys as well.”

Planning permission for the 
gate was granted in June 2005, 
but the council’s planning portal 
offers no further information as 
to why the gate was requested.

Steven said he “has no idea” 
how some other residents 
obtained keys for the gate. He also 
expressed how inconvenient it is 
that only some residents have a 
key and others not.

The footpath has been included 
on Ordnance Survey maps since 
1947, showing it was in use 

a long way from achieving the 
target. NLWA’s own average recy-
cling rate has fallen from 29.8% 
in 2023/24 to 28.5% in 2024/25, 
a much faster drop than across 
London as a whole.

In Enfield, the highest house-
hold recycling rate the borough 
has achieved was 39.1% in 
2013/14.

Approached for a response, 
the council pointed out that the 
borough ranked 14th out of 32 
London boroughs for recycling 
and that one of the main reasons 
for decreasing rates was because 
of an increase in contamination 
of recycling, where residents 
place the wrong items in bins.

Efforts to boost recycling 
include a number of trials to 
increase food waste recycling, 
which improved food waste col-
lection by 30% and halved con-
tamination, according to the 
council. There is also now set 
to be a relaunch of recycling in 
f lats, improving collection and 

decades prior to the installation 
of the gate, as paths must be used 
for a minimum of 20 years to be 
added to the map.

Steven therefore believes the 
locked gate represents “ille-
gal blockage” which should be 
removed. He has called on the 
council to act to add the footbridge 
and path to its “definitive map” 
and added: “This also raises ques-
tions about private developers of 
new estates retaining ownership 
of the roads within them.

“Enfield Council may have 
wanted to avoid assuming the 
costs of maintenance of the 
new roads, but this has effec-
tively privatised what should be 
public space. Had the extension 
of Westminster Drive been the 
public highway, the conditions 
for gaining permission to install 
a gate would have been stricter, 
and required more consultation.”

A council spokesperson said: 
“The council does not own or 
operate the gate. It is a privately 
owned, therefore the council will 
not be able to comment.”

introducing food waste services 
to all flats.

Under Labour six years ago, 
household bin collections in 
Enfield moved to fortnightly, but 
the Conservatives have promised 
to reintroduce weekly collections 
of both recycling and general 
waste should they win power 
after the election on 7th May. In 
response to the pledge, Labour 
have vowed to bring back weekly 
recycling rounds, but stopped 
short of also promising weekly 
general waste collections.

The locked gate between Westminster Drive 
and Broomfield Avenue  Credit Steven Adderley

Depending on the result of the local election 
on 7th May the borough could soon see the 

return of weekly bin collections

Flooding at Whitewebbs Park in January 2021
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020 3903 2060

Our success comes from exceptional local knowledge  
and a personal service the big chains just can’t match.  

Enfield’s highest-rated estate agent

PALMERS GREEN

22 ALDERMANS HILL

LONDON N13 4PN

TEL: 020 8886 0090

ENFIELD CHASE

161 CHASE SIDE

ENFIELD EN2 0PW

TEL: 020 3637 1100

Residential Sales, Lettings and Property Management  
across Enfield, Palmers Green, Southgate, Winchmore Hill  
and surrounding areas. Stop in at one of our offices or  
give us a call for a free valuation. To view more properties,  
visit: bakerandchase.co.uk

Two double-bedroom cottage with 
an additional single (bed)room, rear 
extension, versatile office/study and rear 
pedestrian access.

PYMMES ROAD N13 | £539,995

First-floor, purpose-built apartment with 
two double-bedrooms, two allocated - 
gated parking spaces and in an excellent 
residential location.

HANNAH COURT N13 | £349,995

Two-bedroom flat with a modern 
kitchen, two bathrooms, a lounge with 
French doors, allocated parking and 
communal gardens.

FONTAINE COURT N14 | £395,000

Four-bedroom, semi-detached house 
in an outstanding location with private 
driveway and an integral garage.

GROSVENOR GARDENS N14 | SSTC

Four-bedroom semi-detached house 
with a large garden, off-street parking 
and planning permission for extensions.

THE RIDGEWAY EN2 | £1,200,000

Two-bedroom, vendor suited house with 
a bonus loft area/office and potential for 
further development.

GOAT LANE EN1 | £440,000

Two-double bedroom, first floor 
maisonette, with Share of Freehold and 
a Garage En-bloc.

CHEVIOT COURT EN1 | £375,000

Three-bedroom semi-detached house, 
offered to the market chain free.

MANOR ROAD EN2 | £550,000

Two double-bedroom refurbished 
ground floor maisonette with new fully 
fitted kitchen including appliances and 
an off-street parking space.

HOMESTEAD PADDOCK N14 | LET BY

Three-bedroom flat located on the first floor 
of a Georgian mansion house with fitted 
kitchen appliances, en-suite and parking.

OLD PARK RIDE EN7 | TO LET £2,250PCM

Newly painted purpose-built studio flat in 
a quiet location with a separate sleeping 
area, appliances and off-street parking.

MAGPIE CLOSE EN1 | TO LET £1,150PCM

One-bedroom converted flat with 
a modern fitted kitchen, a modern 
bathroom and its own private balcony.

LEA ROAD EN2 | LET BY

Advertisement
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ouncil leader Ergin Erbil hopes 
to lead Enfield Labour to a fifth 
local election win in a row – but 
will need to buck both national 

and local trends to do so.
Labour have been in power at Enfield 

Civic Centre since 2010 but currently have 
a slender majority, with 35 seats out of 
the 63 available in total.

At the previous election in 2022, the 
local party lost eight seats to the Tories 
despite Labour rising in the polls nation-
ally at the time. Three councillors have 
since left the Labour group following a 
range of scandals, including ex-mayor 
Mohammad Islam – found to have 
breached the council’s code of conduct 
by bringing his office “into disrepute”.

Responding to a question from politi-
cal researchers YouGov last month, only 
17% of people nationally said they’d vote 
Labour if there was a general election 
tomorrow. Ahead of the 2022 local elec-
tions that number was 38%.

Like Enfield Labour did in 2022, Cllr Erbil 
is hoping to buck the national trend again 
this year – this time in the opposite direction.

The Edmonton Green councillor has 
been leading the council since September 
2024, following the departure of Nesil 
Caliskan, who was elected as a Labour 
MP for Barking earlier that year.

Cllr Erbil explains he’s been engaged in 
local politics since he was a teenager and 
is keen to stay positive ahead of the elec-
tion. “I am very confident but I am not 
complacent,” he says, adding: “I know I’m 
going to win.”

Enfield Labour, he claims, 
has a message that “res-
onates more with local 
people” than the one being 
put forward by the Conser-
vative opposition.

But Cllr Erbil may strug-
gle to win many votes from 
the borough’s golfers and 
gardeners. He backs govern-
ment proposals to build a 21,000-home ‘new 
town’ in the rural north-west of the borough 
which would be built across several hundred 
hectares of Green Belt land, including a golf 
course in Crews Hill and the area’s famous 
‘golden mile’ of garden centres.

Campaigners have said the proposals are 
vague, threaten nature and will displace 
businesses, especially the horticultural 
industry Crews Hill is known for.

“We have 7,000 people waiting for a 
council house,” says Cllr Erbil, in defence 
of the plans. “We’ve got 3,000 people 
waiting for temporary accommodation. 

C

Labour’s message ‘resonates with local people’
Council leader Ergin Erbil speaks to Joe Ives, Local Democracy Reporter, on 

his hopes of Enfield Labour winning a fifth successive local election

We have seven golf courses in the borough 
– we just want to build on one of them.”

The new town scheme, he argues, will 
create “thousands of jobs” and, with 
Labour, will give Enfield residents “first 
dibs” on new homes. The loss of Green 
Belt land, Cllr Erbil argues, will be offset by 
plans for new public green spaces.

“Listen, I’m 30 years old. I’ve got two baby 
girls. I’ve been to university. I followed the 
rules of life. I’ve got a good job and I can’t 
afford to buy in my own neighbourhood.

“This shouldn’t be the case, which is 
why we need to build gen-
uinely affordable homes.”

Cllr Erbil also believes 
that the council’s other 
major housing project, 
Meridian Water, is “an 
effective scheme”.

This is despite the coun-
cil recently deciding to 
relinquish its  role as 

master developer for the project, with 
only 301 of 10,000 planned homes having 
been built since construction began five 
years ago.

At the same time, the local authority 
has taken on nearly £500million of debt 
to finance land purchases and enabling 
work at Meridian Water.

The Labour leader blames “Tory failure” 
for rising costs in the building sector in 
recent years, which have affected the proj-
ect. “We’ve built 300 – and we’re going to 
build more,” says Cllr Erbil.

Housing is a key issue for Enfield Labour. 

In their manifesto they promise to create 
“dedicated enforcement of renters’ rights” 
as well as to “cap HMOs and crack down 
on rogue landlords”.

Labour’s proposed hard line on houses 
in multiple occupation – where several 
people from separate households share 
cooking and washing facilities within 
the same property – may be tricky. The 
2025/26 financial year saw the highest 
number of new HMO licence approvals 
in Enfield over the past five years.

Meanwhile, enforcement action on unap-
proved or unlicensed HMOs came under 
scrutiny recently, with mounting evidence 
that a former Brimsdown pub is now being 
used as an unauthorised HMO – despite the 
council launching an investigation last year.

“The record number of HMO applica-
tions should tell you that there is a mas-
sive demand for housing,” says Cllr Erbil. 
“People need homes. People need a roof 
over their heads.”

Asked how he plans to enforce his 
promised HMO cap, Cllr Erbil says his 
Labour administration would push the 
government “to bring in a policy to cap 
HMOs”. Failing this, he claims Enfield 
Labour will “bake it into the Local Plan” – 
however, this major planning document 
is already in its final stages of approval, 
and does not currently include a cap.

Another recent HMO issue centres 
around one of Labour’s own councillors, 
Mahym Bedekova. Cllr Bedekova remains 
the chair of the planning committee 
despite operating a HMO without planning 

permission for more than two years. She 
eventually gained retrospective planning 
approval in March.

“Perception is very important, especially 
in politics,” says Cllr Erbil. The LDRS asked 
the Labour leader why, given this belief, 
Cllr Bedekova remains in her post.

He responded by claiming Cllr Bedeko-
va’s name had been cleared in all investi-
gations and that “under lodger laws she 
didn’t actually do anything wrong”. He 
also accused the Dispatch of running “a very 
sensationalist, clickbait article” in report-
ing the issue.

Cllr Erbil himself is no stranger to cre-
ating a storm online. In February he pub-
lished a misleading video on social media 
falsely claiming that Crews Hill Golf Club 
is not within the Green Belt, only has 20 
members and is of negligible importance 
to wildlife.

This prompted a huge backlash, includ-
ing from the golf club, which pointed out 
it has over 400 members and is indeed 
part of the Green Belt. The golf course is 
also designated as a ‘site of importance for 
nature conservation’ (Sinc) – a designation 
supported by the council in its most recent 
Sinc review.

Cllr Erbil eventually deleted the contro-
versial post.

The council leader is still committed to 
his original position, however. Instead of 
following the legal definition of Green Belt 
land he, instead, appears set on defining 
it as what he thinks “ordinary working 
people” instinctively think of when consid-
ering the term. For Cllr Erbil, this is “lush 
woodland” and easily-accessible “genuine 
green space”.

Cllr Erbil added: “The inaccessible fields, 
the golf courses, the garden centres, and the 
car parks that are currently labelled Green 
Belt, I would argue that they’re not genuine 
Green Belt because they don’t really benefit 
the way we would imagine them benefiting 
woodlands, forests and wildlife.”

The council leader may not be concerned 
about building on the Green Belt, but he 
does have clear concerns about Green votes.

“Anyone considering Green, if they vote 
Green, they’re going to get blue. Anyone 
considering voting Lib Dem or indepen-
dent, they’re going to get blue, they’re 
going to get Tory,” warns Cllr Erbil.

“This is a two-horse race between us and 
the Conservatives,” he adds.

Voting Labour, Cllr Erbil argues, is the 
only way of ensuring Enfield will have a 
council that will invest in services and pro-
grammes that benefit working people and 
their families.

“We have seven 
golf courses in 

the borough – we 
just want to build 
on one of them”

Ergin Erbil has led the council since 
September 2024, succeeding Nesil 
Caliskan  Credit  Idris Emen
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pposition leader Alessandro 
Georgiou is eyeing up the top 
job at Enfield Civic Centre 
as the Conservatives look to 

return to power in the borough for the first 
time in 16 years.

Cllr Georgiou has been a councillor in 
Enfield since 2014 and, after the 2022 local 
election, took over as leader of the local 
Tory group.

As both the leader of Enfield Conserva-
tives and a member of the London Assem-
bly, to which he was elected in 2024, Cllr 
Georgiou is already a full-time politician.

But he will have even more work on his 
hands should his party win a majority on 
Thursday, 7th May. Even if time and energy 
is not an issue, Cllr Georgiou will have to 
navigate the local authority’s finances.

Enfield Council is now almost £1.5bil-
lion in debt. However, the Conservative 
manifesto still promises, among other 
things, to hire 25 additional antisocial 
behaviour officers in a bid to “crush ille-
gal business activity” and create safer 
streets, bring back weekly bin collections, 
deliver an additional 200 school places for 
children with special educational needs 
and disabilities (Send), and “eradicate pot-
holes” across the borough.

All of which will cost a lot of money.
In addition, there could be even more 

spending needed to fight potential legal 
battles, as Cllr Georgiou’s Tory adminis-
tration may face challenges to some of 
its policies.

These include ending a so-called “war on 
the driver” by abolishing two low-traffic 
neighbourhoods (LTNs) installed by the 
current Labour administration. Tower 
Hamlets Council has 
tried since 2022 to do 
the same, but failed after 
losing a battle in court 
with campaigners want-
ing to keep them.

Cllr Georgiou main-
tains that his party’s 
manifesto promises are 
“fully costed” but has not 
published the figures.

In March, Transport for 
London (TfL) warned if 
the Conservatives follow 
through with their promise to remove 
the Hertford Road cycle lanes in the east 
of the borough, the council would have 
to repay the money TfL gave the local 
authority to install them – reported to 
be at least £8million.

But this sum has not entered into the 
Conservative group’s budgetary equation, 

O

Tories vow to halt ‘new town’ if they win power
Conservative group leader Alessandro Georgiou speaks to Joe Ives, Local 

Democracy Reporter, about his plans for the council should the party win power

Cllr Georgiou says. The cycle lane’s removal, 
he claims, would cost much less – and if TfL 
ask for their money back “I would say ‘see 
you in court’”.

Enfield Conservatives are campaigning 
on a platform of “governance, accountabil-
ity, transparency and fiscal responsibility”, 
which includes a proposed inquiry into 
the fiscal decision-making of the Labour 
administration since 2010.

The Local Democracy Reporting Service 
asked Cllr Georgiou why, given his commit-
ment to transparency, he was unwilling to 
give further details on how the Conserva-
tives would pay for their election promises.

“I ’m not in adminis-
tration right now, I’m in 
campaign mode,” he says, 
adding that he didn’t want 
the “dodgy” Labour com-
petition to steal his party’s 
ideas before the election.

The Conservatives cer-
tainly won’t be stealing 
Labour’s plans to support the 
government’s ‘new town’ 
proposals at Crews Hill.

Cllr Georgiou says his 
party would do “every-

thing possible” to stop the 21,000-home 
development project if they win power 
in May. The proposals would mean the 
forced closure of many businesses in 
Crews Hill and the widescale develop-
ment of Green Belt land in the north-
west of the borough.

“Crews Hill,” he says, “is an integral part 

of Enfield”.
The Conservative leader blames what he 

sees as “nasty developers” and a “useless 
Labour government” – as well as London 
mayor Sir Sadiq Khan and the Labour-run 
council – for trying to sell a false narrative 
of the area being run down. “It’s a vibrant 
hub,” insists Cllr Georgiou.

The Cockfosters councillor is personally 
invested in keeping garden centres open, 
too. “My wife takes the piss out of me,” he 
jokes, “but I love my garden”.

As for the Green Belt, Cllr Georgiou 
accuses Labour of being “nasty hypo-
crites” for advocating for the plans while 
also declaring a ‘climate emergency’. For 
him, “it’s about protecting the environ-
ment, it’s about protecting jobs – and 
it’s about protecting Enfield’s heritage”.

Enfield Conservatives, Cllr Georgiou 
says, would immediately withdraw the 
council’s ‘expression of interest’ in the 
new town scheme should they be elected 
in May – a move which could be difficult 
to implement if the government or mayor 
of London take over planning control, via 
the creation of a development corporation.

When challenged on this the Tory leader 
responded, saying: “If the government and 
Sadiq Khan want to play silly buggers we 
will see them in court all along the way.”

A protracted legal battle could be expen-
sive here, too. Cllr Georgiou claims he is 
prepared to pay for this. If elected, he says 
Enfield Conservatives “will have a mandate 
to protect those sites”.

Regardless of what happens on polling day, 

Cllr Georgiou believes “there’s no way shov-
els go in the ground by next parliament”.

A recent national poll by YouGov poll 
found that, right now, 24% of voters nation-
ally would support Reform UK at a general 
election, compared to 19% for the Conser-
vatives. Nevertheless, Cllr Georgiou says he 
is not concerned about Nigel Farage’s party.

“I’ll be entirely honest with you: I 
thought in this campaign we would find 
quite a bit of Reform [voters] given the 
national polling. We’ve found next to none. 
They won’t be winning a single seat in this 
election – I’m fairly confident on that.”

Reform, he says, is a “one-man band” 
for Farage as well as “a receptacle for 
failed Tories”.

Yet his party’s manifesto promise on 
civic f lags would likely appeal to some 
Reform voters. The Tories are pledging 
to “respect national and local identity” 
by ensuring only the “Union, St George 
and Enfield Beast f lags” are f lown from 
council buildings.

Questioned on this, Cllr Georgiou admits 
to an exception for the Armed Forces Day 
flag, to commemorate the annual event. 
“We’re not going to be that prescriptive in 
that sense,” he says.

Would he be willing to make a simi-
lar exception to celebrate the LGBTQ+ 
community?

Cllr Georgiou says, in principle, he 
wouldn’t be against a Pride f lag going 
up temporarily. The Conservative leader 
adds he is “proud” to have openly gay 
councillors and candidates.

His view on transgender recognition is 
not quite as resounding.

“I believe you are what you are born as,” 
Cllr Georgiou says. “Having said that, if 
ever the day came where I had a Conser-
vative councillor that wanted to transition, 
let’s say, from being a man to a woman, 
and wanted me to call them by their new 
name, I’d gladly do it – because that’s a 
matter of respect.

“It’s not a matter of my personal 
judgement on whether they’ve made the  
right decision.”

While sparring with the opposition 
about the council’s budget earlier this 
year, Cllr Georgiou made a reference to 
50 Ways to Leave Your Lover by Paul Simon. 
Wrapping up, the LDRS asked Cllr Geor-
giou about his music taste.

George Michael is the artist the Tory 
leader listens to in the car with his wife. 
“What we dance to,” he adds, is Whitney 
Houston’s I Wanna Dance with Somebody 
(Who Loves Me), because it is the first song 
they danced to when they started dating.

“It’s about 
protecting the 

environment, it’s 
about protecting 

jobs – and it’s 
about protecting 

Enfield’s heritage”

Alessandro Georgiou wants to 
become the first Conservative leader 
of Enfield Council since Michael Rye, 
who happens to now be his deputy
Credit  GLA
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nfield Community Independents 
(ECI) – a group of left-wing activ-
ists closely aligned to Jeremy Cor-
byn’s Your Party – are very clear 

on their key objective for the local election.
“We want to remove the leader of the 

council [Ergin Erbil] from Edmonton Green 
ward,” explains Khalid Sadur, an accoun-
tant who founded ECI two years ago.

“This is our number one target, we are 
absolutely pushing it and are committed to 
this – we are spending a huge 
amount of resources and a lot 
of time in Edmonton Green.”

Referencing the famous 
toppling of a Conservative 
cabinet minister in Enfield 
Southgate nearly 30 years 
ago, Sadur adds: “We want 
to have that Portillo moment. We want 
that image of the leader not being able to 
stand because he has lost his seat.

“The dissatisfaction with Labour is 
widespread. What better way to show 
that than removing the council leader?”

eform UK are flying high in the 
polls – and hoping to now win 
their first councillors in Enfield.

Nigel Farage’s right-wing 
party won control of a swathe of councils 
last year and Stephen Bird, chair of Reform’s 
Enfield branch, thinks they can play an 
important role here as well.

Asked what would represent success for 
Reform on 7th May, Bird, a former Enfield 
Grammar School pupil, told the Dispatch: 
“Getting enough councillors so we have 
part or full control.”

Would Reform consider forming a coali-
tion with the Conservatives if no party won 
an overall majority? “The official line is no 
deal with the Tories […] but if we can get 
into a position to implement our policies we 
would be prepared to compromise.”

Previously both a Labour and Conser-
vative voter, Bird became more active in 
politics in the run-up to the last general 
election. “I was just unhappy about the way 

E
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Independent group aiming to oust Ergin Erbil

Reform want to play ‘important role’ in Enfield

Enfield Community Independents are 
pushing hard to win in Edmonton

Local branch chair Stephen Bird says 
Reform have got their own “Doge team”  

BY JAMES CRACKNELL

BY JAMES CRACKNELL

Enfield Community Independents on the campaign trail

But Sadur then clarifies: “I don’t want 
this to be a personal campaign, we are 
not indulging in personal attacks [...] we 
are targeting the leader as he is a figure-
head of Enfield Labour.”

And what is it about Enfield Labour 
that Sadur dislikes? “There is one word 
here – incompetence. Incompetence in 
running the administration.”

Sadur moved to Enfield in 1978 and has 
lived in the borough ever since, mainly 
in Upper Edmonton, the ward where he’s 
standing. But how did he end up launch-

ing ECI?
“I reached a stage, cer-

tainly before the general 
election last year, where it 
was a question of the tip-
ping point being reached.

“It really hit home at 
that election. The two 

main parties – Labour and the Tories – 
were effectively the same, and a lot of 
people felt disenfranchised. I wasn’t going 
to vote in 2024 because there was nothing 
to vote for. But we made a decision to do 
something different, and that’s how we 

the country was going,” he explains. “The 
Conservatives don’t really represent any-
thing any more and I looked at Labour and 
I thought they weren’t my sort of party.”

Bird then says something surprising: “I 
am quite centrist in my views – a lot of 
people are.”

Reform have built their recent success 
around a hardline stance on “uncon-
trolled” immigration, linking the issue – as 
they see it – to a general economic and 
social malaise in the UK.

While Bird admits this was what drew 

[ECI] were born.
“We wanted to provide a real alternative 

for people who want to be grounded in 
the community and provide a voice for 
those people.”

As well as ousting Cllr Erbil, and poten-
tially electing enough councillors to hold 
the balance of power, Sadur wants more 
people involved with local politics. “I 
want community engagement, I want 
this campaign to bring people in so they 
feel they have a say,” he explains.

“Enfield Council touches a lot of our 
lives, not just the rubbish but the schools, 
Send [special needs] provision, social care, 
housing, so we want this campaign to be 
something everyone gets involved in – so 

him to the party, Reform’s local election 
leaflets do not mention immigration. Why 
is that? “We are a local borough and we 
don’t have control of that so there is no 
point,” he replies, simply.

As for the policies Reform’s local cam-
paign does mention, there 
are pledges to “protect our 
green spaces” and “safeguard 
Enfield from crime”. Others 
include making roads “fit for 
purpose” by fixing potholes 
and prioritising parking, sup-
porting the reintroduction of 
weekly bin collections and a vow to “regen-
erate our high streets” with a greater range 
of shops and more support for businesses.

However, a Conservative leaf let has 
claimed Reform “cannot be trusted” on 
the Green Belt, pointing to a recent London 
Assembly vote. “The Tories have taken 
that one vote and claimed something 
– but it is lies. They are misleading the 
electorate by saying because one person in 
Reform said one thing it can be expanded 
to Enfield and mean another thing.”

In terms of council spending, Bird is 
taking inspiration from Elon Musk’s 
‘Department of Government Efficiency’, 
known commonly as ‘Doge’. At Enfield Civic 

people understand the importance of it.
“Community engagement is massive for 

us, and if it results in a higher turnout then 
we have done our job.”

In terms of policies, ECI’s platform is 
similar to that of the Green Party, but 
perhaps with a slightly tougher line on 
low-traffic neighbourhoods, promising a 
“comprehensive review” of their effective-
ness and being “led by the evidence”.

Sadur also describes disabled people 
losing council tax support in 2023 as “hor-
rendous” and says: “We have to look after 
our vulnerable people. It can’t be the case 
that we can’t afford to look after them. 
So we will look to bring the council tax 
support back for disabled people.

“Labour is blaming the Tories for those 
cuts – but ultimately they chose where the 
cuts were made.”

ECI aren’t standing in every ward, but 
have formed a pact with the Trade Union-
ist and Socialist Coalition. Between them, 
they will cover 17 out of 25 wards.

In terms of the relationship with Your 
Party, Sadur says: “Your Party is officially 
endorsing local community independent 
groups like ECI. We are campaigning 
with Your Party, we will be sharing com-
munications with Your Party – so people 
will have no misconceptions on where 
we stand.”

Centre, Bird says Reform would use a “Doge 
dashboard” to find savings.

“We have got our own Doge team. We 
are going through the data, we have got 
lovely dashboards. One example is, they 
have got different departments that have 

contracts with different 
companies to do the same 
thing – it’s duplication.

“We will identify the 
waste. There’s spending 
on taxi services, transla-
tion services, professional 
services, they are all very 

high. By comparing spending to other 
boroughs, you can see where a council 
is spending three or four times more  
on something.”

Bird insists “council tax rises are not 
inevitable” but that “unfortunately there 
is also a huge amount of debt that has to 
be paid off”, explaining why Reform has 
not pledged to freeze tax, even if it is still 
an aim.

Asked where Reform might perform 
most strongly in Enfield, Bird says polling 
data shows they are “either first or a very 
close second” across the borough. Curi-
ously, given it is a Tory area at present, Bird 
himself is standing in Whitewebbs ward.

“We want to 
remove the leader 
of the council from 
Edmonton Green”

“We are going 
through the data, 
we have got lovely 

dashboards”

Local Reform UK candidates pictured in Crews Hill
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he Greens have been a mainstay 
of British politics for decades – 
but never have they enjoyed a 
bigger wave of popularity than 

under the leadership of Zack Polanski.
Could the Greens now be on course to 

cause an upset in Enfield, as they recently 
did in a Manchester by-election?

Katie Knight, who is 
standing for the party in 
Southgate where the Greens 
are campaigning hardest, 
believes they can do well. 
“If we can win in South-
gate and also get a spread 
of other surprise hopefuls, it would be 
enough for a strong voice on the council,” 
she says.

“Just having a Green voice in the con-
versation really changes things. I think 
some people have discounted the outer 
London boroughs – Hackney and Isling-
ton [in inner London] have done amaz-
ing – but maybe some people have been 

nfield Liberal Democrats are 
promising “not to take your 
vote for granted” and continue 
listening to the concerns of local 

residents regardless of the outcome of 
next month’s election.

While the Lib Dems do not currently 
have a presence at Enfield Civic Centre, 
they have enjoyed success nationally in 

T
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Greens claim they represent ‘real change’

Lib Dems hoping to make local breakthrough

Katie Knight discusses how the party 
could spring a “surprise” in Enfield

Tim Martin criticises Labour “complacency” 
and vows not to take people for granted

BY JAMES CRACKNELL

BY JAMES CRACKNELL

Enfield Green Party’s candidates in Southgate, from left; 
Charith Gunawardena, Katie Knight and Meraaj Sadath

sleeping on Enfield a bit.
“The mood in the air is that people want 

change. We are really offering that. I think 
the difference is, even speaking to friends 
and family [previously] they would say a 
Green vote is a waste, but it doesn’t hold 
any more, it is not a wasted vote.

“We have a got a fantastic group of MPs 
and there is a surge of councillors across the 
country – there is a London Green wave.”

Whi le  Po lansk i  has 
described himself as an 
“eco populist”, Knight says 
that, regardless of who 
leads the party nationally, 
“the important thing with 
the Greens is that policy is 

directed by the members, so it is not coming 
down from the executive”.

On environmental issues, it’s no sur-
prise to hear Greens defend cycle lanes and 
low-traffic neighbourhoods (LTNs), as well 
as opposing building on the Green Belt.

But Knight says that local voices continue 
to be important when it comes to LTNs. “I 
like what the Greens in Hackney are doing, 

recent years, seeing a record number of 
MPs elected to Westminster in 2024.

Speaking to the Dispatch ahead of May’s 
poll, local party chair Tim Martin accuses 
Enfield Labour of becoming “complacent” 
and not listening to the views of residents.

“The number one thing talking to people 
about Labour is a sense of complacency,” 
he says. “Even if they agree with Labour 
on many of the principle points, they don’t 
feel that Labour is responding to them and 
their vote is taken for granted.”

The Lib Dems currently control three 
London borough councils, all in the south-
west of the capital, while they also have 
pockets of strong support in other places 
– including Crouch End and Muswell Hill 
in Haringey. So could the party make a 
breakthrough in Enfield?

“I’m not going to put any numbers on 
it, but we want to get some councillors to 
demonstrate the difference of having a Lib 
Dem councillor,” says Martin, who will be 
standing in Whitewebbs ward. “We are 
engaged locally, we do talk to people and 

which is they recognise that some of the 
LTNs have been quite controversial.

“They have said it is still the best overall 
approach but have recognised it is contro-
versial and taken it all into consultation 
with wider measures to make sure no-one 
is adversely affected, because it should 
benefit everyone.”

Knight, who works as a doctor in the 
NHS, recognises there are similarities 
between Green policies and those put for-
ward by Enfield Community Independents 
(ECI), a local left-wing alternative. But the 
Greens ultimately decided against any kind 
of electoral pact with ECI because they 
“want to stand in every ward” and give 
everyone a chance to vote Green.

understand their needs and respond to 
them – and we are not complacent.”

Interestingly, Martin’s route into politics 
came via Rory Stewart, the former Con-
servative minister now better known as 
a podcaster. Stewart fought a short-lived 
bid to become London mayor, as an inde-
pendent, after quitting the Tories during 
the notorious Brexit wars of 2019. Martin 
campaigned for Stewart during his brief 
mayoral campaign.

“I have always been quite 
political and had opinions 
on how things should 
be done but it took me a 
while to find a party I was 
at home with,” admits Martin. “Since get-
ting involved with the Lib Dems locally 
I have found people really working hard 
who care about this stuff, door-knocking 
every weekend – they are a good bunch of 
people to work with.”

The Enfield Lib Dem manifesto empha-
sises democratic engagement, talking of 
“fostering a democratic culture in our 
communities” through open meetings 
where residents can “put forward topics 
of concern”.

At Lib Dem-run Sutton Council, a com-
mittee system of governance aims to 

On Enfield Labour’s record, Knight says 
the key impression voters have is that they 
“don’t feel listened to”, particularly on the 
Green Belt.

How would the Greens tackle the hous-
ing crisis?

“On a wider scale in London we know a 
lot of property is bought by foreign inves-
tors rather than local people,” says Knight. 
“A lot of chickens are now coming home 
to roost after selling off all the council 
housing – ‘Right to Buy’ has been a disas-
ter. Some boroughs are now proposing 
buy-backs on what they should have 
owned all along.”

If no party wins overall control on 7th 
May, would the Greens consider entering 
a coalition?

“For the Greens, collaboration is in 
our blood, it is what we like to do, so 
we would work with anybody who puts 
forward and develops policies that are 
good for local people. And we do listen 
to people. It is not about making pacts or 
alliances but working collaboratively.”

Would that include the Tories?
“If the Tories want to rip out cycle lanes 

[we wouldn’t agree] but that doesn’t mean 
we couldn’t find common ground with 
them elsewhere, like protecting White-
webbs and the Green Belt.”

resolve differences amicably rather than 
forcing decisions through at the cabinet 
level. This is a system Martin wants to see 
in Enfield.

“I think it is an example of something 
that doesn’t need to cost much but will 
change people’s whole experience of the 
council,” he says. “The committee struc-
ture shows how it could be different, by 
giving more voice to all the parties that 

make up the council.
“It is more balanced for 

different opinions, rather 
than giving all the power 
to one party.”

In terms of policies, 
Enfield Lib Dems want to ensure the Crews 
Hill new town, if it does go ahead, is “not 
driven by profit but by people” and that 
local concerns around traffic, services and 
infrastructure are “balanced” with the 
need for more homes – but building on 
the Green Belt should be a “last resort”.

Martin, who used to work for Metaswitch 
in Enfield but now works in the City, adds: 
“There are big challenges and there are 
trade-offs and we believe in being honest 
about that. I personally don’t feel Labour 
has been clear about that and have not 
communicated to people.”

“Collaboration is 
in our blood, it’s 

what we like to do”

“People don’t feel 
that Labour is 

responding to them”

Local Lib Dem activists campaigning in Enfield Town
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Biggest-ever NHS 
care board now 
serving Enfield

A second merger in just four years 
has led to the creation of single 

body planning primary care for 13 
boroughs and 4.5 million people

n education trust has 
been named as the 
winning bidder to run 
a new special needs 

school set to open in the centre of 
Enfield Town.

Following approval from the 
Department for Education (DfE), 
The Meadows School will be run 
by Search Education Trust, which 
will provide specialised education 
and tailored support to 96 chil-
dren with complex needs aged 
from four to eleven years.

Search Education Trust, estab-
lished in 2013, runs two exist-
ing special schools in Haringey. 
Heartlands High School in Wood 
Green and The Grove School in 
Tottenham are rated ‘good’ and 

ngland’s largest NHS 
integrated care board 
ser ving 4.5million 
people across 13 London 

boroughs has officially been 
launched – in an effort to stream-
line services and reduce costs.

The new NHS West and North 
London Integrated Care Board 
(WNL ICB) was formally launched 
during its inaugural meeting on 
Wednesday, 1st April, following 
decisions made last year by the 
former North Central London and 
North West London ICBs to merge.

The enlarged ICB is now 
responsible for planning around 
£12billion of spending every year 
on NHS primary care services 
across Barnet, Brent, Camden, 
Ealing, Enfield, Hammersmith 
and Fulham, Haringey, Harrow, 
Hillingdon, Hounslow, Islington, 
Kensington and Chelsea and West-
minster boroughs.

The new WNL 
ICB claimed the 
merger will allow 
for an increased 
focus on “strate-
gic” investment 
and commissioning 
decisions “to shape 
long-term redesign 
of services and help local people 
live healthier, longer lives”.

It further said the creation of 
the new ICB “follows months of 
detailed and complex work by 
colleagues across both organi-
sations” including “large scale” 
consultations as well as volun-
tary redundancy schemes.

Speaking at the meeting, the 
new care board’s interim CEO 
Katie Fisher said it had been an 
“impossibly difficult year” for 
many ICB staff, both locally and 
nationally. She added: “We’re right 
at the sharp end of that now.”

Regarding the redundancies  

A
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BY JAMES CRACKNELL

BY JOE IVES, LOCAL 
DEMOCRACY REPORTER

happening as a result of the 
merger, Fisher said: “We have 
many, many colleagues who we are 
starting to say goodbye to through 
voluntary redundancy processes.

“We have a lot more staff who 
will be leaving at the end of 
April and then the remainder of 
those staff are absolutely going 
through processes of applying 
for jobs and understanding what 
their personal futures are.”

Fisher also said it was key the 
redundancies would be done with 
“kindness” and “compassion” and 
that “whatever individual out-
comes are for people that they 
can hold their heads up high 
with dignity, proud of the enor-
mous contribution they’ve made 
to their communities and to the 
NHS over many, many decades 
and years of service.”

Until four years ago, each 
London borough had its own clin-
ical commissioning group led by 
GPs, but these were replaced by 

ICBs covering large 
groups of boroughs 
in 2022, before the 
latest merger of 
local NHS bodies 
affecting north and 
west London was 
agreed last year.

In a further state-
ment Mike Bell, 

chair of the new WNL ICB, said 
that while the merger “marks a 
significant milestone” it is “not a 
point of completion”.

“The new ICB is standing up 
in a context of national reform 
and significant cost reduction,” 
said Bell.

“We did not choose the scale 
or pace of change required, but 
we have taken responsibility for 
responding in a way that pro-
tects our ability to lead, partner 
and deliver.”

Bell added: “It’s a real chal-
lenge, but one we must rise to, 
and I believe we can.”

Education trust 
wins bid to run 

new special 
needs school

The Meadows School is planned 
to be built on a council-owned 

car park in Enfield Town

Credit  Pavol Stugel via Unsplash

‘outstanding’ by education watch-
dog Ofsted, respectively.

The Meadows School will oper-
ate as a ‘free’ school, a type of 
state-funded school that is inde-
pendent of local authority control.

It will be built at Portcullis Lodge 
Car Park, just off Silver Street in 
Enfield Town. The site was first 
identified four years ago by Enfield 
Council as it was deemed to be no 
longer needed.

DfE announced two years ago 
that it would fund construction of 
the school at a cost of £12.9million.

At around the same time, it was 
reported the council’s special edu-
cational needs and disabilities (Send) 
service was receiving 700 requests 
for education, health and care plans 
(EHCPs) every year, the highest 
number in London, after demand 

had doubled in just five years.
EHCPs are legal documents out-

lining how a child’s special needs 
should be handled by teachers.

According to Search Education 
Trust, The Meadows School will 
“offer a range of subjects and 
learning experiences to cater to 
the diverse needs and interests 
of its children, so every lesson 
remains fun and exciting”.

Staff  wil l  a lso be “highly 
trained to work collaboratively 
and deliver personalised sup-
port” and focused on “supporting 
children’s social and emotional 
wellbeing, helping them to form 
positive relationships and become 
more independent”.

Elen Roberts, the trust’s interim 
chief executive, said: “We are very 
privileged to be given the opportu-
nity to open this school.

“Our team has the expertise, 
experience, and passion to ensure 
that this new provision will be 
excellent for the young people of 
Enfield. We would like to extend 
our thanks to the Department for 
Education and Enfield Council 
for their unwavering support 
thus far. We look forward to 
building strong partnerships 
across the borough to support 
our ongoing success.”

Abdul Abdullahi, the council’s 
cabinet member for children’s 
services, said: “As a council, we 
recognise the increasing need 
for Send provision. Therefore, 
this announcement is a huge 
win for our children with com-
plex needs in Enfield.

“Our vision is for all our chil-
dren and young people to have 
high aspirations and to achieve 
positive outcomes regardless of 
their background and abilities.”

Cllr Abdullahi added that Search 
Education Trust would “deliver 
exceptional educational provision 
and create an inclusive, stimulat-
ing and supportive environment 
that will help each child to reach 
their full potential”.

Enfield North MP Feryal Clark 
has also welcomed the news and 
said: “The Meadows has the poten-
tial to make a real difference by 
creating much-needed specialist 
places here in Enfield, and I know 
this will give hope to many par-
ents who have been waiting far 
too long for greater certainty.”

Work will begin in the coming 
months to develop designs and a 
construction programme for the 
new school. It had previously been 
stated that the school would open 
in 2027, but that now seems highly 
improbable given that no designs 
for it have yet been drawn up.

Enfield once had its own clinical 
commissioning group but is now 

part of a 13-borough NHS care board
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Email licences@socialspider.com for a quote, or call Klaudia  
Kiss on 07732 000 430 or Mark Brown 07728 520 116. 
Next publication date: 29th May | Booking deadline: 27th May

Book your licence advert or notice with 
Enfield’s local community newspaper!

 
 

 
 Flower Freight Ltd of Pinetops, Theobalds Park Road, Crews Hill, 

Enfield EN2 9BH is applying change an existing licence as follows:

To keep an extra 5 goods vehicles and 2 trailers at the operating 
centre at Pinetops, Theobalds Park Road, Crews Hill, Enfield EN2 9BH

Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings) near the operating 
centres who believe that their use or enjoyment of that land would 
be affected, should make written representations to the Traffic 
Commissioner at Quarry House, Quarry Hill, Leeds, LS2 7UE stating their 
reasons, within 21 days of this notice. 

Representors must at the same time send a copy of their representations 
to the applicant at the address given at the top of this notice. 

A Guide to Making Representations is available at www.gov.uk/object-
hgv-operator-licence.

Goods Vehicle Operator’s Licence  
 

 
 

 
 

Dated: 24th day of April 2026
Dated: 15th day of April 2026

Dated: 22nd day of April 2026Bilimway: 07772 594087

Notice is hereby given that OSMAN MURAT has applied to the 
Licensing Authority of London Borough of Enfield for a Premises 
Licence to permit:

•  Sale of alcohol for consumption on the premises:  
Mon to Thu: 10:00–00:00 | Fri to Sat: 10:00–02:00 |  
Sun: 10:00–00:00

•  Recorded music (indoors): 
Mon to Sun: 10:00–23:00

•  Live music (indoors): 
Fri to Sat: 18:00–02:00

•  Late night refreshments (indoors):  
Mon to Thu: 23:00–00:00 | Fri to Sat: 23:00–02:00 | Sun: 
23:00–00:00

•  For the premises DOSTLAR OCAKBASI situated at 307–309 
HERTFORD ROAD, LONDON  N9 7ET

The public register where applications are available to be viewed by 
members of the public can be accessed online by visiting https://
new.enfield.gov.uk/services/business-and-licensing/ and following 
the link to the Licensing Register. Email licensing@enfield.gov.uk 
to request a copy of the application within 28 days from the date of 
this notice.

Any person wishing to submit relevant representations concerning 
this application must give notice by emailing licensing@enfield.gov.
uk, giving in detail the grounds of the representation no later than: 
19 May 2026.

Representations received by post will not be accepted. 
Representations must include your full name and address. 
Representations must relate to one or more of the four Licensing 
Objectives: the prevention of crime and disorder, public safety, 
the prevention of public nuisance and the protection of children 
from harm.  
 
It is an offence, under section 158 of the Licensing Act 2003, to 
knowingly or recklessly make a false statement in connection with an 
application for a premises licence. A person guilty of an offence is 
liable on summary conviction to a fine unlimited.

Notice is hereby given that MYUZHDET MUHAMER GYULYUSTAN  

has applied to the Licensing Authority of London Borough of Enfield for 

a Premises Licence to permit:

•  Supply of alcohol by retail consumption on and off the premises, 

Regulated entertainment; Live music and Recorded music 

including Bank holidays and Public holidays for the premises Claud 

W Dennis Coffee situated at 3 Chase Side, London  N14 5BP

The public register where applications are available to be viewed by 

members of the public can be accessed online by visiting https://

new.enfield.gov.uk/services/business-and-licensing/ and following 

the link to the Licensing Register. Email licensing@enfield.gov.uk 

to request a copy of the application within 28 days from the date of 

this notice.

Any person wishing to submit relevant representations concerning 

this application must give notice by emailing licensing@enfield.gov.

uk, giving in detail the grounds of the representation no later than: 

13/05/2026

Representations received by post will not be accepted. 

Representations must include your full name and address. 

Representations must relate to one or more of the four Licensing 

Objectives: the prevention of crime and disorder, public safety, 

the prevention of public nuisance and the protection of children 

from harm.  

 

It is an offence, under section 158 of the Licensing Act 2003, to 

knowingly or recklessly make a false statement in connection with an 

application for a premises licence. A person guilty of an offence is 

liable on summary conviction to a fine unlimited.

Notice is hereby given that TEO TH LTD has applied to the Licensing 
Authority of London Borough of Enfield for a Premises Licence to permit:

•  Sale of alcohol and hot food on premises: Monday to Saturday, 
11:00–00:00 and Sunday, 12:00–23:30.

•  Late night refreshments on premises: Monday to Sunday, 
23:00–00:00.

•  Music in the form of Karaoke: Monday to Saturday, 18:00–00:00 
and Sunday, 16:30–22:30. 

•  For the premises: Castello D’Argonto situated at 112 High Street, 
Enfield  EN2 4ES

The public register where applications are available to be viewed by 
members of the public can be accessed online by visiting https://
new.enfield.gov.uk/services/business-and-licensing/ and following 
the link to the Licensing Register. Email licensing@enfield.gov.uk 
to request a copy of the application within 28 days from the date of 
this notice.

Any person wishing to submit relevant representations concerning 
this application must give notice by emailing licensing@enfield.gov.
uk, giving in detail the grounds of the representation no later than: 
20/06/2026

Representations received by post will not be accepted. 
Representations must include your full name and address. 
Representations must relate to one or more of the four Licensing 
Objectives: the prevention of crime and disorder, public safety, 
the prevention of public nuisance and the protection of children 
from harm.  
 
It is an offence, under section 158 of the Licensing Act 2003, to 
knowingly or recklessly make a false statement in connection with an 
application for a premises licence. A person guilty of an offence is 
liable on summary conviction to a fine unlimited.

LICENSING ACT 2003 LICENSING ACT 2003 LICENSING ACT 2003
Notice of Application for a New Premises Licence Notice of Application for a New Premises Licence Notice of Application for a New Premises Licence

Get a year of local news! 

Sign up for an annual supporter package and 
get 12 issues of Enfield Dispatch straight to 
your inbox or door.

£50 per year for 
12 digital copies 
delivered to the 
email address of 
your choice

£84 per year for 
12 print copies 
delivered to the 
postal address 
of your choice

 
 Get your paper

enfielddispatch.co.uk/ 
pick-up

Pick up the Dispatch all 
across the borough!

Check out where

*a selection 
of our regular 
stockists, but 
it is not an 
exhaustive list

Once a month  
not enough?

Visit  eepurl.com/
imC6To or scan the 
QR code

Sign up for our 
newsletter so you 
get the biggest 
stories from Enfield 
each week!



16
ENFIELD DISPATCHNo 92 MAY 2026ARTS & CULTURE

The launch of Talkies Short Film Awards is taking place 
on Saturday, 23rd May at Waterhouse Hall Theatre in 
Winchmore Hill. To book tickets for £6.50:  
Visit  talkies.org.uk

A new chapter in grassroots film-
making is set to begin with the 
launch of the Talkies Short Film 
Awards – building on 14 years 

of dedicated support for emerging film 
talent by Talkies Community Cinema.

Since our founding in 2012, Talkies Com-
munity Cinema has established itself as a 
volunteer-led, not-for-profit cinema with 
a clear mission: to champion independent 
film and create meaningful opportunities 
for early-career filmmakers.

Through our acclaimed short film com-
missions, mentorship programmes and com-
munity screenings, Talkies has supported 
dozens of new voices, commissioning nearly 
40 short films to date and reinvesting income 
directly back into talent development.

Our new Talkies Short Film Awards rep-
resent a natural evolution of this work. 
Designed to celebrate outstanding short 
films made in recent years, the awards 
create a platform for filmmakers to showcase  

Supporting grassroots filmmaking 
in Enfield and beyond

David Williamson from Talkies Community Cinema on how a new awards 
programme offers a platform for filmmakers to showcase their work

“In an increasingly competitive funding 
landscape, early-career filmmakers often 

face barriers to entry”
their work to live audiences, gain recogni-
tion from industry-informed judges, and 
connect with a growing creative community.

Over the past 14 years, Talkies has gone 
far beyond simple exhibition. Its approach 
combines direct funding through cash 
commissions to support production, men-
torship from industry professionals to 
guide filmmakers through script develop-
ment and production, and practical local 
support including access to locations, 
audiences and production assistance.

It also provides public screening opportu-
nities, giving filmmakers a vital platform 
to share their work. This model reflects a 
wider understanding across the UK film 

sector that short films are a crucial training 
ground where filmmakers develop skills, 
experiment creatively and build the foun-
dations for future careers.

While our commissions have focused 
on enabling films to be made, Talkies 
Short Film Awards extend that journey 
by recognising excellence, rewarding 
achievement and helping f ilms reach 
wider audiences.

Selected films will be screened as part 
of a dedicated awards event, with prizes 
awarded both by a judging panel of Talkies 
volunteers and through an audience vote, 
reinforcing our community-led ethos and 
commitment to accessible cinema.

In an increasingly competitive fund-
ing landscape, early-career filmmakers 
often face barriers to entry. Initiatives 
like these provide an essential stepping 
stone, offering not just financial support 
but also the confidence, networks and 
visibility needed to progress.

By combining commissioning, mentoring 
and now formal recognition through the 
Talkies Short Film Awards, we can continue 
to play a vital role in nurturing new voices 
and stories – many rooted in the rich and 
diverse communities of North London.

Talkies Short Film Awards reaffirm our 
founding belief that great filmmaking talent 
can emerge from anywhere, and that local, 
community-led initiatives can have a lasting 
impact on the national creative landscape.

As the awards launch, we are inviting 
filmmakers, audiences and supporters alike 
to be part of the next phase, celebrating 
bold storytelling, fresh perspectives and 
the filmmakers of tomorrow.

A still from indie flick Scallywags, directed by Nenda Neururer

Are you enjoying 
the Dispatch?

If you want more, you 
can find new stories 
every day online at 
enfielddispatch.co.uk
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Southgate’s cottage gastro 
pub makes a welcome return

 Neil Littman 
visits a newly 

refurbished and 
reopened The 

Woodman
ew places have received 
as much local fanfare 
as newly-reopened 
The Woodman Pub  

in Southgate.
I visited The Woodman sev-

eral years ago when it was serv-
ing real ales and ‘pub grub’. Its 
popularity was evident, but like 
many long-established places in 
that sector, the pandemic hit 
hard, and it closed and reopened 
a couple of times.

The pub then sat empty for a 
couple of years and began to look 
very neglected. I was concerned 
it might have been intended for 
redevelopment or worse, demo-
lition. Fortunately, it reopened 
in February this year, reflecting 
the major effort that has gone 
into making this potentially one 
of the best new places to eat and 
drink in Enfield.

In a good location on Bourne 
Hill near Grovelands Park, The 
Woodman is a historic pub first 
established in 1868, created 
from two 18th Century cottages, 
and was reputed to have one of 
England’s smallest bars. Origi-
nally a quiet rural spot, it was 
licensed by a retired police offi-
cer, Henry Wale.

The extremely small, intimate 
front bar has now been moved 
to the back of the pub, but the 
building still retains its low-

F
For more information about The Woodman 
including opening times:
Call  020 4613 0800
Visit  woodmansouthgate.com

Do you have any suggestions for 
restaurants in Enfield to review or 
feedback on the places Neil has already 
reviewed? He would love to hear from 
Dispatch readers:
Email  eatingoutinenfield@gmail.com

beamed rooms and an intimate, 
cosy atmosphere reminiscent 
of its cottage origins. Since 
2024, The Woodman has been 
owned by Heartwood Inns, part 
of a group which includes the 
Brasserie Blanc chain. The com-
pany’s investment offers a con-
trast between original features 
and modern dining, with an 
elegant and stylish eating area.

My first visit to the reopened 
pub was on a Monday evening in 
February with two friends. First 
impressions were very good, and 
it was surprisingly busy during 
what is a normally quiet time 
of the year. A lot of thought has 
gone into the menu – this place 
takes food seriously and has 
some surprises. There is an inten-
tion to make customers return 
and build a good reputation.

Our starters included mush-
room tartine with poached egg 
and truffle oil, an outstanding 
twice-baked cheese soufflé with 
a cheddar sauce (a classic dish 
that showed off the skills in 
the kitchen) plus crab bites. For 
mains, we ordered roasted pheas-
ant with pumpkin and girolles, 
rainbow trout and a chicken leek 
pie with mash potato. There was 
even a side of creamed spinach, 
which we probably didn’t need!

The mustard sauce with the 
chicken pie was a bit over-
powering and the dauphinoise 
potatoes advertised with the 
pheasant turned out to be lay-
ered confit potatoes – but were 
a pleasant surprise. That aside, 
it was great tasting food and 
well-presented and priced.

After seeing the wine list, we 
decided to try several by the glass. 
We ordered five in total, includ-

ing Turning Heads NZ white, 
Le Pionnier Sauvignon Blanc, 
Merlot Le Tuffeau, Chenin Blanc 
Boatman’s Drift and Muscadet La 
Péch. The wine prices are very 
reasonable with many available 
from £7.50 for 175ml, with the 
Pionnier being a bargain at £5 
for 125ml. Bottles start at £30. 
Cocktails and a good selection of 
beers are also available.

We finished with a shared des-
sert of pistachio soufflé (a surfeit 
of souffles!) plus coffee. The total 
including 10% service came to 
£167. The waiting staff were very 
good and helpful when we asked 
about the menu and wines.

The Woodman is no doubt a 
good place for birthdays and cel-
ebrations, but booking is advis-
able. Starters cost £7–£10, mains 
£15–£20, and steaks start from 
£35. There is also a bar menu 
and vegetarian options are avail-
able, as well as special offers at 
lunchtime and a loyalty scheme.

We can include low-cost community events taking place in  
Enfield. For next month's listings, email the details of your event  
to enfielddispatch@socialspider.com by Monday 18th May.

Submit your listing

Funny @ DAC
Saturday 30th May, 8pm
Dugdale Arts Centre, 39 London 
Road, Enfield  EN2 6DS

Funny @ DAC is our flagship comedy 
night, produced by Resistance 
Comedy – a proudly Enfield-grown 
comedy brand, showcasing top UK 
circuit talent alongside rising stars. 
The May show is headlined by Angelos 
Epithemiou (Shooting Stars, Never 
Mind The Buzzcocks) with a strong 
supporting line-up including Olivia 
Lee, Matt Rouse, Samantha Day, Darran 
Griffiths, Michael Hackett and hosted 
by Lateef Lovejoy.

Tickets £18–£20
Visit  dugdaleartscentre.co.uk

Forty Hall Spring Fayre
Saturday and Sunday 23rd– 
24th May, 11am to 4pm
Forty Hall, Forty Hill Enfield   
EN2 9HA 

Join us at Forty Hall and enjoy a day of 
shopping, music, and food in a beautiful 
historic setting. There will be craft stalls 
showcasing high-quality handmade 
products from local makers and food 
stalls offering a variety of delicious 
options. You can also explore the 
period rooms and historic courtyard, 
where you’ll find a range of creative 
stalls offering unique, handmade gifts. 

Entry £4 for adults, under 15s free
Visit  fortyhallestate.co.uk/whats-
on/spring-fayre-2026

Googlies Jazz Club
Thursdays, 7pm
Botany Bay Cricket Club, East 
Lodge Lane EN2 8AS

Googlies Jazz Club features a house 
quartet plus a different guest artist 
each week – always one of Britain’s 
leading soloists or vocalists. A two-
course meal for £15 is also available 
– please book in advance.

Tickets £10 members,  
£12 non-members
Visit  googliesjazz.co.uk

Gospel workshops
Every third Wednesday of the 
month, 7.30pm–9.30pm

Learn gospel singing techniques and a 
fun, inspiration gospel song! Includes 
refreshments.

£15 per session
Visit vocallysound.co.uk

BOWLS

CRAFTS

COMEDY

MARKET

JAZZ

SINGING

Cockfosters Bowls  
Club Open Weekend
Saturday and Sunday, 16th–17th 
May, 10am–12pm
Cockfosters Bowls Club, Chalk 
Lane, Cockfosters  EN4 9JG

Come along to give lawn bowling a 
try and have fun! Just turn up wearing 
shoes with flat soles. We will provide 
bowls and tuition. Parking is available 
on site.

Free to attend
Call  07733 611620
Visit  cockfostersbowls.com

Meet ‘N’ Make Lunch Club
Last Friday monthly, 1–3pm
Dugdale Arts Centre, 39 London 
Road, Enfield EN2 6DS

This is a social meet-up for the over-
50s. Enjoy conversation, crafts, 
creativity and a two-course cultural 
meal .  No experience needed, 
everyone welcome – all art and craft 
materials provided. Friendly support 
on hand.

Booking required, tickets are £10
Email  admin@ 
blackheritagehub.org

Wildstock 2026
Sunday 31st May, 1pm–5pm
Woodcroft Wildspace, Downes 
Court, Winchmore Hill  N21 3PT

Wildstock ’26 is all about a fun after-
noon relaxing in the community and 
events meadow at Woodcroft Wild-
space, listening to local folk musicians 
while also enjoying your picnic and a 
drink from the Little Green Dragon. 
This is a ticket-only event with all pro-
ceeds in aid of local charities; Little 
Sparks Enfield, Cooking Champions 
and Woodcroft Wildspace.

Tickets £12, free for children 
under twelve
Visit  tickettailor.com/events/
woodcroftwildspace/2148935

FOLK

Chalk Stream trout

The Bridge 
- Acting Group -

DO YOU WANT TO ACT?
Join our new beginners 

performing group 
• Tuesdays from 5-7PM •

Email: hello@facefront.org
Registered Charity No.1116506

Advertisement

The Enfield Talking Newspaper 
has been providing a free audio 
recording of local news to our 

blind and partially sighted 
neighbours since 1961. Please visit  

etnlisten.com to listen or to 
register for a free weekly copy 

of our recording. We are always 
looking for volunteer readers and 

recordists too.
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ADVERTISE HERE!
THIS NEWSPAPER 
LOOKS GOOD, BECAUSE 
WE CARE. OUR READERS 
CARE. MAKE YOUR AD 
STAND OUT!

Scan here to email our team for a quote
Mark Brown 
Email mark@socialspider.com 
Call 07728 520 116

Klaudia Kiss 
Email klaudia@socialspider.com 
Call 07732 000 430 

Next edition print deadlines
Enfield Dispatch issue #93 June
Print date: 28th May
Publication date: 29th May
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ockfosters FC will play 
at Wembley Stadium 
for the first time in 
their history after 

completing a memorable FA 
Vase semi-final victory over 
Punjab United.

Gavin Kelsey’s side secured 
their place in the final with a 
composed and disciplined per-
formance across two legs, over-
coming difficult conditions and 
a strong opponent to win 3–1 on 
aggregate. The reward is a trip to 
Wembley on Sunday, 17th May — 
a landmark moment for the club 
and everyone connected to it.

The two-legged tie began at 
Chalk Lane on Saturday, 28th 
March, where blustery condi-
tions made free-flowing football 
difficult for both sides.

Punjab United took a first-
half lead, but Cockfosters 
responded with determination 
and patience. Their persistence 
was rewarded late on when 
Jandir Da Cruz rose to head 
home an equaliser, ensuring the 
first leg ended 1–1 and leaving 
the tie finely balanced heading 

t isn’t every day that an outgoing 
football manager who has just 
been relegated has his name 
sung to the rafters.

But that was precisely the reaction 
of the fans towards the hugely popular 
Gavin Macpherson at Enfield Town’s 
final home game of the season as their 
two-year stay in the second tier of 
non-league football came to a sad end.

After three years at the helm, Gavin 
has stepped down, along with the rest 
of his management team, and the 
search for a replacement was well 
under way as the Dispatch went to 
press – with a number of potential 
applicants having thrown their hats 
into the ring.

Rebuild, reset and go again will 
be the mantra but whoever takes 
over will have the unenviable task of 
trying to emulate gaining promotion 
to National League South, unexpect-
edly achieved under Gavin at the end 
of his first season.

Keeping Town in the division for 
a second campaign was arguably an 
even greater accomplishment but it 
was third time unlucky as the club 
were unable to pull off another escape 
act – and now return to step three of 
the non-league pyramid.

“The club are extremely privileged 
to have had Gavin as our manager,” 
chairman Paul Reed told the Dis-
patch when discussing the legacy 
left behind. “He demonstrated many 
qualities that we feel will become 
pre-requisites for future appoint-
ments. Perhaps the biggest of these 
is his deep understanding and con-
nection to the DNA of our club.

“Being supporter-owned brings 
unique challenges and opportunities 
and Gav was very quickly able to grasp 
this. It’s clear from the bond that he 
formed with our supporters that they 
all feel he was ‘one of us’.

“Gavin also was able to build really 
strong relationships with our acad-
emy resulting in a number of our 
young scholars making their first-
team debuts during his tenure. As 
we grow this is going to be a vital 

Semi-final victory over Punjab FC puts 
Chalk Lane side in dreamland

Enfield Town FC boss announced he 
would be standing down following club’s 
relegation from National League South

Cockfosters heading 
to Wembley

Emotional goodbye 
from Gavin as 

Towners relegated

collaboration for our playing side and 
he has left a really strong pathway 
for this to continue.

“The promotion to step two high-
lighted a number of areas where we 
need to improve and get stronger [...] 
and his spell at the club has allowed 
us to identify these and work on 
getting better and more prepared 
for when the club are able to bounce 
back to this level.”

Few who attended that final home 
game, an extraordinary and emotion- 
f illed 5–2 rout of Slough Town, 
can fail to have had a lump in the 
throat, such was the outpouring 
of gratitude surrounding the end 
of an era.

Gavin said afterwards: “Managers 
always talk about their supporters 
being the best and while I don’t want 
to get over-soppy, they’ve been unbe-
lievable, way beyond what I imagined 
given the struggles this season.”

He explained that, with a heavy 
heart, he had turned down efforts to 
keep him on at the club.

“Unfortunately we haven’t achieved 
our ultimate aim but I’m going to miss 
everyone terribly. I just believe things 
need a fresh pair of eyes.”

Whoever those eyes ultimately 
belong to is now the focus moving 
forward. For his part, Gavin was still 
pondering his future as the Dispatch 
went to press. But wherever he ends 
up, he has permanently carved his 
name into the annals of the country’s 
first fan-owned club.

Cockfosters players celebrate their FA Vase semi-final win  Credit  @‌els_photo_graphy

Gavin Macpherson led Enfield Town to 
promotion two years ago but his reign 

ultimately ended in relegation

BY TOMMY ROSE

BY ANDREW WARSHAW

into the return.
The second leg on Saturday, 

4th April followed a similar 
pattern, with swirling winds 
again playing a major role. Cock-
fosters, however, showed their 
growing maturity and control in 
key moments. George Lutaaya 
gave them the advantage with 
a superb, volleyed goal, settling 
any early nerves and shifting the 
pressure onto the hosts.

As Punjab pushed forward 
in search of a way back into 
the tie, Cockfosters remained 
organised and resolute. The deci-
sive moment arrived in the 86th 
minute when Da Cruz struck 
again, sealing a 2–0 victory on 
the day and confirming a 3–1 
aggregate success.

At the final whistle, players, 
staff and supporters celebrated 
an achievement that will go 
down as the greatest in the 
club’s history.

Reaching Wembley represents 
an extraordinary milestone for 
Cockfosters — a club built on 
the dedication of its players, 
management, volunteers and 
supporters. Manager Gavin 
Kelsey and his coaching team 

have guided the squad through 
a remarkable campaign, while 
contributions from across the 
group have underpinned a run 
defined by resilience, discipline 
and belief.

Off the pitch, the achievement 
is shared just as strongly. Chair-
man Vas Chiotis and the volun-
teers who sustain the club week 
in, week out have played an 
essential role in making days like 
this possible. For many involved, 
the journey to this point has 
been years in the making.

Attention now turns to Wemb-
ley on Sunday, 17th May, where 
Cockfosters will have the oppor-
tunity to complete a truly his-
toric season when they face AFC 
Stoneham in the final. The club 
is calling on the local community 
to get behind the team and be 
part of what promises to be an 
unforgettable occasion.

From late winners and penalty 
shootouts to composed perfor-
mances in high-pressure ties, 
this FA Vase run has already 
delivered moments that will be 
remembered for years to come.

Now, one final step remains 
— on the biggest stage of all.



20
ENFIELD DISPATCHNo 92 MAY 2026

Derek Grant, Young Notes, Ed Balleny, Suzanne Beard, Elizabeth Crosthwait, Chris Kaufman, Susan Cook, Basil Clarke, John Naughton, Right at Home Enfield, MumSing Choir., Lloyd Tew-Cragg, Andrew 
Warshaw, Neil Churchill, Dan Wright, Anthony Fisher, William Yates, Mervyn Maggs, Aditya Chakrabortty, Norman Bennett, Vivien Giladi, Greg Andrews, The Old Enfield Charitable Trust, Laura Davenport, 
Mick Wood, Francis Sealey, Caroline Banks, Joe Hickey, Petr Mitterbach, Tracy Hughes, Kristiana Heapy, Neil Bachelor, John Crowther, Hannah Salvidge, Sean Wilkinson, Julia Daniel, Philip Ridley, Robert 
Pite, Deborah Dalgleish, Steve King, Däna Roberts, Lauri Clarke, Anne Cullen, Ross Cunningham, Diana Goforth, Kirsten Lowe, Aurora Yaacov, Liz Wright, Adam White, Sue Grayson Ford, Sangeeta Waldron, 
Joe Studman, Zoe White, Harriet Ray, Hannah Dyson, Julie Nedza, Peter Krakowiak, Lynda Dyson, Chris Skilbeck, Peter Campling, Alison Shepherd, Chris Graham, Hari Ramanathan, Lindsay Rawlings, Carlo 
Rimini, Dennis Donoghue, Bhasmank Mehta, Anita Jena-Smol, Jim Shepherd, Graham Halle, Keith Comley, Thomas Whiteway, Anthony Maddox, Janet Carrick, Tricia Sharpe, Robert Dawes, Paul O’Brien, 
Richard Mapleston, Graham Cleur, Evan Hughes, Isobel Whittaker, Andrew Murray, Debbie McVitty, Richard Whitaker, Peter Moutell, Jane Maggs, John Cole, Vanessa Wiseman and Pat Kane, Caroline 
Bernard Moxey, Ioannis Chronakis, Caley Montgomery, Janice Nunn, Su Fairbairn, Linda Bartell, Fran Holmes, Elizabeth Hart, Boyd Goldie, Christopher Dey, Pauline Burdon, Helen Karamallakis, Tanya Ruth 
Sampson, Kim Pickering, Sharron Spice, Maria McCaul, Ruby Sampson, Garry Kousoulou, Pamela Rayner, Susan Davies, Frances Warboys, Pamela Stansall, Tamsin Green, Michael Dickinson, Richard Stones, 
Natasha Boydell, Martyn Stogden, Rupert Price, Meryn Cutler, Karl Brown, Kay Heather, Jerome OCallaghan, Matt Burn, Martin Russo, Marilyn hamilton, Bill Linton, Enfield Over 50s Forum, Mr. A Cleary, 
Stephen Evans, Ryan Hebbs, Bush Hill Park Residents Association, David Mickleburgh, John Machin, Sheila Spooner, Pat Kane, Sarah Jackson, Liz Gilbert, Edward Smith, Jenny Noon, Josepha Scotney, Alison 
Parker, Vicki Pite, John Woodger, Rob Hastings, Malcolm Sleath, Sarah Heyward, Nick Mayer, Martyn Axon, Margaret McHugh, Keith Morvan, Alice Kay, Liz Partridge, Graham Kilwin, Colinj Younger, Hal 
Haines, Patrick Laurence, Carole Todd, Janet Price, Tom O’Halloran, Dominic Studman, Alex Atherton, Enfield Croquet Club, Keith Tucker, Clare Hutchinson, Giovanni Ferrari, Rebecca Brown, Tony Murphy, 
Brenda Ayling, Kathleen Hall, Pat Bird, Dan Maier Extraordinary Design (Dan Maier), Guy Newey, Berl Goldbart, Susan Buswell, David Francis, Thomas Legge, Robert Rea, David Hilliard, Suzi Gillespie, Robert 
Fowler, Peter Paul, Stuart Cooke, Dave Hill, Terence Dacombe, Elaine Gibbs, Sarah Doyle, Maggie Butt, Jack Timbrell, Molly Greenyer, Sue Campbell, Carole Regan, Varnavas Christofi, Timothy Martin, 
Thomas Hawkins, Hilary Goldring, Soumaia Chetouan, Francesca Rhys-Williams, Andrew Carr, Ben Rider, Stephen Cox, Colin Sellers, Alison Trew, David Durant, Phil Gooch, Patrick Robinson, Helen Osman, 
Ruth Donaldson, Jamie Thunder, John Callen, Martin Brilliant, Paul Hutchinson, Melvin Cato, Alan Parry, Lee Chamberlain, Josh Welby, Joshua Guillen-Caamano, Cristina Agudo, Lawrence Dimery, Alison 
Sutherland, Neil Sowler, Nicholas Dutton, Lorraine Berry, Eric Deacon, Dennis Stacey, benita richenberg, Melvyn Newman, Frank Bayford, Jeni Barker, Geoff Bowden, Darren Luff, Carol Fisk, Per Hansen,  
Paul Everitt, Fiona Markey, Tom Lannon, Andrew Tillbrook, Khalid Sadur, Sheila Gahagan, Andrew Milne, Valerie Dinsmore, Monica Brady, Neil Littman, Jean Christous, Zerin Denizer, Rosamund Ellis, Malcolm 
Stow, Victoria Neumark Jones, Jill Stedman, Charles Portsmouth, Noelle Skivington, Elizabeth Hibbs, Roland Jackson, Stephanos Ioannou, Mark Ashworth, Rob Aleck, Mr. Louis Michael Loizou, Dougal 
Lumby, Jennifer Williams, John & Helmi Martin, Josh Welby, Barbara Luckhurst, David Minihane, Philip Marshall, David Phillips, Ronald Hunter, Michael Gooding, Centric publishing, Peter Nwosu, Hazel 
Kinsler, Stephen Deamer, Julia Davenport, Geoff Elliott, Claire Cahill, Andrew Rycraft, Ashwin Govindaraj, Bush Hill Park Residents Association, The Enfield Society, Friends of Hillyfields.

We also thank our patrons for their generous support:
Laura Davenport, Karl Brown, Anthony Fisher, Local Motion – Paul Everitt, Jane Maggs, Carol Fisk, Encaf – Francis Sealey, John Callen, Dan Maier, Phil Gooch / Scholarcy, Carlo Rimini

This month, 286 supporters contributed 28% of our monthly costs. While the paper 
remains free to read in print and online, every penny of income is reinvested in our 

local journalism. Can you support us with £5 per month to help us do more?

Find out more at: enfielddispatch.co.uk/support-us
OUR CURRENT SUPPORTERS

With continued support from Dispatch readers we aim to:
Produce more local journalism | Expand the  
size of the paper | Publish more frequently

Enfield Dispatch is published by Social Spider Community  
News, a not-for-profit social enterprise. Our mission is to hold 

authority to account and provide a platform for the community. 
But because we have no shareholders or wealthy backers we  

rely on local people and organisations to support our journalism. 
The number of supporters making monthly contributions is 

growing steadily — helping us to break even and look  
at how we can grow as a publication. 

Support your local paper


